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O'BOn: commtmoR~T on JUL~ o-
SIGNIFICANCE OF o~goN 

0-Bon services have been in practice ever s1nce the 
time of Gotama Buddha-, six centuries before the birth 
of Christ. Originating in India~ the custom passed on 
into China ·1n the year. 538 A.D., the time of the Wu Em-
peror of Liang, .And in the third year of Sa:Unel 1,vhich· is 
657 A.D. in ·our calendar, it was first observed in Japan. 

The word 0-Bori is deri v-
ed from the: Japanese and 
~hinese word "Uranbon" or 
"Urabon" which is t[.l.lambana 
in original Sanskrit. The 
Urabon is the correct term 
for the service, ·but in its 

· ·long history the . first syl-
lable was discarded and it 
becaine just simply 0 Bon". 
"O" was applied as an hon-
. orif i_c. Thus, today we 
have ... the . word no-Bon!' Ull• 
·ambana means to hang up""' 
side dovm. Mogallana's 
mother was hanging up-side 
down and was suffering and 
she was saved by her son's 
deep piety ~nd the · toucR-
ing of Buddha" '"Bon: is a 
tray or bowl. It is an 
article in which foods or 
gifts are carried. So "O-
Bon" means .. to carry foods 
or gifts and give 1D other~ 

feast and enablcu her to 
ovoraomn her esltl$}f. .ar~ . 
i~oas• Mogallana was so 
overjoyod when he saw his 
mother $UVed at last that 
he found hL~self dnncing, 
Soon everybody joined him, 
The feast ended ·with a 
happy and harmonious dancoo 
This is the origin of Bon 
Odori • 

On 0-Bon we hold a mem-
·· orial service to pay · our 
respect to our be!ovedcnos 
and to express our grati-
tude to our ancestors to 
whom we owe our existence. 
The observance of 0-Bon re-
fre shos our minds to live a 
more harmonioµs and poacc-
ful life at home and in 
the community through its 
spirit of giving and Bon 
Odori. It also reminds us 
that the origin of ary kind 
of suffering has ·its roots 
in selfishness. '. And the 
selfishness .. is oQToreome 
only by the spirit of giv-
ing as i~ did for Mogall-
ann 'smother. Buddha tea-
ches that giving .ia the 
prime importance to salva-
tion. 

Therefore, it has be-
come a custom and tradition 
in Japnn that in the 0-Bon 
season gifts are given to 
friends and roJ.atiros. Thus 
we encourage the spirit of 
giving through '1.17hich vlEl ·can 
live a more intimate ~nd 

There is a four-~ o ld 
significance in the o~Bon 
service. Namely the spirit 
of giving, the feeling of 
peace and harmony, the ex-
pression of gratitude and 
the thought of parental 
piety, The 0-Bon was first 
started by Mogallana, one 
of the ten great deciples 
of Buddha. He was always 
very thoughtful of his mo-
ther. 'then he learned that 
she was suffering in · the 
hell of greediness because 
of her past selfish deeds, 
He was very mueh concerned 
and attempted to save her, . 
but it was 9eyond his p~w- harmonious life. 
er. He went to Buddha for 
advice, Buddha told him to 

·invite noble teachers and 
friends and perform a ser-
vice and to give a feast to 
all after the service, He 
did as he was told.His .mo-
ther listened to the words 
of tho noble teachers and 
realiz..ed for tho f i rst ·time 
the right way o f livinft and 
the happy and harmonious 
friendship created through 
the spirit of giving at the 

~ , · .•. ).. 

FACTS ON 
BUDDHIST CHURCH 

Being of non-sectarian 
organization, an i~tcrost
ing fact was revealed on 
the Henrt Mt. Buddhist 
Comrrtunity Church. 

\ Represented by all Bud-
dhist sects adhering to 
the t ,ea.chings of Shakyamuni 
Buddha, it reveals a com-
posited picture or an org-

O'BON SERVICE 
PROGRAM 
So.t. July 10 
2:00 P.M. Service at tho 

cemet .ry 
6:30 P.M. Evening Service 

17-25 
7:30 P.M. Bon Odori at 

Bloc~ 17 vacant 
.. lot. 

Sun. July 11 
9:00 A.M. Sunday School 

17-25, 14-25, 
24-26 

10 :30 A.M. 'Young, P-ooplo 's 
Service 17-25 

2:00 ·P.M. General 0-Bon 
Service 17-25 

-·~~~~~~~~~·~~~~ 

S.S. TEACHERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Officers vere selected 
at ~ recent mooting of the 
newly organized Sunday ."Sc-
hool Teachers :Asso6i~tion 
of the Heart Mt. Buddhist 
Church • . Those chosen werQ 
Hiromi Inouye, president; 
Fred Yonemoto, vice presi-
dent; Yuri Taniguchi,Jipm-
neso secretary; Mitsuye Ko-
do.ma, English ··· socrotnry; 
Holen Munekiyo, correspond-
ing secretary; Shi~u Take-
uchi, treasurer, Inouye 
and Yonemoto will also head 
the research dopartmont, 
and on the p.blications com-
mittee a.re Rev.' Yoshikami, 
George Tanaka,, Tatsuo fuka-
moto, Asako Kubo and Yone-
moto. · 

anization welded togothqr· 
of former individual chur.-
ches from Oregon, Washing-
ton, and California. 

With a board member of 
200, it is represented by 
n.11 Buddhist sects, with a. 
predominance of Nishi Hong-
wanj i members. other chur-
ches represented are Hi-
gashi, Jodo, Zen,Nichiren, 
Daishi, nnd Buddhist Bro-
therhood of Americ~ •. 

It is a representative 
overall community orguni-
.w.ation. 

All persons· .interest0d 
in Buddhism arc cordially 
v1elcome ·, to the services. 

---oOo---
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