January 24, 1945

WHERE WILL POSTON CHILDREN ATTEND
SCEOCL IN SEPTEMBER 19459

One question which the parents of all Poston children must answer for
themselves is, "fhere will my children attend school in September 1945%" The
Poston Schocls will not re-open after the complstion of the present school

year,

Following are the facts of the Poston school situation:

1. Classas in the kinderrarten, elementary, end secondary grades will
cont inue until the end of the present school ysar, All work will be completed
by June 4, 1945,

2., Classes for nursery school childrsn will continue &0 long as we have
encugh evacuee teachers to teach them, but under no circumstances vill they be
in session after Aupust F1, 1345,

3. If it is necessary tc have a summer session for the ccmpletion of the

work of the school year by studeats whe have fallen tshind, we shsll try to pro~

vide enough teachers for such a session, Upder nc circumstances shall the sum-
mer session continue after August 31, 1945,

4, The Arizona State High School Visitor inspected the Poston II end tiae
Poston I Secondary Schools on Ssturday, January £20th, Ths results of his in~
spect ion indicate that the credits of all Poston students which have been sat is-
factorily completed will be fully accredited by the State of Arizona for trans~
fer to the high schools of say stat. in the United States.

5. In Aurust 1945, the sahool records for all Poston schocl children
will be gent to Weshinmton, D. C. after that time, it will be necsesary to
write o Wachington to ret copie= of your children's school records so the
children sanenteyr a mubiic or o private sehesd—sulside of lestor,

6. As soon as possible after June 4, 1945, all school furniture, equip~
ment, books, and supplies will be placed in warehouses and turned over to the
Department of the Interior for disposal.

7. After Ausust 31, 1945, thers will be no money with which to pay the
salaries of teachers or to buy school supplies, Most of the eppointed teachers
in the Poston Schools probably will leave Poston in June or July of this year.

8, The programs of the Poston Schools are similar to those of most pub-
1ic sechools., It should be poseible for students to transfer to scheole outside
of Poston durine the school yesr without loss of time or credit. Reports from
students who have transferred recently to other schocls indicate that in most
sub jecte, the students from Poston are ehead of students in other schools., All
schools throuszhout the country have many transfers in and cut during the school
year due to the moving of families from one war indusiry plant to snother. It
is not necessary, for the sake of your children, to remain in Pogton until the
school year 1is completed.

Bvery resource which this country can spare from the war effort is being
offered to the femilies of the relocetion centers to guarantes

(a) their return to homes where family life can be carried on
again, in & community which will welcome them as ns ighbors
and community members.

safety of persons ané property.

freedom from waint through the employment of able bodied ine
dividuals in work and at wages which are comparable to the
work and wages of all such individuals in the country,---
and thrcugh financial aseistance to those who can no longer
be self-supporting.

the self-respeet which can be felt only by free people who
live by the products of their own efforts, -- who are doing
their share in the work of the community and of the nation.




that their children shall grow up with pride in their par-

ents, respect for their parents, confidence in themselves,

and the ability to beconme self-respecting, self-supporting,
worthy citizens of the country of which they are a part.

that people of Japanese ancestry shall be saved from the
effects of segregation from the rest of the world, from
the effects of living on the charity of those who are do-
ing the world's work, --- so they may regain those quali-
ties of industry, independence, and obedience to laws by
which they were known before they became dependents of the
taxpayers of america.

We who have been working in the Poston schools are concerned over the wel-
fare of the children of Poston, We have watched with anxiety the bad effects of
life in the relocation center upon their work hebits, their behavior, their res-
pect for property, their social attitudes, and their knowledge of the world out«
side of Poston. We feel that parents must sacrifice the false sense of security
which they have developed in the center both for their own welfare and for the
welfare of their children. We believe sincerely that the sooner all people
leave the center, the more secure will be their future, regardless of present
desires which have their basis in féar instead of courage and self confidence.
For these reasons we welcome the closing of the schools, the closing of the cen-
ters, and the return of our young people to the schools of American communit ies
where they belong.
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Arthur L. Harris
Superintendent of Education
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