
With a signature, redress is a reality 
finally and completely. 

President George Bush signed H.R. 
4551, the Civil Liberties Act Amend-
ments of 1992 on Sunday, Sept. 27, as he 
was campaigning by train through Ohio 
and Michigan. 

The bill authorizes an additional $400 
million to complete the individual pay-
ments and provide funding for historical 
research and education programs. In fis-
cal year 1993, $250 million of this will be 
available for individual payments begin-
ning Oct. 1, in addition to the funds 
remaining from the original act. Accord-
ing to JACL, this means that 25,000 
eligible individuals born on or before 
Dec. 31,1943, should receive their checks 

With the signing of H.R. 
4551, the constitutional 
rights of the Japanese 
Americans interned 50 
years ago have finally 
been vindicated! 

sometime this October. The balance of 
the individuals found eligible should re-
ceive their checks next year. 

The bill also removes redress payments 
from consideration as income when cal-
culating benefit under all pension plans 
under the authority of the Veterans Ad-
ministration. The previous exemption 
did not cover the older plans. 

"With the signing of H.R. 4551, the 
constitutional rights of the Japanese 
Americans interned 50 years ago have 
finally been vindicated," said Dennis 
Hayashi, JACL national director. He al so 
credited the efforts of the lead sponsors: 
Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) in the 
Senate and Congressman Norman 
Mineta (D-Calif.) in the House. "Without 
their leadership and the staunch biparti-
san support of an overwhelming major-
ity of the House and the Senate, the 
historic program to redress the wrongs 
committed against over 120,000 Ameri-
cans of Japanese descent would have 
become a hollow promise to more than 



Washington, D.C. , representative 
Before the redress bill was 

signed by President George Bush, 
it went through an expedited vot-
ing process in both the Senate and 
the House. This means that there 
were no recorded votes. The fol-
lowing is a final list of the House 
and the Senate co-sponsors. Many 
more members of Congress had 
pledged to vote in support of the 
bill, but for various reasons had 
not yet signed on as co-sponsors. 



we faced a hurdle, he spent cow 
less hours coming up with cre-
ative ways to overcome it. He be-
came an expert on very arcane 
budget minutiae and kept JACL 
constantly informed of the bill's 
progress and current strategies. 
In the legislative process, it is 
very easy for bills to die even with-
out opposition. Because there are 
a multitude of legislative initia-
tives competing for committee 
time and floor time, most bills die 
forlackofattention. Chris Strobel 
was constantly reminding key con-
gressional staff and administra-
tion officials of the need to move 
the bill along. He kept negotia-
tions going and was able to tele-
scope a seven to 10-day process of 
preparing the bill for the 
president's signature into a two- 

day process. 
Marie Blanco had a daunting 

task. In the Senate, one senator 
can virtually block a bill. Past 
redress efforts had given us rea-
son to believe that there might be 
several senators who might seek 
to do so. Moreover, many of the 
senators from the more conserva-
tive states had been attacked by 
some of their constituency for their 
past support ofredress. While they 
were still willing to vote for this 
year's bill, they did not want to 
openly fight for it. Sen. John 
Glenn, the Governmental Affairs 
chairperson, is up for re-election 
and although he was supportive 
of redress and willing to assist 
Sen. Inouye, he was cautious be-
cause of the budget issue. Marie 
was able to keep the bill moving in 
the Senate. She let us know where 
the potential trouble spots were 
and advised us on our lobbying 
strategy. 

Paul Cardus, aide to Sen. Daniel 
Akaka (D-Hawaii), helped to move 
the bill through the Senate Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee. 
Amendments were necessary on 
the Senate bill to make it consis-
tent with the House bill and Paul 
Cardus smoothly managed the 
Committee process. John Naka-
hata, aide to another member of 
the Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee, Sen. Joseph Lieberman 
(D-Conn.), had been through the 
redress legislative process before. 
He provided us with invaluable 
inside information and insight on 
the process. 

Within the administration, 
Patricia Saiki, the adminstrator 
of the Small Business Adminis-
tration, and Clayton Fong, deputy 
liaison to the president, helped 
press our cause. Saiki met with 
me and offered to ask OMB direc-
tor Richard Darman why he had 
not yet agreed to meet with the  

House sponsors of the bill to ad-
dress the budget issues which 
were endangering passage of the 
bill. The external pressure, gen-
erated by JACL members and 
other community organizations, 
combined with inside pressure 
pushed OMB into offering a way 
to work out the budget impasse. 

Clayton Fong was a strong voice 
of support inside the administra-
tion with OMB and others. At a 
critical juncture, we discussed the 
fact that some members of Con-
gress still were confused about 
the Administration's position on 
the bill. Clayton Fong obtained 
approval to send out an open let-
ter to the Japanese American com-
munity which reassured members 
of Congress of the President's sup-
port for swift passage. 

Department of Justice officials 
also helped to smooth the way for 
final passage of the bill. The Of-
fice of Redress Administration  

provided its final estimate of eli-
gible individuals in time for the 
House Judiciary Committee to 
revise the legislation to ensure 
that there would be sufficient 
funds to pay all eligible individu-
als. 

There are many other Congres-
sional staff who assisted in the 
passage of "The Civil Liberties 
Act Amendments of 1992." They 
all deserve our gratitude and ap-
preciation. 
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