A 'SOCIAL PLAN #OR MINORITY GROUES
(4n E£xcerpt from a Letter of O, D, Richardson)

A minority grOuﬁ, racial or religious, never gets quite fair treatment.
Unfair treatment causes hatred, and hatred causes more unfair treatment. This
condition is dangercus to the United States for it is the negation of our religicn
and our democratie principles. It is Aangerous to any minority for history if full
of examples of minority groups’ who became "untouchetles.” ZEut until a minority
group decides to breek the fatal circle with an intelligent plan, and find leaders
who can ‘persuade their people to follow that plan, there can be no remedy. Equality
cannot be given or legislated. t must be won, and won by some careful plan, well
conceived, end followed vigorously for at least a generation. .

Axiom: People will trust you and aecept you, in time, if you conformm to the folk-
patterns that group of customs whiech make the Americans Americans, the
Chinese Chinese, the kussians Fussians, the Romans Romans. These custcms

of ten seem odd, but there is always a good reason for them in the life of
that particular reorle.

Don'ts for Raeial Minorities:

1. - You must decide which of the customs of a couritry are mereiy A passing fasihion,
and which are the roots of its character, No one can become an American
{ though lots have tried) by learning to jitter-bug, drive a car, to neck in
quiet lanes, 4rink fce cream sodas, heat a house with an sutomatic gas furnace
cIr get a divorce., i

2. You cannot beeome 'an 4merican by imitating the habhits of peorie whe are not
respected by the best off the Americans.

(]
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Amerieca has quite a reputation in Hurope and Asia as a place where people are
nare only for msking money, ©Some.immigrants imagine they are fitting into
the life of $his country when they come here just to mske money. They scon
£ind that pecple who come here just to'make woney are very much dizliked.
America is something you must telong to, not something you purchase. Teople
who try to make money without "belonging" soon £ind ‘that other people make i%
kard for them to make money, and treat them with hostility. Sometimes the
irmigrant ealls this raeisl diserimination, It is not racial discrimination.
t will happen in any country and in any group where people get the idea that
a stranger wants to share the rtest they have without being cone of them, and

by that I mean acting as they set, Suffering when they suffer, giving when
they give, ]

4, Do not earn your money here and plan to spend it abroaq.

on

. Live in as good a house as the older imericans who make what you de. If you
live in.Aa sharck or hovel, the Ameriesns will argue that you are trying te
reduce the standard of living, or that you are rot sub-human and do nc¢t want
to live decegtly, or that you are not living in dmeriea at all, but are
saving your money to spend abroad in some foreign land, They will not like
you fer .any of these,

8, Do not put off learning fnglish,

7+ Do not throw away your noney, especially on clieap goods,




10.

11,

12,

14,

V]

Never lose respect for the people cof your ancestry and the things they have
aceomplished, The Americans have no use for people who act ashamed of their
parentagze, and who try to becume Americans in six months. ' They beliewe that
such persons are either dishonest or too shallow to be a credit to ahy nation.
Becoming an smerican is a gradual, slow process., We are proud of our ancestors,
and do not respect those who are not proud of theirs. We think too well of
ourselves to believe that any person can become one of us by learning a few
wise-cracks, sneering at his forbears, and buyine a new suit of clothes.

As immigrants and the children of immigrants you will of ten live in poor dis-—
triets, and the members of - the majority race you meet will Trequently be persons
who are not very much respected by their own peorle, The failures of one race
are always those who most resent a different race. You rust make ycur friends
ameng the better-educated and more successful people of the majority race,

Never act ashamed of your own people, or try to escape their problens by
deserting them.

Study the successful americans carefully, and find out what makes one american
popular Wwith ¢ther Apericans. Then try to win good-will in the same manner,

If people are rude to you, and try to make it hard for you to make a living,
keep your head., Hemember what you want: fair treatment. You can never gain it
by feeling sorry for yourself, or planning for the time when you can be rude
and hateful back again,

The more you learn about 4america, its land, peoples, history, songs, books,
heroes, the less of a stranger you will feel in it. True, many americans do

not know ruch of these things, Could you exrect to be successful in any country
by imitating the least successful of its peoples?

Never cover hurt feeling with a loud, contemptucus manner.
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