






































Confucianism did much te systemetlize snd elaborate on the

‘concerning the uling of the people by the
£l Courd, This

importation went far in solidi-

socla¥y by presenting a vworked-out theory of

government and zocial bhehavior. Bsassause Confuclanism was
conservative, i1t helped tc esteblish ‘firmly the rule of the

mperial Court. It built up =
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from a king in Kcrea to the Emperor of Japan. An early re-
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Prince Shotoku, was atliracted by the humanitarianism of

religion, He combined its new ideas with the old into

the Constitution of Seventeen Articles of €04,

the development of Japanese political

The Japanese were hungry for =ion that had
ritual and explanafion. But they took over only the exterior

fatalistic belisf.

Heretofore it had been
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very ldea of Japan means more than a geographieal name or a

country, it is everything, extendifnz into sternity.

THE TAMILY SYSTEM

In the unity of Japan, the family assumes an all pervading

influence and importance, The Japanase have an-idea of &

nationsl coll 5 i f

mily system (S6z2C Kazoku Seido) composed
:

of all the separ y individual families of the nation with the
Imperial House as the chief ond eriginal family. The ides
that the Emperor is the father of the netional family comes

from this as much as from religious ideeas.

Confucianism strengthened the conceplt of the
of the family as a so¢ial unit., Jepaness
arose from the idea that the fanmily, the rroup was of more im-
portance than the individwml. To the Japaﬁese;
are considered from the point of view of whether actions
will benefit the group. Naturally, duty comés before -right,
Individual inte

policy. Obedience ' and sscrifice are highly regarded

virtues., Respect.for old ase and -authority is stressed.

The family system is the socirl manifestation of ancestor
worship. In primitive deys, it was the worship of common an-
cestors that drew distant reletives around the common altar,
The family system and ancestor worship work together in solidi-
fying the nation. tim »f sorrow end trouble, families

come to one ancther's help *roup spirit draws larger
. I _ 1






















