
JAPANESE AMERICAN STUDENT RELOCATION 

An Anierican Challenge ,_tr'? 
" ... The principle on which this country was founded and by which it 
has always been governed is that Americanism is a matter of the mind 
and heart: Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry. 
A good American is one who is loyal to this country and to our creed of 
liberty and democracy. Every loyal American citizen should be given the 
opportunity to serve this country wherever his skills will make the 
greatest contribution . . ." 

This public statement by President Roosevelt, given in support of the War Department's 
proposal to add to the number of loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry now serving 
in the armed forces of our country, strengthens the appeal to all Americans to cooperate 
with the Government in the readjustment of the seventy thousand Japanese Americans 
now in the relocation centers. 

Important Minority Group 
Of great importance in the winning of the war and the peace are the young men and 
women, Americans of Japanese descent. Of these approximately 2,500 were in college 
when the evamation took place. This age group has a significant contribution to make 
-a contribution which is uniquely theirs because of the accident of birth. Goodwill 
evidenced towards loyal young Americans of Japanese ancestry may well have a con-
ciliatory influence in the Orient and throughout the world as significant in the future 
as the use of the Boxer Indemnity fund to educate Chinese students has been in the past. 

Education for Americans 
When the war came, 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from the state 
of California and the coastal regions of Washington and Oregon. Approximately 70,000 
of this group are citizens of the United States; the rest have lived here for at least eighteen 
years, as all Japanese immigration to this country ceased in 1924. The War Relocation 
Authority is the agency established to administer the relocation centers and to deal with 
the problems created by the evacuation procedure. In the relocation centers the Gov-
ernment is setting up schools through the high school level, but is not able to provide 
higher education. 
In May, 1942, the Director of the War Relocation Authority wrote a letter to Mr. Clarence 
E. Pickett which, together with a supporting letter from the Assistant Secretary of War, 
is reproduced in this folder. This letter was the impetus for the organization of the 
National Japanese American Student Relocation Council which was set up with the 
full approval of the War Department. The Council includes many eminent educators 
as well as representatives of all the major religious groups. 

Opportunities and Achievements 
By February 1, 1943, the Council was able to find relocation opportunities for over 1,100 
students in about one hundred and twenty-five colleges located in thirty-seven different 
states. Reports from the colleges which have received students are highly commendatory. 
One institution writes: 

"These young men and women have, so far as I have been able to observe, 
found themselves almost immediately acclimated to their new environ-
ment. Our own student body has received them most cordially and from 
all the evidence at hand have not had a single experience of an untoward 
nature. If these young people are as happy in their new surroundings as 
we are in having them come here, then we will have been more than jus-
tified in opening our doors to them." 

Student comments are equally significant. One writes: 
"To me it means more than just a college course; it means that I have been 
granted an opportunity for a new kind of life in which I can help give to 
my fellow schoolmates a better understanding of the Japanese American 
Nisei, and also become a better American." 

These comments are typical of many. 



A Letter from the War Relocation Authority 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
WASUINGTQN 

~ma or TH& DIRECTOR 

Mr. C. B. Pickett 
American Friends Service Committee 
20 South 12th Street 
Philadelp}<ia, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Pickett: 

Ma1 5, 1943-

The American Friends Service Committee can make a significant contribu• 
tion to the program of the War Relocation Authority. 

As you know, evacuation of .Tapanese aliens and American-citizen J'apane'e 
iB now under way on the Pacific Coast. .Most evacuees will move from the· pro• 
hibi ted zone to relocation centers managed by WRA. At these centers we shaU 
be able to. provide for elementary and high school education. We cannot, or 
course, establish new universities. 

llany eminent educators have urged that university students in the pro-

~1 ~! t :~e~~n~h~; :~!~~~f n~~ !~:i~f !~u~~ tt~~~es~=~~a ~~i;8f e:g~~~ ~ ~e[bf; 
would be desirabl11. · · · 

It ls not feasible for the War Relocaation Authority to undertake such 
a university program for American-citizen .Tapanese, but this is no way de· 
tracts from the desirability or such an accomplishment. .Consequently, I 
should like to ask that you establish a committee 'which would aid. you .hl 
formulating a set or policies &nd program. Such a program will involve tho 
eelection and certification or students at a11sembl7 or relocation centers, 
a phase or the task that must, or course, be handled by the Federal Govern· 
ment. It will involve transportation of students from the prohibited zone 
to a designated university, a function which I think may also be handled by 
WRA, just as it transports all evacuees from the prohibited zone to their 
war-duration homes. It involves the development of true understanding or 
thil whole problem in many univeraities as a 'prerequisite to the students 
and faculty or those universities making arrangemente for the reception or 
American-cl tizen .Tapanese. Finally, it involves either work opportuni ti ea 
or non-Federal funds for the support of students at the universities. 

I should like to have you not only to bring together a committee to 
formulate a program but also to do the necessary follow-through work which 
will be necessary if this program is to be realized. Let me emphasize that 
the Federal Government for the protection of the students themselves and to 
re-assure the public will make individual examinations and. give individual· 
certifications. This, however, is only half or the matter. It is equally 
necessary to eee to it that difficulties would. not develop in the new loca• 
tiona to which· the students would go. 

I handed to llr. llorris the roughest sort of suggested press release. I 
am anxious that some announcement be made early this week so that the people 
on the Coast who ~re concerned about thi.a pro~lem •ill not be completelf 4is• 
oouraged. 

rn ncroia ;ill~uro~ I 

~ 
I 

Procedure for Relocation 

II. S. Eisenhower 
Director 

To set up and administer the machinery for these student transfers is a lengthy process. 
Colleges and universities are asked if they are interested in receiving these students. 
Next the War and Navy Departments must "clear" the college before it may receive 
evacuee students. Already approximately 400 colleges are on the cleared list and the 
number is growing. 
Before the student leaves the relocation center a check on his individual record is made 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Well begun - not half done 
In addition to the students already accepted by the colleges, there are at present over 
11500 whom the office is seeking to place for the next semester or term. The routine 



is established. We have the colleges and the students. From now on placements will 
be limited chiefly by the amount of scholarship funds available and by our ability to 
handle the volume of detailed work and correspondence. 
At this point the call is to all America that is moved by this American problem. Much 
money is needed. These young men and women are from families that in their original 
living were equipped financially to send their children to college. The national crisis, 
not any deeds of the families, precipitated the upheaval. As a result, only a few families 
have been able to salvage enough to pay their children's fees. Education will not wait. 
If a generous and understanding America comes to the help of these young people, 
loyalties will be intensified and we shall avert a crop of bitterness among these young 
men and women who are the natural leaders of their generation. 
The Council asks help, as much and as soon as possible. We turn to the colleges for 
tuition scholarships. We look to the Churches, especially the Home Mission Boards, 
and the National Commission on University Work. We appeal to individuals. 
These college-age students have a significance out of all proportion to their numbers. 
They constitute an American challenge. 

A Letter from the Assistant Secretary of War 

WAR l;>EJIARTMENT 
OFFICE 0, THI -'SSISTANT SECRIETARY 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 

Mr. Clarence I. Pick1U 
Allleric&n Jri1nd1 Service Committee 
20 South Tweltth Strttt · 
Philadelphia, PtMIJlvania 

Dear Mr, Pickett: 

~·1 21, 1942. 

Mr. M. s. !iaenhower, D.irector ot War Re-
loce.Uon Authorit7, haa •~t 1111 a cop1 ot hia letter ot 
May 5th to 7ou, regarding the working out ot a program ot 
university educatio11 tor J'apanoe-.lmerican citizens who 
are now 'being evacuated trOlll the Pacific Coast, · He baa 
suggested that you and your committee would tind it help-
ful to nctiva trOfll 111 an expression of approval ot a 
properly conceived and carefully executed program in thia 
respect, · 

Accordingly, I take pleasure · ln advising 
you that 1 ani in complete sympathy with the auggestiona 
made by Mr. Eisenhower in hia letter to you ot May 5th. 
Anything that can legitimately be done to compensate loy!.1 
citizen• ot J'apanese ancestry tor the dislocation to which 
they nave been subjected, by reason or military necessity, 
he.a our full approval. "In particular, the suggestion tor 
the establishment or a committee or distinguished educators 
to work out a program ot university education in other parts 
ot the country tor J'apaneae-Arnerican citizens evacuated 
trom the Pacit'ic Coast meets with my hearty approval. 

1 am happ7 to know that this com111ittee 1s 
being formed under your sponsorship and that ot the A111eri• 
can Friends Service 90111mi ttee. 

Sinc1rel7 7our11. 



THE COUNCIL 
JOHN W. NASON, Ch11irman C. V. HIBBARD, Direao, 
CARL ACKERMAN .......................... Dean, School of Journalism, Columbia University 
FRANK AYDELOTIE ................................ Director, Institute for Advanced Studies 
REMSEN BIRD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President, Occidental College 
DWIGHT J. BRADLEY ........ Director, Council for Social Action, Congregational Christian Church 
PAUL BRAISTED ...................................... Program Secretary, Hazen Foundation 
E. FAY CAMPBELL ................ Director, Department of Colleges and Theological Seminaries, 

Presbyterian Church 
C. REED CARY .............. Assistant Executive Secretary, American Friends Service Committee 
MRS. SANFORD E. COBB ..................................... Reformed Church in America 
CARTER DAVIDSON ............................................. President, Knox College 
]OHN L. DAVIS ............. Executive Secretary, Board of Higher Education, Disciples of Christ 
MARK A. DAWBER ............................. Executive Secretary, Home Missions Council 
WILLIAM F. DELONG .......... Board of National Missions, Evangelical and Reformed Church 
MONROE E. DEUTSCH ................................... Provost, University of California 
CLARENCE A. DYKSTRA ................................. President, University of Wisconsin 
WALTER C. EELLS ............ : ... Executive Secretary, American Association of Junior Colleges 
A. ROLAND ELLIOTI ....................... Executive Secretary, National Student Committee, 

Young Men's Christian Association 
MRS. MARTHA FLETCHER ...................... Staff Executive of American Unitarian Youth 
ELEANOR FRENCH ............................ Executive Secretary, National Student Council, 

Young Women's Christian Association 
FRANK P. GRAHAM ................................ President, University of North Carolina 
}OHN 0. GROSS ........................... Secretary, Department of Educational Institutions, 

The Board of Education of the Methodist Church 
THEODORE H. ]ACK . .......................... President, Randolph-Macon Woman's College 
ALDEN DREW KELLEY ................................ Secretary, Division of College Work, 

National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
EDWARD D. KOHLSTEDT ......................... Executive Secretary, Board of Missions and 

Church Extensions of the Methodist Church 
MIKE MASAOKA ...................... National Secretary, Japanese American Citizens League 
WILLIAM 0. MENDENHALL ..................•................ President, Whittier College 
KARL W. ONTHANK ......................................... Dean, University of Oregon 
CLARENCE E. PICKEIT ............... Executive Secretary, American Friends Service Committee 
MRS. LENORE E. PORTER ..................................... Secretary of Student Work, 

Board of Missions and Church Extensions of the Methodist Church 
EDWARD B. ROONEY ....................... Executive Director, Jesuit Educational Association 
ABRAM LEON SACHAR ..................... National Director, B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations 
ALFRED SCHMALZ ............ Clergyman, Congregational Christian Church, Darien, Connecticut 
LEE PAUL SIEG ...................................... President, University of Washington 
KENNETH C. M. SILLS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President, Bowdoin College 
GUY SNAVELY ........................ Executive Director, Association of American Colleges 
ROBERT G. SPROUL .................................... President, University of California 
]OHN W. THOMAS ...... Secretary, Department of Cities; American Baptist Home Mission Society 
ROSCOE WEST ............................. President, Association of State Teachers Colleges 
RAY LYMAN WILBUR ..................................... Chancellor, Stanford University 
GEORGE F. ZOOK ............................... President, American Council on Education 

CONSULTANTS: 
MISS BESS GOODYKOONTZ ............................ Assistant Commissioner of Education, 

United States Office of Education 
JOHN H. PROVINSE ......... Chief, Community Management Division, War Relocation Authority 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE OF THE COUNCIL 
JOHN W. NASON, Chairman . .............................. President, Swarthmore College 
C. REED CARY .............. Assistant Executive Secretary, American Friends Service Committee 
E. FAY CAMPBELL ......................... Director, Department of Colleges and Theological 

Seminaries, Presbyterian Church 
A. ROLAND ELLIOIT ...................... Executive Secretary, National Student Committee, 

Young Men's Christian Association 
ELEANOR FRENCH ........................... Executive Secretary, National Student Council, 

Young Women's Christian Association 
ALDEN DREW KELLEY ................................ Secretary, Division of College Work, 

National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
EDWARD D. KOHLSTEDT .......................... Executive Secretary, Board of Missions and 

. . Church Extension of the Methodist Church 
EDWARD B. ROONEY ....................... Executive Director, Jesuit Educational Association 
GUY E. SNAVELY ....................... Executive Director, Association of American Colleges 
JOHN W. THOMAS ...................................... Secretary, Department of Cities, 

American Baptist Home Mission Society 
(Titler are gi11m for idenlificalion onl1 antl in oo "'"' commit the institution lo which the committee member 
belo,,gs.) 
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