After reading and re-reading the redress rules published in the Pacific Citizen
last summer in order to figure out if I am eligible for redress, I am writing
this letter to several members of the Japanese American JACL-LEC community in
the hope that I can be directed to someone who can give me correct, up-to-date
information regarding how I can find out for certain whether or not I am eligible.
I have called the ORA, but feel a lack of confidence due to the inconsistency
in their responses. The first time I called the 800 number in late 1988, the
person I spoke to said rather emphatically I was not eligible and offered no
information regarding the possibility that my situation could be judged on an
individual basis, as I later found out in the Pacific Citizen. A few months
later, after reading various P.C. articles, I worked up the courage to call
again and spoke to someone who took my name, date and place of birth and other
information and said it would be recorded in their records.
In July, 1989, I called and wrote the Department of Justice, thanks again to an
article in the P.C. regarding comments from the public on the finalized version
of redress rules and was told over the phone I was not eligible. I received a
thank you letter in reply to my letter, but no response to my case in particular.

I was born in Chicago, Illinois on June 15, 1944. My mother was 5 to 6 months
pregnant when she left camp in Jerome, Arkansas to go to Chicago. My father
had already gone on ahead of her because he had a job lined up there. Of
course, my mother could have stayed in camp and given birth there, but she was
very adamant about not wanting her child born in what she considered to be a
prison camp, and therefore braved traveling to Chicago by herself at a time when
persons of Japanese descent were subject to hostility on the basis of their skin
color by Americans of the "right" skin color. I don't think I could have been
as brave. I have included a statement from my mother and a copy of her I.D.
card from those days.

I feel I am eligible for redress when considering the intent of the Civil
Liberties Act, but may be/may already have been disqualified due to a
technicality - my mother left camp 3 to 4 months prior to my birth; therefore, I was not actually born in a camp. However, even though my parents
left camp prior to my birth, it's not as though they were free to pursue
their lives. They couldn't just "pick up and go home" to Los Angeles. My
mother tells me they had to get permission to leave camp and could only go
to certain areas, Chicago being one of them, under the terms and conditions
of the enclosed Citizen's Indefinite Leave issued by the U.S. War Relocation
Authority.
At any rate, I have stated the facts to the best of my knowledge, and honestly
feel I am eligible for redress. I would appreciate any information you can
give me with respect to whom to contact or what to do to find out for certain
regarding my status, or perhaps this letter could be forwarded to the appropriate person/agency.
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, and for the efforts of
you and everyone at JACL-LEC on behalf of the Japanese American community.
Without LEC and the Pacific Citizen, I would truly be lost!

I was born on June 15, 1944 in Chicago, Illinois to Frances
Tsuyuko and Robert Haruo Tanihara. My mother was 5 months
pregnant when she left camp in Jerome, Arkansas to go to
Chicago. My father had already gone on ahead of her because
he had a job lined up there. Of course, my mother could have
stayed in camp and given birth there, but she was very adamant
about not wanting her child born in what she considered to be
a prison camp, and therefore braved traveling to Chicago by
herself at a time when persons of Japanese descent were subject
to hostility on the basis of their skin color by Americans of
the "right" skin color. I don't think I could have been as
brave. I have included a statement from my mother and a copy
of my parents' Citizen's Indefinite Leave cards, granting them,
United States citizens, permission to leave the Jerome, Arkansas
camp and travel to Chicago, Illinois.
Even though 'my parents left camp prior to my birth, it's not
as though they were free to pursue their lives. They couldn't
just "pick up and go home" to Los Angeles. My mother tells me
they had to get permission to leave camp and could only go to.
certain areas, Chicago being one of them, under the rules and
regulations of the United States War Relocation Authority. In
order to leave camp, they were required to carry the previouslymentioned Citizen's Indefinite Leave card authorizing them to
travel to Chicago.
In light of the above facts, I feel I am eligible for redress
when considering the intent of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988,
but have been disqualified due to a technicality - my mother
left camp 4 months prior to my birth, therefore I was not
actually born in a camp - not because Executive Order 9066
was rescinded, but becuase my mother did not want her child
to carry the stigma of having been born in an American concentration camp.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the facts stated above
regarding my case are true and correct and have been stated to
the best of my knowledge.

Redress Reg Review
HE DEPARTMENT of Justice has released a massive document establishing standards and procedures for carrying out the Redress program. Like most legal documents involving money and government, it
is long and detailed.
However, acknowledging possible shortcomings in the rules, the
Justice Department is asking for comments. These must be filed within
30 days of publication of the document, which was June 14, 1989.
On the whole, the regulations seem to meet the goals of the JACL
Legislative Education Committee which spearheaded the Redress battle.
It appears that all living persons of Japanese ancestry who left their West
Coast homes, voluntarily or involuntarily, under provisions of Executive
Order 9066 will be entitled to receive the $20,000 voted by Congress.
For eligible persons who have died since the law was signed Aug. 10,
1988, payment will be made to heirs.
Some sticky issues involving Japanese Americans inducted into
military service before Evacuation, and South Americans of Japanese
ancestry interned in the U.S., seem to have been delineated in the regulations.
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