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COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER
Poston, Arizona

Dite: Carly v ta44
FACTS ABOUT POSTON

The Colorado River Relocation Center is located near the Co-
lorado Rivar, about 17 miles south of the town of Parker, Ariz.,
which iz tlhe nearest railroad station The rroject is situated
on lands of &n Indian Reservation and is administere!l Ly the ‘ar
Relcration Authority, under the Department of the Interio..

‘h=re sre iLhree separate uniis in the center siturted aboal
three miies apart, The postoffice at the center s o branel of
the Phoen.xz, Arizcna, postcffice which gees by the name of POSTON.
The center is,however, 1785 west of the city of Phoenix ané &=

AUETLTT The—eoity of Phoendix-end 175 north of Yuma.

There is ample land included in the area and plenty of water
for i1riization. Some £,500 acres will be ready for cultivation
by the first of October 1944 under present plans.

E=sides the crop lands the center operates hog and poultry
projects to supply local needs.,

The center is in desert land with an annual rainfall of only
about 33 inches. The altitude is only 350 feet above see level.

The temperature is high during most of the summer months and
moderate during the winter. The range runs all the way from an
extreme low of 20 degrees F. to a high of 125 degrees F. The hu-
midity is generally low, especially during the early spring and
summer although higher as the season advances. There are numerous
dust storms.

Poston, as our project is mors familiarly called, is located
in the southwestern part of Arizona. Our east bank of the river
1s a wide flat desert valley, rimmed by truncated mesas and bare
rocky peaks. Just across the river loom the hills of Celifornia,
as wild and jageed as our Arizona ranges. Over the flat miles of
the valley stretches the gnarled gray growth of mesquite trees.

Into this country of strange lonely beauty, but forbidding
in its aspects to man, came in 1942 more than 17,000 bewildered
emigres from California. Most of them arrived in rnid-surmer, when
the sun scorched pitilessly on the bare earth, and the wind whip-
ped the sand of new plowed field and eroded mesa into merciless
dust storms. Veterans of that summer say conditions were unbear-
able, but like new pioneers on & new frontier, the evacuees did
bear the conditions and conouered them.

£, 1999

- Today, after nearly two years of settlement, the results of

their efforts can be plainly seen. “here before were only dust
and mesquite are new vast irrigated fields of spinach and lettuce,
alfelfa, barley, and many other crops. The evacuees still live in
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long low barracks with tar paper walls, but around nearly every
doorsten is a garden of flowers, grass, and desert shrubs. Often
a gracefully curved tiny Japanese bridge made of mescuite logs
leads over a man-made brook to a quaint little grassy island.

Wt

Qpch barrack is divided into several one or two room apart-
ments! and each'apartment” houses an entire famlly. ZFourteen bar-
racks make up one block, which is the basic unit of project ad-~
ministration. Each block has its own mess hall, wash house, and
central lavatory and shower buildings. The individual apartments
are not ecuipped with bathroom or cooking facilities. Electricity
i1s used for lighting.

The center was planned to accommodat: approximately 20,000
people. Unit I is about twice the size of the other two units.
The present population is slightly above 11,000 in all.

The cooperative enterprises operate stores of various Kinds,
eleven for the general sale of goods. There are also canteens
and service establishments including shoe repair, berber and
beauty shops, watch repair and radio repair shops.

There is a well ecuipped hospital in Unit One which serves
for all three units, with a capacity of 250 beds.

New school buildings have been constructed and it is expected
that by the opening of the fall term adobe buildings will be ready
for about 75 percent of the pupils. There are high schools ready
at Unit 2 and 3 and the high school in Unit I is under construc-
tion.

There are movies shown at all three units.

The purpose of the relocation centers is indicated by their
name. They are & temporary haven for the evacuees until they can
make more permanent resettlement plans.

Contrary to some erroneous ideas, centers like Poston are not
concentration camps for alien enemies. Two-thirds of the evacuees
are not aliens but American citizens one or two generations removed
from the immigrant group. MNost of them have never seen Japan.

They were educated in American schools, and they read American fun-
ny papers, follow American sports, and dress and act and talk like
typical American young people. To them it has come as & distinct
shock to find that their cherished birthright as American citizens
was not inviolate, that they could be forcibly removed from their
homes without due process of law, and that a section of their na-
tive land could be marked off with "™Wo Trespassing” signs for them.

The aliens who live in the relocation centers are those against
whom there has been no suspicion of pPro-Japanese aectivity, or those
who have been released or paroled after thorough investigation.
Aliens and citizens of Japanese ancestry who have indicated that
their sympathies lie with Japan are segregated into the Tule Lake
Center in northern California. Aliens charged with pro-Japanese
activity are held by the Department of Justice in detention stations.
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POSTON SCHOOL CODE
b‘t{l 235, 1943

The Cosmmunity Counclil of the Community of Feoston do ordain the following
Poston School code:d

I. Compulsory Attendsnce. Every person in Poston having control of
any ¢hild between the mge of six and elghteen years, shall send such child
to the Poston Schools for the full time that sueh schools are in session
within the Unit in which such child resides, provided that such person
shall be excused from such duty by the Director of Hducation or sush party
or parties that he may designate and the TYouth Counseling Board, if such an
organization is in existence, and if not, the Judieciel Commission of the
particular unit in which the e¢hild resides. Such excused may be granted
if one or more of the following exista:

(a) That such child ie in such physical or mental conditiocn as to
render suoh attendance inexpedient or impracticable;

(b) 4And if presented any reasons for such non-attendance satisfactory
to such party, parties, and/or boards as hereim authorized to pass om such
excuses;

{e) Or, is over 18 years of age and 1t is adjudged by the party, parties
and/pr boards heyein suthorized to pass on excuses that such child will bene-
fit more from fulle-time employment at an approved lawful wage earning occupa-
tion than from comtinéd attendance at school;

(d) Or, has completed the regquirements for gradustion fram the semior
high school.

I II. Employment of Minorg. No ehild under the age of eighteen years

shall be employed by any person during the hours that the sehools are in sessiom
unless such child shall present a work permit from the sehool prineipal, or his
authorized agent, stating the hours of the school day during whioch employment is
approved § or unleas such child shell present s certificate from theD!rector

of Education stating that he has been exouped from sttendsncefrom sehool

for one of the reasons set forth in Sesction "I" above, which certificate may

be revoked at any time. A record of the nature of such employment and the
enployer's evaluation of the work of such a child ghall be ingcorporated in the
child's pemmanent school record.

III. Trusnt Offigcers. The Director of Education may appoint an atten-
dance officer of officers who shall see that the regulations regarding the
enployment of minors and their attendance at school are obeyed. He may, withe
out a warrant, bring ehildren, who are agbsent from school wl thout a proper ‘
legal excuse, before the muthority competent to hear snd dispose of such cases
end may enter all places where children may be employed to investigate end
enforee this regulation.

IVe _Ligbility of Parents. Any pupil who cuts, es or otherwise
injures any school property with eriminal intent or wi t due oare is liasble
to suspension or expulsion, and upon complaint of the Bducation Administrative
Council, the parents or guardiens of such pupils shall be liable for such

damsgee.




Ve Yiclations of Frevious Jections. Any person violating t'® proe

visiong of the proceding seotion shall be guidty of an offense.
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POSTON COUNTY FAIR

The first fair to be held in Poston, Arizona was
exhibited at Camp I at the adobe shed on October 1%,
18, 19,° 1943,

There were 16,000 people at the fair,

The game am) ~{ood concessions were sponsored by
various clubs and th?™get profits were divided equally
with 75% of net profits Wge the clubs and 25% going to
the Recreation Department of™wglhe three Unlts.

Food concessions were sponsored My the Community
Enterprise and also a few clubs. The net™sgo
were divided, and 10% of the net profit went
Recreation Department of the three Units.,

The industrial exhibits shown were:

Camp I, III---Zori making, Noodle Factory, Swilne
Parm, Poultry, and Fish,.
Camp II-====-=~ Moyashi, (bean sprout)

Other exhibits exhibited were Arts and Crafts,
Fashion Deeigning, Truck Gardens, Fire Department
Egquipments, Pastries and goodies from cooking school,
and Block Plan by Unit II Agriculture Department.

The Prizes awarded were [z0ld cups and blye ribbons.

Unit I Gold Cup---Nursery Department for house
Gold Cup=---Block 19 for Truck Garden
Unit II Gold Cup--Agriculture Department for Block
Plan
Blue Ribbon--Block 227 for Truck Garden

The main programs were the opening ceremony by the
Boy Scouts and a play called "Maizie." There were also
dancing that was held at the fire house, baseball games,
educational movies, fgshion shkow, wrestling, and swimming
matches,
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