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INTRODUCTlON 

The dominatinft, fea tnre of modern .Jspan is her nat ionalismc 

This nntioncd.ism is deeply rooted in t~rn elements that const i-

tute the J e_p:::ine -:.:e nation and Ja.p :1. nose people . The Japanese 

:reel triey a.re cf d5.vine orig ln; hence , th~y consider them.-

s elves a s v.;i er i o :c , chosen p e o pl e o '11 hey be l i eve the i r ~~mp e ror 

t o be a living god, a direct descenda .:1t of the gods thnt . 

f J.u.ncled their empire o · The::-rn g ods are thought to watch over 

the welfcre of their rn: t1on o So · the .JE.11anese kno-w their ·pol i-

tioal s ystem to be unrivell2d o This entails a responsibility 

of tJ1.9 race to the Em,oror and the g ods . rrhe end or purpose 

of the J·aoa11e1:: e s te; t0 bE:COIClF)S th0 ful fi l:-1ent .of a d.i vine mis -
~ . 

s ion - the estsbJ.J. ~:; htiJ.13..YYL of peace end order in the w orJ.do 

Geo~;re._111:i.ca.2. isol. :. tior~ l·ept the .race raletivel.y pure and 

forta~ea a 0rovinciells m ana n touchy pride o The history of 

lApan is a c; J. () riou D fiction of t i1 e r 1 ~lc of sn unbroken ay.nasty o 

It contr-i ins am_-;:::,le Gr'.to r ia l fer -'::;.he stren.stheDing of na.tional i s.rj 

·:~1J.1 en unity ic dcL :~1·edo An .i the modern history of J\:.Qa.n ha$ 

been the s t!'u: ;:sle of 8. Jr01J/l people to ~; a i:1 rec o -~;nit ion o Once 

they h a d p.uJ. led. then1s0lves up by thei·r~ ·boor. straps , their 

stakes o 

In short , qunlitL=;s wh ich 'foster ne.tionelism permeste 

J2.p a n.ese lifb to such cd.1 extent· t~at ·it can be c·onsidered the 

lapanQS8 philcsophy Of lifao 
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A study of Jt s b".ckgr.ound requires o.n 1Jnderstandinr; of a 

peonle 2nd a c,.11.turo radicrtl1y· d5.f.feren b frc~rn t'.1ose cf tLe 

West . In this set of lectures, some of the instftut5ons and 

t }1e n:ethods ~·1hicb are uti15-zed to maintain and strc-mp.·thfJl1 

n o. t J on G. l :L-1 ~r1 w :l J. J b e 1 n s p e c t e d • 

isd h3.ci already star·ted . Jn;.)ar.ese civtl.l.zati ~·n conslsteet of 

p ~)v;e:::· s:1ci its expa.ndon . 1'l1sse were c.o:~1sciously and delib8r -
1 

1 + 8 .1.. , . •• ' ~.,,.. ..,_ ~ l l~ C ··- Pr .; ~ . ...-, J .. "'. ,_,.r ~.-, :'.. 0. -v, •. ·'·.·· c.r:i t P. r:'=' ~-. .. !'Ln, ·t; ev. 1' ,' .• ' ..• O & ·,~:::-: .y· sy ::li1.· 1na:, J. Z:J : 'L .•. l. .:. 1: 1._.,. ·_y ,, 11...1 .1..i. : ~ ~ ,_, _. u _ ~,!L , _ 

force ':::'.f tJ:e 

t h G ,-·_: t C C C n 8 t :1. t U t O 8 nart of 

- :? -

f 



historyo 1l1t1rough conformit / t o the . 8 tc1te religion, Shinto, 

• the notional ednoatio.:1.al r,yrd,rjm , tllc univ~rsul 0-onsc-ription 

system a:vi th3 uontr?lJad nretis , th.0 bel.Lf}fs, ic1oals, 8nd 

rn.inds of ol~1 3.nd your\_,: . A r:~j n .~,S:Lo te.1·.rn, ti.tough ff.i.r fI'o.m ade -

qua.te , whicb ;1ny he 1rnea to ,:.~yntl:enlze the depth. cf this 

According ~o Shi~to b~1i~f, the Jnp0nese descended direct-

fcrrUI,..., AilQ., )'>~•')"'('.lr.:!e11 4· "lnr,p .,/ . ·1r•~ t 1-r:i '1P.''~i ";"'i 'Y'tu,·:lc< 1• ct~.01s and ~ ' 'i4.,··, <:, " ··-·:.-L:., ~J ., L, ·:: v·~: ; __ . .._.,( ... , . . , , .'.L ,-., - ,'.i<.t,~ , ! .. - ..... · ,:, ,.::.,' ,:Jc..• .._, r, , ., 

can be cnlled the Soul of Jr~anD 

~Che chief c_h r, r a c t er i Gt i 0 of 1.~ h ·L~ ~: .-) 11 . .l. 1 s 1 o ys. l t y o It is 

~iv en highest ex res21on 1n revereccG tor 3nd service to the 
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the gods; SO, j_r, him i2 cent-,c .rnd 8VGrythj_nf. ?~OOd in Japano 

dire.ct linoa1 dosc'=·n--1.ar...t of ;_·. h .-~ .. , :.'. lJ_l,'} ("("\r'i (~ ':\ r:< r·, ti. rt1···, ·t-; er!:) en 1 0 mi· k-==• mi· 
... ' .. - ,,.. ~ •' ...... '..,4, "~" ~ • .) •J ' ..L ....... tC..l . --~ u \.."' - · ··-t.!. • u .. ' 

the :-.,.;r:ds , f\:11r-i·ta·r,,...3,·1 ""F:.rr1··j\·-,r.1~ :-:·,....1• : ,-.,·n u··r.:•'.:i," ·~t"(lc,n4· c, l·1h .. r->, n .. _n.',•)Y'".1fAll :_~-.\....' J.'._t.r_.t V.-C\. l.. \.._. l~-...... a.. .L.1 .1.,.._ _..o....L.l..'-..l • \.,>.'... ,.J'l. .. ,1•-1,;..' :\J,1.i.. .. J)"""")' l> -'-- -... ... ~ --·~JI'-

'~ d ·..,. ' '\··· . ._t· ··r:i·l-.!p.,. ·ti •.,,., 1--} ,ri ,.,.! i,-,,.. ·;-- .• l .,, .. ~ . .... . ..,,,..•t~· pre.::,88 .,y ...:,8l'_nt, ,lJ.·.:.v.LL..:; I'cOl• .. ..i .~.: , . .l.:~:-~ ... ., ,J'- _)u;.:i l,·:.-~ l /o Gr2ti-

l ·- ··.[; ... 
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b p;ct1,ted ar.d nevJ co.binets are formed or when ·ministers. or 

envoys sta1,t on their res_2ectiv:e missions , they go on pil[;rim-

~~ea to the aweson~ shrine of the Sun Goddess at Ise to get 

t Le blessing of A.mnt.erasu Qr'.ik~m.i o r_:.1his may seem ridiculous , 

but in actuality these are con-3.ucted in all sincerityo 

1J!he Jap:mese d 1) net dou.Lt. t.lw.t the sods 1.-1atch over their 

• 

lanrL During lcl)a.nvs lone; history, events have occurred which 

t.ave sut.stn.ntie.ted ::ma. strengthened this belief . The most 

_spect&culnr of these ls the m.ircculous way the vast forcos of 

the Mongol conqueror, Kublai Khan , v.;rere destroyed by devcsta~ 

ti~~ tyuhoons, not once , ·but twica, in 1274 2nd 1281. 

r:f:'h2ouzl1 Shinto , patriotism is .111.ade an inte~~ral part of 

J:1panese life., T{everence for the Emperor, rA:;-)resent£~'tive of. 
I 

.t::.'3 J.:.a.ticmal 11fe is synonymcus with patriotistr~o r:i:his· comb.Lna -

·liion. of religious belief 8nd po~itical allegisnc-2, is unllke s.r~y 

of the mitLJL into P powerful unit . In t.imef .. : of crisis :.::nd. en 

:i?Gn·.mal r,slit~ ious Of'co.sions the EmJeror leads the people ir ... 

p.:c·n31er tc the.. g ods end u ncestors o As tho people bow in hum-Qle-

nens e.nd gratitude, D l'eoli:i {.~ of n.we, of oneness, and faith 

thrills themo 

Outstandir.._:; :x,vereigr::-; hcve 1·)oen enshr.inedo. '11hree 

::l h ' • I 1 •r • t • C, ' emperors ·un(, er w or:1 nourwor-·c.n.y un:i..· 1ca . ~on Gnc. progress in the 

ln.nd oecurred, ,Jimnu -Nho found ~,d ·~b·s historical w-...t ion, Kam.mu 
I 

under whom occurr0d the Taita Reform , and tle iji who modernized 

Japein 2.re es~e ci1.:Jlly rGver~H.1 at le.rge shr inos o ./.\lso Imperial 
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princes who have displayed noteworthy loyalty to the state or 

performed great military service to the throne are enshrined. 

The martial spirit is further exalted in the deification 

of outstanding loyalists like Kusunoki Masashige. At the 

Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo which ranks third in importance in 

Japan, the spirits of all those who died in military service 

to the Emperor since 1853 a::"e enshrined. The Japanese soldier 

knows that his reward for dee.th on the battlefield will be 

deification. 

Hero worship is very strong and the people strive to emu-

late the actions glorified in legends which they love to repeat. 

In wartime much more than in peace t !me, people .visit these 

shrines and pray. This is noticeable at large shrines like 

Yasukuni Jinja. But the earnestness and childlike sincerity of 

the people's dependence .on the . de, is more concretely revealed 

in the way the small rural shrines are cleaned, watched and 

prayed at day and night by the local peasantry and villagers, 

Prior to the influ~ of Chinese culture, the original cult 

seems to have been nameless. National consciousness the.t arose 

with the coming of Confucianism and Buddhism caused the Japanese 

to name it Shinto. After being enriched by Confucian ethics 

and Buddhist philosophy, and under .·soing a long period of compa-

rative oblivion, Shinto was revived in the eighteenth century. 

Edo peace depended on a strict maintenance of Tokugawa 

power. Political action was tied down by law, causing the 

... 6 -
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turning of able minds to problems of thought and to research 

in history a rI'he 1;esuJ;"G of i..:rLud~·:i..::1s Cc~fucianis.m, hi~::; t,ory, ·:·nc 

Shinto W8S the a.-nvnin~ of ree.lizot\on that the Tokugawas shoulf. 

·be forced to retl~_rn rul.i.ng pOiHer -~o t}ie Emperoro The Hestora-

bion of 1868 had its moral 0 nd intellectual justification in 
I 

the study of ancient Ju,an~se wayso 

T::3 Tokuge.v1·:i BB.kufn h;-}d encourac.,eJ. the purs~i t of litercr· 

arts , i~1 p2rticular, t~"i.,?. s·~.'~'...ly o-C Confuc ianls~ because it 

st_i'8S:-:-.~(1. loyalt-r cif' a :i.:~J:.ltCjd so.r'r ... 1\.-~ a 10:Jult of the study 

q f the c lc:1 ssic s, the Ko .i iki and. V·ie 1'.Ehongt (ancient histories: 

sc~100J.:; of Confur.;j_:rn.:i·:.:··:.:. ? th-:: pr0T:8r fo.:.;\.lS c:L loy3.lty ·was res-

tared to the Empa=oro 

·W8 'J 2.ro'.1Sec ··~o burning l.oyel·~Y by -r-.he t.2ac:lings cf· briJlj_,2:.nt 

to the K.o.j ikl, had pr,JC..1.81.~ .... 1r~d tho 1~ule of her descenciants over 

the Ba:-:ufu f;l' r ;:~_itjc.·:i , sconoi1Lc snd soc .'u1~. r~,J.sons was ex-

>· .tr..:;ss,:'1 in anti-i'orelgL:Ls.m as j:~ beca.1.1.0 increasingly involved 

with the Western natic~so ~he cry ot the n~Josition wes 

T;1e throne teCP'T.8 the m1if:ring f8rce in the .arising national 

G 0nsciousness during t..i'.le critics.\ pe.l'].od of Japan - when sirn 

b.ad to s in~c o:!' r;ihim in tho tide of modern power l)Olitics and 

tb h ., · · · ·t· r-~ ~- a· ::,a··L...,V·-1 a·~ ... ,,n of :pass .roug.L a CLras·Gic ·crc .. r _si 1.0:..1 . 1c1i1 ITlv ,. o ,:l b.L,'1.A...:-

provinces to a modern natiun. 
- 7 -



Sinc e t he Ras t o~1 t ion , the state ha~ endeavor ed to ce ment· 

:.:tt_.~:iiv'·::: .=:1~·L.r--:·.(.'1 ,.,, .... ,.l r•!:'1··1· 0·~~., ...,,).,.: .. . ,,, .. , "''"'Cj"l,r,t· rl 
, r .. . .._ • _ ... v ct..~ , -~<:- '· 11', .. .l. ·-~ .... 1. .. 'f•/',11. \ , ,:,t-',1:1cL .d •t.::u. . }-T(:3 nco forth , 

end loyal 
., . 

De, a c: e .m.ic ~ Th,:; 

·i - t '{ · r c .reuc :J ~\ .cw · ,(>J~ ltJ.n,::;r n. 

·r ~ t 1r ~, y, d ,! l"l' ::::, "'1 C 1 .... , 1 () ,., . 1 t• °\T ,L 1- r· • l.l -:, •"' ·1'- ,.. '~ C• ,'~, 1•.11(_') (' •.. · ,. ' (:J. 1•. n,.-,_·1. l..,- \,-.,_., fV· '1··1. n 1• J11. (,=l •i --;_,. l• ._ • .' .,. ,Y C\.l: ..!..' ,t ... ,i. ,.~t-, . ~ ' ... 'J •.,.') vJ {.j .::.• .... • 'IJI, · .••• l .v ...1.,.- . 

8ubordtr1.•tion of ChrL3tir;-,nity ~."3nd r-1v-JL 13ud.dtd.om t.o Sh'l.nto ln 

C 
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Jrno.ern Je.pan. A recent publication of the Department of Edn-· 

cation (Kor:utai no Hongi, 193?) declares that religion, govern-

ment and education in Japan are one and sa&e thing. 

The principal tenets of Shinto expounded to promote 

nationalism are belief in the unbroken rule of a divine dynasty, 

faith i tho protection of ~he ~ods over the state and people 

and the mission to estrblish Hak~~ Ichiu or the eight corners 

or the world under on~ roo.f. T~rn.se tenets sre not a rhitrarily 

concocted to suit the requircmentF of propagandao They have 

c om.e down from the ancient :-,1rnt, through holy writings arJ.d in 

the psychology of the nooplo. 

Shinto then may b~ considered unnaralleled as a means 

t.b.roU[!h which n8.tionalis.n1 oen be .fo~teredo Shinto is inse:1a-

::.· cble from the Japanes~ ::;tcte. It is a unifying faith contain-

ing :10 elements whic'f'!. l.~c ~~C· ont ovc:rsy and di visions e s do 

~·vo2tern fsiths. Nature and ancestor worship cannot be sur-

passed for inspiring love of country. The history of the land 

• inspires loyalty to the Emperor. Shinto creates a confidence 

of their 1"orth and superiority in the people. From Shinto 

comes the thankfulness for the blessings of the gods, inspiring 

traditions of heroes who now watch over the destinies of the 

nation, the impulse to serve t 1.13 Emperor, nnd the desire to 

fulfill the destiny of the stateo It is the coro of the unity 

of the Japanese and explanation of their psychology and actions. 

\ 
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CONFUCIANISM 

Confucianism is a system of ethical teachinss based on· 

family and ancestor worship. As a conservative social and 

political philosophy, it supplied a deficiency in Shinto morality 

and in Japanese life. Being in harmony . with the character of 

the Japanese, it was weloomed trom the first and has been or 
profound influence in moulding and refining that character as 

well as enriching the cultuce of JApan. 

The Confucian classic$ are said to have been first brought 

into Japan from Korea about 285 A .D. by \'vani. Wani was a 

Chinese who became naturalized in Ja_pac.. He tutored the Japanese 

crown prince in things Chinese. In this way, Confucianism was 

introduced to the Japanese e ourt. The court readily ad.opted 

the terchings because they stood for a conservative system of 

Government and were applicable . to the existing structure of 

In the ori·:;inal Cninese system, filial · piety was stressed 

over loyalty to the prince. But the Japanese ·characteristically 

reversed them to accord with Shinto. 

Confucianism is based on the ne~ tural relationship of the 

family. Therefore, in its simplest f or.m, it is a fa.mily cult. 

Jtilial piety then is its priiT.ary teaching. The expansion of 

this is ances~or worship. It is not certain whether ancestor 
,. 

worship was originally a part o:r Shinto. But as an influence 

in firmly establishing it as a fundamental factor in Shinto and 

in Japanese life, the r ale of Confuc iamism was not slight. 
- 10 -



Confuci.anism did .mEch tc r.iyster~iu.·V ... :z.8 .Jr.d eJ.abo:.c--=i.t0 on the 

.peo:;)l 2 2.s the bfi i:::c Lo th~ Er.:J.H:ror r.: s the apex o Lit, tl e room 

v1as left for i.n.(jvidn;.1lityo :S·-.r0ry pr•rson is made co believe 

the f arnil~i/ o 

of the 1and., 

ordered evsry hom0 5n thf ~~~ to ~0t a copy of the Teachings 

In ~nis ·:,:1y Gcnfnci.J1r... J_J_u.::-.s :u.:.d bep(,.me '.l p2.rt of Jn.1:_;s.nese 

life b b.8 .n ir.th <! ~:ri.t u.i ~1 o S0ci2l ~P4 ~olitical relations were 

rigidly nf::'to D1:,.ti<~~; W.:J'''·t~; ;.-L1C t":Gi'')l'.''J ri?.llt2., or whieh al::solute 
- 11 -



ohedience to :·one '8 supet'ior.9 "'Nr,.s consld.erea n~e . i".10<:.t. .tmportr-nt. 

Bet.WeAn en1'v°"~.t."'"r·,r·· ~11"a·· C!l11 ) J'rn·~- t'.J}iAr~ 'T'" • Q t., t"\.-:) 1 c, .. -·1 ·i·v· }--i('t' '(:le·1 •- -- •~. ,, '- '--' -'• ,., .. I . ..; ' \.J . ~ .. · ,1 • ,., •' .._, -' V .__, -· • ,/ ;.l ,ok v ,) ' · , .; ,', ..., .- l. 

·:5·,,c::i-..1·1:~ 
.. -! t.'L t,...._) ll . .,,. ,. ' 

,-, • ...... ·:,: .l~l,-.. ~ ....... 
1,.") 111.v e l, 1 ! '-'-'-~' 

cation nr .. c1 r::.or-::i.15.ty. r2hs icte:1..'3 of Confu(~iei.n1.s.?1 .. :c:ve been 1.:·:lth 

_part of the Jn~ersse cutluch :n lifo. 

IWDDII.G3iv1. 

Sh into .. 
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from a king in Korea to the Emperor of Japano An early re-

fcrner·, Prince ~;hctokn, was £,tLract,ed by the humc..nita2'iL~iliHi:1 of 

the new r1:;li.i?i01L Ho oo.mbi ncd iLs new ideas with the old into 

, wh2t js kn0wn as the Co~1titutio~ of Seventeen Articles of 604, 

&n or:;1~1y document in the ::3.eYeloY)Jr..ent of Japanese political 

r j_tunl and o:x:yls.nnfi.iono B1.1t they tool· over only the exterior 

I :~ 6.S5, BudcUdsm vms na tio11n.lize0 e Heretofore it heli been 

restricted to court and eJ:i8tocr.rntic c.1rcle~~ o P,.bout 750 

Bu.ddb i::i.m ro,, C!hed 4.t~s peak tn ,Japnn e \i~1e Emp,~:I'O .r 3ho.mu dee la. re 0. 

him:3eli' 8 serv;:iri~t of the ttree t .J·-.:-asures, the Buddha, the 

Bu~dhi~t scriptures, nna the priusthooao T0mples were eiected 

l 

~~ r~ [it s.t Nar::1 o 

It is possible that th0se-centuries ·or Buddhist prosperity 

~:ere yenrs of Sinoficationo But 0ne d~ive in the odontion of 

f orei·; n cul tu res by the Japanc:so wc.s tho doslre f'or eqnality o 

• 6_ C! '""i • , , r1 \ r.':J -· ·1 ,....\--~-• "b r ~ ~} ,.... t ~ ,. C'i c< 
1~ COD :,,., l .CLJ.,:.) ... ,.,~~s ,_•.t aC·{\.cJ.Iu.1.lt:.,.)1-), 8. E:ense of indi vid.un1it:y or 

whol.Gs,'1l·e. I.n th.e lon? .t'lll'J, nev1i i-loa:3 e,re, inve.riubly f it.ted t( 

So ciespit.u th.i.[:.; E:ntJ.mr~iasm for Buddhism, :the notive Shintc 

was no~ tor~otten.o Con:f.'1.:i.ct bPtween tl1e two was compromised 

by uni!;:i.ng the tv10 .1:·eligionr·o· Court-sponsored st"J.dies resultef! 
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in the creation of sects teachin~ tho. t Buddhist gods were merely 

with the object nf uniting r~ligi0n, the st&te , ru1d th~ peopleo 

T ,., . ' .p - "" -, t A ,.., i e .,.. · , • ,-~ • h ·wi 1 A ., -,,, .u.ere.L1..., .. e , c:en . ,1. •• ns a ... :cuna !J e .i.:.i.P~p0. o-'- , a mixed national reli-

L~ic,n :LnclucHng 7arious rati.onnlh,ed form .. s of beliefs qnd ideas 

vns fo~~m,J~1. ,Ja~)rt.n{-"Se Bud.cUtism is the1~efo.r.-e different fro.rri. the 

of' clv.1rity ;J.nd lt:ve to ·th0 i··.hintoist rirtues of loyalty and 

obedience. 

C'<l, .!nci--,-,, -nc..a,,.!.,,..e~ ....)L!.l. ;;_,_:. _ <. .Lvl.._l...i..J. \.. >, holy 1-vords 

J\ m id a I3 U t ::.m n f Or t h e f H. i. t hf uJ t c.. h c~ G f:.l Ve d ~ 

rn ' • _ I r • -,-, i- i <'' r1 ,.-., 1 f ) • l • 4 
I'."( ,1- r . +. .• ,.'\ ' _-, ·1'• 'I,-. ..l. J.l, •. c.u.r .,. Up,, on . 1D~L Jn,..4.,_ .. ,f'}J.Dl..,--.. r n ul'-D ,.1.L ,1 : 8 Irnne r ir: .. :i. 

establishmenh -of t~-;e T3ah1.ft: ::..i', I·(::: malrn!'a . The military, too , 

req_uirPd 2 E:~w , mm:e ri.~:l.d encl. s iupl .s i' o. itl1o Z1:..nl. BuddhiBm v1us 

t ~-.:.e o nswer to tb e n.e eds of the t :L::-r1e .; .. 

~s a lso the exorsssi0n of this ch~ractero 
- f 

• 



ualo As yet.the significance.of the AshikRga period in Japa-

Tl!Jcie histor~r· whnn Zo.n. was· et 'its be:L;~ht· has not yet be8n fully 

roc0gniZGdo 

78 n l0 ~ c~ ... dl0 J..~1°l°Cll.l~~u taa~~1·nr ·to ~r~cp .~J- JI ~ C: \.,lt. J. '.~) I ,f::J· (.l_,._) 0 Therofqre, although 

i tf::1 foll owe rs vvero many, its mar:rLe rs .corri.pnrc1 ti VGly fow in 

.nuw.ber. But tho Gffects o::.' Zen are to be found in tho life; 

~vV-o:rk end i.i.1flu0nce of 5.ndividualD and small croups of men "1111ho 

:· poor)le. 'rhr..:: tenc:bin.'.~;s of Zen, .i.t is scid , a.re ir-:possibla to 

cxpre;::s i.n L.:;peech or in writing. Logic a.nd reason are not 

applicabl8 to Zone I t r.~ust be felt. Ry · hc-1rsh s,irituul 

trninin.o;, pr:.1.rtic:llr:rly in self co1J.tro1 nndor any circumstance, 

a state of mind which :r.is3s cbovr:1 .rr10ro life is rea.ched. In 

sLcrt, it i:-: a ·way of livinc, a strict discipline of the ~ind 

and an attitude of' mind to·No.rds lifeo Act"i.on w,.:1 s to bo u.pham-

peI'Gd b:-,r solf'lshn0rrn, compl·::xities, calEtmities, or chang_es~. . . . 

It is easy to · seo v.rl:_y the Baku.fa ndo_ptod Zono Snmurai 

were treined to remain loyal, with indiffer3~ce to life or 

... death ., o.nd underso any· ri.a rdship ..-vi. th out com0lEdnt. 

Also during thi.s turbulent noriod in Jo.panese history, 

Ni0hir:on, a priest, prurtchocl his Buddhi,;t d.c:.;trineo His vv::ts 

a national~stic, milita~t beliefo He was a ·~roat prophcto 

Today his followers comprise a · .:;onspicuous :aenomins. tion, 

oxercisi.ng influence out of propo:-tion to their number, appeal-

ing particulnrly ··to chativinists. 
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The development of Buddhism in .Jap2.n vms dependent upon 

"'l • t • n. uman 1\~~'- r i-

\ w .. ,.. l i-• -1- ~-) n , r:· n (J· ':..Jf -· e J. - .J .•. . - V I;:;. • • • ' • :::, :.q.:;) , is a 

It is 

the _'.",.~.· . .,,·i.n. )v· r,. <'=.' tT l ~ l 8 ""8 ·f',;, ·1" j"' --- - '._/ II ·-.L . :' ,; ..-. <. , .• . ' 
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l"'eE::gars. .A festiYal dr1-y is a. social holiday· and a chn.ritable 

spirit flourishes , but exc0ut for this ch0rity, tlIBre is little 

in common in pre$.ent a.:-~.:,.- Buddhism in ,Jn.Dan and the faith pro-

claimed by its fonnde r in Ind la o 

BUSI IDO 

Jushi;lo means tl..,(~ F~~;~:y of th.13 Sr: .tr:uroi i 7 or warrior . Its 

esse~ce .was lcyelty f' 1d. self-srvJ.eiJ'ice for one's liege l.o:!'d , 

?· o.d finally, · the Empe .. f"l.... Arc,ur.1d it have been han.ded down the 

.t'01:,.~1est trad.i tions of ~ ~e r·· .:.e,.r.ese )1'.:lOple. And today it is 

::i. vitu]. force of Japc.1 t war, exp 1 ining much of batt.lef i ·sld 
l 

~r:1f~ sources of octern Bushido 1;lre varieC. c Its roots ~:::-1e , 

of the sacredness of the 

};epe 1~or ond the reverence and loyalty due him as the li ·d.n.:; 

ve~resent~tive of the Gods. With assistance from Confucian 
-social end political 9hilosppby , this idea of loyalty was 

s ystern.P t ized. 

The growtb of Bushid.o r~B r. e ,,11.scions idea was slow o The 

fi1·st :-ecordi.nt.·)s of it .in 1.Lte.r -1. tn.:i.·e clnte beck to the eighth 

oenturyo It grew ~ith the rls~ of the military and blossomed 

during the fcn,.d6 l ar;es v111 o n t..!ic wwr:rior wos 8.ll-important. 

Since Zen BuddPism VRS tr1e, ,:-,;··edom:~Y'ant culturB.l and reli-
' 

,; imrn force 1.11. ,J :.:1 pan at tb.is t imt'.:1, .it exerted great influence 
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t 1.., e x:1 t ,.. __ ) r.: c o :->. r1 r, ,~ ·-+- ·""' ·••• i· " J i ·, .l.. i· '"' 1· .-:, i· 11 , · n 1 · 1 n 1 1 Cl t . - !,, ',n·; :. (!. _ • •• :.) l, v _,c-1 ,- . cU 1.1/0:r.' l, .. J..:/ 110D()J' , .~] !10.. · ,C 

pe:~· form. the i . ., u u.t ·~.e c u.nd iscoura;3:3d by ·l j__ff icul t i8s c:· tl1 e op i -

aJiNay~3 on c."J.F-;_t·ect,J:::.· . It:.te.i.J.1::~e:--:00 c.2rn_:; siJ,.)ond , ·Jnd. mc,_teri;;l 

cei:·:.trol. , fortitude , ::-,na_ encLF·~.nc-3 were instilled l;y stern .methcdso 

theiI ~Orth 8S SPmursi c 

Bnf.')J.1.::.do '\"Jr:.8 not cou.C'~lEed to the fi~htinr; :?GX alone ., The 

, 
- lC -



, 
roqtdred thnt V'l"J.cno.n of n::un:c.rai fn.m:i.lies urhoJ.c1 a simil~::i.r code 

·c:, :C hon or . ·.·r,J.~' P. ,.<'..; e .L·•ri r_,.·.1. •. 1. ~.+ ... J.0 r_,n P1 1/' 16-•_:_'1 e .·lY\ Or'\me res ne c+ s C' t Cl.,... ne r •:::ini1 
- J - , - , • • l ._, . - ~ V , l.; ~) ',.i.l.'.I. . ..;' U I u VJ.. _ . 0. 1..-l 

rnol'E; ~3t:..rore -~han ~l-!8 d.s.:.rLc-.i nd:~ .mcdo upon .me!'l.o \\To.men were not to 

.i1.::'r:1.r·er their husb2.nds, f::::thers c:· ~l· OG3 1)y v:enkr.ess of will or 

sorrow, no ~Qa t ter hoi.\ intenss o Thoy V\JG.-ce tra i.ned in the use o:f. 

wer.,pcns tc p::"'otect the.i:nsel.v3r. c:ind their ch:i.ldren in ti.me of 

ro.cthod wher0by th9:v y1ere to t'Jkc ·their own lj_v,eso 11hus i.ndi-

vLtnP.l ~")8rso.nr-' U_ty \\FJS fH..ll!01·r!in2ted to loyalty o The r·3cipient 

o:':' tr. is loy.:il ty held 2 ~~;OWerful -i.'J~l :)C1 l'-. j_n Bushido O ?osses:1 ion~ 

Con:Cucja.nif-m, n.11d ~3ucldhism. . :i)o~pite this, t.he co.m.rn.on 11.'.)·~~ions 

of :311Shido 8:!'8 ,)8.'18:CLL '.:.lD.( romrintic rc.::;thor thon forr.1~ilo 
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samurai did not eom..rnonly as soc iR te with the mass, in many WP.ys 

s 1·1oh 88 the thestr8, 1 .. :gend n.nd 1:Lter··_ tur e, .ideal[: s nd trad i-

Yo sh id Ci 

oi' good. c it lze .o.s 112. po · .. ~n_ tt the 2 L ·., .::· L n.r t.n t .3r net io na l .re] e. t ions 

onJ. the s c.mse of n ·.~_ tionalis:-:-: , th3 .feoli.~1g of l.oyslty to the 

will to stand. equ::c l with .thr.:1 mor') r.:id~1 0..nced nation.J becn.n1e o. 

c~allange to Janan. 

force in per~et11e t i:1. ,..:, Vee id32l of loye lty to the e.mn~1:·or. 

ftlno in the Im9eri 0l ~escri~t on Education, ·bhe most 

w Llel? quoted writ in?) on n c:-:1 t ionf:11 morality, the idec.l. s of 

·:-"3ushj_do nre included. J\t c ~~ remon 1'"-}S attending n ci tionel l1oli-

on fes t~ iviti~-~s like "tr·,, _., -y,I c 
.. - ' '-· _... L) ' and at every s6hool ex~r-

noss end resd to 8 husjed crowd. :.
1l1 ore lv-, ve c2scs of suicide 

In 1 .sr12, tlltJ srunurRi es 8 soc:i.1-11 clc1.rrn was rJissolved, but 

this ~s s ma0e no difforenc~ in the following of its strictest 
- :~o -
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codes by many descendants of samurai s_to0k and meny admire.r.s. 

of fendsl ways. When En:i.peror Tt,:ei,ji clied in 1912, his eeneral 

Nogi, hero of Port .t-'\rtl::ur, and his ·t.1i:eo ce2e.rr:onially committed 

suicide beccuse of ~n inten~e loyclty that death.could not 
~.evero This is f.:'. Cl.P~·1S J.C 8XE:mplG Which _proves i;;llc:1 t 1?USh.idQ 

st 11~ lives in Jn pan. r.I.1he :fTL.reo Human Bombs n o:f.' the Sha .ngha i 

follov.Ji.ng the ancient ec:foo of .~'u~ihido in :-3acrific in:-.; their 

·lives for their Em'?eror o 

THE POLI~1 ~C_! L 'J:1"i~~~~\,· ~-.·y O? ' ·.'F;.~; J ""?.f F:S:-3E S~I:1! TE ·----------· 
In the JC:i.;)Emese- CO!iCe)"t o:~·. tbe state, the roletions 

betv11een the. :ieo 11.e, the ::~~v:!•"l1H'or ... ,nc. the stnte are not so much 

polit.ic8l :::1S ~~my ara moT~=~l :~n·l ;::pi.ri.tuel.. Fr_om the ·religious 

.ic:e0-3 .cf Sh:into, strc-m::·~.he:1.*:Hl :,y Confucianism. ano. 13,uddhism, . . -

the stcte is thou.,-~l1t of. as consistin;~ of _pers.onal reletions 

between th? )q O?J.s, the Emporor, and e;od.s . Therefor_e, the 

psychological b8sis fJ:01:-:: wh::.ch th2. Jf;'tpenese view their country 

Etnd its rel8tionH with the rest of the vvorld is .much more 

personal ·and intense t.l:2n tl:~'tt or n more·1;)r2,ctical, or sh.all 

we sey, a realistic Jeople. The deeg rali3i6us b0sis of poli-

ticol 1~hou:~;ht mckes the ,Jep.~1.nese polittcel c~ystem unique . 

. Compnr:3d to the react inn 8VO~·::ea. in tJv~ minds of Western 

people ·when they re;;ard their state, the sense o:f individuality 

and superiority insti:ictively, unroservodly, Pnd continuously 

felt by tb.e JnnGD9S9 is t vital f3ctor in understundin~ the L • . ..,.. 

J2,panese et ·~wr. ·11hc s :::ic• te 0.:3 s holy ob Jee t is on ideG foreign 
- 2-1 -



to the '\lest. At times the wen terr. =.:itr:;te .rr::s bee.1 clo~.:;ely 

. - t. f'. d . th 1aen 1~1e w1. rnce, d.yn~:isty, rnd rell:;i.cn, but today, in the 

selves a cho:.'en peoplE:1 sinc8 the 1 i~. t,na :n.i.sty days of anti-

q_ nity. Th is sense is prev ::ile n t D 1~ :,:i 11 t :b1r~ ;J a nJ dur inr; war 

rises to a high pitch. Wester~ obser~<lrS and J~panese them-

selves connct conceive of Jcheir .n:::tion bowin.3 before anotter. 

It is easier to inwgino, if wor3t eotJ.3S to worst., t:hnt the 

re.ce should be 1.".J iped out to the lf:st m.on. r!:1 ther t t2.n surrender. 

nose. From the ).:heory cf' fl.rte est or wor1:.::~.i.p rind Shinto mythology, 

t·.rises the belief in c.::c c.:: (~ivini..:0:·.' cf t-..l:e l~::1neror, the G'.J.cred-

ness of the islands anC:i tt ·?- co~~i:1011. tle::ic -~r, t nf. the race. In 

tur8l, 2nd socie.l. TJ~ore i::.:l no di:3ti\J.cticm i).etwoer. politics 

everything Jayan~2e. 

• .j-
lv, 

iEJ net conscioi..-:s ·::. s ,.:. set of icl e·-.. s :)' :'.: ·~c--;m. i .. n °r)lc.ck ancJ ·white. 

It is "11or·e .:~ n. instlrct the.n '.' t.ho c,ryo ~.::o th-·_,. 'c1Gsi.,:.ns.tion of 

-'- h t 1 1 ' • , t ' • . • • 1 , ., 1 ... T"\ - ·t .; 4- ·i /"I r, 1 0 _ e ,3 r-m t-COKti.t,8. l \~o , nir3 1:,1r inc l)A. .J .. __ y _: .J u.: .. ...1.. L- -V~-~'. - n nrl a 11-enc om-



··nG cr;n d.o well to iri.S:)·3ct t.h is f0r i n i t l i es the the ory. o:f the 

'I1he concept 01· the ·state to the Japanese i s Gt all t i mes·· 

wrrm , perso~nl 0nd i nt 0 1·1se 1 c,,.,..-,1·~-v to t1·, e -i:rm··"ero,., 
-· .'4 ,.,) ·-' ..... ..L ..Jv l-'< u.; .,.L j..:.J .:.J _L o 

bG seen in some of tha ide1s Bssocia t ed with kokuta i: 

l o Divine ancestry of the J~panese Em~eror . 

2. :Et0rnity of ,.::.]'-i_o L:rl_pel'i!:il line. · 

3. Priority of the I m~orisl l i n~ . 

4 . Relation of ancestor worsh i p Lo the state . 

5 . Existence of 2 c oll.'8c t i v-8 fem.lly sy ste_JJ. with the 

So koh:'.utai is built; ur· rr,,.";_inly i'ror~. t.he idea :..,nd prnct i ce 

of the living representative of the 

Ja oane se stete , the 9urDose for 

whlch t::le people of Ja~J8.n E..re bo en is cons icJ.ered by tb em to bA 

for the ~)erfection of 1rnki..;.taL T~1 :3 id.oa thet the st,nte ex i sts 

to protGct the indiv i du2l h0s nc pl0ce in Japano To the Japa -

t ' t t . P '?·Se , ll '3 S D 8 lS not a menns , but on end in i toelf. 

one in Ja,an lives for the Emoeror 3Ild the st0te a 

Eis tor i c G. J. s t ir,ml i to k o k u t e i , c r j s e D in the p ·" st E1 n d 

r resent , build u:~ :,nd iLtensify loyAl ty te: -the Em1)eror o The 

m2laJ~inistration in eerly JaJEn thet necossitqted t~e Ta i ka 

~ eform under the z rent Sh3toku ~cish i was the ~irst o The 

u~ s ent n8ed of Ja~0n at that ti~e , unitic2t i on r nd centr2li-



z et ion of the pol l t icnl power of the t heor racy , vm s f ulfill ed . 

D,, ···, r. . . ~ e r: .· ,:-J" l 1.- ,....,r,...· .·,1'' +- 1. . .,. ···+· '--1 J _ 1-·h. • • • 
I ..... .'.....!...Ll.., ~·.u.· - 1 ..lv - vvc .::, U . v .· . .:.O J011..J:.· \) oen.1..,l. cenuu ry , ·0 .. ,.e inspiring 

~GPds of loyPlists ~rovj~e thrill in~ t~8ditions to l2ter gene -

r?tions . rch e. R-3::,toration C'f l.f)' :_·)S 1·., r·01 1 !l' __ l1t !.l'.J ... C'. 1J_t ,, ,..,33"n r> hOn()'e C"' _ _, ..,L _ • l j · _,_, 1_, J. ! ,-.. , J :·; , ,::, 

~D~t in( e ed ~e SUhli~Jo 

·-~· cicst .~n wor s hip o·f' the c~o6~J f.:Ild ::,.nces·r~ors ... rrhe residence of 

') Ctb shrine 2 nc. pc<.le.ce o ·111. r...] .i. ,J.e .~-: the:: t ~~ove .r.nment is en ex'.:)res -

si0n of the will of the .~o {is hss r,. lweys teen a belief of the 

se~~tc ti-.re of tl'1e ·;ods o So it 1s 1:nnossible. t;o st:n:::Tcr.te reli -

tte ne o,1e i n worship snd prcver nt snecified ~olid r ys ~nd in 

o:f \vh e re ho if3 or v1hc t .h.e t s (1o f n ~ joins in pra~,rer a,t prec i.:lel.y 

cccu,., ;:;_nts bov1 co :;etLe:r- in tha r:1.:Lroction of the Inrneri~' l. 1? r:lnce c • 
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Probably the ntrongest factor in the developm.ant or koku ... 

·u~a1· bas beAn the t f t h" · Shit - a spec . o nnce~ or _wors ip in n o. 

b e lief in co.mm.on ancestry and its worship, a social and pol i-

t ical unity has been preserved. Fr1milies were tied to the land> 

to each other, to the Emperor and to the gods. The belief 

theoretically cements allegiance of the people by biood. 

The nature of the Emperor's position in the political 

system can be. seen in the ncture of his ascension. Because 

he is consdered supra"®. no cne hqS tne power or authority to 

erown him except hi~~~lt. Alon~ j.n a sacred hut 1 new emperors 

g o through . .an. aacensio o .n.y in which they receive their 

cl ivine ·right -to rule · ~ he oda ·themselves. 

a nd result in a .. politloel, soo al nd religiou8 system dif-

ferent from that of· ·c ,er oountry in the world. It in..:.· , · 

s p ire~ an intense patriot!s.m, a loyalty and willingness to 
. 

s,elf-sacrifice 'Qecause --of the strong __ elem.en't- of spiritual and 

r eligious feeling attached. 

Ja!)an has never exp~riencea~a revolution. Shirts in 

political influence and power between families. clo ce . to the 

Imperial house have been frequent, but ther8 never ha.s been 

a change in the :fundamental idea of the inviolability of the 

Emperor. In 759, Dckyo, a Buddhist priest, exercised an evil 

influence over the - Empress Shotoku and dared to contemplate 

marrying .q.is way into the Imperial Family. An envoy sent to 

co.nsult the oracle of Hachiman in Kyushu returned with a reply 

- 25 -



t}rn t Dokyo, . not being ·of · Inir,iciial bloorl, was inelit;i ble. Th is 

9~.·ocodent established onc·e- amf ·ror all ·the· principle, i'Qnce a 

subj~ct, al:ways a subjectte · ·in Ja.'pnn: 

~I'he Restoration of 18G8 was not a revolution as were the 

changes .in povrnr and 1:;overru:nents of Ev.rope. No ort;enized 

peasantry or bourgeoisie wrested pov:er from the feudal lords 

to instltute a fundamental ·ch~n~c l.n the form of government. 

The political parasite, the Toku.3:,ry1.,: . Shot:.:un, was ousted without 

any change in the Imperial system. In fnct, under Emperor 

Meiji., the I.r1.per'inl system was str')ngth.'ened as never before o 

·r11e traditional position of the Empero~ was clearly 

state1 in t~ie c.onst1tution of 188\1. Thj_s document was not 

i' or ced fro;n t:te Emperor, but vte.s granted by hi.m to the people 

~,.r, J.t J3 tl:10 s.incere beli,3f that it ·1ould benefit the ste.te. The 

0r:1.::istl.tut. i.on ls necessarily- Imperialistic; the unli.m.ited 

f 'JV.1Al"~ o.f' the emneror -..'17e.re clarified and put down ·i.n bls ck and 

v.y;.i:tto. Article ::.,our reads, "The Emperor is head of the emp1re 

c 01•1..t; j_ '1.in[~~ in himself all powers of the state .••• ii. Sacred-

ness and inviolability are also attributed to him. He cun do 

no wrong ~ So the original Imperial system _was in nQ way ~1-

tored. To the contrary, these powers were confirmed for the 

first time in a document. ·I1he abrJ oluteness, contrRsted to the 

flexibility in Western con~titutions, can be seen in that the 

amendment power rests solely in . t]~c Emperor. Viar, peace and 

treety power obviously nre his. .He i .s tp.e -source or the -judi-

c iary !.)OWer, and every lRW requira.s his sane t. .io.p., VJhich means 
.· : 
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• an absolute veto power over every bill draw~ up by the Dieto 

At tLnes in the ebb c:md flow of history, contre,ry in-

fluences have been brought to bear o~ t~e system and espe-

cially with the advent of western ideas, danserous thoughts 

have been harbored. But w}reneve r it seemed c-..s if basic ele-

ments might disinte3rate and be destroyed by the impact of new 

and r2dical ideas, r~actions set in. to counteract themo In 

the 8E",. rly twenties, in the heydny of democrPcy and relatj_vely 

slight politicsl tensio~, Prof~ssor Minobe of the Tokyo 

Imperial University developed. anc1 defended f' or a number of 

yeE,rs the interprata t ion ths, t th(z E::1._;1sror was merely an orr3sn 

of the state, Lo.ter, the times ch.~rn.ec1a Suddenly a patriotic 

rr..ovement rcvecile-~ tho r1enacc of this blssphemyo The charge 

vffs rleb2tea in the Diet. Iviinobc retructed to no e.vail. He 

WE s ::_)ut on trL~l and found ~1:uil ty o 

In recent yecrs the t hcory of Ht1.kko Ichiu, or the whole 

·world under one (Ja?9~eee) roof, has been revived from ancient 

sourceso It is s vague concept 2-s ciro sc r1eny Jspanese ideas. 

~he dynGmic aspect of _it is that V:ey believe JnDan has a 

divine mission to bring lJeace, order, ~~nd l1appiness to the 

entire world under the leadership of th8 Emperor and the gods. 

So the Jann nese st2 te todev is not _m_uc.h a ifferent from 
L: ~ t,/ 

thc..t ~,1hi.ch J·21)anet3e of ear.lier tir.1es knew. Political thought 

still consists of moral ral.e.tions bet"/Je8n the Emperor ond 

subject.· Loyalty is the most irn_portc1.nt of them. It is almost 

a pass~on witb the J2pr·:-·nese o.nd constitutes patriotism. The 
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very idea Qf Japnn mer.:.ns more than a googr;-.,phical name or a.· 

country, it is evoryt.hing, extendil<z into '-3tern ity. 

THE ?1'.I\:ILY SYSTE11 

In the unity· of JD.pan, the family , ... ssumes an all _pervad·ing 

infl uecce 8 nd importanc-e. 1}.1J:·.i.o JC?-:pan8se have ·an· idea of a 

national. collective family syft8m. (S0:30 Kazoku Seldo) composed 

of all the :::~epn.r8te individual f(.1.milies of the nation-iNith the 

Imperial House as the chief vnd original family. The idea 

that the Emperor· j_s t~hs f ~1t:1er o:e the nc.ti0nal family comes 

from this as much as l'ro.m re 1.ig:i.ous .ideE .. o. 

Confuc is.nism s tre11gtrieneJ. t11e conc.ep ~ of t .he importance 

of the family as ?- sooiel ur..it.. J°F.pane'38 moral philosophy 

arose from the idea that the f2~1ly, the ;roup was of mere ~~ 

portance than the individual. rr•o the Jepanese, right and 

wrons ar-e considered from the· po:Ln.t o:· vlev.1 · of vvhethe:r act ions 

w.ill benefit the group. Netur:::.lly, duty comes be·f·ore -r.ight • . 

Individual interests ano abilH,ier-:i must conform. to the group 

policyo Obedience, patience ond sscrifice·ore highly regarded 

virtues. Respect,for old aee and·authority i~ stresssd. 

The fnmily s yste.CTJ. is the soc j_cl m.anifestatiori of ancestor 

worship. In prb1:i.tj_ve d.2ys, it v1ns tlle worship. of comm.on an-

cestors that drev,1 di:3tnnt relrtivos around ·Ghe common altar. 

rrhe family system c1nd tH1.cestor worship V·iOrk togetJ1er in solidi-
._ 

fying the ncitiono In "t"jimes of s arrow E.1 nd. t.:i.."'ouble, families 

come -to one &ncth::)r 's ·help. ... 
1l'his group SDirit draws larger 
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sec inl unite to ::;eth.er wlH:n unity is neGded. And in times of 

natiunal peril, the feeli..:.1 e- w11.ic11. can be produced is a tre .... 

:1rnndous f'oroe, in .01$ny vmys a iff erent from, c. nd much more in-

tense than, ·ere emotion evoked by western patriotism. 

'.I1hc existence of a stron:~ family s ystem mgkes a people 

1t1c re conservr.~ tive 2,.n.d res'1ectful of thE-~ past. A strong obli-

ga tion persists that cnwtoms 0nd teschin~~s which are handed 

cJov,n must be observ· .. :1, bccc.use fl?or:1 .:::onerntion to generation, 

a spiritual ti.,e link.-: tr:.0 ::?fat:--;j.ly :~nd individuals in it with 

the p :::1 st. 

Under a family f4~.: 1 rt~t11, iri/Il!. 10'1&.ls have significance 

fir st as mem.be.r s of e, .mil .i.1H: • J.-::, od :~imil ie s have a very im.-

p orta n t. position in ·c;>J r~r)~.~ietJ. I1:dividur.1ls are taught to 

keep the name of' their f .~ .ilies 11!{soiled 2.nd to increase its 

]:re.stige. Strange p.rfci, ,,; \ t0 :,;: A.CCH~~-- .ny the effort to continue 

ff;r11ilies. Yoshi 01· ad.opt ion is one·. Vle see the peculiar 

phenomene of a fnr::.ily of cellbates,. the Sqionj:5.., c0ntinuln3 .. 

f.or · ccntur .ies G 

1rhou3l~ in tTe ;)an, men co.me f ire.t, the mother is a source 

of iml,pira tion to:r. t.he idenls wh.ich the fr--,niily system requires. 

~}he sub.merges h er life completely into that of the fAmily. 

She completely renounces }:erc,i:31:f:' fo.r tb.e :;ood o:r the family. 

She therefore is 8. stren sth i::1 the fan-:ily system and in a · 

lar~er sense, the nationo 
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of .th~_milit?ry have been blessed with success. The long inde-

?~ndence of Jr~pan end more recently her• posit~on as a ~reat 

power in t:10 world nre. conside~ed d )ren1!ent upon her mll_itary 

poVJer. 

best characterizes the sptd.t, of ;f:-n:in~1 1.n hiB unquestioning 

loyal t~f to tho , Emgeror e • 

For seven hundr8d · V(.H\.es, :~li.1 j_tPr.y :t1.on d omi.ne tea. KB . .makura 

into the community cf ncti(:ins sew r~.en, imbued with the samurai 

ideal, play a· dominatinz ~ole iri the modernization ·of Ja~an. 

rn1e 'two rumdred (~ nd f i:fty ·year's o·r Toki..lgRV/8 pee ce aml the 

ninety-odd years folloining ·:;~o O!)eni.n-:::; of tj he country have seen 

this exe.rt };ree.t,_ ._infl,.ut3nce on the national life.. Fence in 

J;;1pan, the-~ old ier represents something more thar1 mere fight. ine; 

prowess; he .haa been Rdmired in pAace ~swell as in war. 

Even in th..e 8.d.mi.ra·:;:ton of tlrn nilit1:;_ry spirit, ·the moral 

io.eals involved a.re glm' if'ied. rei.the-c· t~w.n rnnre fe,:1.ts or exhi-

bit ions of courage. It io the beeuty of' !=:elf-sacrifice im-

Pe l led by lc·,,1"<':\lty o ..... 1··· 1·1;~1.· r-- ~r:it"tr t.h,"'lt n.1..·_-;")8Sls to the ,Japanese. _ , • ,/CA , .J. • -·'· ,, . .... ',. ~-
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Therefore the mi l :tt2 ry tradltion in Jr:,,pa.n is little more 

th8n the idealizP:tlon of the spir·it of "Sus::iido . 'i1raditic1.ns of' 

l ·~ T -~;. lt;~· end ccT . .r:.1 ~;G ::in drc:na , stor>y , A~.d .:-rnng are iden~-~ical for 

both , most of "'; rhich ar.?; bariod on occu::-rcnc 13,·:i dur in.g t ht:) feudal 

}'c 1.1da li~:i rn. in Js _p:1.n ls st ill vd.tLin the memory cf the 

seven hundred. yer, r~~ :i.n -~ _b.0 _f_'(~i-·mr·. t·~-;r5 po:r?iod , and 1ep.:nlly ondod 

Q f t h G .;:-w t j_ 0 11 • 

vnrrlo.rs is :.,rif ht wlt.:;}1 theD.l:n.:; :l no rornentic trc3ditions . I n 

the mCJrc.l s t. 1:11:da rds of t.hs !1D ti on. , the mnnly virtu::: s of the 

of tLe p~o'.Jle Grid direct ins the _roli.cy of the stu.te in int.er -

af oence . Possibilities cf foreigD conflints were .... . .. . pre -

·with c, c h ift in e.r1pLQs is f'rom. 

P l ' ::"I m •:, r> ,y o' .p +- ,,., ~-.\ B··· ,.. , "11 'L'"' l.l l'.J.,:.i( ''-' ' .L '-' J V v J.''>. . ' required. the wi intena:--1c e of 
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status quo and rigid r0gimentation became the order of the day. 

Prior to feudalism, the family system had already esta-

blished the principle of obedience to superior and authority, 

the sacrifice to duty and loyalty to the group. Feudalism 

t rc:1.ined the individual along the same line on a larger scale 

in preparation for the culmination of social cohesion in 

nationalism through loyalty and devotion to the emperor in 

modern Japeno 

Much of the strength of Japan at war c omeE> f ram the samurai 

ideal, the martial spirit, e.nd g.roup l)Sychology - the heritage 

· SYW.I1If2~S IS : Yl'JEA ~ 0 D} 100· SHI I 

Exami~ation of a few institutions of the Japanese reveals 

an interrelation between all of the.ra . They all work t award 

o i1e pur !)OSe, the glor if ica t ion of the , Empe·ror. and the state, 

·which stand for the same thing to the Japanese. The very nature 

/ 

of their civilization: creates a strong nationalism. So nation- t 
al ism may be c onsidored a living philosophy of these people. 

The highest ideal in Japanese life, institutions ci.nd 

thinking is loyalty. It is not only the highest ideal, but is 

the life and blood of their existencec It is deeply rooted in 
; 

their mental makeup and everything in their lives is consciously 

and unconsciously made to increase ito 

A \le stern philoso,Jher defines loyalty as the will to 

- 32 -
I 



believe in something eternal and to express the1.t belief in 

practioc:J. lif~ ~ ·with· true loyalty, life is· ,given unity, pur-

pose, and stability. To. the Jap~nese ·loyalty is the greatest 

d u ty 2nd virtue and gives : signific~nce to their lives. This 

is ce.t:.L"tered in veneration of the Emperor VJ.ho st8nds r"or every-

.thing ~:;ood o 

?hrough Confucian, D~ddhist and Bushid6 additions with · 

proper 2lterations ·to the indigenous Shinto ideas, there has 

been built up in Japan a remarkable sys tem of mor2lity~ 

Loyal t:sr is the basis of re.li{:ion, soc:l.8.1 in~:3 titutions and the 

9cliticc-l system\) 'firnrsfore, to the J.S)ene~e, .J.oyolty is no~ 

C.i1 abstrnct :)rin.ci1?l ·:.1 nor n mere i.:Jealism. It L~ their wo..y of 

life, and when nece3sar:; is t:lad.ly expressed j_n fam:.tica.l 

s c:.. cr if ice .. 

, '.the c cncti pts, ide::1ls and institution? rl. 8 scribed, the 

r~cial characteristics upon which they are based and the ideals 

,,,:.~- ich they qerpet 1rn.te are evidence of Ya.rr.a to DamashiL Ya.ma to 

DPmashii literally means Soul of Old Japano Here again to the 

ind iv:LJ,}B.l Ja_r;a.nese the concept is not too clear o Neverthelesr. 

the tertri has o. noble and challenging association to him.. , ..... 
00 

i. t · is r;1oe t '3Xpref.i S ive Of this Attitude and 9sychol0Gy when 1,. p 
L'-' 

.c ega.ris other peo~le end intern:1tional .reL:itionso P.nother 

term used synonymously with it is iJippon Seisliin - the Japr..nerv 

I 1h ,2 :::::reatest force, a .:.i uperb means by w.hich e~ll this has 

b.:3en consciou2ly ir11pl::inted on the people ic the m·tional . 
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education system. Japan has one of the highest literacy rates 

in the world because of the vigpr with which Meiji leaders 

established schools. But this education is not solely for 

the sake of knowledge. It is controlled in the interest of 

the state. ~ducf:tion cannot be separated from government and 

religion in Japan. Thought considered detrimental to state 

welfa.re is condemned as dangereus and is suppressed. The avowed 

purpose of the national school system is to create loyal citi-

zens. 

In this way, religion, morality, political thought, edu-

c~tion, ~nd the $Ocial system all work toward making the 

Japanese feel distinct and apart from other people. The 

attitude and psychology thus instilled is contained in the 

concept of Yamato Damashii. That is the spirit with which 

e Japanese are now fighting the de~ocraciese 
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