)LAPT MU U\!P-J.._ﬂ. |
183 *-'w YO wm

The following Trief speeches, which were delivered at the first informal
get~-together of Block Administrators and Administrative FPergoanel, are issued by
the Renorts Division for the purpose of creating better understanding between
the two groups,

In these first five papers will be found some of the backzround material
long scucht by administrative personnel and others in pursuing the true atii-

tiude of the evacuees.
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SOCIAL ASPECTS OF EVACUATION

I want to go & litile into the dbackground of the Javanese in America.
Je are a relativelv new addlition in the melting vot of democracrs TWhere the
other nationalities have immigrated into America since its discovery by
Oolumbas and they are, in almost évery case, man™ gensrations sway from their
parent country, we are only in the nisdi or secord generation staze, whose
average age is onlv 21, 'Throagh no fault of tlieir own, our parents have been,
because their physical characteristics marked them apart, discriminated against
them through the Exclusion Act and land lawg of the states where we resided
and have been called unsssimilahle, Despite these reverses which faced them,
we, a8 a group, have made a remarkable record of self-support, literacy,
freedon from juvenile delinquency and generpsity $0 all conmunitv ceuses.

As to the crosgs section of our people, approximately two-thirds of us
are American citizens and one~third are sliens, wWhose average sge 1is about
b0. We have, as nisei Americans, retained those characteristics of $hyift,
pride, and civic mindedness that is the basic background of a better American
citizen, As 2 group We have mansged to stay off the relief rolls better than
any otlher second generation immigrent group in this countrys, We have de-
monstrated an extraordinarv deaire to learn and our pare:its have pacrificed
mich in order that we might be better equipped to compete in the American way
of life. Purthermore, we, as a groupy have becn more Americean than Oriental.
Qur pareénts have spent more than 80% of their lives in the United States.

e may gav that most of them are more 10yal to this country in their quiet
vay than most of those who were demanding that ve be put into concentration
camps becailse we are allegedly disloyml and dangerous. As for the nisei, we
can only say that, as a grous, we know no other alleglence than the United
States. Ve were born, educated, made friends, established homes and
businesses here and rere Sradually being assimilated to the status of our
neighbors, At all times we have wanted to assume, with everv other American,
our share in the winning of this war., Weé had achieved a fairlw comfortable
standard of living =1d our assoc.ation as members of tlie Americen community
was perticulsrly dears The American way has been and will be the only way
Ve Enow.

The faect is that most of us hMave never lived in a comminitv which was
preponderently Japanese, and our internment in these camps for several years
will naturally tend to permetrate the verv things we have lLeen striving %o
eliminate, that ig those mannerisms and thoughts, which, aside from our
vhysical characteristics, tended to mark us apart. Among the younger group,
the curtailing of the general freedom and the denial of their former pursuits
such as extira curricular school activities, movies, American contacts and
some of the simple luxdries of life with which ther were brought up will
caige idle hands, 1dles minds, and will lead to a dangerous breskdewn in
morale which will have a bad effect in the present snd futures
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Yow our life in interrnment, living a more or less community 1life, stend-
ing in line three times a da Tor meals, livin:s together in crowded guarters,
using all our other facilities tozeither, suffering from lack of vprivacy, a direct
contradiction of these Principles that we have been brought up to believe as our
understanding of the American wav is going to disrupt the Americanization of the
great majority of these -cunger evacuees Who are just at the impressionable age.
No wonder we have sctual hapuvenings like this case which has bsen related so
often but which illustrates the woint. It's abort a voung child who was taken
awav from his hoie in an evervdasv American comm:unitv and mut with his family
into an assembly center. After several days he got up one morning and said to
his Mother: fiama, I don't w:nt to stey here in Japan. Let's go back home to
America.®

Te realize that the Administrative staff has a tough assignment to main-
tzin a hish morale and troin these internees to the difficult vproblems of
adjustment and rehabilitation arter the war. We, therefore, offer ouar heart-
lest cooperation to this end and we sincerelv hope that vou can heln us face
our problems b~ alwars keeping before rou our Lmerican background and our
fervent hove for an early return to the "Americrn - av of life."

Shig lasnaga

ECONQMIC ASPECTS OF THE EVACUEZS

Some Y40 years ago, our f-thers and mothers crossed the blue Pacific to
the western shores of America. These issels, like the immigrants from Turope,
came to this promised lend for the sake of American freedom. From their
penniless early davs as laborers storms of barriers in the form of anti~
legislation deprived them of their former rights on the ground of racial dis-
crimination. Racial differences has accentusted their nroblems, narrowing
their occupational opwortunity, fundamentallv, to asriculture. Today, after
forty vears of herdshin, we the second generation American citizens are the
onlv fraits of their toil and the onlv ones thew find refuge for their future.

In spite of the coutinuous oppression, the econémic foothold, the
Japanese in =enersl, held previous to evacuation amounted to the sum of
agricultural eutout of 100 million dollars in California, 3 million dollars
in Oregon, end 4 million dollars in Washington. Of the total population, U5%
were engaged in agriculture, 2U% in wholesale and retail, 17% in personal
services, U% in menufacturing, almost 3% in professional, 1.6% in forestry
and fishing, and the rest in minor oocupation. ' In California, the avproxi-
mate average ver farm ovwtmit in 1940 was about %13,000, Oregon 19,000, and

ingtaon 874C [ -Californi 000 Japanese producced 35% of the total
the State of California produted 2
Inotlher warde, these ) OG0 or 1 /600
profaced 8.75% of 1 natio
- ihle amount in

il a

In city of Seattle, out of 325 hotels, 206 were ovperated by the Japanese
and about one quarter of the eity's drry cleaning establishments were operated
by the Japanese. In San Francisco, U8% of male and 69% of femele who regis-
tered for evacuation were emmloved in service industries. In the whole state
of California there were 4,10l dairy product stores and 1,572 eating and
drinking vlaces overated by the Japanese. Aside from these Japanese were
proficlent cooks, Lutlers, gardeners, nursery-man, florists, c¢clerks, and many
others. This indicates slthouzh limited in fislds, that ther are not all
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farmers. These peonle were enjoving average net incomes of 31,200 %o 2,000
anrmually while some enjoyed net incomes of $10,000 or over: Among the
Japanese, like all other races, some were poor amd earned enouglh to live from
day to day, while others, successful in their lines, have Turchasec reasl
estates, and buailt beautiful modern, furnished homes wit! plethora of greenery
and chrysanthemums about them. %ith a familv car of Buick Century and a Ford
or two for the uncomman scene which characterized the ecanomic life of the
wealthier class. Others with lesser incomes at least had a familw car,
refrigerator, and other luxuries, bought perhaps, on installfient. Thus, the
American wave of life have been nurtured in the thoughts of thege wveonle
through the Niseis and the long »ears thev have lived here in America, Ab
least these pronle weye free to spend their earnings and the long Tears thev
have lived here in America. At least these vpeople were free to spend their
sarnings and spare mements in whatever vav they desired. &1l in all, the free
American pattern of life was enjoyed br all,

We miseis were gratoful to the untiring struggle of our fathers and
mothers in face of the opprassion brousht azainst theu,. We were happv of
the foothold thev attained which we solemnly resolved to carr on as our duty
of good Americens. Unlike the igseis, with citizenship, deveid of fear that
oar citizenship status will be usurved, we had ambitions to bur lands,
build homeg, and live freely and permanently as an integrnl vart of American
family life. Te Luilt dream castles for our lives of our future.

On December 7, the fatal dav came. Isseis ‘ere pigked up everywhere
and separsted from their beloved homes end their families. TFinally when the
carfew laws, militarr zoning, and evacuation orders were instigated to
include the American citizens of Javenese ancesiry, the whole life of the
Japenese communit™ beceme a turmoil, Accounis were frozen, payments neglected,
cars and furnitures repossessed--we were hélpless victims of the money
grabbers who came to Buv furnitures and other belougings at Fidiculous prices.
Through the eagerness of everyvope to sell, prices beg¢ame next to nothing and
many realized nothing from the gale of their lifel’s earning. e were in a
position to question the citizensiip status which we held sacred and trusted
to be safeguarded by pur American Democracv. We nigeis defined oursslves as
being close to the border as men without a countyvr.

The transition from the normal free life outside $o the regimented,
sociglistic life of this center has brought depressive changes in our minds
and attitades of as niseis. When we hear of Senzter Burton K. 'Theeler, of
Montana, stzte that our stasndard of living is so low that we can live in a
shack that no aqne care to live in and that e can live on a bowl of rice,
it behooves was to nresuppose and doubt, althouh I am gsure that vou all
understand us, whether some of 7ou people in the administrative staff might
hold similar views and that we are now here living in Ttopmia. If 80, 1t is our
duty to bring to wour gurvewv the truth of the mattdr that our standard of liv-
ing is just as high as any average American, and that especially, we niseis
cannet survive on a bowl of rice and soy soup. Such misunderspanding and
attitude of condescension uvon us, without & broad and warm feeling of
sympathy and understanding, would cause the rift between the administration
and the veople wvho My. Rechford so detests.

We were Tromiged that the designs of our 1life in the camp would be
to allow us to live as normal Aderigan life as the outside. We have 1o
intention to undermine nor obstruct the duties wf the administration.  Yet,
vou mast agree wibh me, we are cenied the right to have a camera to take
our babv!s picture, we are degied the right to go out of the cafp to look
for new areas for permanent relocation, and we are denied the right to g0
to the surroundinz to.ns for shomping and 30 see the surrounding habitation
of Wroming other them the evazcuees confined on the unbecoming and uninviting
cactue of thie desert sage. liost of us have not had the chance to fish in
the Shoshone River, nor have we the least idea of the Picture or shape of
the river only a mile avay, Now to cause more rift between the people and
the administration, barbed wire Pence is being erected. supposedly to keep
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the famed buffaloes of Wvoming from steyrping on our poor c¢hildren's toes, but
at the same time, the sharp vpoint of the barbed wire is pricking at the heart
of the peovle with unhavpy result of indignetion and insult until some day,
explosion or grave consequences will result.

The vossession of the evacuees here in cawp is limited to what they now
have in most instances. After what little cash they mav have nowm is gone,
they must look toward the rescue and aid of the goverament, or other sources,
gsince thev involuntarilv came here. Present vage sta:derd is insufficient to
pay for the necessities of their living in spite of the Tood and board granted,
especiallv’ those vith many children. With the wage al’cwimnce of $16.00 per
month, please imagine how far this will go when thev must vpay orices with the
profit mergin of perhaps 300 to YO% plus the sales tax. liany have obligations
and annuities, such as life insurvances to pay, vet they are unable to continube
payments when thev are powerless in here to eaxn more. TFurthermore at the
time of the evacuation, man— sold their only mezsgcnaei Dioiirty at deplorable
prices, thus, profiting nuthing therefrom, and avr °°1 of ¥ou are aware, we
are in midst of a *artime infiation. Picture, if you nle=se, how far their
valuable money earned from the pre-inflation period will rfo, if they are to
go out to invest for their permanent relacation with the devreciated dollar
and the inflated commodity prices. .

Thuis, we here from all walks of life left vhat wes our happy family
homes; we lost our jobs, businéss and farms which paid well; and our dream
castle of our hopeful future became a nightmare of frim despair. By the
virtaue and reason of military necessity, we cooverated in the evacuation to
show our loyalty to this coumfirv. The past strusgle of the Isseis have been
with discrimination and oporession, end the more recent past of the innocent
nisei have been no less of discrimination and disapvointment. Our present
pitiful predicament is in wour hand, and our future destiny is suided by your
kindly and fatherly direction of understanding qur problems toward the
restoration of our morale. .iay our vrotlem bé vour vroblem and may vou sell
voarself to us, not as 4 dictator from the due sense of authority, but as
sympathetic friend so that our resvonsive chord of cooveration and inspira-
tion mav be restored in face of the dark future in store for us.

Clarence I. Mishizu

QUR %,C.C,A. CEITER

To all of the Japanese and Amevicans of Japanese ancesfry it was a
terrible blow vhen the actual internment orders were issued by the Testern
Defense Command. We vere then forced tn practically give away our invest-
mente and Provertw becalse the podlic announcement, vainted so beautifully
by the Federal Reserve Bank, did nol cut out to be as intimated. Neve:

Le we C gratt ‘irst step to be corraled into the W.€.C.A. ¢

Irbr ketch the new 1ife we had in stare for ue i :
Te C1d not know the feeling of confinement, because as yeu well kiow, as ¢
zens and as a race 7e have not had the experience of being in confinement or
the so-called orison. e arrived st Fortland, Oregom, at 6 o'clock in the
morning, which center was to be our hone for a few months. It was fortunate
that although the Caucasia” administrrztive staff of the center not knowing
or not having had direct contact with the Japanese in thelr every dav life,
until we had arrived in the center, took into considerztion evervr humane
and social interest., I was fortuuate to he one of the members of the
governing board working as a counselor to the center manager, Mr. Bmo Sand-
guist, who at a later date was promoted chief of all the assembly centers
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on the Pacific coast. The W.C.C.A. center ir fortland was considered as being
one of the best orgsnized and smoothest running of all the centers. This
reason, I believe, was due to the resl undérstsonding and cooperation of the
adninigtretive staff with the Japanese council governing board within the
center, TRverv aquestion, inconvenience and herdship was directly brought before
us., Our center mansger took zreat faith in us in thrasiing out our own nro-
blems.

All problems mertaining to the functions of the center were referred
directlv to this bosrd. Thew, in turn thraghed over the variocus couplaints
and sugge-tions that were then brought to the cenier manager, in a meetingz.
There, the vorious problems were delegated to the Proper departments, all new
rules and regulations were discussed and their szdaptatility was taken up with
the center manager, - Special assignments were first presented to the board
and the center manager was very careful in giving the bocrd an cppertunity
to meet everv Army, W.R.A., or W.C.C.A. official who came to the center.

In this way we were able to foresee the goal the Arm—~ officials in San
Francisco were trving to achieve. All new bulletins and rssulations were
read to wus and explained by the center manager end a codv was given to

each member of the board: The Ceaucssian personnel avrroached us es an
equal and problems of the center, no matter row great or small, were dis-
cussed first with the members of the board. The ndvisory board and the
Caucasisn personnel worked as a teom, each man keeving in mind, always, the
best for the welfare of the center. The attitude and understanding of the
administration resulted and led to a more cooperative spirit from every
residents No stone was left unturned to promote the friendly atmosphére
evolved from the very beginningz. Tven prior to evacuation the J.A.C.L. was
invited to help set up the govermment of the center and to help iron out the
problems. All suggestions, criticisms were given consideration and every
effort made to comply with their requests.

e, as residents of the "".R.A., are veryv fortunate in having one of
the most capable administrative staffs with jir. Rachford at its head, and I
am speaking with co:nfidence that problems of relocatiun, problems of finance
and others recuiring every attention vill be carried out b you to the
satisfaction of erch and ever~ resideat of this center. Te, as internees,
have not the answer as to what we are going to do after. this terridle war
has been settled. We do not know or cannot anser what is Zoing to become
of us, but eventually we hope these rroblems will clear themselves through
the cepable assistance of the present administrative staff; and I trust
that every problem no matter how complicated or how smail. this steff will
take the residents into consideration and present the prcblems directly
to us and let us helv solve these problems. I am sure that we as residents
and vourselves, as the administrative staff will be able to solve these
unanswerable guestions of what, how, and where our one hundred thousand
evacuated vopulation of these great United Stetes of America are headed.

Harry Yemgmoto

EVACUATION AND OUR MORALE

Evacuation! 'What meaning that word has for us now after several
months in the assembly centers first and now in relocation camps hundreds
of miles from our homes. The homes we have lmown sincs our earliest
recollection. Every cornsr, stliool, churech and store is cear 40 us as one's
home should be. OQur homes built throuch vears of toil and heartache are all
the more dear to us for that toil. Our friends, the men and women with whom
we went to kindergarden, shared our idcas to contribube ia some small way in
the progress of our nation. e left thet beiind. To meet the demand of the
army, We 1eft all our life's effort without protest to remove all nosaibility
of hindrances in our war effort.
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We are now hers at Heart ilountain far removed from these secnes. We
have met overy demand made upon us, but now we agk, wWhat is to become of us
and our childrent 'hat promise is theye in our futurs? Can we look upon
history for a c¢lue? No, this, our Dradicamunt is unprocedented in 211 of man-
kinds experignces. For e group of citizens to be removed from civil life
without proof of crime or without even indication of such is mething unireamed
of in our democratic concention of gzovornment. No wonder we =re at loss to
understand and our haoes of fyture dariz. This you will agree is not a
healthy outlook. Oor morale which hrs kept our hesds high, which made our
nccomplighments in the psst as enumeratcd by other speckers vosgsidle, is
being trampled upon. The one imvortant possession vhich e all still retain
over all our losses is Ueing supresscd rather thin being nurtured. Can you
not visuslize the effect upon our morale thet s barbed —ire “ence around us,
enclosing us within a smell area will be? We who have elvways been free!

We who have been proud that our diligent efforts have mede this frecdom
possible. We who have been tauzht that this freedom of action snd thought

and speech wag the democracy for vhich our government stood. What effect

on the imoressionable minds of our children +ho are being taught at this
moment, these principles of dewocracy when they are hauled into the guard hpuse
for sliding down a hill? Certainly these ections are not a concrete example

of democratic princinles.

Let us digress a moment and study the thoughts of these —oangsgters.
They don't fully understand why thev are in camp. confined to a syall arza and
denied the simple luxuries of life ther have b en brought up to expect and
cherish. They dmow not and care legs thet thew are victims of circumstances
as pitiful as env experienced by any child befors.

This is an experiment of our government. They too have no experiences
or precedent upon which to base their actions. ALmerica has always been prone
tovard experiments, What greater exveriment than our Revelutionsr:~ War. A
comnlete break with the mother nation, Znglend, te establish & new nation.
Through superhuman effort and the conouering of over~whelming hardshiips they,
our forefathers, geve us this lauds ' Todev, this nation stands as a glorious

monument to the success of that experiment.

Now we are in the midst of a new experiment. To us just as vital.
Will we cmerge victorious and better or vill we perigh 2long the way? lisy
ve through our diligent efforts and with vour thorough sympathetic coprerztion
and guidance make it so that we will soonm be rroudlv acclaimed by all as
Tellow Americans.

Hitoshi Tonemura

QUR FUTURE

Time and time =2gzain, we are told that our future is entirely dez-ndent

own actions sad attitude tovards ouar comtry. It ssems to me

tement onl¥ can be the utterances of the 111l informed, devoid o©
ouesty, anderstanding and kindliness; and, certainly capnob come

3 honestly believe in the term demoesrdcy, eswecially vwhen wo src
nvelunterily.

Frankly speaking, our =zctions of the recent past have bveen the actions
of the condemned; without lkmowledse of “he erime charged with, without a feir
chance of a triel. without proof uf innocence or guilt, confined, or mere
explicitly, corraled into the so--called centers, minus the ordinary liberty
enjoyed by the rést of the Peonles of our nation, minus the necesszr— friends
to come to our rescue. because, We pre unfortunately, a minority group vithout
means of expression, daily fearing that verchance, we may be deprived of more
of our constitutional rights, daily fearing that our utierances and our actions
may be deliberately misconstrued as inimicdel %o the well-being of our Hation,
and hcence disloval. This 1s the true picture of our pitiful predicament and
condition todav.




