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TYPICAL BLOCK PLAN
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Components of block units (facing page) consisted of 14 housing barracks most often divided
into four 20’ x 25" living quarters to house one family. Each unit also had a mess hall,
recreation hall and communal facilities.
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UNITED STATES
THE TEN WORLD WAR Il RELOCATION CAMPS

MAXIMUM
CAMPS OPENED CLOSED POPULATION
Manzanar, California 03-21-42 11-21-45 10,046
Poston, Arizona 05-08-42 11-28-45 17,814
Tule Lake, California 05-27-42 03-20-46 18,789
Gila River, Arizona 07-20-42 11-10-45 13,348
Minidoka, Idaho 08-10-42 10-28-45 9,397
Heart Mountain, Wyoming 08-12-42 11-10-45 10,764
Granada, Colorado (Amachi) 08-27-42 10-15-45 7,318
Topaz, Utah 09-11-42 10-31-45 8,350
Rohwer, Arkansas 09-18-42 11-30-45 9,475
Jerome, Arkansas 10-06-42 06-30-44 8,497
INTERNMENT CAMPS

Fort Missoula, Montana
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Lordsburg, New Mexico

Fort Lincoln, Bismark, North Dakota

Crystal City, Texas
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AN EVACUEE’S PRAYER

Give me, dear Lord, the strength to take
Whatever comes my way,

And keep me, Lord, from blowing up

In spite of what they say,

Give me a sense of humor, Lord,

And teach me how to smile

Though forced to trudge the hardest trail
For many a weary mile.

And then, if I can safely pass
Through all this time of stress,

[ pray, dear Lord, that you will keep
Me free of bitterness.

— Unknown —
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I STILL REMEMBER THIS DAY
JULY 26, 1945

[ recall that dreary day

The day I left for Poston way

My friends, my home, all standing still
Over mountain, hills, and dales

I still remember this day.

And on the trip we gazed around

But as the same headed for Poston bound
Long cactus and the ocean blue

All passed by as other things do

I still remember this day.

Desert sands and heat surrounding
Not a tree or bush astanding
Longer and longer the hours seems
Still riding to a place never dreamed
[ still remember this day.

Reached Parker safe and sound

Many people gazed around

Wondering where our destination lead us
Finally got there in a rush

I still remember this day.

Desert sand and heat surrounding

Not a tree or bush astanding

All at once the black barracks caught the sight
of my eyes

Oh how I wish I could be home down
California way

[ still remember this day.

May lkeda

Note: This poem was written when the author was 14
vears old as she experienced it.
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GO FOR BROKE

“Go for Broke” was the slogan for
A very special group

The most decorated unit

Always a fresh news “scoop”

By others oft called “buddah heads”

For purely ethnic reasons

These others soon showed them respect
Thru fighting they were seasoned

They made their country feel so proud

For the 442nd now

Was a well-trained, brave, and fighting machine
Before no foe would bow

The men and boys of Hawaii

Joined kin from the U.S.A.

Brought fear to the foes who faced them
Are remembered yet today

Our “budda heads” charged the “Kraut heads”
Drove Fascists from Italy

For wherever help was needed

There 4-4-2 would be

Now “Go for Broke!” is a phrase which means
“Hey man, give it all you've got”

We'll “Go for Broke!” to win this war
Surrender? We will not!

Virginia L. Hess Fear
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RECOLLECTIONS OF POSTON I

First family to enter Poston, May 8, 1942 - The Maeda Family of Imperial
Valley - Blk. 6

First person to welcome families into Poston I - George Fuijii
Poston was named after of Charles Poston (Father of Arizona), a pioneer
First born in Poston I - Toshiro Yoshida, May 16, 1942 - Block 35

First couple married in Poston - Mae Misono and Bob Fukunaga on
June 11, 1942

First Director of Poston - Wade Head

. First Poston Chronicle published on May 13, 1942

. First volunteer into U.S. Army - Charles Nakamura, Blk. 14

Total number of Draft Registers - 100

First major fire was in Blk. 6, November 16, 1943

. First funeral - May 23, 1942 - Mortician Harry Nogawa
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Japanese garden on construction site of Hospital
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Administrative Staff
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Block managers and other office staff members

Kaj Takenouchi, Fumi Okanishi, Tomi Nagata, Mary Eno,
Tom Sakai, Mr. Nelson, Roy Furuya
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Relocation Office

See Len Park (next to Adminstration Building)

U.S. Post Office

EVACUEE PROPERTY CLERICAL STAFF

Back row | to r - Lily Nagata, Shiz Sadakane, Aya Yoshida, Mary Kinoshita. Front row
-Amy Yoshida, Dorothy Obata, Akiko Nishimoto
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BLOCKS 5, 6, 11 & 12 Quad Girls Club

Reenoips
Back Row | to r - Kisaye Nakasaki, Phyllis Kinoshota, Matsuda, Pat Eddow, | Kathleen
Uyetani, _____,Mary Yasuda, Miyo Higashi, ; ,Jane Kato, Mrs. Murakami,

Advisor, Min Kato (G.l. visiting Poston). Club had a picnic for visiting G.| Min Kato.

BUREAU OF SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Back row | to r - Jyuichi Sato, _Hisa Fuji, Myrtle Sasaki, Tom Sasaki & baby, Alexander H. Leighton

l\\;‘lrs. Le.g:t_o:ﬂ,_Flarence Mohri, Elizabeth Colson. Frontrow | to r - Gene Sogioka and baby George:
amaguchi, Minnie Sogioka, M i i i Tl A ) )

Spice? gloka, Mary Kinoshita, Akiko Nishimoto, Scotty, Nishimoto, Spicer Baby, Mr.
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Poston Police Dept.

Poston | Fire Department
Fire Chief: Eichi Kuramoto
Captain: Jack Wada

Fire Department

Kiyoshi & Misako Shigekawa (former police
chief) with son Gerald (6 months old)
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Block 4 Stage

American Red Cross

Monument of Poston | Servicemen

Kazuma Katsumoto, Judicial Dept., later Chief of Police
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Relocation Office | to r - Harry Hagi, Lillian | Bessie Shimono,
Mary Kinoshita, ___ | Yogi Ezaki, Mr. Carter

Relocation Office Staff

b - b ...". m_._
Acting Block Manager and Staff
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Swimming Pool

Lifeguards




Japanese Garden near the Administrative
Offices




ey W :
‘_1 -.,, - | h

Tofu factory: Abura-age cooking
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Tofu factory: funyu press - extract funyu from cooked and ground soy beans
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Poston | Law Department Staff
Front row - Marianne Masui, ElImer Yamamoto. Second row - Yoshi Yamada,
Paul Murata, Hedy Kimoto, Rakumi Sasaki, Aki Sakuma. Back row - Thomas
Masuda, Ted Haas, Mrs. Masuda, Lily Yoshimi, Miwa Yanamoto
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Elementary School Auditorium
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Auditorium

Mrs. Robinson's 2nd grade class
1943-44

Elementary School buildings

Miss Huey's 2nd grade class
42 1943-44




Mrs. Robinson'’s 3rd grade class
1944-45
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Mrs. Robinson’s 3rd grade class
1944-45
Fathers and Daughters
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- Mr. Pevy's Sr. English social study class
Mr. Hajime Tanaka's core class

Kindergarten class, teacher Grace Manaka

Mrs. Robinson's 2nd grade class
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4th Grade, teacher Virginia Lee Hess
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Class of '43 - Senior Problems Class - Teacher Marvel Maeda
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First Sr. Class cabinet members. “W" '43

Mr. Ray Franchi - core Class - Class of '44
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L to r - Reiko Horiuchi, Hisako Nishioka, Arlen Eddow, Queen Pauline
Takahash, Yeiko Baba, Chiyeko Murase, Tomi Fukuda

Queen Pauline Takahash and Court

49




Bulldogs “C”
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Sophomore Class of 1943 - Teacher L. Patton
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Class “B" football team. Coach Al Kaniya
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Champion Bulldogs (1943-1944)
Center - Isamu Nishida; Tackles - Pete Sakai, Shigeo Oyama; Ends - Mas Kunimura, Teru Morinishi;
Halfbacks - Frank Hori, Carl Chikahisa, James Nakamura; Quarterback - Mas Kawanami; Fullback - Art

Omori; Coach - Robbie Ohashi, Joe lkemiya
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Blk. 6 Boys | to r - Robert & Fred
Kinoshita, _____ Yano, Jimmy
Sano

Block 6 children. Front row - Patsy Kuwahara, Toke,
Amy Sano, g . Back row - Mitsie Sakamoto,
Yano, __ Yano, Dorothy Omori

Block 6 Boys. Front | to r - Jimmie Sano, Cootie Kinoshita, Gene

Kinoshita, Dave Kinoshita, Gilbert Ogata, Jr., Jerry Kinoshita. Back row

- Yano, Fred Kinoshita, Masanobu Sakamoto, —
Toke, Kenny Sano

Kae & Kisaye Nakasaki
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Group of young ladies

Paul Higashi and Boys

Block 6
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Miyo Higashi & Erma Okuda in
front of water tower

Miyo Higashi & Aki Nakagawa in Block 6 Park



Setchy Kuwahara

Block 6 ladies

Block 6 Residents

Misako Ishii, Paul Higashi, Erma Okuda, , Miyo Higashi

Blk. 6 ladies. L to r - Mrs. Uyetani,

Mrs. Kuwahara, Mrs. Kinoshita, Mrs.
Ogata, Mrs. Omori

Blk. 6 - Lois Sano family and friends
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Block 14 Seniors

L to r - Mrs. Toshiko Mui, Mrs. Takemoto, Mrs.
Chiyoko Aoki, Alan Aoki 56



Grace & Lucy Ito Mrs. Seko, Aiko Seko

1943-44 Bulldogs “A”
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Kawashima family, Block 19 Quintets army send off

Block 19 fish pond
Poston | Motor Pool

Nakayama family, Block 19

Girl Scouts




Maryknoll Chapel Block 14 fellows
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Tachibana family. Standing | to r - Anne, Richard. Seated Gazebo, bridge and pond
-Mother Mary, Marian & Allen. April 1943

Block 14 “Yogores,” dressed alike by borrowing pattern for “Yanchas" of block 14
this outfit
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