
A ED CI A.I.. PLA..N :!'0-Ii Mrt.URII'Y GROUTS 

(An £xceryit from;:;_ Letter of 0 , D. Richar dson) 

A n i nori ty g r0l1:p , raciP.l or r elig i ous, never get s 1ui te f ;:;.i r · t reatment . 
Um' a ir t r eatmer .. t cau3es· hat r ei , and hat r er1. cau3es more unfair treatment . This 
con d it i o n is dangerous to the Unitett States fo r it is the neg2.tion of our religicn 
ar.i our denocr~:tir princirles . Jt is 11:=mgerous to any f!'.inor i ty for r.i.story if full 
of e xar:ples o:: minority grours who be~ar.,e " un touche.blee , " Eu, unti l nincri ty 
t, roup decides to brec.k the fatal cir('le with w i ntelligent plan , ancl. finf. leaJPrA 
who c".l.n Tersuade their peo:i,::l e to f ollOi'<' th-':.t y:12.n, the r e can he no remc>dy . F,qu2-lity 
r.'lnnot r-e g iYen or legisle.terl. . It rr.u st he wen, and won hy some ca r eful r l an , well 
ccnceive<'i , ani fol l owecl vigorously fo r Rt l 0ast a gene r ation • 

. h i om: Feorle wi ll t r 1-1st yo-u ahd arre:pt yo u , i n t i me , if you ,..onfonn to the fclk-
r::i.tterr. : that grour af "Ustcns wh irh make the .Ar.l.eric2.r.,:; .Arne r iC'ans , the 
Chine s e Chinese, the hussians Itussian;-: , the Romans Romans . These -::ustcrt s 
of ten seem o "td , but there is 3.l ways H go oa. reason r or them in the l if P 0f · 
~hat r a r ticulHr reorl e . 

~on 1 t 3 for Ra cia l Mino rities: 

1 , · You must r!ec i r,e which cf the customs of ,q court t r y A.re r..e re::i.y ,q J'RSG ::.hg f A'.shion, 
P..nrl ·shi ch a re the roots of it:c; character. No one can recome an .AmPrican 
-( though lots r.A.ve trierl) r-y learni ng. to jitter- bug , d r ive a cFir, to neck in 
quifli l,qne::; , 1 rink tee rream sot'l.P._-s , heat a hou se with 11n J:\utonatir ga3 fu rnP.ce. 
or get a d i vor~e . 

2 . Yc'J ~,qnno t he 4iOr.8 · Ftr, Arr.e r ir.::i.n by in:i tating thE' iJahi ts of reo;'le who !I.re not 
r esIJ<?.':t.Pt'l. l-y the t-est of· the .,.;.merica r.s . 

3 . .Ar:1eri C'H h:cJ.s 0_11He a re rutA.t:ior.. in J!\.i.rore and .As ii:. H:'. a r l Ft r e where reonle HrP 
f:P,re only for nakinf: money . Some ir.,migrP.nts in,qi;,;inP t h i::iy :=tr e fitting intn 
t h <?. lite of tt.is "ount ry when they cc:r:.e here just to mlike mo ney . They .sc0n 
f in1 that r,ecp-19 v:ho corr.e here j u st to •make ;toney ;;ire ve r y rriurh di:--likPcL 
Arr1e rir:::i. i s scrr,ething you mus t telong to , not something you rur('r.<i.se . :i:'eople 
who try to rr.B.ke rr,oney without 11 helong i r.g" soon finr'I, thA.t oH,FJr people riake it 
i:.::i.rd for then to make money , Hnrl t r eat them with hosTility . Sometin:es lhA 
irr.mig r ant C'!:ill s this racial disr.riminat ion . I t is no1: r;:;_('iA.l n.i~cri!ni nRtion. 
It wi ll hapr,.en in any country B.nn. in any g rou:r where r,eo:_nle get the in.e::, thA.t 
a. ::, tr-ang er wcmts to 3hA.re the h "st they h;:;_ve wi.tl:out bejng one of therr., and 
hy thl'it I IL83I'. act.ing P, S t:r ey s_('t , ~uffering when they suf fer, gi,•tng wr,en 
they g ive . 

4 . Do not eqrri your r1oney here an<l rlan to sr,en<i. it abro acJ . 

5 . Live in ti.A goo~ ;:,. house P..s -.;h8 olnAr Arr,erfr:ms w1:.o m:=tke ,_.,hA.t you no . If you 
live in a Al1':l.rk or hovPl , the 1~mP-rfr:o,,:::i.s will a r r:,:ue tb'3.t you are trying to 
re"luce thFJ st::,.nci.A.rl'I, of 1 i Ying , .91: thA. t you qre not sub- ht1ml'ln '1.Ilr'l do nc t want 
to live .te~Rotly, e r thP.t you A.r e not living in 4!,eri('R ;:,.t 1=tll, but "l.rf> 
saving ycur ;.-.or_ey to sr,enr1. ;:;_hrm,rl. i n some f0 r eig.n l:;,,ivl . 'i'l' ey ·sill not like 
you for .A.'tly of triese . 

A , Do not r ut orr leqrning ~ngli~t . 
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8 . Neve :c lo se r e spect i' O r t.he r eople er you r ancest ry ar:~ t he th i nr,.s t hey have 
acccmi:lished . 'I'ne ..n.n,ericar.s have no us e f or :peopl e who uct u& hamed ot' t he i r 
parenta::;e , and wh0 t r y t o boc0me Arr.e ricans i n six months . The y l~el i eve tha t 
such pe r sons a r e e i t her d i shones t or too shallow to be a c r edit t o any nat ion . 
Ee comj_nt:, an h.f.1.er i can is a f :radua l , sl01.1 pr o cess . 'lie a re prou d of our a ncest ors , 
and do not respect t hose who a r e not proud or the i rs . We t h i nk t o o well or 
our s e l ves t o believe t hat any pe r son can become one or u s hy l ear n i n g, a c' e·N 
wi s e- cracks , sneer i ng a t h i s f.'o r'bear s , a nd buyi nr, a n ew sui t or clothes . 

9 . A s ir::n~i g rant s and the c hildren ot' i mrri g r ants yvu will or ten l i ve in :poor dis-
tricts , and the :r1erhber s vt'· t he ma jori t y race you me e t will t'requen tly be pe r son s 
who a re no t ve ry much respec t ed by trie ir o,.-n peoi:l e . The r a ilures or one r ace 
a re alwa J' S t hose who n ost resent a dH' f erent r a ce . You must mak e ycur f r i ends 
a 'iC n9.; t he be t te r - educated and rr.ore suc ce ssful peopl e of t he na jori t y r ace . 

10 . Never ac t ashamed of you r o vm peopl e , or try to escape t h e ir r,r oblens by 
• dese rt i ::1g the1n . 

11 . S tudy t he successful .a.me r icans caref ul l y , and f i nd out wha t makes one .hlne r i can 
popula r with Gth e r -"ir ,eri cans . .rhen t r y t o 1: 1 in good- will i n tte s arr.e r1anr.e r . 

12 . I t' J eopl e a r e rude to you, and try· to make it hard tor you to mak e a l iving, 
keep your h ead . lien er:iber what you want : t" air t r eat:7.ent . Yoa can ne,·er gain i t 
by f eeline; s orry fo r ;you rself , or pl o.nning f or t h e time when ycu can be r ude 
and hateful ba ck aga in. 

1 0 . The r~1Gr e you lea rn about 1i.1:1er i ca , its land, peoples , h i s t ory , SOilf-S , 'book s , 
heroes, t he less of a st r ang er you wi l l f eel i n i t . Tr u e , many .d.me:i:i cans do 
not kne,w :cmch or t hese th i ne,s . Coul d you exre ct t o be su cces sful in a r..y count r y 
by imi tating t '."le lE:,a s t successt' ul or its peopl e s ? 

l 1i . Neve r cov-er hu r t f eel ing r•, i th a l oud, contemp tuous manne r . 
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