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I am £lad to dedicate this directory to the residents of Amache.
This is your bvock; I am happy to be included in it,

As we glance through its pages in years to come and our eyes fall
upon once familiar names, may we be reminded of pleasant assocla-
tions, In the time of prosperity, which it is my prayer will come
to all, may we also remember our days of trouble and take pride
that we faced our problems with courage and finally resolved them,
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“ James G, Lindley y
Project Director
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Jacob Gerrild, . . S e T T SR e L4 . . Welfare Counselor

Dr, Wm, T, Garstarphen e B it il Ao P Principal Medical Officer
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«Malda G, Campbell, . . . . . +.v & s Manufacturinp Superintendent
ehen -3, 'O aie ook Dt vy i e . e . . . .Chief of Agriculture
deler N UGmE b S o LTS T E s uipment Halntenance Supervi sor
Panl W, Newland, . . & . . . . . . Acting Fire Protection Officer
B 0 R a A b R e e w e e i STEEUrEpEUE T o
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PROJECT HISTORY

It wae on Aueust 29, 1qll-2 that the first contingents of 212 evacuees from
the lerced Asgembly Gentpr, Gglif‘ornia, arrived on harren desert near Grana.dn in
Prowers County, Colorado, not far from the Arkansas River, Thereafter, 4,492
evacuees arrived in eisht trainloads, at intervals of a few days, in the midst of
construction of the Center, TZlectric and water facilities and even mess halls were
not completed. The confusion was beyond description,

On Sentember 15, Y495 arrived from Santa 4nita Assembly Center nea,r Loe Argeles.
California., In six contingents, including the last "clean-up crew," 2 ,9L2 were
tranaferred here, making a total population of 7,567. They were acsﬂgms-d and dis-
tributed among 20 blocks which made up a strange, new community knowm as the
Granada Relocation Center,

On August 30, 1943, 35 persons sailed for Japan on the exchange boat, and on
September 15, 1943, 993 were transferred here from Tule Lake Center in two train-
loads,

A group of 125 from this Center were segregated to Tule Lake Segregation
?ea.nter dquring the same month, Due to closing of the Jerome Relocation Center,
wrlkansas, 530 evacuees moved into this community on June 21, 19ul,

Contrary to a normal community elesewhere in the country, thisz new temporary
eity, surrounded by barbed wire fences, had many restrictions and regulations for
ordinary business and opportunities for the residents therein, ZXowever, in order
to live as decently and normally as possidle under the circumstances, there were
many community activities to keep the city in peace and harmony,

The Administration, headed by Project Director James G, Lindley and his staff
of over 150, under the War Relgcation Authority, saw the importance of carrylng out
the democratic prineciple of community self-government in gccordance with Washington
rles and reculations, Conseauently, consultations with and advice from the leaders
among the evacuees were aconired, At the same time, evacuees, regardless of where
they resided previously, or if they were Christiar or Budihist, NVisei or Issei,
united into oneness ard began to walk on a road toward bullding a peacefvl communi-
ty, later known as Amache,

By Thankseivine, most of the necessary facilities for the Center were near-
ing completion, Accordingly, a need for setting up a definite pattern of self-
government became apparent, A Community Council of Nisel and a Block Managers
aggembly of Iegel were organized, Althousgh each organization had its distinet,
separate function and responsibilities, nevertheless, the predominant spirit of
sooperation and mutual aid with the Adminitstration were an influence in making the
Jenter one of the best among the Centers, Subseaquently, July 1, 1943, Administra-
tive instruction allowed Isseil to be eligible for the Community Couneil; however,
1t made very little change in the organization as both groups cooperated well and
wever neglected to work out problems which vitally concerned the residents, Series
of Joint meetings of both bodies were held whenever confronted by an emergency or a
iajor problem that required immedlate solution,

The cooperation of the residents with their leaders and the Administration
was well demonstrated throughout and the result showed that we had the most peace-
ful of the ten relocation centers, We are very proud of this accomplishment,

For education of the youth, there is a complete facility of nursery school,
clementary school, and high school, An especially beautiful high school bullding



was constructed, which included a large auditorium and library.

Fer Internal Security, besides a handful of military police stationed near
the front gate, there is an evacuee police staff under W,R,A, personnel to insure
peace and order within the Center,

For recreation, an athletic program to suit Nigei, Shibai, talent shows, go,
shogi; movie schedule in each distriet for everyone; flower arrangement, making
grtificigl flowers, embroidering, sewing, wood carving; and Japanese classieal music
drawing and penmanghip for the betterment of gportsmanship and culture are taught,

-n original investment of $25,00 by M», W, Ray Johnson, Chief of Community
Management, to supply candies, clgarettes and soda at the time the first contingents
arrived, has now grown into an orgsnized cooperative enterprise with investment of
$25,000,00 and nearly 3,C00 members. Through the effort of Project Administration,
W,R. A, made an expenditure of $35,000.00 to build a complete up-to-date building in
the heart of the Center, Under a most efficient managzement, there has been an ap-
proximate $400,000,00 business per year with ten percent patronage dividende re-
turned to the customers and six percent interest paid to invested members.

There are nearly 10,000 acres of 1land available for the Center and under the
Agrigulture Section we have vegetable gardening, hogs, cattle and chickens to fulfill
the needs of the residents,

For health protection, there is a hospital which will accommodate up to one
hundred patients, under the supervision of g Chief Medical Officer, There are
evacuee physicisane, dentists, pharmaciste, techniclans, optomebtrist, dletician,
nurses, and health inspectors to maintain the hospital, The residents fully realize
the importance and burden of the hospital professional service. They arganized the
Doctors XKoen Kwal to promote a health nrogram asz well as means to express apprecia-
tion to doctors and other outstanding workers,

The local Red Cross Unit of the American Red Cross has over a thousand mem-
bers who have contribut ed a fund for the assistance of the needy, patients in the
hespital, entertalnment of aged persons, charge of messages to and from Japan, and
to assist families for soldliers allowances, ete., without charge.

For fire protection, there is an efficient fire department under the super-
vision of a W.R,A, officer, not only for the fire protection, but preventive fire
education as well as keeping the community clean. Its past reccrd proves its
efficlency,

For information, the Granada Prioneer, under the Reports Officer, publishes a
bi-weekly paper both in Englich and in Japanese, It is distributed to all the resi-
dents so that they may be kept informed of the news and informatien that is of inter-
est to all, It publishes extras whenever news is of an emergency nature,

On January 2, 1945, a mass exclusion order was 1ifted by the Government,
making it pessible for all, excent a few excludees, to return to the West Coast
freely, It is apparent that W, R A, at the same time accelerated ite policy and pro-
gram on relocation of evacuees now residing within the Center, &t the same time,
the residents are making their own plans to relocate, and plans by the Administration
to llouldate the entire Center has become more and mcre noticeable,
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