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A CHRONOLOGY 

1 . 

OF EVACUATION AND RELOCATION 

--1941-· 

Dec~ber 7 -- The attack on Pearl Huber 

December 8 •· Declaration of war see.inst Japan • 

. 
February 13-- letter to the Pre•ident from the Pacific Coast congressional 

delegation recamnendins the evacuation from strategic areas 
of all persons ·of Japanese encestry, and others, both aliens 
and citizens, whose presence might Jeopardize or hinder the 
Nation's war effort, 

' 
~ebruary 19-- Executive order of the President authorizing the Secretary 

of War or designated "military commanders to prescribe •military 
· areas from which ~ or ·all persons ~ be excluded, or in 

which their movements~ be restricted, 

P'ebruarjr 21:.. Hearings ot Rouse Canmittee on National Defense Migration 
(the Tolan Caamittee) besun on the Pacific Coast with 
regard to· problems involved in dealing with enem.v aliens and 
other persons living 1n that area, 1 

February 23•- Telegrem tram the Tolan Committee to tlle President, cabinet 
members, and congressional leaders urgisle establishment of a 
regional office ot the Alien ·Property Custodian in the Pacific 
Coast area. 

Me1"llh 2 .. Proclamation issued by Lieut. Gen. J, L. DeWitt, Commandine 
General ot the Western Defense C~d an4 Fourth ~, 
designating mi·litary areas in the States or Washington, Oregon, 
California, and Arizona :from which certain persons or classes 
of persons, as the situation might re·quire, might be excluded, 

' ·Restrictions place! ·on ·Japa.nes~, Gel'lll8D, and Italian aliens, 
Military Area No, 1 included roughly. the western half of the 
three coastal -States and ·-the southern half of Arizona. 

· Military Area· No,·. 2 ca:n:prised ·the re~in!M portions of all 
four states, '. Period o:f voluntary evacuation begun. 

March 6 -- Federal Reserve Benk designated as a co-operating agency to 
assist persons to be eTaeuated 1n disposing of their ·property 

. or making oth&~ arrangements tor h8ndl1ng such property. The 
Fenn Securi'ty Adm1nistra-tion was later authorized to render 
similar assistance with respect to agricultural property and 
to help in placing other operators on farms ·that had ·been 
vacated, 



March 14 

Mo.roh 14 

Muroh 16 

':'. ·~:-.:·(, ' • 

- 2-
-. •,t , • .• • • • • 

• : • • • • •• • , t,. 

The Wnrt.i mc Civil Control 1,dr,linistrnt ion (WCCA) ostriblishod ·us 
o.n n genoy ·of tho 11fostorn Dcfons c Corraro.nd ., lm.dor Col. Knrl R. 
Bondcts en, to hnvo d ireot supervision of t ho ovnouution pr ogr am. 

- , 

Prodnfo.ution issued designuting the; Sfot6s ·-6f !do.ho, ·}fonto.na, 
Nevudo., o.nd Utah as militar y ur eas No. 3, 4 , 51 nnd 6 r e s pcctivol~ 

'. ' '. ::: • · -~. • !" " - _,...--... 

.... Work under wny on clearing lo.nd und 6r oction of h ousing for 
cvucueo assembly center a. t ·W~nza.no.r , ·co.l ifor n in, tmder dir ection 
of t he u. S . ,~ Cor ps of Enginoers • 

v -·;·: ,~.,:.~ .,~· ' j • .. . -:-~ ~ 

Mo.reh 18 -- Execut·ivo Order (9ib2)· i~sudd 'by.-P.rc::i'iden-b Roos evelt croo.t i ng 
,,n ':. 'tho Wo.r Re l oc ation ~·,uthority ., a- ·non- milito.r y o.gency, with 
·· ; uthority to formuhto o.nd curry' o'i1t i:t pr ogrnm f or o. plnnned 

nnd orderly r c l ocntion of pors::ms "ovo.curitod from military o.r eus. 
Miltpn s . Eisenhower o.ppointed director. 
,• ·. : \'::· : . . .- . 1 •. 

Murch 19: .. ·_-~f, ·•" To'iegrujtti,. s cm't by Tolo.n Conunittoe t o 15 Wos te r n Gove r nors t o 
· · ,·,.:. :··· : aetcrmih o o.ttitudo of Stcttos t ownrd roooiving Japanes e evo.cuoes ; 

all bui!' 01.1e of tho r epl ies unfnvor (.lblo . 

~ •. ~ I 

Murch 23 

Ma.rch 23 
.. . :·. ·. 

. . , ·. :- ·. t . -

Enactment -of Congrossionnl le gislation (HR 6758) pr ovidi ng 
pon o.lti6's Tor ·pers ".>ns v iolo.ting\:X>rders us to ent ering, romD.i n ­
i ng ·111;-- or lonving nilitnr y -amus '• "· 

M6venont of first cont i ngent of evacuees of Jo.pnnoso o.ncestry., 
11 000 voluntoors from Los 1.ngoles, to tho assembly e 9nter o.t 
Mo.nznnnr t o nss ist i n propc.ring tho new community for t ho lntor 
urr'i'vu l . of 91 000 othe r s • 

Civilio.n Exclusion Order No . 1 issued by Lieut. Gen. J . L. 
DeWitt .dir-oct'ing o.11 persons of Jnpnnoso. a,-ncostry both a l iens 
o.nd· citizo11s , to ovucunto Bninbr idgo ·Is),1:md ne o.r Sonttl 0 , 
Wrishi rtgton , · on or be,f0ro ·March 30• · : 

.. :·· . ~ : . 

··Mur oh 2:7 : -~- • Effective dnto CY!f: cun:flo,,·1 ordor ,• covcri.ng. Gor rno.n and Ito.lio.n 
• : · : · .. 

0
·:· . 'u-lfon:s nnd' o. 11 persbns.·cof Jnpu..11osc p.n.costry ir~ Military 1lrcn. 

• • • • ,i:: •' I-:" 

•' r •, " 

•• I~ •. • 

•,.: Nb'• ·1; requiring ·them to bo i n thoir, _p1.'l cos of r esiden co betwoon 
tho l'iours of ·8 p ~m. and 6 · o. .im.; ;forbidding possession of firo-

.. · · o:.i-..ms , CiA11l os i vos, cnn1cras., radio tro.ns mitting s ets or shortrvnvc 
::r6ec,ivi ng sots ., and ·burr i ng t r nvel more t han five miles fron 

home without pe r mit . 
~ : ' .. 

Furthor vol untar y ~:vo.cunt i on · f r om'Militur,y. 1,ron No , l by 
·Jnpnnoso., a liens ~:F· 1".morico.n- born; pr ?~JbJ,ted after this dnte 
by or der of Lieut -. G~m,. DoW1tt. . . 

Mhr ·cli. 130· ·' . .;-- Throe thousand people of Ja panese nncostry or dered to c,..-ucuo.to 
tho Tormi nn l Island nroo. i n Los lingeles h,..,{:rbor l1y J.pril 5 o.nd 
move t o t ho nsson:bly center ~t Snnto 1,nita. . 
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1.pril 7 

l.pril 16 

l.pr i l 17 

May 7 

Ma.y 8 

Muy 8 

May 8 

May 16 

May 19 

Moy 21 

May 27 

Juno 1 

' 

- 3-

So.lt I..ako City c onfor onco r.ttcndod by 10 Wester n gQyor nor s 
or their r opr esontntivos , and by other state c ffic io.1s o.nd 
ropresontati vos of· fodor a.l agencies including tho War Re­
l o cation 1.uthority., · t o discuss r e l ocation ·pr ogr am and o.scortnin 
tho viou::; of tho vnri:ms sto.tos t orn:i.rd it . Stutes r oprosontod 
vror o : · U.;'.'.h .• L:::-~:::c·:1n , Novndn , Montono. , Idaho, Col o r ado ., Now 
Moxi?o , Vfnsh ingt0n , Orogrm., o.nd Wy-:ini ng . 

Constr uction stnri;od on Giln Ri ver Relo cati on Center nonr 
Sacc.t ::m1 1.riz :;n~,o 

J.ppointr:ont of· Eo Ro Fr yer o. s Regiona l Director · of tho Wnr 
Roloc o.t i on .1\uth:ir ity f'.t So.n Fro.ncisco announced . 

Or ga.nizo.t:i.on of Motiona l Student Re l ocation Council., n non­
gover ruaont agency ., initio.f-od through tho eff orts of tho 
1.moricc.n Friends Se rvice Conr.rl.ttoo with tho o.ppt oval of tho 
Yfor Rol oco.tion ,~uthori-bJ ·and tho "!for D~po.rtn::mt , t o a.s s ist 
in o. p r ogr m:1 by ;1hich ovc.cuoo students nr o onebled to c o!1tinuo 
t heir oduco.tion a t co l logos outside tho ovo.cuntod ur ea . 

/,.rrivo.l of fi rst conti:,c;o:1t of ovncuoos at. the Col o r ado Ri,;,-or 
Re locution Center near Pnrlco r , .Arizona. . 

Action sta rted by Nnthrc Sons of tho Golden Vlost in o. Co.lifo r n fo 
Federal Court t o dony :·.r.nricrm- born Jo.po.nos ~ t ho right t o vote. 

- Evacuntion of Jo.po.P~sc i n lrizona comp l otod . 

J.tl o.ntic coast dosignutotl a railita r y o.r oo. by t ho Easte r n Defense 
Cor:nno.nd . 

Ci v ilian Restricti on Order No . 1 issued by tho Weste r n Defon.so 
Cor.tr.1.o.nd establishing a ll ass embl y canters and r o l oca tion 
oonte:r:s i n tho eight fo.r Y1oster n States a s milita ry o.r co.s and 
f or bidding ovncueo r e sidents to lonvo t ho so o.rco.s ·vri t hout 
express approvn l of tho Y!oster n Dofense Con.'X1.n<l . 

Departure of first gr oup of ova.cuoos fror,1 Portlo.nd /,ssorably 
Con-tor £:or o.gr iculturnl v,ork in Mal heur County I Oregon under 
us·surc.n cos from Gover nor and locnl P.uthor itios thot lnn and 
ord or woul d be rnn into. :L"le d • 

Opening by Ho.r Rol <iontion J~uthority of r o l oc nt -fon c ente r ut 
Tulo Lnko , Califor n i a neo.r tho Orogon b oundo.r y . 

Contr o l of Mo.nznnc.r ., ·which ho.d boon opor ntod o.s o.n·o.s sombly 
cantor by tho ~'krtil'.'lo Civil Cont r o l 1.dministr c.t i on1 trans ­
ferred t o the 'ifar Rol oc o.tiop J:..uth or i ty. 
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June 2 

June 7 

Juno 10 

Juno 17 

Juno 20 

Juno 26 

Juno 29 

July 9 

Jul y 9 

July 18 

July 25 

/,ugust 7 , 

August 8 

First step in evacuating people of Japanese an~estry from 
Mili tary Area No. 2 in California (roughly the eastern half 
of the state) taken by Lieut. Gen. DeWitt with issuance of 
Proclamation No. 6·forbidding the •peopl e of Japanese descent 
to leave this a rea. 

Evacuation of 100, 000 people of Japanese an cestry from 
~ilitory Area No. 1 completed. 

Plans o.nnouncod to ostublish field offices of the Wo.r Re location 
Authority at Donvor and Littlo Ro~k i n addition to tho ono at 
Son Francisco . 

Dillon s. Myer appointed national director of tho War Relocation 
Author ity succooding M. s. Eisenhower. 

Appointment of Joseph H. Smar t o.s regi onal director o.t Donvor 
o.nnouncod. 

Opening of t r i al o.t Son Francisco on suit brought by tho 
No.t ivo ·sons of tho Golden Wost to bur Jnpano so- Amorieans from 
voting . 

-~ Announcement thct o tota l of 11 600 ovo. cuco workers had boon 
roloosod from assembly and relocation centers to help rclicvo· 
o.n acute- labor shortage in sugar - beet orons in co.stern Oregon, 
Utah , Ido.ho, and Montana . 

Evacuation of o.pproximntoly 10,000 people of Jnpo.nosc ancestry 
f r om Mili t o.r y Arco. No. 2 in Califor n i a ( oostorn por tion of tho 
stnto) started, with' movement direct to re locution centers 
instead ·or to assembly centers o.s in tho evacuation of Military 
1,roo. No• l. 

1,ppoint mont · of E. B. if/hi t aker o.s Rcgionnl Director of Y'Rll. ut 
Little Rock, 1,rknnso.s ; 

Opening of Gila River re location center neo.r So.co.ton, Arizona. 

No.tionc.l Defense Appropriation /,ct i ncluding (nmong rrnny other 
items) 70 million dollar oppropric.tion for tho Wnr Relocation 
Authority for the fisco.l yo o.r ending Juno 30, 1942 s igned by 
President Roosevelt . 

Evo.cuo.tion of 110, 000 peopl e of Japanese nncostry from their 
homes in Mil itnry Arco. No • 1 a.nd tho Ca.lifornin portion of 
Military lron No . 2 completed. 

\ 

/~ppointrront of Elmer ·M. Rowult as Deputy Director of tho Vfar 
Ro l ocut ion huthcrity. 
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J.ugust 10 

li.ugust 12 

J.ugust 18 

.. 5 • 

... lrrivo.l of first contingent of ovo.6uoos to open tho Minidoka. 
Rolocc.tion Center near Edon, Idaho , 

-• Opening of Hoc.rt Mountnin rolocution eontor noo.r Cody, VTyoming . 

Vfo.r Dopurtmcnt proolo.mution dosignuting o.s militar y o.r oo.s tho 
four relocation centers outside tho Western Defense Commnnd 
issued by Socrota.r y Stims on. 

August 19 Announoom::nt by Lt. Gen. J . L. DeWitt of a program under which 
o.ny po~sons doemod dangerous to milito.ry security would be 
excluded from vital areas in tho Vfostcrn Defense Commo.nd e 

Lugust 27 Opening of Granado. Roloouti on Conter near Lamar, Coloro.do , 

September 10-- Individual exclus i on progrum for 16 states in tho Ea.stern 
Defense Cemmnnd o.~ounood by Lt. Gen. Hugh A, Drum, providing 
for tho exclusion of "any porsenwhoso presence in tho En.stern 
Militar y a.rea is doomed danger ous to tho nationo. l defense. 11 

Tho Wo.r ·Ro l ooation 1.uthor ity was ·authorized to o.ss ist persons 
excluded from .oithor tho Vlostern, Eastern or Souther n military 
regions to ro-ostablish themselves i n non- pr ohibited ar eas , 

Soptombor 11-- Opening of tho Cent ral Utah Relocati on Center noo.r Del ta, 
Uto.h , • · 

September 15.... Or der issued by Y!'ostorn Defense Command permitting eva.euoo 
worker s at tho Poston o.nd Gil a River Ro l oco.tiontContor s t o 
enter cor tnin parts of Military Aron No. l i n Arizoru:i to 
assist in tho harvest of tho l ong- stnplo cotton crop. 

September 15-- 1.nnounoom:mt :mndo thnt tho Evncuoo Property Divis ion of 'f!R.A 
nt So.n Francisco hnd sot up branch offices in Seattl e a.nd 
Los l.ngo lo s and wns ros pons ib lo for tho administr nt ion of 
evucuoo property holdings vuluod ut more than two- hundred 
million dollar s . 

September 17-- Oponing of Rohwer Roloco.ti on Center noar McGehee, Arko.nsa.s . 

Soptombor 20-- 'Resolution adopted by no.tiorml convention of tho Amorienn 
Logi on nt Knnso.s City asking tho.t control of Ro l oonti on Centers 
bo "returned to military o.uthoritics " and tho.t ovo.cuoos 11bo 
denied tho privilege of leaving those cnmps under o.ny pretext 
for tho durn tion of tho wa.r • " 

September 21~- Joint Resolution introduood in the United Stutes Senate by 
Senator Rufus C, Holman of Oregon proposing o.mendmont to tho 
Cons~itution giving Congr ess tho power to r eguluto conditi ons 
under which persons subject to dual citiionship :mD.y become 
citizens of tho United Sto.tos • 
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So~omber 25-- Off ices of the Wur Rel ocation Authority oponod i n New Yor k 
Cit y und Baltimor e t o ussist persons excl uded from Easter n 
Military ur eas i n :('.iuding work and homos in non- r estricted 
ar eas • 

'· 

October 1 Effective date of VTB.J. regulations under -rrh ich ovc.cueos mny 
obtai n per mits to l oo.ve r el ocati on contors for t ompor o.ry or 
pcr mD.nont r osidonco outside if tho fol loYring conditions uro 
mot: (a) that tho o.ppl i cant 1s l oyalty to tho United Stat e~ 
is unquestioned; (b) thnt ho hc.s o.n offer of empl oyment or 
other moans of support s ons ~ot t o become o. publio charge; 
(c) thc.t he will keep tho Luthor ity advised of c.ny chungo 
of r esidence; (d) thut t her e is r cnsonablc assurance tho.t 
his pr esence will be ncccptublo i n the corrnnunity to which 
ho is going • . 

• - Opening of tho tonth and l o.st Ro l ooati on Center at Jer ome , 
li.rko.nsas , noo.r Der mott. 

October 10 Robert 0 1 Br ien, former Lssisto.nt Doan o.t tho Univer sity 
of TTnshington appo inted nationa l director of tho Student 
Rol ocqt i on.Council , s ucceeding Dr. Robbins Barstow who 
r eturned t o h is duties as pr esident of tho Har tford 
Thcologico.l Seminary. 

October 24 .. _ Mor e than 8, ~o• ova cuocs engaged i n harvest work i.."1 Vfostcrn 
sto.tos to roliovo ucuto shortage of fo.r m l abor . 

October 3t .Assembly centers olcnr od with movement of fino. l contingent 
of evacuees from Fr esno t o Jerome Rel ocation Center . 
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