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THE U.S. HAS PUT HO,OOO PEOPLE
OF JAPANESE BIOOD IN

*PROTECTIVE CUSTODY"
FORTUNE MAGALZINE, APRIL 1944

ﬁhen thé facts about Japanese brutality to the soldier prisomers from Bataan.
wei'_e nade known, Avcricéns were moro outragéd than they had buen since Decomber
7, 1941, Instinetively they contrasted that frightfulness with our treatment of
Japanese held 'in this country; ‘and, without boing told, Americons knew that pri-
soncrs in the U.S. were fed thr’” moals a day cnd had not been clubbed or kicked
or othorw1se brutal:zcd. Too few, howevor, vrealizg ﬂlat pcr31stcnt and cffecetive
use Japan has boon able to mnke, throughout the entire Zast, of Ue 3 impri-
scnment of pchOns of Japouese doscerte <This prou*gnnda concorns itsell lssu
#ith how the U.S. troocts the pecple impriscned taen who was imprisoncd. By
vointlng out ozain and ””°1n, that the UeS. put behind £ cnces well over 100,000
pecplc of Jupar se blood, the mnjority of them eitizers ‘of the U.S., Japan des=-
crives to her Far Bastorn rodio sudiencos ohe more irstance of Arcrican racial
discriminetion. To convin e oll Oricutals that tho‘wa“ ir tho Pacific is 2 ¢y -
sudeﬂ ageinst the white ‘man's racial cppression, the cnemy shrewdly nctes every
occurrence in tht U.S. that suggests injustice to ro c1ul rinrritics, from the
llegroas o tho Mexicons and Jo ncnaso.

The enemy, of conise delibera tely refrains from noking distinctions smon g
the various kinds of detertlon we have worked out for those of Japanese blood in
this country. nfor tuna*ely, ‘Americans themselves a re almost as confused as the
Japonese rodio about what has h&pﬁured to the Japanese minority in this country--
one-tonth of 1 per cent of the notion's total nepulation. There are thres dif-
ferent typcs of barbe d#vlre enclosures for persouns of Japancse ‘meestry. First,
there are the Dvﬂfw vont of Justige comps, which hold 3,000 Jajnnesc aliens con-
sidecred by the F.B.I. potentially dangcroub tc tho b.u._ These and thesc alone
gro true intarnment,camps;7 : v ’

Sgeond, thore are ton - other parbed-wire cnelesed conters in thd U.S., into
vhich, in 1942, the gov rerrmont put 110,000 persons of Japanesc doscont (out of a
total podhulation in covtlnental U8, ci 1?7,000).‘ Pwo-thirds of them werc citi-
zons, born in the U.S.; ono-third aliens, forbidden by law to be citizons, No
churges wore brought sagainst them. V¥hen the war broke cut, all these 110,000
wore residentsin the Pacific Ceast sitatos--the majority in Califormia. They were
put behind fences when the Army decided that for "milil-ry necessity" all peopl e
of Japonese °ncestry, citizen or ?llan, mist be IGIOVtﬂ fram the West Coast mi-
litary zones .- s

Within the last yoar +the 110,000 people cvicted from the West Comst hov
bzecn subdivided into two scparate groupse Those Who hdve professed loyalty to
Japan or an unwillingness to defend tho U.S. hove been plsced, with their child-
ron, in one of the ton camps ealled o "sc-rogation cconter” (uhe third typo of ime-
prisorment). Of the romalndfr 1n the nine "loyal c&rpo," l?,OOO hove moved to
castern states to toke jobse The rest wait behind the fenec, an awkwerd problem
for the U.S, if for no othcrrason thon . that the Constitution ond the Bill of
Rights were severcly strctehcd if hot breached whon U.S. citizens were put in
prison.

Back in Deccmber, 1941, thore was understandable norvousncss over the tigt
littlc Japunese commntics seatiercd elong the West Coaste The long coast lina
soemed noked and undefondeds There were colonics of Japenese fishermen in th e
port areas, farmlends opcerated by dJapancse clese to wer plants, ard litt le
Tokyes in the heart of the big coastal cities. Thers wore suspected gpies among
the Japencse concentrations and there was foar of sabotage. Californians wore
urged to koep ¢?lm and let the authorltles take care of the problem. In " the
first twe woeeks the Dopertment of Justicc scooped up about 1,500 suspectse.s few
woeks later all enemy aliens and citizens alike were rencved from certain stra-
tcgic aoreoas such os Termincl Island in Los Angeles horbor, and shots necar war
bplants, powor staticns, cnd br idgcse But Celifornians did not completely trust
the authoritins. Whilc tho Fe3.I. was picking up its suspocts, eivilian amuthori-
tics were besiegoed with telephone lelu from citizens reperiting suspicious bahavie
or of their Oriontal neighbors. Although Califcrniats Attcrnoy General 'erren
(now governor) statcd on February 21, 1942, that "wo have had no scbotcgeand no
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fifth-column activity sinece tho oeglﬁnlﬂg of tho war, hysteriz by then had begun
to sprqu 81l along the coaste- Evory-ryﬂor o{ pruneso 2ir and r‘val cperations
offshqraj mnd.cvery tale. 60 fi £th -column aetivity in Hawaii, holped to raise to

nic ﬁrnportloqs California's §..ang ht “rd ducp‘ antagnnism t oward the Japanese
Am&rlcqrs. P L THELSE. et 3 i

Y

For doendes the Pcarst press hud campolgned ag inst tho Yellow Peril within

the stete (1 per cent of thc ‘populatien) as well as the Yellew Peril across the

: -8eas. that: mnuld bue day mike . whre  -When that war prophecj came true, the nows-

‘papets cqr@algﬂ "of hate and fee Bl breve .21l bounds. And, when Hearst called for

. the removal: - ofiall péople of J&p“reso ancestry he had as allies many -p*essure
grnups who h_d Ior yaars resontcd the: pros“nco of JQpanch 1n ‘this countrv._

.',

A

The Amor*c.n LOFth, swnce its fouﬂdlng 1n 1910 has never: ofee falled to
nasq an amual resslution abhlnst the Ja panese Azeriganse .The nssoclated Farmers
in Colifornia. had ‘eompetitivwe réasors for.. vwntlné gho, v gedi rid.of.. thé Japane se
Amerucano who grew vegetables at low cost on & 70. ﬂllllﬂn worth of California’ land.
'qu fo‘“ia’s land:lavws - ‘could mot provent the' cl enssons ol the Jﬂgwnese alien
o frow byying ; or: renting the lmd, - In, thc cltles, as the little Tokyes grew, o
'ux,51zublc;cnnmer01a1 business came® inte  Jopa nese’ amerlcan handss=vezetable commis~-

i’51on houses, :retail and wholesr.le ontcrprlses of all kindse It did not require a

_1V°” to. ﬂnke the farmérs, ‘the Le~1ﬁn, the . huthG Sens and Daughtors of:.the Golden

Wegf, ‘and the-. politicians resont and: hatc tne'ump%nese imericanss The records of

el slqtlon and press fnr many yoars indicate that the  antagonismwas there and

‘,rrov1ng. Way turned the tagonism-into feqr, and made possible what California
“had Gl@urly'Wﬁnth for de cados--to got rid of its mlnorlty.

By parly Februery both the Heerst press ﬂnd +hu pressuru grnuws wera loudly
demundlnb the _ewiction of 2ll peopls of Jap"roce blnod-vt protect the "state from
R onemy, .8 nd 6. prstect tnb311nnr1ty from vinlénco st the hands of Filipinos
‘and other - -neighberse A fow cases of violones ha ad, *hdued, occurred, ahd spy talk
”"run up and down the eonste ~On Fehruary lu;,qugroupvo+ Pacific Coast Congressmen

urred P;681dunt Roosevelt -to -permit an ev acuetlon,; a.week lator'the Prosgident
r ve tnht autborlty tothe Armyé On February .23, a'a Jﬁrqnesc submarine shelled
“Whe coest noar Santa Barbara. Licitomant G»neral uﬂnn L .DeWitty. on Mareh 2, ‘ig=
““sued the order th“t n2ll persons of Japarese doscent, aliens and citizens, old and
young, woren and children, be removed from most of Californin, and wostern Orogou
and Washington, and southurn n?lZOIE. Thn grcatpgt for.ced nigral 1on 1n UsS. his~
tor'y rOSUltGdu_; oL o s »‘ g ; o ; i R

- TR T SRR R T ," GO $meg.f Rk e Sl
# PIIGRILTIOM E;;DTL..;;D oy g S i - : . & g LR

agange ¢ tivat” the xo?’cm;iﬁ'n'f‘ the 110 000 people living withinm tho prb‘ubited

“zone was, t0 be “nlunt \Pye . iThe ~.yc.su Ansricans werse merely told: te got' oub.
Withi“ threu‘wa{ks 8,000 pLOFluv 1ﬂ packed “up, "stily closed out their business
affu1"s, sold thoir possessions or 1vft them with nsighbors, and set forth obe-
dicntly toward the caste Bub anZO e reronbered.all toév&ell how Celifornia had
turrod back the, Okigs in: thh‘p ﬂnnd “A“, Japqneso “ﬁorLcnns . were intsrocoptod

d% this borocr., K1 pbtrolmun stopped ther, Nevada and Wyoming. protested
ﬁhqt the  did. not Wﬂ:t to- -re onlvc-puoplc *ound £00.. dangerous for .California.

~nbnut 4, OOO go‘ as far.as Coloradoe and Ubahs i - “becanc anﬂnrent that “the random

*hl Pﬁtinn of go. "wny umyantod .paople ¢oeuld resulu only in. spreadlng.chaOS.;' By
o roh 29, vnlun+ rv uvnourt:nn,w S ;orblddan, And tq nrmy.made its awn plans to
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The ‘evaduecs reported to local control stations whore they registered and

were given a number and ingtructions on what they could taks  (handi: luggage
only) and whon thoy. oknuld progeed tothe first canbs,,_ 21led.assembly cenbers.

AT th~h thsv wers offmr ad go"ornm4rt hclp in straig htdﬂln out . their property
problens, many thoquPds, inthoir haedts and- confuslon, and in tbmlr understand=
able distrust of __brr"prt, .quie kl/(ﬂld‘what t1ey_ coql for. th emselvess The y
snld leas d,‘s+oréd . lont the Lr.hOWLS, lﬁ*us, personal bclongmﬁgs, tractors,

The ArmJ;"in twortv-elfbt dq~w : rir~od up pr1 1t1VU .barracks in fifteen
asserbly oanors o ‘brovide tGMPOfary qua"ters'”or 110,000,  Each evactee; madc

his:ow naté ress o;‘strﬂw, tookr up. his new 18y By August 19 everyone . of Japa-
ne se desgont (oxoupﬁ t"OSu Ponalﬂdd to "insone agylums ind(thfr safe;lnstltdnon)
waS b“h{“ﬂ‘,'“uﬁdb, in "protective cnutodm."' ”h*v‘wérw held here (still  within

tho fﬁrklddgq nlllt“rV'”ono) - until a le cre°+'d fcwv11-u . agency, - theé
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Tar Relocation Avthority, Vould establlsh othar refuges farthcr 1n1ando WRA's
7ob was to hold thu peop . 1e ux t11 they could be reseti led in ordorly fashion.

TRA qppewled to the governors of ten nearby wostern statcs. ' With one ex-

coption, Colorado's Goverror Carr, they protested that théy did ot went the
Japanese Americans to settle in fheir domairn, nor did they want any relocation
center ercctgd within their. borders. unless it was well guarded by the Armye. Fi=
nally nine remote inland sites wero found, .2ll of thom on 1edcra11y owneq land.
(One assembly center .in eastern California became a rslocatlon camp. .) Most. . of
them wore locsted, -for lack of hettor acreage, on desolate but 1rr15&ble descrt
tractse lMore tar-papered harracks wore thrown up, more wire fbnOGS bullt, and
once more the poople meveds By November, 1942, 2ll the evacuees .had packod up
theiyr ”ﬁserably few possessions, hed been herded onto trains, and depositud_be-
hind WRA's soldior=-guarded fonces, in orowded barracks villages of between 7,000
and 18,000 peoplce

'Théy felt bitterness . and angnr over th61r loss of land and home and money

and frecdoms They knew that German and Itelisn aliensg--and indesd, Japanese

alicns in other parts of the U.S. hod.been ixterned only whon the FeBelo had rea-

son to suspeot thems. -Sccond-generation .eitizens of Gorman and Italian origin

wore not evacuated from Californis; nor were the second generstion citizens of
Japariese doscent elsewhere in the UeS. put behind fencese.

Although the evecueos resontuent at regimertation within WrA's little Tokyos

is deep, it is seldom cxpressed violently. Considering the emotional strains,
the uprooting, and the crowding, no ons cun deny thot thc record of restraint has
been-remgrikable. Only twice have the sgldiers been.asked . to come withinAa TRA
fenco torestore prdeges s . £t {om : s

CODDLING, AT 31 CFNT° A DAY

»

tack by congrossional committees in Wbshlngtoni .and by a whole long list of bad=
gering groups and individyals on-the West Coast. The Dies Committee goos .after
WRA* and the 'Japanese minority at frequent, 1utervalu. Even Hedda Hopper, the

movie gossip, prattles innvendoes. - Not wishing te "imply anything," she noted

last December that "wo've had more than our share of explosions, train wrecks,
fires, and serious:cccidonts” sjince WRA  has roleasod so uany of the evacueces.
Actu&llv not one of tho 17,000 has been 00hv1ctod of 9nt1-An@r1can.Act1v1tJ=

", WRA hag asually bcen orgtlzed for tle wrong reasons. . It has been accused of
turning loose, for rasettl cmont ‘Mdangerous Japs." The implication usually
is thnt ro Japaness Americeon "hovld be released, although from the very beginning
WRA's prescribed purpose "was. to help tho evacueos to find some place to live out=-
side the prohibited zones Again and agnin, the pressure groups and California
Comgressmen have urged that WRA's +ten centers be turned over to the Army. (In
February the Presidont;: instead, .dropped WRA.intect, —with its:Director Dillon
Myor, into the Department of Interior. ) Most frequently Mr, Myer has been charg=
ed with pamporing the Japonese Amerjcense. Almost every day the Hearst papers
fling word '"cogdling," with the clear implication that all persons of Japanesa.
dgscent, citizen or nof, women and infants, should be treated strietly as prison=
ers of war, which of course thoy are not.. '

No one who hes visited a relocation center and seen the living spece, eaten
the food, or merely:-kept his eyocs open could honestly .apply the word "coddling"
to RA's administration of the campse The people are jemued together in frame
boerrockse - A family of .six or soven is customerily allotted an "apartment" mea-
suring about, twenty by twonty-five fect. It is a bareroom, without partitions.
The only privacy possible is achisvad by hanging fllmsy cotton curtaning between
the crowded bedse

Eurniture is improvised from bits of scrap luiber: -a box for a table, threc
short ends of board mde.into a btackless cheire The K family's clothing '‘and few
personal possossicns are gomchow stuffed neatly away-+on shelves if gerap’lumber,
aspriceless eommodity inall cs mps, 1s available. . Otherwise, they .are stuffed

'

« ¥erimn Ps Eberharter, a member of the Dics Comuittee, has sald of its Septemr
ber, 1943, findipngss, "The reports..e.is prejudiced, -and most of its statemernts
are not provens” The committee wound up by suggosting three policies, all of
which the WRA hed clreedy adoptede

But WPA and. 1ts dlructor, Dlllon \yer, have. begn . under almost con*inualvat-_



away under the beds. The quarters are usually aor¥. There are no cooking faci-
litias and” no running ‘water in the barracks,’ unless’ the eyacuee'has brought. his .-
own elbotrie plate"or had & friend "onithe outside™ send one in. ~As in. Army
camps, each block of twelve or fourteen barracks (250 to 300 people) has its cen-
tral nmSS hall, Iaundry‘bulldlng, publlc 1&tr1nes, and showers.

Wlth faithfnul’ rebularlty, irres pons1ble varns are 01rculated that the evac--:
uce’s are gettlng more and better food than othor: Americanse  Actually, the food
cost’ pcr day is" “held below 45 cents per person. :For 15 conts a msal the food is.
p0331b1y adcquatc, ‘hut’ 6losé to the edge of decent nutritions. In most ‘camps, lo-

cated far from dndiry distnlcts, milk is provided only for small ghildrg¢ng , nur=
sing and expectant mothnrs; and_spdclal dioctary cases. There are two meptless:

ays ‘A wesk and o Héavy emphasi’s on starchess Nenrly a third of the food require-
monts are’ ‘grown-on the irrigqtvd fields of the chmp 1tself. This reduces:theinc=:
tual cash outls sy for food to 31 cents per person. : Bfs 3

Practically everyone who wants a job can work, and most of the able bodied
do. ‘They plant and £i1l the camp's vegetable necruage, prepare the food . in the
mess halls, -do 'stenographic work for the Caucasian stafU, work in tho cooperative
store*; In some cente rs they make furniture for the administration building or
cotton mattresses to take the place of the hedrd straw palletse. Some are barbors
and cobblers for the community, doctors in the hospital, scrubwomen in the la=
trine, garbage colloctorss The meximum wage (a doctor, for instance) +ig. $19 a
months the mininum, $12; +the average, $16. In addition, those who work get a
clothing allawmnvo for themselves and their dependents=-ot the most, #3.75 a
mbnth for an adult ‘in the northmost center. - :

Indiv1dua1 enterprises is forbidden. . To sst up one's own dressmdaking ser=
vice within the community or to sell shell jewelry or anything else to the out-
side is prohibited. In order to keep the center wage uniform, all economic ac-
tivities must be conducted through the community cooperative; . which pays | its
barbers and other workers the standard stipends With their small monthly wage,
gdnd by dip nlnp intoAthelr pre=war savings, mcst évagueasbuy: extras to eat, bdut
ﬁhey eon gét’ only nonrationed food, ‘since thoy possess no ration hooks. They:
send to0 the mail-order houses for some of their clothzs, buy shoss, yard goods,
and clothing ot the cooperative 'storée - Their children go to . school in the bar=
racks v111age, and when they are 31ck, to the center hospit l.

‘PThus the pamperlng and thus’ the humlligtion. A dogtor dlstlnguished in his
profession;  who lived ‘with grace and charm in-a docently comfortable home before
the war, is today huddled in 2 smll room with all his family. He practices his
prof6331on'for"¢19' o monthat the center hospital, serving under a Caucasian of
1esser acoomplishmaﬂts,' hlféd for ‘congiderably - mord moncy. - A man who- spent
twenty vears building up'his’ own- florist. business or commission house, or who
operated a Targe vegetable faru in one . of California‘s valleys, is merely "stoop
Iabor" on “the center's qcreuge. P .

The record ‘of Japancse-Americans during the dopression indicated that they
did not take to publio ‘relief., They wers too proude They stuck together, helped
each other, and almost never appeared orn WPA or home-rslief lists. To virtually
all of them it is now gallirg to be distrusted wards of: tho ,nation, thoir meager
lodgifig and food a ‘scanty handout, the paymsnt for their labor somewhat .the same.

"POLITICS"

T%ey have alwavs hcen an 1solated d1scxroe‘ aend therefers ingrown:peoples.
Today this"is moré true than ever. The barracks village as a rule is literally
isolat ede At Manzanar, California, for example, the. center is.but a tiny squars
in-a vast and lonely dssert valley, betweer two grest mountain ranges. - Spiritual-
1y the people ‘are just as isolated as that. Thrown together in a compact iracial
island of +their own frustrated people, they grow in upon themselves and - each
other; they becoms almost completely detached from American life, the war, the
worlde  Their:sinllichildren speak more Japanese thin they would if they ecompeted
daily with other -American school' childrens: The teen=-mge boys and girls- are
ostentetiously American .in elothes,’ ‘slang, and behaviore. . It is.as. if they were
tryifig too hard to.convincé themselvés that they-are Americanss  They know that
they must and will go out the gate soone

", #RA'has n'lexicon of its owh: Caucasian-is the term for appointed sdmini=-

‘strative. personnel;  to distinguish them .from-the "evaguee;" soustime, .called

Yeolonists™; beyond’the gate is "the outsides™ ' s LT @

a




The adults think about themselves, and about the past they left. With time
and distance, Californiats farn valleys, towns, and cltlosubecome more golden-
hued than over %o the cvacueos They brood vaguely and fenrfully on the future
The war sometimes soems 11ke a vogue abstraction, the cause of their troubles.
And thoy think aubout runors=-which they often trust more than they do printed
0fficial anrounceruntse It my be rumor thnt the Army will take over. Or that
the evacuce in this conter will all bo trapsported to o'nothur. This is the most
nightmarish mmor of all to pecple who have roved so much in the past two years.

: 3 B0 ;
They think too, ahout the ondlesgs details of their camp life. Each group
of 250 or so evacueos has o hlock mananger who gets £16 a month listening to their
oomplaints and, if possible, streightening out innumerable daily problems.
The food in +the wess hall i badly prepared; sthere is no toilet paper in the
Iadics' letrines the ncnwhbors ‘play the rﬂdlo too late =nd too loud; the roof
- of No. 29 barrack "hes a small leck. ‘
Finelly, there are gﬁssip and politicss The Jepenese Arericens back in
California went their way without much participation in politics as most Americen
_citizens know ite In the berracks village of WRA there 'is little real self-
' governmcnt. ‘HMeost of the eenters have a Council made up of block reprasantatives
or managerses ¢ Buk thers is only & slight arca within which such a congress can
make oommunity dicisions. Usdelly ot the mecting of the Cowneil the members do
little-more than listen to new rulss, new plans of WRA, handed down from Washing-

“ton or the local dircetor. The block representatives are expected to pass on the
information to all the pecpls. " : ; :

Originally “?A. ruled thot citivé s slame could hold office in the centers

- but this proved to bs vmuis \—tﬂnﬁs of the evacwes are oitizens, but most
of these American-born Nl“@l are from ightoen to twenty=eight years of age=~-too
young to take on such rosponsible jobs as the block mancger'se. Besides, among
the Japanege-Americans barn here are hundreds of Kib61--young men who were soent
~to Japan for part of their educations Not all-~but a large percemtage of them==
are pro-=Japan, perticularly these who gained the latter peart of thelr edueation
in Japane ‘Digliked by the Nisei maj orlty,cutnUWbered and maladjﬂst@d, the Kibei
often become @ nuisance, creating llttla arcas of dissatisfdeticn in. the Certer,
Thus 1t +urnod out thet tbn Issei-—tho allcns, parents of tlie Nigei and Ki=
bei==could best:pr ovide tha ﬂuthority, stability, and seasoned wisdom nmeeded i =2
block managzers. They possﬂssed 2 tmdition cf o mily  and GOmmunity leadership,
and had commanded respoct in’'thoe paste  Above 61l they usuelly have.an earnest
desire to make the bloclk of 250 or more people . in which they live function in en
orderly and quiet faghione They are aliens prlmarlly beecause Us Se law forbade
them to become citizens. . Many of them have a resl loyslty but because they look

to their children's American future for their own sncurlt".

Politiecs in the centers™ has nnﬁming-to do with offic@ or votes or apparont
poworse But it is power--the pover of demagoguory, of spreading the infection of
bittorness, exagperating on instance or affront into an issue +that may even get

to the point of o small strike against YRA. The leadors have not invariably been
pro-Japqn Some, both aliens and citizens, who hed becn good Amoricans became

indignant at t}elr loss of freedom and their right to.participate in the life of
the u&twcn. L :

It mey be that the administration was not willing to permit o big funeral
for a man aceidentally killed when e work truck overturned; it may be that three

or four of ths Caucasian staff displayed signs of roce discrimination; it may be
a runor more plousible thon facte Thef"pclltlolans" take ‘any one o these, or a
sorivs, ond worry it intc o big camp issues How great an issue it becomes depenls
most of all on the degres of confidence the center as o whole has in its director
and the coolness and fairness with which he customarily handles his peoplee Too
often the administration 4s cut of touch with the main issws end grievances
within the camps VRA suffers, like every cther agency, f£rom the manpower short=-
ages Competent center directors and mincr persomnnel are scarce. Often snough
the directa finds his Cqudasi;n stgff mor¢ of 8 problwm than the evacuecs.

The two so=callod "“ri: ts » vhich brought ﬂl@ Army over the fence, arose from
the accwmlation of small grievances, whipped up to a erisis by groups struggling
for power and eager to put the administration on the spot. . Phere:was, in each
Instance, & strikes Actunlly a strike in.a reloeatien center is self-defenting,
since almost all labor in the comdunity works to provide goods and services for
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the evacuess themsolvess no more then & hendful work in the staff mess .and effice
buildinge  Only when. vivlence ocourred, _end the u]vect-or thought he nooded help
in wa:lnts\m’mu ovder, was ‘tho Army J,I‘Vlt@d ine - p 4 , i

But trrublra rarolv rescches elther th( strﬂ'c stage or v1010nce. . The. people
in the ‘Pacific Ccast's 1little Tokyos rarely appeared .on police blattars in the
past, - and mow the crims rueord m" WRA_ centers - compares f‘avornblv with. that cf
any smell: cities of their size, or, indeed, with any Army CAMpPe . Most of. the
policing is done by tho evacuee thoumsel ves, =1pp‘ inted to the "internal secarlty
staff of each cen‘bar.. A : Y :

.

_ Po?LminEl should be s1.n.p1@r th'*n over from now ohe. The i_deol,qg_icr'xl' air has
been cleared; the proe=J apun people have beun. moved oute The procoss of sifting
the oomr'umtws, soperating the loyal and the disleyal, , is virtually gomplete.
The "disloyal"™ have been sent to o segregation center in northeastern Califcornia,
1onv1r'b the other nine centers p'\pulatad only by lﬂ*fal. '

REGISTRAT TON AND EGT’EGATIO“T 4w 03 : ibe %

Te all the eovacuees the two nrords, reg 1strat1fn and oy grog atwn, are almOSt
charger‘ with emction as thot distuyrbing tern, evaountion. Quite slmply the
two nouns wean that.a que stionnairs was submitted t¢ all adults n the centers to
rk,'termne, thoir loyalty or disloyelby. On the hasis of this, plus F.B,I.. records
nd in some instances special hearings, WRA granted or denmc‘ the evaouees "leave
clea*‘ance," the right to go East and find a job. The sanme 1nf‘ormat10n was used
as a basis for segrogating the "disloyal™ in a separate center. About 18,000
(+he "disloyal" and all the ir dupenuen’cs) will sit out the w ar at Tule Leke with-
in a high, man.preof, b&rbed-*w:.re enclcsure, . unlass Jamn shows nore enthum sm
than she has to. dete for their repatriation. (These 18,000 must not be confused
with tho few thousand 1ntevnud by the Dapqr’c'eﬁ*' of Jastlce ) ‘

. But separating tho lm"xl and dlsloyal ]s po’c §0 s:mph, a job . as 1t miv'ht
steme Licywlty is d 1iffienlt to HOAsUre aocura.tely on any scole , and the s:.ftn.ng
of evecuees was. clumsily hondleds The process began in Fobruary, 1943, when the
Army decided %o reoruit o cowbat nnit of . Japanese Americanse A registration
formwas printed ocntaining twentye-cight quostions to detormine lcyalty ard
willingness to fighte It was to be filled out by all men of nmilitary ages Some=
one realized that it would be woll to have. Just such records on all adults in_the
oon’corsg Plons were suddonly ohanged and every ong from soventern yoears of age
up was giwen the twonty=eighb qw,stlons. '

Nothnb 1s rnoro dis ast ous in & rumor=riddon, di strushul, nourotlc comnuni =
ty like a relncdtlcn center 'than to make ons explanation of purposc today end a
quite difforent oue tomurrw The peopls, newly arrived in the WRA .centers, were
still stunned by their evacuation, loss of preperty and freedom, sond were acute-
ly conscicus of their stigma as "enemy." There was misunderstanding about the
purposse..of rs E,lstr'xtn on at most of the centerse . The quostionneirc was so care -
logsly framed its wording had to be changed during the process of registration,
A fow theousand refused +to fill cut the forw at alle . Others, " remembe.ring that
thny haa lost business, homo, and their civil rights, wrote angry ("disloyl")
nsworse They had no enthusiasm for. defending s .demooratic America that  had
i:1p¥'isone‘d than for no erimo anl without trial. i B s

VWRA, in an effort to be fair, has gronted hearing in recent months fer those
wishirgtc explain. the snswers they made in anger cndconfusions Pride made a few
people stick to¢ what they first wrcbes . There is little questicn that the major-
ity of adults sent to Tuls Lake feel leyalty to Japen, but thers sre also behind
Tule's. fences & few thousand. vho are not disloyale .

Most: of ths  Issei who chose Tule Lake are there because cof firm ties of lo=
yolty to Japan, or strong ties of family rolationshipse  Soma, Issei were afraid
of bringing rnpmsals upon  their rolatives in Japan . by affirming loyalty to tho
JeSe The perents 1 chose Tule Lake . usually have’ taken all their children with
tlems Only a few sons and daughters over seventeen, .who had the right to .choose
e t"tmismlves, could resist strong family pressure. It is irorie and revealing
that at the high schcol at Tule Lake, ocivics and Amorican history aro populer
eledtol coursese : T g : :

Jaran, however, makes 1o legal claims of pr: otective interc,st in. the Nisei or
Kibeie Vihen the. Sp‘xnlsh censul visits Tule to repart conditions to. Japan, he is




legally concerned only with'the welfare of the Issei, the nationals of Japan.
And, under U.S. law, the Nigei and Kibei cannot abrogate the ir Auerican citizen-
ship during wartime, even if the y want to. Their expatriati on, and cven the re=-
patriation of most o the Issei to Japan, during the war, is unlikely. Negotia-
tions for the exchange of civilian war prisoners have bcen slow, and the delay is
due to Japan, not to the U.S. State Dopartmont.

To a minority living at Tulo Lake, Japan's wwillingness to arrange fre=-
quent exchange of prisoners is not dishearteninge This minority does not want to
set sail for Japens it wants to stay in the UJSe Poople arec at Tule lake for
meny counplicated reasons besidos "disloyalty" and fauily relationships. There is
evidence, for exauple, that some chose this kind of imprisonment for reasons of
security and wariness. This is indicated by the percentages of people in various
centers who said they wanted <%0 be segragetede. TVhen the decision was made
last fall to turn the Tule Lake camp into a segregation center, nearly 6,000 out
of 13,000 residents of‘thﬂt center docided to stay pute This hijgh psrcemtage of
"dlsloyal " the highest in many center, is explained in part by umwillingness to
be uprooted and moved againe In the Minidcka relocutlon center, in Idaho, ‘only
225 people out of 7,000 chose to go to 1ule. ' g

There are = few tired and discouraged people from other WRA centers who went
to Tule Lake because they knew that the barbed-wire fonces in that camp would
stand permenently throughout the war. They reasoned that they would have certain
refuge for +the duration, while the other centers, according to evacuee rumor,
might b4 abruptly closed, and everyons turned loose without resourceses :

Some chose Tule Leke imprisonment as a gesture ageinst what they consider
the broken promises of democracy. For example, thers is a young Nisei who en=
listed in California early in 1941 because he felt strongly about fascisme He
was abruptly thrown out of his country's army o fter Japan attacked the Ue 8o and
put behind the fences aleng with all the cther evacusos. In February, 1943, when
he was handed a questionnaire on loyalty and his willingness to defend the U.S.,
he was tco anrJ to prove his "loyalty" thet way; he had already nmply denonstrat-
6d its He is at Tule Leke, not bocause of his love fot Japan, but as a protest
to the government he honestly wanted to sérve back in 1941,

There is & Japanese American who fought in the last war in the U.S. Army,
and is o membor of the American Legions Vhen the Japanese struck Pearl Harbor,
he offered his services to the Army and to industry in California. He was turned
downe Sent to a relocation conter he became a "troublemoker", with the slogan,
nIf you think you are an Amerlcan, try walking out the'gate." He wos packed off
to an "isolation center," ahnd finally wound up at Tule Lake. Last yoar the U.S.
Treasury received a check from him, mailed from behind Tule's barbed wires It
wes a sum in excess of #100 and represented his income tax for the calendar year,
1942, whon he had received belated payment for his 1941 services as navigator on
a Portuguese shive He insisted on paying his tax, as usuale He has, of course
no wish to go to Japane. He too sits out the war at Tule Lake in protest against
fg;lure of democracye '

The minority who are in Tule for reasons of weariness or protest are not im=-
portant numericallys. But they show what con happen to poople who are confused,
discouraged, or justifiably angry. They reveal some ugly scars inflicted by our
sccietys It is too early to speculate about what will happen to these 18,000
prisonerss. A few thousands, at the mst, may get abroad the Gripsholme Will all
the rest be shipped finally to a defeated Japan?  Or'will thsy be a postwar U.S.
problem°

RELOCAT ION

¥hore the Tule Lake prisoners will end their days is less important to con=
sider than what is to become of those "loyal" evacuees who are still in the nine
other centerse Everyone deemed loyal, by the sifting process of registration
and hearings, has been granted "leave clearance." Fartified with a handful of
official papers, a numbered identification card bearing his pictwe and finger=-
prints, an evacuec can set forth to the East. He gets his railroad fare, $3 a
day travel money, and if he has no savings £25 in cashe

During the last twelve months, 17,000 evacuees have had the courage to go
"outside+s" They are, with rare cxceptions, young and single, or married but
childless. A Nisei has to mustor considerable courage to go out into the socisty
that rejected him two years agoes From behind the fence "the outside" has become
vague, enormous, end fearfules The huddling together, which is ressnted, is non-



-l

theless a oohesive, protective forse, hard to overcome. As he leaves the soldier-
guerded gate, the young Nisei is about as lonely as any human being could be; he
faces even more prejudice than his father did as immigrant contract labor.

The most powerful magnets to draw him out are letters from friends who have
already gone east. Those who have made the plunge usually report back to their
friends enthusiasticdlly. - The people whe have started a new--most of them from
eighteen to thirty years old--are the pioneerss In the factories and in'the
restaurants and hotels, in the offices and in the kitchens where they work, they
are building a futurc not merely for themselves, but for those who may follow.

When they write back, ™'e can eat in any restaurant in New York," they
spread a little hopes Or, "I attracted very littlc attention on the train." Or,
"In Chicagoy, nobody seems to care that I have a Japanese face." They tell of the
church growps ‘who are almost alone in providing sums kind or orgenized social
protection for those who relocate in cities like Chicngoe :

They are being sent “outSide" wherever a not-too~projudiced community pro-
vides opportunity. Seven WRA regional of ficers huave staffs scouting for job
prospects, talking to employers of farm end.industrial labor, sounding out public
opinion, and, in general , smoothing the way. Illiucis has taken more relocat-
ed American Japancse than any other staty-w--4,000, Moust of these have found jobs
in and around Chicagoe Winnetka housewives compate for Nisci servants, and even
the Chicago Iribune has been calms Only Hearst howls.

Ohio's industrial cities have taken about 1,500 from the relecation centerss
Although special clearances have been needed for the sastern defense area, a few
hundred have.already gone to New York City, and the stroam to the northeastern
states will increase steadily. Scattered throughout midwestern states like Wisg=
consin, Montena, and Iowa are hundreds moroc.

Theré are, of course, areas of rosistance. Antagonism to WRA's evacuee is
apt to. increase,not diminish,when +thec European war ends and the casualty lists
come.-only from the Pacifice Utah has taken about 2,000 evacuces--mogtly in Og=-
den and Salt Lake City, where at first +they were quictly «bsorbeds  Bubt last
month the state A.Fs of L. petitioned Salt Lake City authorities to deny business
licensss to people of Japanese ancestry. Two thousand have gone to Colorado, but
recent campaigns like Hearst's in the Denver Post and proposed new diseriminatory
legislation keep the state arouseds Wayne W. Hill, & state representative in
Colorado, wearing the uniform of a sorgeant in the U.S. Army, got emergency leave
from his camp last month to beg the Colorado Legislature not to pass a bill bar= '
ring Japenese aliens from owning lande About to be discharged from the Army, he
said, "I am just as willing to die a political doath as I am to die in battle to
preserve American freedom." He was warmly applauded, but the House passed the
bill; the Sonate turned it down fifteen to twelve. - ks

Arizona hss had such a spree of raee hating 1in the last year that WRA does
not try to place pcople of Japanesc ancestry there. A year ago the governor
signed a bill making it impossible to ssll anything--even a pack of cigaretteg~-
to a person of Japa ness descent without first publishing in the newspaper, days
in edvance, one's intention to do so, and filing documents - with the governor.
The law was declared unconstitutional a fter a few months' opsration. It was not
aimed mereoly at the rew WRA resottlers who nuwber fifty-sevens It was intended
to strangle Arizona's prewar Japaness Amorican populatlon(qsz), many of whon make
a good living in the hlghly competitive business of vegotable farming. .

~ With only 17,000 young, unencumbsred, and fuirly bold Nisei out on their own,
the biggest and hardest job of resettlement rermainse The supply of young people
without dependents is not unlimited.s Early this year ths Army, which had pre=-
viously accepted only voluntsers,* decided to draft the Nisei, like Negroes for
segregated unitse. This now turn of events will draw off a fow thousand evacuees.
But the most difficult problems eare obviously the large families and the other
peoples Depending heavily on the well=known tightness  of the Tamily unit of its
evacuees, WRA believes that many of the young men and women already relocated
will soon bring thseir parents and small sisters and brothers outs Perhaps these
Nisei who are so aggressively Amorican themselves will not want their familie s

"#No less than 1,200 Nisei have already volunteeared from behind the wire fen=-
ces of the centers. Includ ing Hawaijan Nisei, the total in the armed forces in
January was close to 10,000, Some are doing inteclligenece work in the South
Pacifices An all-Japanese Amcriecan bhattalion did distinguished service in Italy,
w1th heavy lossas. 3 .



hﬁld behind the fencess,.

However, in WRA centers there ore hundreds of families with several young
children, none old enough to leave alones He is a courageous father who dares to
gstart a new life with these responsibilities when, at the center, food, shelter,
education, medcal care, $16 a month, and clothing are providede Farm feamilies
are often afraid to ot ¥eMidwest totry a totally new kind of dgricultures And
many feel thet they are too old to start again as day laborers. There are the men
who had retail, export, import, wholesale, commission businesses. The concen=-
trated Little Tokyos in California made possible a whole commercial structure in
which the Japanese provided goods and services for each other. Presumably there
will ba no- moroe little Tokyos to serve.

Bven if the evacuecs werc allowed back on the Pacific Coast +tomorrow, they
could not resdily esteblish themselves in the old pattem. -Quite apart from race
prejudice, the gap they left hed closed in two yearse Except for the few who own
land, they would have to build in California as paticntly as they now do in the
Baste They have bean more thoroughly d islocated then thoy realize as they think
nov’salxgloallv about Californiae B

‘No one ecan guage “how soon the prewnr un*villmgness to accept charity or
gav‘crnmcnt relicf déteriorates into a not unpleasant hebit of security. It .14
too ‘much to e xpect ‘of any people that their pride be unbreakeblés ~ Saze’ of the

old farm women who were “stoop labor" all their 1ives, even a fter the Nisei sons'

landholdings or 1loased acres bazcems sizable, have had the first rest in their
hista ye - Most of the old bachelors who had always - beenday laborers fra.nkly on-
Joy the securluJ of the cerrtor.,. % drosmmeh na :

-

i If the war lasts two. more years, and 1f WRA hss succeeded in flndlng places
for: 26,000 more Japanese Americens in the next tmonty-four montha ‘(and WRA hopes
to better that f1*u‘c), it will be n Joo wall dones That would leave some 45,000
in tho- r¢location cembérs, as continuing public werds, not to mentl on over 20, 000
at Tule Lake and the Department of Justice intcrnment campse; Whatever the fmal
residue s 25, 000 or 45,000, ‘it is cortpin that the : protoctive cbstody” of 194’2
and 1943 cannot: end o'therw:.ae than in a kind .of Indmn reservatlon, to plague the
consvom‘nco of Amorlcnns for‘ xmmy yen rs to comee : :

““HLITARY NI«ZCE.;SIhVr - "PRO’Z‘ECTI’VE CU STOD"" b bt BEo

Meanvhile in the coming months, and porhaps years, a series of ‘cases tosting
the constitutionality of evacwtion and detention, even suits for recovery of
property will coms before the higher courtse Verdiots of "unconstitutional," or
even eventual settlement of property claims camnot undo the records It is writ -
Jten not only. in military orders,. in Americon Legion resolutions, Hesrst headlirms,
“and Supreme Court atchives. It*is w'i tten in the lives of thouscnds of human be=-
ings, most of them citizens of U.Se

When future historions reviow the record, +they mey have difficulty rocon=
ciling the Army's policy in California with thet pursued ir Hewaii. People of
Japanzse blood meke up more then one-third of the Fawaiian Islamds! population,
yet no large=scale evecuation was ordsred after Pearl Harbor and Hickem Field
become a sghamblese Martial law was declared; certain important constitutional
rizhts of everyore were suspendeds - The Deps rtment of Justice and the military
authorities went sabout their business, rounded up a few thousand suspectss In
Hawaii, unlike Californis, there was no strong political or ¢ conomic presure de=
manding cvacuation of the Japoanese Americanse. Indeed, had they been removed, the
very foundation of peacetime Hawaiian life, sugar and pineapple grewing, would
have been wreckede General DsLos C. Emmons, who commanded the Hawaiian district
in 1942, has said of the Japancse Americens thre? "They added materially to the
strength of the area.®

Fa two full years tho Test Coast "military necessity" order of March,1942
has remained in force--an unprecendented quasi-martial law, suspending s small
mincrity's constitutional rights of personal liberty and freedom of actions Those
loyel evacuees who can take jobs in war plants in the East have reason to ask
why they are forbidden to return to California +to plant ecabbagese Mr. Stimson
and Mr. Knox have assurad the netion that the Japonese enemy is not coming to our
shorese. The Pacific Coast is now a "defense coumand,™ no longer a "a theatre of
opsrntions," in the Army's own terminology. Bach month the March, 1542, order
seems more unreasonablé.



Perhaps the Army forbids the evacuees to retuwn home less for -military rea=
sons than because of strong Calif ornia pressures and threatse The Hearst papers
on the Pacific Coast promise pogrons of any Japaness c¢itizen or ali en in permite-
ted to come homes  Now: groups like thé Home Front Commandos of Sacramento - have
risento. ery- " "They must stay out=s«=or slse." ' Tho Agsociated Fsrmers and the -
Califernis. urange thé American Legion ard the Sons and Daughters - of the Golden -
West reiterate the thpnm of or else. Politicians listen and publicity urge that
the despised mlnorlty be kept out of Californla for ﬁﬁe duratlon.

There are Cdlifornians who care about elvil 11berties and human: 1ustice and
see the grave danger of dontinuod quasi-martial lew,but they have difficulty get- . -
ting their side heard. The California CeIeQe,  the Ledgue of Women Voters, .and .
sogmonts of the church are all putting uvp a fight against continued "pratective
security." They work side by side with tho Comaittee on American Principles and
Fair Play,. ' a group that intlw es such distinguished Californians as President
Robert G. Sproul of the Unlver31ty of Califorhia, ' Ray Lyman Wilbur, -and Maurice
E. Harrlson. B : 2

Lieutenant Goneral John L. DeWitt, who ordered the evacuation in. 1942, - en=
couraged California’'s racist pressure groups when he said, "I don't care what
they do with the Japs as long as they don't send them back heres A Jap is a Jap™
General DeLos C. Emmons, who succeeded De Witt on the West Coast last September,
says very little. " He is the sam Generai’ Emmons who declded not to order whole-
sale evacuathn of the Japonese from Hawaii. . 2

The longer'the Army permits California ond the rest of . Pacific Ccast to be
closed to everyone of Japanesc descent the more time is given the Hearst papers:
end thelr allies to convince Californians that they will indeed yield to lawless=
ness if the unwanted minority 1is permitted +to returns By continuing to keep
American citizens in "protective ocustody," +the U.S. is holding to a poliey as
ominous as it is news ‘The American custom in the past has beén to lock up the
citizens who commits violence, nct the victim of his' threats and blows. The
doctfine of Mprotective custody" could prove alto&ether too convenient a weapon

in many other situationse In Callferrla,. a-—state with-a dong history of race

hatred and vigilanteism, antegonism is ealready building ‘against the . Negroes,

who have come in for war jobse - What is to prévent their removal to jails, to.
"protect them" from riots? Or Negroes in Detroit, Jews in Boston, Mexicans in

Texas? The possibilities of "protective custody" are ondless, as the Nazis have

amply proved.

. s e
P 1

Fortune, April 1944, copyrighszimenInc.
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