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A CHRONOLOGY

OF EVACUATION AND RELOCATION
--19k1--

December 7 -~ The attack on Pearl Harbor
December 8 »- Declaration of war egainst Japan,
~=1942-~

February 13-- Letter to the Prepident from the Pacific Coast congressional
delegation recommending the evacuation from strategic areas
of all persons of Japanese ancestry, and others, both aliens
and citizens, whose presence might jeopardize or hinder the
Nation's war effort,

February 19-- Executive order of the President authorizing the Secretary
of War or designated military commanders to prescribe military
areas from which any or all persons may be excluded, or in
which their movements may be restricted,

February 21-- Hearings of House Committee on National Defense Migration
(the Tolan Committee) begun on the Pacific Coast with
regard to problems involved in dealing with enemy aliens and
other persons living in that area,

February 23-- Telegram from the Tolan Committee to the President, cabinet
members, and congressional leaders urging establishment of a
regional office of the Alien Property Custodian in the Pacific
Coast area.

Margh 2 -- Proclamation issued by Lieut, Gen, J, L. DeWitt, Commanding
) General of the Western Defense Cormand and Fourth Army,
designating military areas in the States of Washington, Oregon,
California, and Arizona from which certain persone or classes
of persons, as the situation might require, might be excluded,
‘Restrictions placed on Japanese, German, and Italian aliens,
Military Area No, 1 included roughly the western half of the
three coastel States and the southern half of Arizona,
“ Military Area No, 2 comprised the remainipg portions of all
four states, Period of voluntary evacuation begun.

March 6 .- Federal Reserve Bank designated as a co-operating agency to
. ~ asslst persons to be evacuated in disposing of thelr property
or making other arrangements for handling such property, The
Farm Security Administration was later authorized to render
similar assistance with respect to agricultural property and
to help in placing other operators on farms that had been
vacated,
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March 14 == Tho Wartime Civil Control Administration (WCCA) ostablished ‘as
an agency of the Western Defonse Command, undor Cole Karl Re
Bondetsen, to have dircet supecrvision of the evaesuation programe

Maroh 14 ~~ Proelamation issued designating tho Statés sf Idaho, Montana,
Novada, and Utah as military areas Noe 3, 4, 5, and 6 rospoetivol;
+ o S LS e ¥
Maroh 16 ~= Work underway on clearing land and éroction of housing for
evaocuce dssombly conter at Manzanar, California, under dircction
of thc u. Se Arny Corps of Euglnoors.
e WAy Cal Sgie
Mareh 18 =~ Excoutivo Ordor (9162) issuod By fro Ilant’ Rooscvolt eroating
‘&tho War Rolocation Authority, & nonemilitary agoney,with
ﬁuthorlty to formulato and carry out A program for a planncd
and orderly rolocation of peorsons 'ovacuated from military arcas,
Milton S84 Eisonhower appointed dircector,
: i Bstedl g o : i

March 19:"3;ﬁrdeieﬂf“ﬁéfsbn% by Tolan Committooc to 15 Wostorn Govormors to
e datormlﬂo attitude of States townrd roceiving Japancsc ovacuccs
all but’ sno of Hhe roplios unfavorablos

March 21" -~ BEnactmont-of Congrossiomnl logislation (IR 6758) providing
e : ponaltlov Tor porsons violatingiordors as to ontoring, remin-
ing 4dy" or loaving military arieagse -
March 23 == Moévement of first contingent of otaeuecs of Japanese ancostry,
i 1,000 voluntoors from Los Lngoles, to tho assembly ecntor at
quznnar to dssist in proparing tho now commumity for the later
arrival of 9,000 othors,

March 28 == Civilian Exclusion Ordor No, 1 issucd by Licute Gone Je Le

T s DoWitt «dirocting all persons of Japancso. ancostry both alicns
S and citizons, to cvacunte Bainbridge Islond near Seattlo,

ey Washingbton, on or beforc -March 30 *

» “ Ml <X W s Ve
b Sl < > . oA e (i

”Mdth 27 « . w= . Bffocbive dato of  curféw ordorvcovering Gorman and Italian
fres o em. aliend and all porsdnscof Japaneso anocstry in Military Area
No'e '1; roquiring thom to be in their plaeos of rosidenco botwoon
tho Hours of ‘8 pime and 6 asme; forbidding possossion of firoce
afms, oxplosives, ocamoras, radio transmitting sets or shortwave
» 177 Tpbeodving sobs, and barring travel more than five miles from
home without pernit,

S
- £5Y

Mareh 29 == Furthor ¥Yoluntary sevacuation from Militany:. Arca No, 1 by
Sl ‘Japancse, alicns e dmerican-born, prokibited after this date
b ottt by order of Lioute Gene DoWAbte .o o

Mareh 30 ‘s~ Three thousand people of Japanoso ancostry ordercd to cwmeuate

the Torminal Island area in Los Angoles harbor by April 5 and
move to tho assembly contor gt Santa LAnita,
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Lpril 7

Lpril 16.

Jpril 17

May T

May 8

May 16

Moy 19

Moy 21

May 27

June 1

G

Salt Iake City econferonce attended by 10 Wostorn goyornors

or their represontatives, and by other state officials and
roprosontatives of "fodoral agoncics including the War Ro=
location Authority, to discuss rolocation program and ascortain
the views of the wvarious states toward it, States ropresontod
worcs: ~Uonh, Arizona, Novade, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, New
Moxico, Washingbton, Orcgon, and Wyoning,

Construstion startdd on Gila River Rolocation Centor near
Sacaton, frizonae

Lppointrent of Ee Re. Fryer as Rogilonal Dirootor of the War
Rolocation Authority at San Francisco announceds

Organization of National Studont Rolocation Council, a non=
govermmont agoney, initiatiod through the efforts of the
Lmorican Frionds Sorvico Cormitteo with the approwval of tho
War Rolocation Authority and tho Wor Dopartront, to assist

in a program by which oveoouco students are onabled to continue
tholr oduecation at collogos outsido the cvacunted arcaos

Lrrival of first eontingent of ovacucos at the Colorado Rivor
Relocation Center noar Parkor, Arizonaes

lLotion started by Native Sons of tho Goldon West in a California
Federal Cowrt to deny Jmericon-born Japaneso the right to votos

Evacuation of Japancsc ih Arizona complotode

Itlantic const dosignatod a military arca by the Eastern Dofonso
Cormande '

Civilian Restriction Ordor Noe 1 issucd by tho Wostern Defense
Cormand ostablishing all assombly conters and relocation
conters in the oight faor westorn States as military areas and
forbidding ovacucc residonts to loave these areas without
oxpross approval of the Westorn Doflense Cormand,

Doparturce of first group of ovacuces from Portland Assombly
Contor for agriculbural work in Malhour County, Orogon under
assurancos from Govornor and leoecal authoritics thot law and
ordor would be maintaincds

Oponing by Vlar Reldoation Authority of rclocation center at
Tulo Lako, Californis near thc Orogon boundarye

Control of Manzanar, which had boon operated as an’asscmbly

contor by the Vartime Civil Control Ldministration, tronse
forred to the War Relocation Authoritye
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June

June

June

June

Junc

June

June

July

July

July

July

Lugust 7-

fugust 8

2

10

17

20

26

29

18

25

-

o

First step in evacuating people of Japanese ancestry from
Military Area No, 2 in California (roughly the eastern half
of the state) taken by Lieuts Gen. DeWitt with issuance of
Proclamation Nos 6 forbidding the *people of Japanese descent
to leave this arca.

Evacuation of 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry from
Military Area No, 1 completods

Plans announced to establish ficld offices of the War Relocation
Authority at Denver and Little Roek in addition to the ono at
San Francisco,

Dillon S, Mycr appointed national dirocctor of the War Rolocation
Authority succecding Me Se Eiscnhowore

Adppointmont of Joscph He Smart as regional dircctor at Denver
announcede

Opening of trial at San Francisco on suit brought by tho
Native Sons of the Golden Wost to bar Japanoso=Amorieans from
votinge

Announcoment that a total of 1,600 ovacuce workors had beon
relcascd from asscmbly and rclocation ccentors to holp relicve”
an acute. labor shortage in sugar-boot arcas in castorn Orogon,
Utah, Idaho, and Montanae

Evacuation of approximately 10,000 pcoplc of Japancsc ancostry
from Military Arca Noe 2 in California (castern portion of tho
stato) startod, with movomont dircet to rclocation contors
instend of to assombly contors as in tho ovacuation of Military
Lrcn Nos le

Lppointment of E. B. Thitaker as Regional Dircetor of VRA at
Littlo Rock, Arkansas,

Opening of Gila Rivor rclocation centor ncar Sacaton, Arizonae

National Defensc Appropriation et including (among many other
items) 70 million dollar appropriation for the War Rolocation
Luthority for the fiscal yoar cnding Juno 30, 1942 signcd by
Prosidont Roosovelt,

Evacuation of 110,000 peoplc of Japanosc ancecstry from their
homos in Military Arca Nos 1 and the California portion of
Military Aroa Noe 2 complctods

Lppointmont of Elmer Me Rownlt as Doputy Dircctor of the War
Rolocation futhority,
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Lugust 10

August 12

lugust 18

Lugust 19

Lugust 27

Scptember

Scptomber

Scptember

Scptomboer

Septembor

Septomber

September

10==

llew

1B

15=w

17--

20w

2le-

v Ow

Lrrival of first contingont of ovaouccs to open the Minidoka
Relocotion Conter ncar Edon, Idaho,

Oponing of Heart Mountain rolocation ecnter ncar Cody, Wyominge

Viar Departmont proclamation designating as military ayocas the
four rclocation contors cutsido tho Wostecrn Defensc Command
issuod by Scerctary Stimson,

lmmouneoment by Lte Gone Je Le DoWitt of o program under which
any porsons docmod dangorous to military seccurity would be
oxcluded from vital arcas in the Vostorn Dofoenso Command e

Opening of Granada Recloeatlon Contor ncar Lamar, Colorado,

Individual oxclusion program for 16 states in the Eastorn
Dofense Command announced by Lte Gone Hugh Ae Drum, providing
for the oxeclusion of "any porson whoso proscnce in tho Eastorn
Military arca is doomed dangorous to the national defonsoe"
Tho War Relocation Luthority was authorized to assist porsons
cxcludod from cithor tho Wostern, Eastorn or Southorn military
rogions to romcstoblish thomsclves in noneprohibited arcase

Opcning of the Contral Utah Rolosation Conter necar Delta,
Utch, (T

Ordor issucd by Viestern Defonsc Command permitting evasuco
workers at the Poston and Gila River RelocationsConters to
ontor certain parts of Military Aroa Noe 1 in Arizona to
assist in the harvest of the long-staple cotton crope

Znnouncement made that the Evaouee Property Division of VRA
et San Francisco had sot up branch officos in Secattle and
Los lngoles and wos responsiblo for tho administratlon of
ovacuco proporty holdings valued at moro than two~-hundred
million dollars,

Oponing of Rohwor Relocation Contor noar MeGohee, Arkansase

Rosolution adopted by national convention of the Ameriean

Logion at Kansas City asking that control of Rolocation Centers
bo "returnod to military authoritics" and that evacucos "bo
denied the privilege of leaving theso eamps under any protoxt
for tho duration of the ware"

Joint Reosolution introduced in the United States Sonate by
Senator Rufus C4 Holman of Orcgon proposing amendment to tho
Constitution giving Congress the power to regulato conditions
undor which persons subjeet to dual citizenship may bocome
citizens of the United Statos,
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Scpkcmber 25w=-

Octobor

Ogtober

6etobor

October

Octoboer

L

10

24

30

—-6-

Officos of tho War Relocation Authority openod in New York
City and Balbimore to assist persons excluded from Eastern
Military arcas in f£inding work and homes in non=restricted
arcas e

Effective datec of WRA rcgulations under which cvacuces may

obtain pormits to lcave relocation contors for tomporary or
permanont residonce outside if the following conditions are —
mot: (a) that tho applicant's loyalty to the United States

is unquestioned; (b) that he has an offer of cmploymont or

other meoans of support so as Zot %o bocome a publie charge;

(¢) that he will kcep the Luthority advisod of any chango

of rosidence; (d) that therc is reasonable assuranco that

his presence will be accoptable in the comumity to whieh

he is goinge

Opening 6f tho tenth and last Roloaation Centor at Jerome,
lLirkansas, noar Dormott,

Robert O!Brien, formor Assistant Dcan at the Unhiversity
of Wiashington appointed national director of the Studont
Rolocgtion Council, sueccceding Dr. Robbins Barstow who
returncd to his dutics as presidont of tho Hartford
Theological Scminarys

More than 8,008 ovacuccs cngaged in harvest work in Westorn
states to reliove acutc shortego of farm labore

Assombly conters clcarocd with movemont of final contingont
of ovacuces from Fresno to Jorome Relooation Contore
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