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ifoen the fac ts about J·aoone ·se br1rl;ali ty· to the soldier prisooers from Batnan, 

wer13 n:ale kno·m , .ru·lorictms - w0r/c moro outraged than t hey had been sir:.c':) De c_omber 
7, · 1941. ·. I nst in~ti vcly t hoy cont rested that frightfulness with our · trcutm,mt ~f 
Jannnosc held · i n t his country ; ·end , vr i t hout boing told, · .An:D ricc.ins know thnt pri -
so~cr::; in tl:e U .s , ,mre fod t hr oe mc ol s a dny end hnd not been clubbed or kicked 
o~ othorv;i se :brut .nUzqd:. 'l' oo :fo vt , howov•::ir , i'0nlizo 7,llc:t po'.rsistcnt ·end eff ec tive 
u; o Jopc.n ·, hqs boon able to r.nko , throughout t ho ·cntire I<'c.r Eo ::rt, of U. S. impri-
s orunont of porsc11s · of Jo.pc.::ic sc descent . TI:.is · prop~\gn:1dn concorns itself' less· 
i'i:th · ho~; ·tho u.s .· troot r.; the jJG Gplo ilni:irisonod t :1on -;:ho vmo imprisoned . B Y 
poi?1ting out :a gain c.µd c·gdn, tho:t t ho u.s . Jmt beh ind fences wo·ll over 100,000 
people of J·cpo.nose biood , t he 11i.r: j 8:dt:,0 oi' t hem ci. t izcrs ·0f the u .s., Jo.pnn des-
cribe s· to her Fer tn.s t orn rcc'l.io uuchoncos o:ho moro ir..stonco of .Ar.cricnn racial 
discriminc t ion . To con'vi~,cb · all ili'ic:-itols -chat t ho wnr i :r. t ho Puciric is n c·ru -
sodc · aso i r.s t t ho ·,,hito Tin;~ ' s rncic.l cpprossion , the oncmy shr0";1dl.y nctcs every 
occurr o;.,.'co in t ho U.S . t h3t suc;.gcsts if.justice t o r 2cinl t.ti.nrr i tios , fro~:1 the 
Ifogrocs t ,") 't ;.-to Ecxi'c:i:rn and J·c:pcnoso 

'Ihe enemy , of course , delibera tely refrains from nnking distinctions amon g 
the various kinds of detention we h.1ve worked ou t for t hose of Jnpanese blood in 
t his country • . Unfoi tunnt~ly , Artericnr-s therise l ves a re o."J.most cs · confused as the 
J npcnese r'.:.di_o about .. vrha·t hes hcppl)ne d to t i10 Jn pone se mj_nority ·i n this country--
one- tonth of 1 pe r c ent 01· t hG notion ' s tot?)l ~;c:r:ulatio . • . 'I'here are threo dif-
ferent typo.s of b::: rbod- 'rd.re o:iclosurcs for persons of Jop~no,;e ·::mccstry . First, 
ther0 orQ tho D::i'r,:: rt:·(1orit of Jus tipo co:m1rn , which hold 3 , 000 J :::ij_:O.noso aliens con-
sidered by the F.B.I. potent"ially dongcrou:2 tc tbo u.s . 'i'hesc oi1d t hose clorio 
cro t rue i nt 0r mnont car,qs . · . 

Se cond , there arc . ton · other re rbc d- rrirc onclos·ed co~t c,;rs in trio' U .s ., in-to 
v;hich , in 1942 , th0 gC VGITrilOnt put 110,000 :;ersons of Jnpr.mesc descen t (out of a 
totol :i)Oi)Ul otion i n contir~ori.t3 l u . s . cf 127 ,ooo) . Two-thirds of t horn v.'cro ci ti-
zcn s , born in t ho u.s .; enc- t h i rd ::ilie~1s , forbi dden by l ow to bo citizens . No 
ch(,r gos <;;-ore brought cgni ns t thnm. 1lhon t he war broke cut, nil t _hci:e 110 ,ooo 
mire r 0sident.s in t ho Pacifi c Coo st s-~nt os--tho rnetj ori ty i n Ccilifornia . They were 
put behind f ences ,,hen t he :.rmy dec_ided thr:l.t f or nmili t-::ry necessity" ol _l peopl e 
of J0pcne s e . qn.cestry , c itizen or GJ.ien , must be renow,d from t he West Const mi-
l'i t cry zone .• · , · · 

Within the l !lst yonr the 110,000 people evi cted from ·the ·.vest Const ho.ve 
been su bdi vidod i.nto t wo scpnr rito Groups . Those who hc(vo prpfessed loycl t y to 
J apon or an unwillingness td defend tho u.s . hc·ve boon plo·ced , rlth t h0ir child-
r on, in ono of t ho t en crut1ps called c, "so .:;rogation ccnt c,_r 11 (tlie third typo o f' im-
prisonment ). Of t hs romaindor in the nine "loyc\l ·caa ps ," 17 ~000 hnvo . r.a.ovcd to 
oastern st::1 tos to t~ko job s • 'i'he r ost wait behind tho fence~ an c. wkITc. rd problem 
for tho U. S . if f or no othc rmoson then . thc t the Co;,s titu"Gion aud tho Bill of 
Rights i7ere sovoroly stretche d if bot breached. TThcn U .s . ci tizons were put in 
prison. 

BC.ck in Do ccrnb0r, 1941, th~ro ·,7& s undorstnndc. b;t.c n-:-rvousnoss ove r tho t:iglt 
l_ittlo Jap~ncse cornr,rlmtios sc .-:-, ttor od clang tho Vles.t Coast . The long coast lino 
seer:1od nnkqd ond undefondod~ 'l'hcro Yiorc col onies of J::itcnese · fishorrno:i in th e 
P..ort a r eas, :f'.nrmlonds op ar nted by Jopnnc.se close t o ;,er plnnts, and little 
Tokycs in t ho her.rt of t ho bi g coet sto.1 c i.tios , Ther o ,7oro suspected EP ien among 
t he Jn:pcnose conco11tr::tti ons nnd t here wcs focr of sbbctagc . cnlif'ornians were 
urgo d to koep c 0 ~ nnd let t h e nu thbri tics tako C'.'.rG of the problon . I.~ · tho 
first two ,roeks t he Dop2rt:ment· of Justice ocoopod up obout 1,500 suspects.A few 
,rneks lc.tcr all cnoTIJ.y alion3 ond citizens. alike wore rm.1cvcd from c c, rt::iin strn-
t ogic c.r oas suc h c:s 'l'e rr.ti.n.c i Isl nncl . in Los Ar.go l os harb9r, nnd spots ncQ r _m r 
plants , po--;1or st:::!tic1:s , cr.d bridges •. But Ce.liforninns did not compl e t ely trust 
t ho nuthori tins . While t ho 1~ . 3 . I; ~·;::is ::_) icking up its su.'sr,::cts , .c.iviliun authori -
ties wcr0 bcci aged. TTi th tolcphono cetlls from citizon.o? ropcrting suspicicus b0h.:.Wi-
or of their Oriont :11 ne i ghbor s • . .f:J. t houg11 C.il.ifcr.nin ' s .At t orney General \Torren 
(now governor) sbtc d on :B'obru.:i r~' 21, 1942 , that "v;o hcivc hnd no sa.bokgoand no 
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fifth-column a ct i vity sinc e tho begi:rning , of the war 1 .. hyst e ri 2, _by t ::.e n h,q_ d begun 
to sp:i;9.f}Q ·f:\ l1 ~, lo)'lg t; lHJ COl.i\St~ -· ·.~EV?~ii'vm\;t /of' uu pc¥e so;air:aD<l' re.val cpe r ations 
offshQ:rd j , _)'aid ;ev·e.ry··t e.'le .. 6:f,:" .. fifth-.'column a'ctivi t'~, in Bftwaii , hulped tn r a ise to 
p.i.ni.~, pr op ortior:1s C~.lUorp,i•a 1 ~ --. ::tnQ'.,fon t • :\nd;_Aedp\ arif,_at:$:Crn i.3 171 t awa rd the J ap"_ rrns e 
P..n1cric ~ns . ~-- ··· . _ .. :·\,... • .. : .. , :.:• ~-~ •.; : · .. · ·· 

. ..,, ... ··: •. . 

Fo r do cnde s tli~ :}roariit,, . :p),B s ~:: h~:d; cafuJui gne'd \1~a inst t ho Y0 11 rwr Por il with i n 
t ho st e. t o (1 pe r c :mt of the r:, opu la i:; it!ln) a s we ll a s t he Ye llow Per il a c ross the 
-s e:1 s , t ll,at · woulq. 'ti ne .da v. rmk e·1.;;,,v~ r. i ·, 11\'p.en tha t wc.r rrophe('.y came true , the nows -

. . ' pEtpers c ~r.i:pai "gfi "of h/ t E/ ':-:i.nd ·'r~; __ ~·. b;01:e -e.11 bpund~ •. ;. And , whe n Hear st ca lled for 
·. t he Tel':!. (')Vfd ; - of' : a ll ' :i_>,e'op l o-' ·or Jc,pc.nGse anco s:tr y ; ,- 1:ie had p. s a llie.s 171D.n5r 'pr~ ssure 

' ·.,,, , g:t::C"ups :who he,d i'br ye 8.TS ·r e ~ent yd the: p~os enco pf J q,p~p.c so ' in : this co{mtry, ·: 
·:~·.-:_;.:.: ... . ;. ·, •.-·-. ' • . . _· ·---~--- ----~·- .· . · ·. _ .. ·· -~:··· : ··· ·.-.. ~:~- ·:. ·:, ._;_ ~-- ,= t .-,j~fJ _:_ 

... . The •Amoriccfn 'Log;i'on; since ' its ' fouftding in 1910; - has ,l.l0VOt·i of1-c e ' fii i-led to 
~ : ,:: :Pa;:,fi , :>.n .-~nnual ,,ros6l u:tibn: r,,grdnit tho_ ) ape.. nese i1:e riqans~ . '.('-ri:e Lssoci'e.t ed Far me rs ,:.~ > ,tn, J~c. liforn i n: hs.d ·co tirp etitiYa,. r Elas,ci~.f fo r , v~nting;,. _t o g0# rid . f\f the Japhne s e 

·· , ... . ,., ,/'limer for:_ ns . v,hn gr eitv ,v ege't9_blos a t l'ow C(')st. dn 'f 70 r:i;i.U il'\n worth .o.f Cti; lifornia ' l a nd. 
~·:•: ·; c:at.fornb._',S· .la:r!d-: bvis . cou l d: 1nrit p'io:ven.t' _the· ,pi,tize ~"."s_nn -;. o:.'.'. tho .J:o.t;i~ne·se a lie n 

' fr9r;1 bvyi ri,g< nr r e.ht i nt the '1 en .d a > Ih t he : citi'e,i ,, , ·a.q .. ttie ilH;t l e .Tokyo:'s - grew, n. 
: , \ ,sizo.bl ~ CQ~ner:c i a.:l hus'i-nEi ss c:ime· i'qt O . . Jo.pap.a s e l A:r,e rica n: 1'10..,'1d,s.':- .. VC'ge tt1b l -i, C 01nrni s~ 
.. ,·•'si .011 :11:0~.s ~,$.,,, r- lCl t :n il· n.nd 'wh nle s<le ent or pH. s~ s 0f : c. u' k i nds , , Jt did nht· r eq·uire 8. 

', war. to n~}:e_ the fn.rcte r-s, 'the L e gfon , · t ht jJa t i vq E,_ons . ai:i,d Ds:ugJ+te r s . <'f: th e Go l den 
1/1/eat, a 11cl the· p olitic i an s r e sent' c..r.d hat o .the ' Jrq:ine se ,America r-is. · ThB -r e cords of 

.. ; ) e l;~ siati9n e.nd . pr e ss f~ r 1mh;y- ye n.r ·s •indicn.te tl'ic,t tlJe,;:1.ntagnni:sm\tqs ·t he r a and 
·_'_gr ov.'.i t1g ~ ';'h:r: ,t urn.,.:: d th o antrtg6n:ts'm i nt C' f e'.'t r, r.1nd m.ri.ci e pqssib l e iwhr,t ,ca l ifnrnia. 
·had clearl y we.nted f or doc a dos--to got rid nf its r:1inorit y , 

• ' ' , .. i , ·-

'· ·. . . UY: pa.r ;l Y feb r.u-o.ty both t ho Ifoai·st rro ss 2.n:a~ t.ho r:ressur o ,g.rl!lup s vrnre loudly 
,d~i~µd :i,ng the . oy-icti.C1n. Clf· a 11 pe'op l o. nf' Japs.re s c; h l r:'.lod .... prr-:tec;l:; :'the · stat~· ·f r om 

.-: ' _{}Yit· _onomy , ,:· ar.d :t:o _p:; ;:it e ct 'the r~i n6rity · f~ or71 ·'vin'l,o n.c o· '. ~-:fy :t:h G handis 6f · Filip inos 
'.· ::_;3-n~ ,o~ho'r ,ne igh;:i or,s . : A f ov; ch-ses o{ v:ioiu1166 hnd; i nd09d , ' nccurt ed ; and spy t a l k 
---- :ran· up e.n:d dnwn. .i,h0 Sfl p at. , .. :-:i~ fc.b,.;u:irv 13_~ ~-· g.r0u . of .racific Coast :cong r e ssmen 
< : tir go·d ' P,r.$si.do;t Rci0s o- v:olt to pe r-Di t ~;,1 e1itl~i;~~t ion.; · a~ l ater tho .· Pr e sident 
. ,. ·:g-dvo t v.a:( b:u:t :hori t,y( t .o th e. 'Ar i~y ' ., (j)r_ FcbnJt,ry ,23,, .· '.a ~o. QPc!}cl S e . s.ubrnarine sh e i l ed 

·the 'c·r:a,st ,ria~r Sa nt n l~e, :i;ba rn .~ Li61xb0m. nt Gcjtieral j~hn .L • . J)e.v'!itt •, . on March 2; ·is-
'. Efue d t~10 ·ora; r t hr: t ,-,_11 persons of Jo.pnrn s e dosc0nt ; a liens o.nd citize ns , old and 

your. g, wor..e n a nd childr en , h e r emoved frnm most of Cf,lif0rni o. ; .a nd ,w0s-t ern Oregon 
p.nd Yfas 0ing;t.op, nnp. s,ovth rJ r:;i:1 Ariz oirr:·;. ·'Thi : gr·,o~t e st 'ror ,oed , n i gr a;ti oh in: u .• fl . : his -

·.·: · t _ory r, csuJ':\;ec) .• : .·, · · · · · · · · ... :, . 
. -~ . ... . . - . , .• _., .. ~.. : . 

• \ : . t = .• . , 

. , .• t,' 

', " ll At, first th~ ;r,o;_EltrrJ~ t n:f ., ,thEi 1-1:e ., odo .P~~p 'Le , _i {ving' within '.tho pr 'bhibited 
"• zbne: 1l'!C~·s t; Q. }JO ,,,: i;;iuntr1.ry • .. · .. The "Jn1x1nEi iio P.~nt/ri'c;rn's wor e .mer e ly t'old ' to: :g;o't· oi'it. 
·vathip·,t 'i:;ro c'\Noc:ks 8 , 000 ,poop l o h•"td p~ ol-:: co d ,~p , hn stiiy c l osed out thofr ' busfoess 

· 1c,Tfti irs, sold' the i r po sse ssion s or l oft t homw ith ne i 6hbors , o.nd set fortr, ob e -
d i c:1 t l y town rd t ho c r.. st . But Ar _iz orrn. r l;) w in1:J ~re.? , n ll. , oi w .. e 11. how C r.lifo·i·nfa ho.d 
t urned br.:, ck i; he ... O];dq s in tho::·ri-o. st'., ·. r:nd ;mnriy J c..p-:me s o J,n0 ric q. ns . were . i nt ercopt od 

·o.t ' 't hii , 'bnr~er ·~ ·., · ,,K•:0\ E _S:::'.3 pr.\t r ol tn0 n sto'pped t }~GL'°: , , ' Nevad'.l ~ nd , Wyomi ng p±iotd'sted 
· fJ~flct ' t hi~;t" ,qid ' not :,1:v~.rrt to.. r o ce h ;.o, pc10p l e . foul)9 t ·oo_. c1nnt,<? J::OUS for i GrHifor r.,i a . 
,,,j{bout' ,f;·()~)()' gq.t ,n ~. -far -~ S C ol orr.:do o.nd Ut ah . ' . ::i:t lleciri:1:-16 a.ppo. r ent thai:; 't he r c. naorn 
-n\i' ;rr:ttf i,1f· of s,o;,i:\i~y, :mr,y~nto,d · .. po.op lo c enild r e s\J,~ .. t onl ir in . s p:r:oading . chaos: • , . By 

N13.1·ch · 29 ;, vo l i1ni;i:i. r ;i .oync.ur..tion ,11: 0. s for b i dde n , 2- nd_ tnr:; J,rmy. r.£,de i t s own p l a:ns to 
o:oi'lt i•nl th~_. ·&: oyol,i~.1,~t ,.:" :.: , . c· ... · . : · · · · 

"'· ... ~· . ·• ,, 
1 ··The· E:lir;'c\io~ '.s r ep.ort od to local control st,.1.tion s whor e they r eg iste r ed and 

we r e give n a nu1,1be r 0.nd ins tructions on who.t t hE' y . c ~ul.d t _ako . (hand:.,. 1 uggag1 
f'lnly) an d whEJ n t;)1py .shoµ\d p :r~,Ge0d t o the ·first · camps·; m\ llo 0.. r.. s s ombl y -c enters ~ 
JHi;:hn•:i.t;h tho;t wofo , Glff\, r r;;..d _69~ve;f:• m;r,Jr:lt he t p· · ir; c 't,re, ight ·ining out : the,i.r p rop erty 
r~r ooions ,· ·m,:;,nf t 'l}?ll S.nt,1~ s.,. ,i :n·.fi ~1d r..:h 'ii it o ::i.~1d_ ·c orifus ioh , .. ·.o.rtd i n, :tt·~, ir unde r st :'-: nd 
:xblo d ~st0-1:st 6(-S, (?1i,ein1TPr.t ;i-. ,quJc~k l y d'. li,;d •\;rh-at '.'t he y ' c o ·c.lld f p r .fu:e ms e l vo s. They 
s rild/ 1:e a se d, :s ~_ofo~ , . .0,r ,1 ont t ,hci._r . hbrrfrs I 1~:ncI_s~ p~ r S/>nal .b.e,long i-ngs ' t ruct ors , 
e.ndch.1; :cf, 1 0Tl"Bir•:.f i i:-;f:ii:i cie.1, 1,os:S:e s ; ~r s inoa l ct, l abl c ~ · · · · · 

' , .•· ::\ 

, Tl1·e A,:;i1y:, . ·-x~ t ;iqi;ty~ei :r;);it,' day;,;: , ri.ggod up :·. pri m\tfvq . bar'fG. 9ks in fift een 
c.:soo :r:.b J.J ' coriHi:r s:·t·o'.fi rq~v,:id:::i . -p; qr,,poi~Ai'j:.·q 11a ::-t er ~'' fo r) l O 0()0 . ·. Each e vac ueo ., rr.ado 
his c'l"J'.i!:1 r.'t~~. ttre~s' o,f s:ti: Q1v ,. tpq '.{up .. l,is nev{ H I'e ~· ' By)pigustl 9 oy1:iry onc ,of Jc.pa -
ne- so d os cur':t ' "(-o :x:b >2!pl ' t hos·0. co::ef,i.•w d ,to ' ii1s e: ne niiviums :a r1ci oth er qe.fd;: institt.ti.on) 
Wf;',i s ;,Mhirtd -3. f:1n cio; i ri ~ 11 p:i:-;tccti've cusfod~i:~tl ThCJ7~"'.v_Ei,r o h o l d here lst·ill within 
the frithiddc n nn'litrh~y zon~). ;. u~ti)' '. ; a nevily '. crc0:te d civ ilip..n : n ge ncy, the . 

.. ·- , i' .• 

'-:, , . ! , • • : . ' .. . 
,: ;:-: -· ' _. . ·.• . ; .. , 
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Wo.r Reloc.a.t-ion kuthority, could establish. other r efuge.s farther in~and~ WRA' s 
job 'W 8. s to hold ;t-he peop .lo ,.mti l they .coul·d be r e set.t l e d ·_iri .orderly f a shion. 

V{RA ap pea l e d tp the g overno_rs of t ~n nea,rby weste,i:n sta t e s _. With one e x-
coptio;1, Colorado ' s Governor Co. rr, they prote sted tha t they did 'not wan:t the 
Japanese Americttns · to settle in iho ir dor,:a. i r: , nor d.id the:y wr,nt any relocation 
ce nter e r octp d withi,n tlw ir . borde,rs unless -it W f:l S wefl g uarde d .by. thr;: Armyo F:i-
nn.lly nino. r e mote i nh1.nd ::i itos v1e r e found , .all of them on .fedo r~UY, ovm ed_ land . 
(One o..sse mbly cent.o r .in enst-0 r n Co, lifornia be ca me o. nlocation,co.mp.) Most • of 
them vrn r .e loca t ed , · 'for l nok 0f p0ttor ac,re::i.ge , on desol0.te- :but , ,irri gable cl.e s ort 
tracts. Ivloro t a r-pape r e d barra cks wore thrown up, mor,e wire. fen.cos bqilt, , .and 
onc G' more tho. poopl e :n m·od. ~y Nove iqb e r, 1942, c.11 the evacuee~ ha d packed up 
the ir nd. s o r a bly few poss.e:s:sions had. been he rde d pnto tra ins, a1;i d do posit e d be-
hind WIU-. ' s soldi,)r - guc .. r dod f onc o s in cro:wdo~ .. b£1.rracks v i llag0 s of h etweEJ n 7,000 
a nd l B, 000 pe ople . 

They f elt bitterne ss nl'.}d ane;or ov.e r the.ir loss of lP,nd i.:i,nd . home c..nd money 
and free dom., The y kn~w tha t G0r riian and Ita.1.ian alion s--and i ndeed , Japane se 
a lions in other pa-rts of t he D' . So hc.\d .bee:::i ir~t e rned _on ly whon the F' .B~Ia ha d rea-
son to suspect t hem •. · --S0cowJ - ge.n e r CLti on . cit :i.zon.s of Gor nu n a nd Ita lian . ori g in . 
wo-r e not eva cua ted from Cn lH'or ni r..; nor wore t he ~econd geno r e.tion citizen s of · 
Jo.pi:me se doscont el-sewh er E;J int.ho U. S . put behind fonc: e s, 

Although t he e vn. cu~o s r e s ont:nont n.t r ei;:i. n1(;ji: t utio;::i. within 11F:A ' s little Tokyos 
is c1 e ep1 tt is se l do:n e xpre ss ed v iolen'ti ly. Considertng the emotiona l stra ins, 
the uprooting , a nd t he crowding , no one c c,. n deny t hG t tho r e cord of restrai nt has 
b osn -re ma rkabl~ . On..l:., twico have t he s~ldiers been a sked . to come within a WRA 
f enco tor 0 store ord e r. 

CODDLING , AT' l CEJ'iTS A DAY 
. •· . - * 

B~t v'VR.A.:and .it:;; di r ec.tor, . . Dillon Myer, hav e. beGn . 1,md0 P o. lmost continual o.t-
t o. ck by congr c ssior..r.1 o onnittoe s in Vfn sh i ngton~ . and by a ·whole long list of b ad-
gq:ring groups ,~nd incJ. tvid\l,0.ls • 01;1 .t ho Wo st Coait • . . Tho Dius Committee goo~ . . after 
'lfTRA• and th e · ,h pnno se r:1i nority at fr e quent _j. n t('.;lrva ls a Evon Hedda Hoppe r., ttio 
movie gos sip , pratt l os :i.pnwrnd oe3 . . Not wis tdng to "imply anything , 11 she n.ot e d 
l n st De cemb01· tha t "we ' v e ha d more than our sh ar \3 of exp losions 1 train wrecks , 
fire s ,, and s orious 'nccidon ts .'t sj.)'.lce 'Vfl;l.A · •. ho.s r o l eo. s od so ua ny of the eyo. cuee so 
Actua lly, :10t om) of t h0 17 3 000 has boen convict0d of e.nti -Ame rican activity~ 

. ' : 
WR/~ h p. s usue.lly,:t.,oe n.c:r:~ti~cd for the wrong r easons.. It has b e en ~cciusod of 

turning lqoso ~ f or pset ·c l em~n it, · 11dango ro.us J a ps. 11 The implication usm lly 
is ,t he.t r 9· J r1pane se Anior ic o.n shoul ,1 b e r e l ease d ., a lthough from tho v ery b eginning 

WRA 's pres cribe d pur poso· ·111a s . to he l p the evacuee s to find some pio.ce to live out-
side t h e prohib i ted' zone . Aga in o.nd ago, in., the p:ressuro 6 roups and California 
Comgr e ssmen ha ve ur ged t ha t ':!ITV. ' s t e n cent ers bG tur ned over to the Army. (In 
FQbr uar y the Prosidon t. · i n rr~oad , .droppe d WR.A . ints.ct ., with its •,Dire ctor Dillo n 
Myo r .• i nto the Dopo.r t men t of I nt e rior .) Most frequently ·Mr. Mye r ha s boen charg-
ed ~vi:l:;h p c.mporL1f£ the Jupo.:10s0_ Almost ever:ir day the H0arst papers 
fling v; ord "co,;ldling , 11 ·with t h(;) clear i rnp lic c,t ion t ha t ,all pers ons of Japane se . 
dQsc o. nt , citizen Oi" not, women and infa nts, . shouid bo treat e d strictly a.s prison-
e rs of war , which of c ourse they a r e not. · 

No one wh o him v isited a r eloca.tion center and so on t he living spa. c o, e'.lten 
tl:). e food , or r;1or o l y,-ke pt his eyo s open c oul d h9nestly .apply the word 11 coddling 11 

to ·r.rRA 's adrnint stra ti on of the camp s. The pe oplo are jam1;1e d together in frame 
bo.r-r o.ck s. , A fami ly of :si:: o r s 0ven is customa:r;ily a ll otted o.n "apa rtment" rma -
suring c,b.out. t went y by tworri;;y .. fi ve f oot. It is a · bare roorn, with out partitions . 
The only priva cy poqsible is .o. chiG:ve d Q·y hangit1.g fli r:is y cotton curta, ins between 
the crowd cc, bod s. 

. ' 

F,urniture is i mprov ise d from bi.ts of sc.r o.p lumber : . e. bpx for a to.bJe , threo 
sh 0rt 9 rtGs of .bo 9. rd m?de. into a 'b:i. ckie sa cha i r . 'l'he . fa mily's clothing a nd few 
pe rsona l poss ossions are someh ow stuffe ,;l neo.tly ,awa_y-':"On she lve~ if :a·crap·lumber, 
a :,pricele ss comr:1od it,y in 'i::>. 11 co.mps, is · $. Va i.lo.bie . othe rwis e , they .µro stuffed 

~ fori:nn·--y:;:--·F, b0r hr,rte rp a rn0:nb c r of the Dia s Committ ee , h.'1.s sa,id of its Se pt em-
ber, 1943, firnH1;g;s;;. "T11e r eport ••• i s prejudiced , . o. nd most of its st at ements 
nre not p r ove n ." Tho corqrr1itt eo v;-ound up bir s ugr;osting thre e policies, a.ll of 
wh i ch the WRJ;. had c: ltee.dy adop,0od. 
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away under the . b9ds • . . The quarters are usually n ,7-."t. Th~r e are no cooking faci-
liti~~ and" no_· ru~nirig · wate _r in the barrack s#': · unle ss.~.the er~cue.t;) "hns . bro_ught . his ., .. 
own electric p~ate "· or hud· a. friend "on-' the outside'' · •send one in:, :· As in . Army._·. 
camps , .ea c1;J. . b),ock of' twelve or fourte en ba.rra.c~ s (250 to 300 people) has its c e n-
tral . me s·s ha 11, _l't:1._uridr-y, b 'iiilding, public latrine s·; ·, a:nd · showers, .. ·· · . . ., '. . . .. ·. . '. . . . ' . •., 

.··-- •. Vfith faith:f' u1'· re 'gulari ty", irre f.i pbhs ible y~;rns El, r e , cir.cu lated that th~ .. 6 .V A.C '.'" · . " . . ,. 
ue·e's a.re gett i ng_·more and botter ·f ood than 0:thor ·. Ame ricans. · Actually, tho ·.fQod 
co'st · p9 r daf is:··h'ola ·be low 45 cents pe-r person. :-For , 15 cents_ a ITEal t he food : ts . 
po'ssibiy·' a9dq-uat 0:., :b,.rt' ,close to t h<:f odgo of docent nutrition. . In most 'camp::;, lo-
c r{t -e cf fnr .·'.f'roni'an.i.i.. r~ dist ricts -, milk is provid ed only for _small P,hi ldq iri_s , nur:-
sf-frg a.11d-.. e·xp·eo:t;ant ··moth:ors; a nd. spe cial di et ary c a se s. Ther e are two me(,1-_tloss -. 
da}s ··a ·we_s k and ri· nea. vy emphasi!s on sta rches ·. rfo ar l y a thi.rd of the food roguJJ!3~ 
mciirt.s ·l:.\re ' g'fO",vn ·on the irrigated field s of .tbi ci:,:ip itse:lf • This . r equce,s .- t he•'-~c--: 

I •• ., •, I . ·- • 
tua1 ·c::i. sh outla y for .food to 31 · ce nts pe r p0 rson ._ . 

Pr~ctica lly everyone who wa ::1ts a job c a n work, n nd most of the able bodi ed 
db. _,.They ·phrit and till the c amp 's vo.get ablo o.crc, s.g0 , pr epa r e the food . in th o 
mess h!J, lls, -d o 'stenographic ,i.iork for tho Ca ucasian str.f t' , work in tho co·oporat i ve 
st ori.f_.~ · In _ some ·c ento r- s the y me.ke furnit ur e for thu a1m.inistrati on· bui ldin(; or .. 
ccittor{ rnattresses to t ake tho plac0 of the hard st raw po.ll9ts.·. Somo a r e ba rbo rs-
and eobblo rs for .tho community, dbctors irt t he hospital, scrubwomen in tho l a • 
trine , gurbage col l octors~ The rraximum wa ge (a doctor, for instance ) d s. t l 9 a . 
month; . tt,o minimu.-n; $ 12; the aver age , $16. In addition, t h os e wh o work get c. 
clothing ailowa nco ·ror themselves and their depondents--a t t he most, t3,.75 n 
mbnth . for ~n ad tilt _ in tho no·rthmost c ent e r • . 

indiv'ldual enter prises is f~rbid den. · . To s e t up one 's own dressmaking ser-
vice within the community or to se ll she ll jewolrJ' or anything else to . the out-
side is prohibited. In order to k e e p the center wa ce uniform, a ll e conomic ac-
tivities must be conducte d through the community cooperative ; - v.hich pays , its 
barbers a!ld other :vorke rs the st a ndard stipend. With the ir small monthly wage, 
nnd by dipfifog ihto the ir pr e -war savings, mc st ovo.<:Jue({;buy:· EJxi;ra s t9 eat-, but 
tbey .. c :::i:n get r ·only n iinro.tione d food ., . ·s.ince t hoy possess no :ration 'tJ .ooks-. They , 
sii rid.- to the ma:il:..'orde'.r houses .for some of. their clothl:l s, ·buy ·shoe-s ,- yard goods, 
a_ncl' c lathing ; nt · the coop0rn-tive store . : · Their child r em go to schoo l in the bar-
ro:c~s v~lla g~, a·na whe n they' o.r e · sick,: to t he c ent e r hospita l. 

·Thus t he pampering and thus · the humiliation., A 'doctor distinguish ed in his 
profess'i'on··i · who lived --1-~-ith gra ce arid cha. rm in ·a decently comfortab l e home be fore 
the_ W".lr, is toda y huddl ed in a s nn 11 roo m with a 11 his f ami ly. He pract.ices his 
p·:r_o_f'e s's'ion for · $19. n month· at th0 cente r · h ospit a l,· so-rving und.e r o. Cawl~.sian of 
les.se r · a.cco'nipTi°shm.:ints 1 · hire d 'for "cfonsid o rably . mord monoy. -- A mnn wq.o · .spent 
twenty ~~u:6( bui'):ding up ' his -·ovin ·. fl'orist busin:o ss . or , comr.iission hou.so., or who 
oper'ated afarge ;v.eg-etab i e , ·f ar':a in · one -of Ca lifornia 's va llciy.s, ·is merely "stoop 
1'a'b:ortr on tho center's. r.tcreo: go· • 

. , 
·· :·Tlrn ·:re·cord···o:f 'J e. j:iane s0.-Arrorica11s during the . depress i on indic a ted that they 

d:i..d -·riot tnke to pubiio ·r·eli-e'f:. ·· The y :were too. r:roud. They stuck toget her, ·he,lped 
each other:, and alrrio s .t ·:'neve r ap pear ed on WPA or horm -roliof lists. To virtually 
all of them it 'is• ·now ·galti rlg to be dhtrustecl ·v,urd.s :of tho ,nation, thoi ,r r:1e~gElr: 
lode;ing' and :.food. a · scanty ha nd·out, the payme nt for t he ir le.bar s or:-ewhat ._tb,e sa.me .• 

"POLITICS" ., . ' :. 

· ' They ·have e.-lways .been an is ob :ted, d i sc0. r d0 d • ~,nd therefore in~rowl:). : pe qp ie·~ 
Today- th~s •;is;·nio.re t ·ruci ii han ever. The 1:in rr a cks villa ge as a rule is lite 'r a ny 
is6la.te d~ ·-·At ),fanza:m.t , Cnlifor:nia , . for oxa:np l e , · t ho ,:'e ritor . is :but a . tiny squo.ro· 
.iri a ·'efust· and lonely d e ser-t · va ll-oy; tie tweeri two gref.\.t r.1 ountain r ange s. - Spiritual-
ly the pebpi e· ;a:re just as · is 0.foted as t hat ·. Thrown togethe r .in F.1. . cor,,pact :: racial 
island of their own frustrated pe opl e , the y grov: in upon the ose lve s and · ieach 
othor; they becorro a l most coraplete ly detached fro :n Am<! ric a n lif e , the war, the 
world. · Their - sit1t.t ll ·: ohildrct1 il-peak ·rnore Jur,arieso th" n th,e y ,would tf t ·hey_·C'..ompeted 
dtily ·with .other • A::ierican school. · .. children _. . '.!.'he t een-age, poys a nd gi_rls :·.are 
ostentat:i;'ously Americn.n in o:1:.othcs,·.: .•slang , o.nd· behavior.. : It. :i.s .-a s -.. if the.y wer~ 
trying :to·o hurd . to -.convince the mselves thnt ·th~y ·,e. r ~ ! ::ior~cans. · They -know · 1jhat 
the y must and wi 11 g o out the gate s oon. 

•VffiA: has o. ' lexicon of its owh: . : Cauca s ian·· is ·the term --for appointed admi'ni-
. strs.. tiv~ : personnel :; : · tb di stinguish th er:1.. .. fro:n ·the ·lfeva cµ.eo," s or:a.ti me : . called 
'!coionistsll; b e yond ' the gate is ':1thci 9utsid0 . 11 • • ,. · 

. : ,r.• • ·,. 



The adult s t h i nk a bout t he mse l ve s, a i1d about the pa st t hey l e ft. With time 
a nd d i s t a nce , C'.'.li forni fl 's f 1:..r ::1 va ll eys, t owns, irnd citie s. 1:>,c c ome mor e g ol de n-
hue d t hn. n ove r t o t he ovn cuea s ... They b r·ood vague l y :o.n.d f e crfn lly on t he future 

T ho wnr s 01netime s s oe ;ns like a vr,g'ue ab st'r o. c'ti on , tho ca1i. s,o . of the i r tr oub l o s • 
An,~ t he y t h i nk ub out run or s --wh i ch t hey oft e n t r ust r.10 r e t ha n t h e y do pri p.t e d 
O°ffici i n. l a nno1mc0rrrnts . It rno. y rm ru mor t: fu t · t he Ar .ny will t ci.k e ,over. Or tha t 
t he e va c.u(1 0 i n t h is c ante r will a 11 b e .·tro.ns p'.ort e d to D.'nothu:r.. This i s t he mos,t 
_ni ghtm?. rish rnmor of n l l t o pe_c p l o wh o ha v e ri ovo d so muc h i n t he pa st t wo . ye a l".S· 

Th0y th i nk t oo , ahout t ho ondle ss det a ils of t h0 ir c o. 7r1p li f e . Ea. ch gr oup 
of 250 or s o eva c ue e s hr- s o. 1)l ock !:.'lnn c.ger wh o (:;e t s $ 16 a !Jlon t h l i st crn i ng t o the ir 
o onpln. i nts and . if poss,ib l e , s t r o.i gh t e ni ng out i nnume r a b l e dail y proble ms. 
The f ood in t he m0ss h o.11 iu b r.J.d ly p r e pr1re d ; •t h e r e i s no t oilet pa pe r i n the 

·• b d i os' 10.tr i no ; t he nq i gh bors pl oy t ho r o. d io. t oo l at e '.'."tnd t oo l o.ud ; t he r oof 
· of No . -20 bnrri:1. ck ·ha s n. s mnll l enk . 

F i nr~ll :-r ., t h e r e ar o g os s ip and p olitics. Tho J apano·se Ar.Bric.ans ba ck in 
Co lifo r n ia wont t he ir wa y ,:i t h out mLtch participati on in p olitics a s most Ame rica n 
c i t i ?,ons kn ow it. I n t ho ho.rr a ck s vi 11 age of WBA the r o · is littl e r ea l s e lf-
g c>vo r nmont. Most of t he e ent er s . h o.ve n Counc il ma de up of b l ock r e pre se nt ativ e s 
ot ·:hani gors. , But is on l y t,. sl i gll t .a r oa ,dth i n which s uch n: coni;ress ca n 
mak o o ornmuni t y di c isi ons • . Us1h lly o.t t h $ •rno0 t ing of the Council the membe rs do 
l itt l e, rnor .i t ha n li s t e n t o new r ul es , pow p l 0, n s of 1JiRA., handed d own fr om ll:e. shing -
t on or t he l ocu l d i r oct-or. Tho b l ock r e p1·e se n t at i ve s· qr e exp e cte d t o pa ss on t h e 
i nf or ma t i on t o a ll t he peop l e .. · 

Orir; i na lly ' '!RA ruled t h e. t c:it iz t::m s ~. l cn o c oul d h ol d offi ce in _t ho ce nt e rs 
but ·t h.i s p r ove d t o b e urrw i s e • Two-t hjr .'.is of t he e va cuc:Je ~- ar.·0 cit:iz 0ns, but most 
of t he se Ameri_can-bor n Nis ei a r c from .0:ight of- n' t o t w,nwy -Dight · years. of age --t o o 
young t o t ake on such r o spons i b l o Jobs a s· the b l ock mn:nc, ger ' s. Bo si de s, among-
t ho cfo.pune s e - A1:1el' ican s b or n he re ~\ r e }fund r oo s of Ki be i--y oung me n who we r e s en t 
t o J o. pa n f or par t of the ir ed uc ft t i on . Not a ll-.-but a l a i' gG perce nt a E;e of thern--
aro pr o·- J npa n , pe.r tic ular l y t h o 1.; 0 viho c a ir:,o d ·t he l ~\tt c r p0.rt of the ir e d ucr,ti on 
i n Jn pan. Diql iked b y t he .Ni sei riia j or i t y, out numbe :re d · an d ' rna lad justed , t~e Kibe i 
of t e n be c ome:1 a uµis a. nce , creat i rig_ U ttle a r oa s of d issat is f a cti cn i n -t ::i e. Cent e r. 

·Thus i t t urned out t h nt i;ho · I s se i-.;.th c-i e, l i ens, pn r ents of t h0 Ni _se i and Ki-
boi--c ou l d be st ,pr ovide t ho (l ut h or ity, s t abi lit y , · anu s eas one d y;isd om ne e de d i . 
b l ock ITu?c na,:;e r s . Thoy p oss e.ss ed · e.' t ra d iti on c f ·f ~.:nily a nd c orm,iunit y le a de rship, 
trnd ha d c ommn ncled r o spoct i n ·t h o pa st.. Above ci ll t ho y u su.a. lly : h a vo , :a n e arne st 
de sire t o mnke t he b l oc ],;: of 250 or r.;or o poople · i n whibh the y liv0 f uncti on i n e n 
or do rly e.nd qui e t f a sh i on . The y 1?,ro a \ ions primar ily be en.us e u. s. l a w f orba de 
t he m t o b e c ome c itiz e-n s • .. ~h n? of t he m h o.v e · n rei:i 1 l oyi..l t y b ut b e ca use t he J, l 0 ok 
t o. the ir ch ild r e n 's A1;·,e rica n f 1.1 t m·0 f or t he i r own s0cur i t ,f. . . 

Polit ics in t he ce nte r s he. s n ot h ing · t o do ~vith offi-ce o r v ot e s or •o. ppar ont 
p owo rs. But it is p owe r --t he power o1 de::iag og ue r y :, af BiJ r 0'.l d i ng t he i nfe cti on of 
b i t t e r ne ss, exn. gi:;e r o.t:i.l:g c.n in s i;;a nc e_ or affr ont i nt o a n i s sue t hc.t may e v e n ge t 
t r) the po i n t of a s :;ia ll strike agai nst YT.A . · The l et1de rs havo n ot i nvariably be e n 
pr o- Japan . Somo , b ot r:- r'. lien s and c iti zen s, who he.d b e e :: good .Ar,Drica n s be ca me 
i ndi 6nant f.\t tr:e ir l os s of . freedom a nd t h:: i r r i ght t o tpartic ipc.t 1il in t h o life of 
t he 110. t :i.on . 

It . rre. y b e t ha t t he a dmi :-:d strat i on wa s n ot wi ll i ng t o pe r mi t o. bi g fune r a l 
f or a rn0.n a ccid e'.!'lt a lly killed wl).on f..'. work tr1,19k ov ert urne d ; it ma y pe t hat th re e 
or f c,ur of t he Cr.,. uco. s i a n st a f f d i s p l a ye d si gns of r o. ce d is crimi.n a tion; it ma y be 
n r u::1.o r mor e p _lc.usib ~e thn n f a ct. Tho'. "p oli t i c ian s " t n.ke any one cf the s e , or a 
s c: r i. us, t:md wor ry i t i n t o O b i g CfUilp i ss ue . How g r eat a n i ss uo i tb e como s de pe rrls 
most of e. 11 on t he qogr oe cf c m f i c1Em co t l"B ce nte r o. s e. ·whol e ha s ir, it-s dire ct or 
o.nd the c ool ne ss o. nd f a irne ss with w.hi::i h _h e cus t omn ri l y hr,nJ l e s h i s pe opl o . Too 
oft en t he adni n i st r a t_~ on is out or~ t .ouc·h wi t h t he mo. i n i ss oo s e. nd · gr ie vance s 
with in tho ca ~npo "VfRA .suf ?ors ., lik e ev,e r,y ot he r asericy, f r on .t he "18.npow0 r s h ort-
a ge . C,;m1pe t ent cent e r di r e ct ors and mi n cr ·pe r s onne l arc s car ce . Ofte n e n ou gh 
t he di r oct cr f inc:. s hi s C0; uc o. d ,an s t ~._ff m? r v c f ' n p r ob l orn t han the e va cu ee s. . . ~- . ' . . . ' 

The t wo s o-ca llod "r b t s "~ r;hi ch brought the Lr rrij ev er t h ,:i f e n c e , a. r ose fr om 
the o. ccuir,ule.ti on of s mG. 11 Gri ova nc o s , wnip po d np t o a c risis by gr oup s strucg ling 
f or p ower ~.nd o o. c;er t o p ut t he admi n istra t i on on t he sp ot o , ·-'P-he n :i ·vrn s, in ench 
i n s t fl. nc e , 6. s t ri ke . Act un 11 y a s t rik e i n .a r e l oc nt i on cent e r is s e lf-de f e n.t i ng , 
since a l mo st nll l nbo r 5.n t he ,] omn11.mity works t o pr ovicl e goods :::.nd s e r vi ce s f or 



the evac u0os .th0m:'s d.lvo:s; ; po; :nor o t .h v. 11 . f,;, h ().n[lf_ul- work, in the st a ff me ss -and ?ffic e 
bu H e! ini;.. Only ·When 1/;i:D'1ence. oc;oµrr od , ·. il._nd' tho ci i rect,or thouc::rt h e_ n.eoderI; ho lp 
iff rnc:intainin6 .oVder , ,v,:,, s .tho ·A:rmv invtt .0d , in. · · 

But tr c-ubJ 13 ro.r o l y r e o. cho s c ithe r ·t h(: -. stril:e stag~ or _vi o:l on~ e ! . The. pe-ople'' 
i.h ttw: ·Pac.ific Cca st' .s little To,kyo,s r a r e \y appen.r ed on .P.o lic~ ··.blo_t:t:::irs i,n. th~ 
p0,st~ , n.nd :no~•~ t _he c.r-i mlj r oc ord of VfRA .centcrs · c ofup~, r es f .av ornbly _with. that c f 
any- sma.11· citios of t he ir size , or , indeed :, . with any . i~ r my cr-{mp . Most o f . _the . 
p olicini;; is done by th ~) ·evacuee tr{orns ol ve s, a ppcinted t o .thu "interna l s e c ;,,1ri ty11 

staff Gf ot\ ch .c ente r.. 

. .P.oli.cing ·sh ou l d bo si:aplor thc.n o-ver; fr-om n ow on . The ideologic;_l a ir; has 
b.een clear ed ~ the ;pr:o .. J_ a pr,n pe ople ruwe be i/n .:71ovocf ·outo• Thq µ-'oc.os s of ' siftiq; 
the comPiunitie s, s op2.rnting the l r:y~ l o.nd :tho disl o;rcii', , is ,; irt_ua lly q.ompleto . 
Tl.o :1d i slo:l o. l'' h::..ve be e n sent t oe. seg r egatior. .cen.t e,r in t1o rthen ste rn Ca J'.'ifornio., 
l or,v ing tho othe r nine centers popula t ed only by 10:ra l. 

REGISTRATION AND SEGREGATION 

. :T,o, 'a 11 .the ovncueos t he t w'J wor ds, reci strat i ,on and . s sg~egat icn·, are almost 
e.n cha rger.i wi'th c~not io:1 · ri s the.t d isturbing t e r m, evacuat i on·. Quit e :a1rnply the 
h ;-(~ nour.s inean that . a guesti onno. iro vms sub mitt e j t c n ll c..dults .:.in the· c enters to 
d.c tetm.ine t he ir 1 oyalty ,o r d isloye. l ty. On t~1c-; ho. s is of th:is~. plus F.B.r • . r ec.ords 
and in s.ome instancps special_ he~ri1,tgs, 'VITP.A gr anted or d_°en .i od ~he e~o.ouees·. "leave 
c le a rance ," the ri c;ht t o t~ o E'.:tst and f:i nd a ,i ob . The. _s s.rrB i nformati on was used 
as a basis for s or~r cgating tm "d isloyal" in a separa t e c en t er . About 18.,000 
( !;he '.'dis l oyal" r .nd a ll t he ir. ,dopc nue nts) will s i t r;,ut th.€.•. w ar o. t 1'u l e · Ln~e wiih-
in 1:1 ;~i-t;h, man .pl'(llQf I barhe li -V/i~ e encl osure., . _udes.~ . Jarc.'i:1 shows r:: oi:e enth~sia. sm 
tha n . ..sh.e ha's t o. do t e f or . their rapat:vintion. , ,•('l'hGse 18,000 , r:J.U S~ not be confused 
with tho few t h~1~s nnd intcnid b;[ the Dcwnrt:flflt of Justic_e.) . 

But so p.Hating th<J l oyn. l 0r:t d {:lis l o:)'a l _is . n ci;t; so si:npl e a j ob as it 'might 
s 00-m. Lc·ya·lty is d if.fic•_l l t- t o- n10,!l,sure a ccu r ate ly CJ.n a ny see.le , 0. nd .tt10 ' .. sifting' 
of · 0:Vp.cuees ,•m.s . clums ily hm1d l o:c1 . Th:l pr OCE;lSS b o~an in Fobruary, 1913, ':~hen . the 
Ar. my de1Jidep. t o r e-cruit r>. c.,mb ;:\i:; unit 'o·r . Japnnese Ar,wrico.ns . A r egistruti .o n 
f orm w~ s printe d crn.tf,. i ning t wenty-e i ght que st ions t o d0t ,J rIPJ. n0 lr:y ~, lty ar.d 
wi,l.lingness t 0 fi s ht • . It w,:. s t o be -fille). out by t-i ll men, of military ·age . Some -
o.ne realized .tha t it w()ul 1.1 l,0 .v10l l . t 0: have _. just• such rec or ds :On al i adults in ,_ the : 
cantors. Pln.n,s W01"0 , S uddonl~t ohn:!'1t;od 0. nd b~:0ryonu fr om . S cvent er:m .ye a.rs of nge 
u'p_ was ,gi ;ven the . ~wont y:-€1 i ;)r:t; 'que stio n_s. . . . . . . ' .. 

. . . \ : . . . ' . 
Not hing is more :d i sast r citi s in .e. r umor -ridd e n, dist rustful, no ur o.tic corrmunir 

ty l ike "' rol oci~t-ion ce nt e r '. tha11 t o mako orn.J exp l o.mtion ,of purp os ~ t oday.' and a 
quite diffnr e nt oi1e t ora c•rr ow, The pe'Jph ., nr.:rw l y. arriveq ,in t he !iRA -cent e r.s ,; _were 
s t ill stunned by thdr evaci.1,:iti on , l oss of pr operty ond freedom, o.nd· were a cute-
l y 00ns c i o,1 s of . their sti gme., a s ."one 1;1y ," There was .H1:i s ,mdorstan,)ine; . p.hout the 
p·urpos e .of r ei;i stration 0.t most .of thu c enters . . . The g u~·sti onnairo wus s o care -
l ei;,sly fre,med its wo r d ine; harl t o bu chant:,;ed d·uri n[; t h13 pr oco ss of registra:tion. 
A fo,;, th ous.apd r efu'3 ed t o .ti 11 (:i ut thci f' or m at p.ll • Other s, · · r t1 m0mb.'e.ri11g th a~ 
t hey i1ad l ost ·b .usine s s , h omo , 'md 'tho.ir c iv:i. l r i r; ht s, . v.irote e .. ngry ("dislo~ l") 
answ(,J rs. They :1ad n o e.nthusif.\ s in for. defGnding a . . democ r atic; Arm rica 'trot ·: had 
i ::1pris one·d· th 0rn f or no crin ,i nn,J withou't tri n. l. . . 

: Vm.A: , , i n nn e ff ort t o 1;,e fair , ha s gr o.n,t ed heariq; i n r ecent months for ;th ose 
wi,sh:ir.s.t o explain . th ::, answers t hey m~i .:lo i ri. ange r C8.dc onfusi on . Pri~e nm.de a . f ew 
people st ick t o who. t th e:,r .first wroti3 . ·: . 'fhere i .s little gu0stion t h at the rna j cr-
ity i; f . ndu l ts , sent to Tufo L8.ke fee l l r,y1.J.i°tyt ') J;9.}X'.i1, but ti'lEJre 8. re also behind 
T°ule's. fences e few t h l; usn n:l , v.ho .o. r e · n ~ cl isl oysJ. 

ii.1ost · o f thJ Issoi who chose Tul e. Lake ni·e there b e caus e o f . firrn tie,s of l o-
yn.lty to J ~p'.1.n , or str~nG t,ie s. :"?f fr.mily , roln.ti ons.h::i.ps. S ,)r.lEl, Iss e j. wer e a fr a i d 
of brii1c ing r c, pr'i.so.ls ~pon their r o l ''l. tive.s in J apan . . by affir !nin6 1·oya lty . to tbJ_ 
U.So L10 pr..r (n;ts ;wh o choso Tnl 0 Ln.ke . u~ua lly ho.ve ' taken ;:ill thei 'r ch ildr en with 
the:n • . On l y n f e,v s ens ,rnd 41'1.\lCht e rs ·ovor s eventeen, .whu,l1,!l.d the r i gr,1.t to .ch o •)se 
for t he mse l ves , c (,ul d resist st r on;:~ fa.mil? pressure . It ' 'is i r onic and r ev<m ling 
that. at t h ~ hit,;h schcD l at Tulo Lak e ., ci:v.ics nnd Amor.ic an hist ory a r o popule.r 
0 l ectc J C oi1r~.e S • , ',' .. , 

Jara n., h >'.wove.r ., r:r,Clk<::s 1:2() l ebal c lni ms · of : pr .ot e.cti ve int e·fo st . .. in . th e. N_isei or 
. , <" 

·Kibei. VIhen . th u, .Span is h c c-nsu l v is.its Tqlo , t o rl3port c.onditions to .J;aplt_n 1 he is 
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le ga lly concerned only ,~lith> the '. welfare · of the Issei, tho ·nn. tionals of Ja,pan. 
An d, unde r U.S. law,. the Nis9 i a nd Kibei c i:mn ot abrcgate the ir Ar.1e rican citizen-
sh ip du ring wa rtirae,· e von if trey wa·nt to. The ir expatriation, a nd even the re-
patriation of most · of tho Issei t o Ja pan, dur il1f:_; t he war, is unlikely. Negotia-
tions for the exchan ce· of' civilian writr prisone r s h avo bee n slow, · and t -re de lay is 
due t o Japa n., not to th o U .s. Sto.te Pop·art mo nt. 

To a rni.n ority living at Tulo Lake, J a pan's umli llin t;ness ·t o a rra nge fr·e-
quont exchange of priso ners is not disheartonin f.; • 'l'h is minority d oe s n ot wunt to 
se t s a il f or J r.pen f · it_ wants t o stay i n the · U~S. Peo ple are at Tule Lo. ke f or 
ma ny complicate d r ee.so ns· besidos " disl oyo."lti' Rnd f a".:lily rola•tionships. There is 
e vidence , f or oxample, tha t s ome cho se thi°s 'ki n.J of i nprisonme nt f o r re a s ons of 
security and vm.rincss. This is :i.nc)ica to d by ~ho pe rcentage s of people in v c,ricus 
cent e rs who s a iJ the y wante d t o b e se g r agGtC '..'. e V, hen the de cision wa s made 
l o. st f a ll .t o t urn tho Tule Lake c o.mp i nt o n s cgr e ga.ti or;i cent e r, n oo. rly 6,000 out 
t;·i: 13.,000 r e sidents of tha·t conte r do.ci dod t o stay pu{. This hi t_;h p e rcent ase of 
"disl e:yal," the highest in r:1any ce nter, is e x pla i ned i n pa rt by unvvillingness t o 
bo upr ooted a nd move d aga in. In tha Minidoka re loc t~ tion. con t or, in· I dah o,· only 
225 pe ople out of 7,000 ch ose to go t';o: Tule . · 

I 

There are a few tired and disc our aGe d people fr om othe r -VlRJ~ centers who wont 
t o Tule Lnk e because they Rnew that tho bn.rbe d -wire foncos in the.t camp would 
stand perma nently thr ouchout the war. They r oasono d that they would have certa in 
refuge f or the ·u uration, while ·the othor centers, o.ccording to e vacuee rum or., 
might b (j abruptly .cl os od , and everyone turne d loose without res ources, 

Some chose Tttle Lake imprisonment as a gesture · against what they consider 
tho broken p:r or:1ises of democracy. F br ·example, the r e is a young !Use i who en-
listod in Ca lifornia early ~n 1941 because he felt str ongly about fascism. He 
was abruptly thrown out of his c ountry's urmy a ft e r tTap:,n a ttacked ·tho u. s. and 
put behind tho f ences ·_al ong with all the <?the r e.vacuoos. In February, 1943, when 
he was handed a questionnair e on loya lty and his ·willingness t o defend the u.s., 
he was too a ni:; ry t o prov(, his "loyalty .. tha.t wny; he had a lready ::\np1y da monstrat-
od it. He is at Tulc; Le;ke, not be cause of his love f or. Ja pan, · but as a protest 
to the gove rnment he h onestly ·wanted t o s~rve back in 1941 • 

. There is Q Japanese .Ame ric ::.n who fougnt in the l a st wfi r in the U.S. Army, 
and is a. member of the Arneric!;\n Le gi c.n. V!hen the Ja.puneso struck Pearl Ha rbor, 
he offered his services t o tho Army a nd t o industry in Cn iif'orn ia . He wa s turnoo 
d (?wil• Sent to· a relocation 00nt0r ho be came a "trouble maker", with the slcga.n, 
"If you tllink you are an American, · -try walking out th e · gate." Ho ·vro.s · packed off 
to an "isolation center," and finally wound up at 1'ule L~ke. Last yoar the U.S. 
Treasury r eceive d n check fr om hi m, mailed from behind Tule 1 s barbed wire. It 
wns a sum in excess of (~100 a n d r c pre sented _ his income t a x f or the co.lendur ye o. r, 
1942, when he ho.d received belat e d pe.yirent ;f or his 1941 se rvice s o.s no.vigator on 
~- P ortuguese ship. He insisted on pe.yin6 his tax, a s usual. He ha s, of · c ourse 
n o sh to go ·to Jo.pnp., Ho too sits out the war at Tule Lake in protest a.go.inst 
r~iJure of democracy. . ' 

Tho minority who n re in Tule fo :r roasons of weariness or pr otest are not im• 
portant numericnl ly. But · t; hey shew whnt co.n happen to poopl0 wh o are confused, 
discouraged~ or justifiably ant;ry. Thoy r 0yc~i some ugly scars inflicted by our 
s cciety. It i ·s too · 0arly t o speculate a·bout.what will happen to those 18 1 000 
pris oners. A few th ouso.pds, at the m:,,st, me.y g e t abr oad the Grip.sh olm. 'Viill all 
the rest be shippe d finaliy t o a. dofoate d Japan? Or·will thoy b~ a postwar U.S. 

RELOCA'T' ION 

7-Jhore the 'rule Lo.ke pris oners will end the ir daJrs is less ir.1portant to con• 
sid0r tha n what is t o b0c om0 of th ose "loyal" evacuees who arc still in the nine 
other centers. Eve ryone deemed l oyal, by the sifting process of registration 
and hearings, ha·s been. granted "leave clearance." F ortified with a handful of 
offici A. l papers, Ct nutnber od identificati on cnrd be arin£ his pict tre and finger-
prints, _an evacueo .c o.n set f orth t o the Ea st. He gets his railroad fare, $3 a 
day travel money, and if he ms no savings t, 25 in cash. 

Duri~g the .. l~st twelve months, 17 ,.ooo evn.cueos have had the c ourage to e:;o 
"outside." They are, with re.re e xceptions, young and sing le, or married but 
childless. A Nisei hns t o mustor considora blo c nurag <:l t o 60 out into tho s o cie ty 
that r e jecte d h im t,.-v o yon rs a go . From beh ind t h e f ence "the outside " h a s be c ome 
va gue, enormous, a nd fo arful. The huddling t o~;0the r, wh i ch is r e s e nt ed , is n on• 
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theless a oohe sive, protec~ive for ce., hard to overeome. As he lea voo the soldier-
guarded gate, the young Nisei is about as lonely as any human teing could be; he 
face, even more prejudice than his father did as irnmie;rant _co!ltract labor. 

The most powerful magnets t ·o draw him out are letters fr6m.fr'iencfs -·who have 
e.1rea.dy gone east. Those who have nude the ·plunge usually report · back to their 
friends enth'tlsia.stically • . •· . . Th0 people wh(!) have started a. nev1--most of them fr61f 
eighteen to ·thirty years 6ld--are the pioneers ·. In the factories and in .' the 
restaurants and hotels, in the offices and · in the kitchens v~here the y work, they 
are b uilding a futuro not merely f or thems e lves, _ hut for those who ma.y follow. . ' , ' . 

'When they ·write back, '"l'!Je can -eat in any rE;sta ura.nt in 
spread a little Or, 0 I attracted very _ little a ttention on 
"In Ch-ieago) n.ob.bdiseems to care tha t l ha.ve a J apane se f ace." 
church gro·up·s ·who .are almost a lone in ·prov iding s ume kind or 
protection for tho's·e who relocate in cities like Chi0ngo. 

New York," they 
the train." Or,· 
'l'hey tell of the 
organized social 

They ~1re being seri:t ".:outsid o " wherever a not , ,t; oo .. •p1·c j udiced community pro-
vides opportunity. Seven i'TRA regional office r ~ h J:-re st a ff s scouting for job 
prospects, · talking to e mploye rs of. fo rm e.nd . indust r::. 2 . .L ln b or, sound inc; out public 
opinion, and, in gene ral , smoothing the way , 111 1:ucis ha s t ak on mor e re locat• · 
ed American Jap anuse than any othe r stat_~ -, .. -4 .,000. ~.fost of those have found jobs 
in and around Chicago. Winnetka houset4'li,les compete for Nisei servants, and even, 
the Chicago Tribune has been calm. Only Rear~_t · howls. 

Ohio's industrial cities have t o. ken a bout " l,500 from th e r e loc a tion centers. 
Although s pe cial clearances have been ne ed e d for the easte rn defense area, a few 
hundred havo. a lrC1udy gone to New York City, and tho stream to th0 northeastern 
statos will increase stendily. Scatter ed throu.ghout midwostern states like Wis-
consin, · Montana, · and Iowa nre hundreds mor e . 

There are, of oo\,lrse, areas of r e sistan ce . Antagonism to i!iRA' s evaquee is 
apt to. increase,not ·diminish,when tho European wa r ends and the casualty _ lists 
o.ome .-ol'.llY from the Pa cific. Utah has taken n b cut 2,,CJOO evn cuoes--r.io~tly in Og- · 
don ·,and Salt Lako City, where at first t}Te y wor e q·dutly ~,bsorbe d ·• · But la-st-·· 
month: the state A.F. ·of L. petitioned Salt La:k o City a u-th orit i e s to dony busine·ss 
licens e s to people of Japane so ancestry. Two thousa nd -h a ve g one to Colorado; ·hut 
recent campaigns liku Hearst's in the De nver Post nnd propose d new discriminato'ry · 
l e gislation keep the state arous ed. rinyno W' . Hill,, a state r e pro sentati:ve in 
Colorado, wearing fu-e uniform of a sergea nt in tho U.S. Ar-my,, got omergency· leave 
from his co.mp last month to beg the Colorado Legislature· not to pass a bill bar~ : 
ring Jape.n ose a liens from owning l a nd. About to be disch~:i.rged fr om the Army, he 
said, "I a m ,just a s willing ·to die a politic a l d (1ath as I o. m to die in battle to . 
preserve American freedom.'' He was warmty·-e.pplauded, but the House passE!°d the · 
bill; the Son r,.te turned it· down fifteen to tw0lve. ' 

Arlzonu hr..s h a d such a spree of raee h e.,t.:i n g in th'":, last year that WRA does 
not try to place pe ople of Japanese anco~try theie. A year ago the governor 
signed a bill making it impos.sible to .s e ll e.nything-~evon a pa.cl~ of eignrettes--
to a person of Japa nese d e-scent without first publishing i:n the' newspaper, days 
in e,dvanc0, one's intention to do so, and filing docume nts• with the governor. 
The l aw was decla red unconstitutional o. fter a few months' ope r ntion. It was not 
e.imod meroly at the new v'JRA resettle rs who nurabe r fifty-se ven. It was intended 
to strangle Ariz on~' s pre·wa r J a pa nes e Amoricai1 population( 032 L many of whor.1 ina.ke 
a good living in the high~y compe titive busine ss of ve gotable fn.rming. 

With only 17 1 0.00 young, unencurabor e d,, and f a irly bo,ld Nise i out on t~e ir own, 
the .biggest and hardest job of r e s ettleraent ·b3 ma inse- 11 he supply of young people, 
without d ependents is not unlimited. Early this ye ar tho Army: which ha.d pre -
viously accepted only volunt oors,• decide d to draft the Nisei., liko Negroe s for 
segregated units, This now turn of events will draw off a few thous a nd evacuees. 
But the most difficult problems a r o obviously the large f a milie s and tho other 
people. Depending heavil~r on t .he well-known· tightne ss of the ·f amily unit of its 
evacuees ., WRA believes that ma.ny of the y'oung nnn and, women already relocated 
wi 11 soon bring th eir p nr ents and· sma 11 ·s ister.s and brothers out. Perhaps the so 
Nisei who are so aggressively American th ems e lve s will not if,;ant their farriilie s 

· •No less tha n· 1 1 200 Ni-sei have a lr ea dy voluntee red from behind the wire fen-
ces of the oontcrs. Inclu-1 ing Hawa iian Nis e i, th e total in the armed forces in 
January was close to 10,000, So:ne n r o doing i nt o lligenoo work in th0 South 
Pacific. An all•.Jnpe.nese Ame rican ba ttalion· did distinguished service in ItQ.ly, 
with ., heavy· lossa s. 



-9-

h,Hd ·behi nd the fenoe S; • . 

Hov1ever,: in WRA oen.ters there er~ hundreds of families with s~vere.l young 
children,, none old enough to leav:e alone. He is a courageous father who dares tcr 
ste.:rt a new life vrith these responsibilities when, at the center, ·rood, shelter.-
education, medbal oa.re, $16 a month,• and c-1.othing are provided. Farm families 
ar·e often afraid to i::;o .1P t.~Midwest to try a totally new kind of agriculture.- And 
rriany feel the,t th€y a re too old to start again as day laborers. There are tho mon 
who had retail, export, import, wholesale, commission businesses.- The concen-
trated Little To·kyos in California ma.do possible a whole commeroial structuro in 
v,rd. ch t re Japanese provided go_od s and sorvi ce s for each other. Presumably there 
will be no -~ro littlo Tokyos to serve. 

Even if th~ evo.ouec s were o.llowe d bao k on the Paci fie C oa.st tomorrow, they· 
c·ould -·not readily e stablish themselves in the old pnttern. ·., Quite apart ·from ra._ce·: 
pro}111:ice, >the. gap thoy left h e.d closed in tw.o ' yrJars. E3Ccept f ,or the · few wh,o own·_ 
l and, the y would havo to build in Ci)_ lifornie. as patiently as they noVi· do in :the _ 
East. They have be•a n more thoroughly dis loco.ted than thoy rea liza as they ·think 
iiosta lgioal~y n oo·~ • Ce:lifornia. 

-.,. ' ·-No one:: '. -oa·n gu.'1.ge how soon the - prewt'lr unwillingness to aooe_pt charity ·or 
g~e .. rmneri~ relief d6tori.6rntes into :a- not unplo.aso.nt-·11e..bit of sect:q:·i~y.' )t ·_ .;i~ 
too ··much -to e xpoct · of .any people thrtt their pr_id~ be un-Srea kab l;e. .: . Sa':1!) df the 
old fo.rm women who were .,stoop labor 0 _q.ll ._.the .ir liyes, evon a ft0:r the Nisei sci?;l.s' 
l andholdings or l eased o,ores b$oe.me s iza.ble·, have ha d the fir st rest' tn· theit 
hfstcr Y• -Most of the old ba.ohelors who had always -been do.y lab~rers fran~:,ly en-
joy the aeeurity of the centers. - .,,.::. · · · · 

., If the : w-ar lasts two. more years, · an,c:l if. VlR.A has· s,uocoeded : in. ,,f'inding · pi~cos 
f -or : 25~ 000 more Jape.ne .se Americo.ns .. in t!1e n$;xt. t ~10nty'.9fo\ir:- mo~th:~·: ,._(t?-nd VrnA: ho.pas 
to: better that figu- o); it. wi 11 be - a job ~e,lL d(mE,') • . -_ Tl;llt ·would , l~av~ . some 4fii900 
i-n tho~ r B loci at.ion O e rrt er s, a s Cont in uiµg p ub ii C. w e.,r,ds, ; not t ·9 . ni~ rrti on ovel;.iw opo 
at' Tule . Lake and the Department of Justice i~torn~(-mt;;;_oam'ps , .. ;_ 'Wr1~\(lve:r thb ~f'_:tnal 
r e-sidi.te, . 25,0bO or 45,ooo, ·it is-. cert¢ n tm:t t ne : "·pr_otoctlve1 ous:tony" of 1~2 
e.nd '1943 oanhot . encl' - other.wia:e , than - i~ n ~ind: ,-o( -;Iµ~i0.n re sorva't;i.rin, to_ plagu~ . . ~he 
obnsofo~c'o o:f Aroorimans ;for m'llly · ye?, rs, to c omo •.. t · · • · . • · · 

: •• 

"MILlTARY .. NEC'ESSIT,.Y_,·.~ :·nPROTEC'r1VE CT.J.STODY_'·' ' -: : . ,·_ . ; .. .-: _.· ... - .... . ' ... 
., ._ .,, 

W.te a.nv1hile in the ooming months, and pe rhaps yMr-s, a series of •cas~~: tosting 
the · constitutionality of o vacmtiom 1:rnd detention., even suits fo-r recovery of 
property will come b 1:1 for0 t h e hi gher courts• · · Verdicts of 0ur1c onstitutione.l," or 
ev~m eve ntu~1 l settlement of p:rop,e rty c1a ims cannot undo the r ecord. It is writ -

~tqn not . only. in _m,ilitar:y or_ders,. i,.11 ~ !U,Q ricun Logion resolutions, Her.i.rst headlire3, . 
and Supreme Court D.rohives • . It·· is 'vti ttert in the lives of thousi:nds of human be-
ings., most af them citize ns of U .s. 

When futur o historfons r evi ew tho record, the y Ill).y have diffie ulty r oe on• 
ciling tho Arm:r •·s policy in Calif ornia with th o.t pursued in Hawaii. P0ople of . 
J a p!tnc se blood mEke up moN thc.n one-third of the Hawai ir-~n Isl m ds' population, 
yet r10 lr.rge-soe. l c e ve.cuntion was ordered after Pearl Harbor and Hickam Field 
be co..me a shambles. Marti o. l l aw ·was declared; certain importa'l'1t constitutional 
ri 6hts of e v cryore vwre suspe nded• Tho Dep:: rtment of Justice a nd the military 
a.uth,orities we nt ~.bout the ir ln l'siness, rounded up 0. few thousand su,spects. In 
Hawe.ii, unlike California , there was n-o strong political ore conomic preaire de -
manding e vacuation of the Japo..ne s o Ame ricnns. , · Indeed. had the y been removed, the 
ve1·y f oundation of peacetime Hawa iian life, . sugar a nd pineapple grwwing, would 
have been wrecke d. Gen eral DeLos C. Emmons, who cor.-tnc.md od the He.vmiian district . 
in 1942, h a s · said of J s.ro,nose Ame ricans ttrre: "The y add ed mat _erially to the 
stre ngth of the a r e a. ti · 

Fer two full yea rs tho Y."G st Coo.st ''militnry n e oessi ty" order of March.,1942 
has r omain0 d in force--nn unprBc ondented quasi-Iaartial law, suspending a small 
minority's c onstitutional rights of personal libort y and freedom o.f action . .. Those 
loye. l evacuee s who c an take Jobs in wa r plants in the Et?s st ha ve reason to ask 
wh y t hoy 1:1. r e fo!'"biaden to r e turn to Californie. to plant cabhagoh Mr. Stimson 
a nd Mr. Kno:-: h c,v0 assure d t h0 n f:l:t ion that the Jap an e se e ne r:.y is not cor;tlng to our 
shor0s. : The Pacific c·oe~st is now a "defense comman<l,n no longer a "a thea.tro of 
opo rntions, .~' - in t he Army's own terminology. Ee. ch ·· r.:.onth the March, 1!)12 1 order 
s eoms more unreu. sono.ble • . 
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Perhaps tho Army forbids the evacuees to r et u- n home less· f.oir , · -mi lit o.ry · rea~··.-· ,. 
sons t@~ beco.u~e .. of strong. Calil' orn ia pressure s and threats. Tho Hearst papers 
on th~ )'~c~f i .c _Cea.st ... pr,mnisc ·.P?gr~ms or ··o.nt •'·J'apa_nese · cfi ti~en o.r alien .in _permit-
ted. t 6 _9Qr(le: ·11ome• Now · groups like· thc3 Home _}'r·o:nt Commandos · bf ·. Sacramanto . · have 
risen·{~ q ',ery: .. ··. ''They rtiust stay·: o·ut-••:..or els·e." .· : The · Ass.oci'9.ted-- Fa.rmers ,: · .an<l the··· 
Cn.lifQrnja;.' Grange, , the Ame:rica'n Legion ahd th·e· Sons and Daught.ers :· ... ·ot the Golden •· 
West reiterD,te ithe. the rm{ of ·or E;llse. Pbl:iticians · uat·en n_nd · publicity urge- ·that· 
tho q_gs'p.ised minority .b~/i<~·_pt o{it of _Cnli:f'o.rni.a · for th: e -duratiorr, . 

Ther~' a.re _Cri:lif.'~rrifons' who care nbout civil libertfos ' a11.d hurna h:·jus'tice and . 
see t he grave dange-:r . o·f tfontinued quast-rrartinl 1aw ;_~ut ·t-hey have · difficulty got- · 
ting their side heard. The Co.lifo:rnia C.I.O.,·• the Loague .of Womert · Votets 11 .,·a:nd 
sogITents of the church are a)l putting up a fig)1t against continue d "prct ective 
security-.~'~. · _Theywork _ side by side with tho Committee on· Arrierican.:Princ iples· and 
Fair P\.a.y,:, ... 8. . grou_p that . inblul es such distinbuished Californians as Pr0s·ido:nt --· 
R.ohcr·t -G •.. s·pr.oul of the University . 01' Calii'ort1ia, ·· Ro.y Lym.~rn Wilbur,· ··.and -~kl.u.rice 
E • . Har.rison. . . , . . .. 

. . :.• . . \ ·•, . . . .. 

Lieutenant Gonera l John L. · DeWitt, who or_de red tbl:i 0\-·a:cuation in : 194.2, · · en-
oourn,g~d ._.Ca l~f.o:rni_a' s _r$.cist pressure groups whe n he sa id,. "I don't care what 
they do with th.e Jttps as ·1ong as they don't send tham back hero .. A Jap ·is a Jap." 
General DeLos c . .. Errunons :, , ViTIO succeede'd Do Witt on the West· Coast -'last September~ . 
says . vcr.y. l._itt.l~ •· ·· He ·is the sane Geheral · Ermnons, ·vtt o decided not· to. order whole-
sale evam.10.:tiio_n of .the .~Japa nese . from Haiimii. 

The lon·g~·~: tlie Army pe rmits Cal if:ornia o.nd the re st ··or . Pacific Coe.st to .be 
closed to everyone of Japane se descent the more timo 1s given the Hearst papers ': 
e.nd their allies to convirice CaU.fornians that they will inde e d yield to lawless-
ness if the · unwanted. ·mipority is pcrr:rl.ttcd to return. By c;ontinuing · to keep 
Amoric.an citizens in ~•prote.ctive custody,'' 'the u.s. · is · ho .ldi.:ng to · e. poli.ey as 
omino·u_s_ ·a~s. it .is now. · ··The American c:ustorn . in the· ·past h'as be.en· to lO'ck ·up the · 
citizens ·who cfommits vi~olenca> not the vict•irn ·or his• thre,its· :and b!ows. The 
doctrine of ~--~•pr_otective 9ustody" could provo altogether too convenient a weo.pon 
in many Ot her ~ituati on~• I_n Ca 1 i f'c:-: r.io. , . a · set at e with u. -long hist.nry of r _a ce _ 
hatred hnd ·vig.ila.'nteism, a·nte.gonistn is already bui1ding ··against the : Negroeer# · 
who hav~ come in for wn.r jobs. What is to pre·vent their removal to . jails; · to . 
"protect them" fr om riots? Or Ne groo s in Dctr oi t, Jews in Bost on, Mexicans in 
Texas? The possibilitio s of "protective custody" ti.re e ndless·, · ns ·the' .Na.zis• hav·e 
amply ,Proved. 
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