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INTERVIEW
Mistory of the Tule Lake Union Church

As Told to James Sakoda by Rev. Kuroda

Pre-Organization Periode The first colonists to enter Tule Lake arrived

on May 27, 1942 It was not until the following month that a Christian reve
erend came to live with the colonistse On May 31, however, a group of young
people under the leadership of Tom Uyeno and Tom Okabe observed Sundays Through
Ted Waller, head of the Recreation Department, Reve. George Almond, minister of
the Tule Lake church, was invited to deliver the sormons

On June 2, Reve Andrw Kuroda arrived wlfh the people from Salem, Oregons
A moeting of leaders of Christian young people from various distriots was called
together on the 4th, and plans were made for the noxz;r:gai. The following Sunday
morning Sunday School was held for the ohildren. The worship service for adults
given by Reve “uroda attracted about thirty peoples In the evening Uonald Dodd
from a nearby town spoke to about fifty young peoples These first meetings were
largely voluntary in nature.

Another meeting of the young people was held soon after ;.nd Perry Saito
was chosen to handle the young pecple's service, while Mrs. Kuroda was selected
as the Sunday School superintendent. This arrangement was maintained until the

Sacramento group arrived in Tule Lakes

Organization Periods With the Saoramento {;roup arrived Rove. Igarashi and

Reve Tanabees On June 22, a meeting of Christian l;adorl was called and the ore
ranization of a Christian church in the Colony discussed. Some of the people
from Secoramento desirod to continue with their own church in their own ward,
leaving Ward I to Reve "urodae The latter, who was in charge of a community

N
church in Salem, was opposed to this idea of splitting the organization of the
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Christian churche. After some discussion the leaders decided that they would
have one ocm:u;xity or union church in the Colonye This was the beginning of
the permanent Protestant Church organization in Tule Leke.

Af'ter the people from Arboga Assembly Center entered the Colony a meeting
o2 all former church officers was ocallede Anong the Isseis the church orgme
ization in the Colony was discussed formally for the first timee One Issei
from a ‘resbyterian, especially, was in favor of retaining separate denominae
Itions- After some heated discussion the group voted to have a community church
rather than denominational churchese The group decided to have a steward in
oach ward, who would be in charge of nine blockse. The blocks in turn were to
olect a blook steward.

Nemos For the name of the frotestant non-denominational church in the
‘olony the designation "Community Church" was not employed because there was a
community church in the town of Tule Lake. "Tule Lake Christian Church" was
at first seleoted as a namey but as there was a denomination called "Christian

Churoh," the present name of "Tule Lake Union Church" was adopted.

llethod of Election. In deciding how the ward stewards should be chosen,

the lsseis desired to have the ministers appoint the ward stewards among thome
selvess NReve Kuroda, on the other hand, desired to have the people of the block
elect their own block stewards, who might in turn elect their own ward stewardse.
After some disoussion the Isseis were allowed to h\avo the ward stewards in their
own fashion, that is, by appointment. One minister suggested that all ward
stowards be former officers of a churche Reve Kuroda opposed this on the ground
that outside ties should be forgotten entirely, and the other minister's suggeste
ion was overruled. Subsequently, however, there has been no trouble concerning

the cholce of ward stewards.
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Pinedale CGroupe When the Finedale group entered the Colony, there were

Isséel ministers among the party who preferred to stay close to their own group
and retain their own denominational churches. On July 28, the second general
moeting of Issei representatives was held, and this matter discusseds Repres=
entatives «from the Finedale group finally accepted the single cormunity church
ideas On July 26, represontatives of the Christian young people, including those
from Pinedale, had called their office board meeting, and had accepted the
commmnity church setups.

Noard of Directorss The Tile Lake Union Church is controlled by a Foard

of Directors composed of eight Issel ward stewards, their seoretary and trease
urer, eight Nisei ward stewards, their secretary and treasurer, end twelve mine
isters. The ministers, however, have only cne vote among themselvess The chaire
man of the Doard is Revs Sasakis -

Objections to a Community Churche As was indicated before there wes

some opposition to the idea of doing away with denoninational churches. The
strongest objcotion seems to have come from Baptists, who desired to retain
their entity as a group. It is an interesting thing that their dootine, which
stresses ‘emersion, is considered conservative among theological circles. As a
group "aptists are pgenerally not in favor of mnnylibuil thoughts maintained
by some church peoples There was also some objection to a community church from
the ‘resbyterians. In their ohurch structure thefr have elders and deacons among
the lay churchmen, and only elders are allowed to preside at services. If

this structure werec to be maintained rigidly, it would have been necessary to
form a separate Fresbyterian churche One Issei Methodist minister declared that

his people (from Pinedale ?) desired a separate lethodist church. Although his
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objections werc overruled, an eighth ward was oreated from Plocks 56, 57, 68,
and 59 (?) and the Met.odist minister put 'n charge there, as a compromise.

Other Obstacless At prosent there is no uniformity in the proéodure of

conduoting services adop.ed by the different ministers. GSome like to be more
formal than otherss However, there ic no conflict on that swocount at present,
but there has been discussion among the ministers of appointing a worship come
mittee to work out & uniform procedure for sorvices within the Colony. Of the |
twelve accepted within the ecirecle of the lNinisterial Fellowship, one is Adjutant
Matsushime from the Selvation Army, and two others are not ordained ministerss
"isaghi Sano was the head of the Laymen's Christian Church, and there was some
objection to accepbing him as a minister. lHowever, the argument that as head
of a recognized sect he should be recognized on equal terms with others finally
prevaileds John Fujimura had quit the ministry for some time but was accepted
by the Ministerial Fellowship because his services wero needed by the Union
Churche The English speaking reverends = Reve urods, leve Zitegawa, and Reve
Tanabe == got along very well amung themselves, but the Issei reverends seém to
have a more diffiocult time adjusting themselves to each others

Ministerses The denominations of the various ministers are as followss

Androw Kuroda lethodist
Yonosuke Sasaki lethodist
Shigeo Tanabe lethodist
Isarm Nakamure Presbyterian

Fensabura Igarashi laptist

Daisuke Kitagawa Episcopal
Suenoshin Kawashima lgthodlst
Seiichi Niwa Yethodist
Isase Inouye Mof;hodilt
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Adjutant Matsushima Salvation Army
MTiseshi Sano Laymen's Christian Church
John S. Fijumura Former Methodist and Daptist

Congregations Reve Kuroda estimated that there are 400 Isseis and 400

~ young people attending the morning services held throughout the Colony.

Role of the Christian Church Within the Communitys Revs Xuroda felt

that the Christian Church had a definite role to play within the Japancse commune
ityes During the conversation it was brought out that Christisns on the whole
were more"progrouinu and more Americanized. Also, there were a great many
leaders among the Christians, while there were very f{ew among the Duddhists.

The Duddhiste also tended to be bsokm.rd and conservatives. It was pointed out
that Christians should serve as spearheads toward greater assimilation into the
Caucasian world.

liiscellaneouse Reve. "uroda seomed to lack confidence in'the number of

Christians in proportion to number of Duddhistse. In his own community in Salem
fifty per cent of the 1850 Japanese were members of his church, which he felt was
a very rood perocentage fbor a Japanese Christian Churche. lle was also proud of the
fact that the Japanese and Cauvocaslans maintained very pood relatlons with each

othere



