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A ~I · A CE E =-=--=-:..:=::. 

The Gr:i.r:c dn Heloc·l.1-.icm Center is 
namod n..ft. ... ,.. Ln:c.che , bou.utiful daughter 
o~ Oc h i - nee (m.cnning 01J.o - eyed), chief of 
the Cheyenne Indi~m tribe whicl: roamed 
these vrind - swcpt prairies and pitche d their 
tepees ~mongst·the cottonwoods along the 
Arkurtso..s iU ver . . · 

It was in 1863 ~hut John W. Prowers 
for whom the county is named , wooed and 
.mnrried Amache nnd b ecarne heir to. 8.lr:1os t 
two - third · ·of the land along the Arkansas 
Hi ver from' Lan:ar to Las J~n±mas. Spec i.al -
1~q.ng in ~att_lo raising; ho ·became fnbu-
lou sly, weal thy· and at the time of his death 

. was said to be worth a mi 11 ion c.nd half 
dol lc. rs • 

Amache ts daughter- in- law, 4 111rs ." Joh::.1 
"d . Provl6rS Jr • ., a graci9us , silver-liq.ired 
lady, is stilJ. living in Lo.mar, Colorado~ 



FOREW01tD 

The' year 1942 witnessed an event unprecedented 
in the long epic of Americe .• 

Immeqintely c..'..fter Jr.prrn' s ntto.ck on ?earl 
Hr.rbor and the s ubsequont dee lE.i.rati on of vw1r, ir-
res is tibl e mo.chinery v·rent into operation sto.rtin~ 
Q chain. of events which fint·,l ly culminc.. ted in tho 
complete reaJvul of all Jnp~nese, bbth citizens 
und c .. l ions alike from the wost coast• 

The first inkling of thing's to come was n. 
letter to the President ~n Februfry 13, 1942~ f~o1 
the Pr.cific Co·.st cone;ressionn.1 delege.tion recom-
mending the re ,novc.l fro::i strr.togic ':.ra s s..11 per-
sons of J ;'.. pLnese ::.m0estry . 

On Februr.ry 19, by ·Executive ordez:,. the pres -
ident nutLorized the mili tt-r·y commanq0r to pres-
cribe certa.in [.Ters from which any or e.11 persons 
mn.y be excluded. Under· this uuth6.rizo.tion Li'.Ju-
tonr..nt l.Tener'..l.l J. L. DeWitt, comne.nder of tho .V!es• 
tern Defense Com 1.r.nd, on ;Jhrch 2, issued c.. prqclr~­
mLtion designo.ting militr ry r. r -;ns in the. str~tc of 
Wr.shington:, Oregon, Cc.liforniu. r.n4 1' rizorH. from 
whicr, the Jr:pc..nosu, both s.liens o..nd citizens wer3 
to be evacu£'.tud •. 

On iVIc.rch 1-J, the \·v,'\.rtime Civil Control !dmini-
stn,tion wns estc.blishod to supervise tlw v~tst 

evo.cu"..tion progrn.m. It w::.s through this office 
thnt the J~pnn0se disposed of their prop0rtios, 
recoi vod th0ir instructions r nd vrnre us he rod irito 
the vc~rious ~'-~,scmbly centers prior to their exodus 
further inlc.nd. 

An oxecuti vo order ( 9102) issu0d on hr ch 
18 cror.t0d th0 ·1Nr~r HGlom~tion Authorit~,r, u non-
militL.ry agency which is Ltt present working on n 
long-r:::.ne;e p:rogrc.•1 of pormCLn0ntly relocc.ting tho 
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evacuees. There are ten of these projects, two. 
ea.ch in Calif~Yrnia,. Arizona and Arkansas, one each 
i'.1- Utah, Idaho, Wyorrrin~. and Colorado -

The Granada Re location Ge;1ter was of fie ia l ly 
opened on August 27, Hi4:2, with the arrival of the 
fir st contingent frorn Northol•-r: C'..t: . .'~fornia, m o·st 1 y 
consisting: ~f Sutter c cunty, YoJ. o e ounty, Sb.nis-

· 1a us county, M~rced co\.:nJc;/ a.n.d part of Sacramento 
county; around the IJelta lier.ion. Subsequently on 
September 19i g,.rou.rri .f'rortl sntrthwest of Los Angeles 
county arrived, co:npletLig the project's occupa-
tion on Se pt.ember 30 .• 

W'ith these feN words: of introduction, it is 
hoped that this pamphlet may, to some degree, en-
li~hten the public on the many activities within 
the project and attempt to :symbolize the earnest 
operation of the War Rel©cation Authority, in per-
manently resettling the evaouees into normal .Ameri-
can communities as rapidly as possible. 

James C. Lindley 
Project Director 
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Documentation Section 
Reports Office 
Amache, Colorado 
Henry Kusaba 

Joe ~.Teele lland 
Ropor.ts Officer 



l 
J t-.:. I 

.. ... .. ....... j 

I 
1 

d ..,, 
I-
,-

'-'"' 
...._; 

c:: 

~ 

t-- · 

a: 
\... .• 

(~ 

--· 
'-W 

d 

.. -

.... 

0 
r-·· .-1 

cO 

11 

.;: ....-

t...1-1 

_J 

a: 
\...,I 

Vi 



,-·-· 

I 

I~ ,.., . .. ;~1. 
/' 

.; .·/ ... ! 
i. /' 

It' 
/• 

I• 

;: 

-·r ~T.~~;:-71- ·· 

·--- __J 

I __ 

<..,..· ... 

"'> r~ --. 
' .... ,4 .... ' 

, j "\ 
(: 

. ________ __::.· .... --4 -------·-------------·--------.. ·--

-·4-



G11'f~.i.U.L DESCJ.IPTION 

This is Ar.1a.cLe, Colorado. IL is one of the 
most unusual cities in the ~tato. It literally 
sprc~nc up overn-L bht on a desciL.tLo prairir: vfr,ere 
a short time ag;o onl~,r sag.al:r...:.~}., ,[,_ctns f:l..:1.d Jus··· 
siun thistles survived Jc:ie 'Njnt··.:r snow nnd the 
hot summer sun. 'I'ho only c1.~·,~turos v:hich seo'mricl 
to feel at home } ~ er·; vrcffe tt!"l ,jn.ckrEd·,l1its, rat-
tl"rnna1rns and turtles o 

The 1 ocale of th i..s project is the or ip; ina 1 
hunting t;roi . .rnd of V·.i::3 Ghe:,rf31me Indians and is 
steeped in lecends and historic lores of rnan:r fanous 
charucters of the .,ur] y pi::meer dt= .. ys. Sorn.o of t~1e 
better known figun~s B.ro l:\it Corson, Buffalo Bill 
Cody, Zeb~lon Montgomdry Pike, Black Kettle, cbi3f 
of the Cheyenne Indian trf',;e :::~nd man:v others whoso 
story-book udv0ntures c~ re 'Nell knovrn to all. 

Under tris setting, we fi~d tlv3 stran~e dral'i£~ 
of the ,J£1.paEese ir.. Et r0loccction center unfolding: 
d,1~' 11y duJ o The teo :ti nb thousm;ds who vvcre lit• 
erall~.T upr O'.)t ed f:rom t,hei r du ti vo Lo1!1-~s and tr.:u1s -
plu.ntud to this novul cnviro~ment work, play, at-
te1 .. d schools and c::;.rr·· tm ac ti vi ti•JS of e-v>::1 ryday 
li vi 1g not tot~ .... l:_y d ifferont fro 1:1 thoso of n.n 
avt:Jr<-L ;;e A1'10rica11 com ... rnnity. Peoplo b!:ico;·,1e .ia r.:i od_, 
give birtL,and die ,_just t..s they hL.cve 1Jn'?n :aorii.1Llly 
doin~ .. 

The citv itself is locat•,:;d within ti'-te south-
ern bound~ry of th1..~ rnilo-squ,:ro onclosfl ov0rlook:ing 
the rici1 bot com 1£.nd of tho Arku.:1sus f{ivar. This 
location ls bordored on the 1,11r3st by n csmetery, 
durnp pile, &.nd se•rer i'arrn a.1 .d on tho ea~.>t liv a 
r o 11 i ng ;:)r u. i r i 0 that s tr \'.'.') t ch es aw&.'~ into ti , e s "- &. Le 
of Kt1.:-1sas. ThG no rt}, : r n 1 imit is oc r::upied b:r rowc 
of wnr ::?houses , ap po in t.ed-pe rs onne 1 li vi ~lt~ qw ... r t:• rs, 
~\drninistratiun tuildir,,)s and by t}Fl :Olj litar~r l'olicc 
c ompouncl. Is oh t13d in the northnrn corner ir:; the 
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-· 
center's up-to-date hosµitc.d, gloa1ning white against 
the dusty backg round . with its ·three black smcike 
sto.cks roc..chinf~ into tho empty sky. 

The one distinguishing lo.nd:rJ.ark, visible ten 
miles away, is tho project's water tank whose 
orange G.nd white checkered wall rises seventy-two 
feet above tL.e highest point of the center ground. 

The evacu(.;e res idoritin.l section is divided 
into twonty-nine blocks oach hnving its ovm com-
t1Unity 1 il.E)t)S hall, laundry, toil~t ·an'd show8r roomo 

In aldition, there is a recreation hall in 
each block.Soille of t~ese halls are used as churches, 
or oth.-Jr emc;rgency 'purposes. There is also an in-
for-:nation office in eacl tlock, some of vrhich are 
loc·a tea at tLe nortlr or s 0 1.1th end of the L.tundry, 
to vvhich thcj rasid,:.PJts co for informEttion and to 
contact tho Block Lia.nz:.ger . 

Ev.;ry on~ oi' th0se blocks is comp<9sed of 
tvvel ve identical bz .. rracks 120 by 20 ft., eac1'1 of 
Vfhicli is di videcl into six on,:-~-room 11 apartP1.ents • 11 

Every fruaily with seven persons or less is assign-
ed to one oi' · tlrns e rooms and allo~.ved to nako it us 
homelike as poss fole. 

TBE 1.-'EOPLE 

The people of tlis project m~ke an interost-
ing study. There ara 6, 550 inhabit~nt5 of whom 
one-half are American citizenso A yoar ago ~wo­
thirds of th0 residents were citiz0ns~ but many 
have left :''n.ache for more suitablo American cities 
or far'Tl'.s. Tho non citizens came to America in the 
butly 1900's as laborers and merchants. Of the 
total almost Lalf Grc from rurt>.l districts while 
the othor half aro from urban aroase 

From southwest of California, r opr .-_;senting 

• 



the ur ban pC:!opl3 of Los Angeles aroa , came m0rchants , 
doctor s , lawyers,scientists , jewelor s , optometrist , 
gardeners, landscape artists , Lo-c:e 1 and r :; staurc-xi~ 

operators , salesman and clerks . Their activities 
in the business fiold embraced prP.~C cically every 
phase of Am•J ric£Ll1 iifG . 

The propondurance of rural poople came f:rom 
nortl·1ern' Califor11h<. , representing the vast farming 
sections of California ' s central valleys and the 
San Francisco Bay area .. T~oy ar8 the hardy pioneer 
S'tock -.who throug " :,r.3ars of hardship and toil de -
veloped California ' s agriculture to the peak of. 
its productivity und efficiency . 

Too oftan the Japanese a r e pictured m0rely 
as domestic servants . .Actually only 15 per cent 
of tho evacuees had been engat;,Gd in this occupa. -
ti on. Ten per cont of the evacue3s were engaged 
in professional and managerial jobs , 13 per cent 
in clerical and sah~s jobs , 40 per cent in agri -
cultural, 16 P?r cent in semi - skilled work and 6 
per cent in unskil.led work . 

The prol?ortion of nisei (U , S . citizens) who 
have graduated from high schools and colleges in 
this country is strikingly larger than the pro -
portion of the general population in th0 U.S . Con-
sequently , a larger number of nisei are qualified 
to fill skilled , technical and prof0ssional jobs . 
All those and moru constitute tho population of 
A.nache . 

RELIGION 

1he organization of religious activity within 
t1rn Am.ache center is unique. In s pi tu of tho fact 
that residsnts r.avo como from scattered sections 
of th0 coast and from·all denominations , there are 
oply two lart~e churchos --the Christian Union Church 
and the Buddhist church . 
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