


{i Jerry Enomoto
February 15, 1950

I feel I am eligible for redress when considering the intent of the Civil
Liberties Act, but may be/may already have been disqualified due to a
technicality ~ my mother left camp 3 to 4 months prior to my birth; there-
fore, I was not actually born in & camp. However, even though my parents
left camp prior to my birth, it's not as though they were free to pursue
their lives. They couldn't just "pick up and go home" to Los Angeles. My
mother tells me they had to get permission to leave camp and could only go
to certain areas, Chicago being one of them, under the terms and conditions
of the enclosed Citizen's Indefinite Leave issued by the U.S. War Relocation

Authority.

At any rate, I have stated the facts to the best of my knowledge, and honestly-
feel I am eligible for redress. I would appreciate any information you can
give me with respect to whom to contact or what to do ta find out for certain
regarding my status, or perhaps this letter could be forwarded to the appro-

priate person/agency. .

Thank you for your time and attention to this métter, and for the efforts of
you and everyone at JACL-LEC on behalf of the Japanese American community.
Without LEC and the Pacific Citizen, I would truly be lost!

Yours truly,

Sharon Marie Tanihara
11025 Sherman Avenue
Garden Grove, CA 92643
(714) 530-1715
SSE 556-62-~3100
DOB &/15/44

Enclosures




Statement of Sharon Marie Tanihara

I was born on June 15, 1944 in Chicago, Illinois to Frances
Tsuyuko and Robert Haruo Tanihara. My mother was 5 months
pregnant when she left camp -in Jerome, Arkansas to go to
Chicago. My father had already gone on ahead of her because

he had a job lined up there. O0f course, my mother could have
stayed in camp and given birth there, but she was very adamant
about not wanting her child born in what she considered to be

a prison camp, and therefore braved traveling to Chicago by
herself at a time when persons of Japanese descent were subject
to hostility on the basis of their skin color by Americans of
the "right" skin color. I don't think I could have been as
brave. I have included a statement from my mother and a copy
of my parents' Citizen's Indefinite Leave cards, granting them,
United States citizens, permission to leave the Jerome, Arkansas
camp and travel to Chicago, Illinois.

Even though my parents left camp prior to my birth, it's not
as though they were free to pursue their lives. They couldn't
just "pick up and go home" to Los Angeles. My mother tells me
they had to get permission to leave camp and could only go to
certain areas, Chicago being one of them, under the rules and
regulations of the United States War Relocation Authority. 1In
order to leave camp, they -were required to carry the previously-
mentioned Citizen's Indefinite Leave card authorizing them to
travel to Chicago.

In light of the above facts, I feel I am eligible for redress
when considering the intent of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988,
but have been disqualified due to a technicality -~ my mother
left camp 4 months prior to my birth, therefore I was not
actually born in a camp - not because Executive Order 9066

was rescinded, but becuase my mother did not want her child

to carry the stigma of having been born in an American concen-
tration camp.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the facts stated above
regarding my case are true and correct and have been stated to
the best of my knowledge.

Sharon Marie Tanihara

11025 Sherman Avenue

Garden Grove, California 92643
(714) 530-1715

SS# 556-62-3100 DOB 6-15-44
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