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The Christian Church in Tule Lake 

Introduotion. en refereno is made to the Christian Churoh i ule 

Lake, the j or Protestant denomin tions -- resbyterian, Ba tist, ethodist, 

Epi oopali n ... and a i' ew smalle r denominations are b in referred to. The 

C tholio Church, the eventh -y dventi ts, and the like are min rity ohuroh 

roupa which maintain ~otivities within their own little oirole. or this 

reason t hey will be mentioned later in a separate para raph. A si nifioant 

as ot of the Ch tian Church in Tule a e is the maintenance or a s i n ·le 

Pro t nt Churoh in a pop lation o r 15, O, 1 re or ,anization with 

l ioh none f the m·n1stera or members of the separate oh roh 1 probably 

had ever ooped with b fore. tate-wide oonferenoea have been or anized 

before, espeoially by the youn people, but these were temporary thering1 

usually not lastin over a week. To get a picture of this organisation, 

fir t a running aooount will be iven of th process o or ani zin this 

large reli ioua structure. 

evelopment. on Period. hen the first voluntary group 

of 447 rrived in Tule a e from orth ortland and Puyallup As embly Centers, 

there 1 s no Christian minister among them. Physical facilities for church 

services oonaisted only of empty recreation halls, with possibly a benoh or 

two. On ay 31, however, a roup or youn people, under t e le dersh p of 

Tom Uyeno and Tom Okabe, observed Sunday. Through Ted aller, head of the 

Recreation Department, Rev. Geor e lmond, minister of the ohuroh of the 

nearby town of Tule Lake, was i nvited to deliver the sermon. 

In the 1eoond large inoomin· group, whiob arrived June 2 trom Salem, 
1 

Oregon, and outlyi ng distriota, was a oertain Rev. Andrew Kuroda. J.s •• who 

interviewed him later, desoribee him in the followin manners "He was born 

in Japan and had received his ba i eduoati on there and had r ved hll 

le I nformati on Bulletin, J ne 9, 1942 
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theological trainin here in Amerioa. e spoke En lish with only a alight 

traoe of aooent. He seemed to be in hia early thirtie1, youthful, frank, 

~d obeerf'ul. There seemed to be very little Oriental about him, except 

for the taot ·that he poke ood Japanese. He talked to me in a friendly 

manner, and expressed many liberal views. e favored a ain le oomnunity 

ohuroh in the Colony, and felt that ard Stewards should be popularly 

elected, instead of being appointed by the ministers. His Japanese church 

in Salem had been on very f riendly terms with C uoa iana in that diatriot, 

and wa , in raot, sup orted by cauoasian ohuroh organi&ationa. e felt that 

th Christi n Churoh had d finite role to play in .the Japanese oonnun1ty1 

that of etterin Jap nese-Cauoasian relationship1."1 

flV• uroda called a moetin or young people fran vari ua diatriot1 

on June 4, and made plans for the following Sunday. a a result, !'or the 

ohi dr n unday School wa held. The worahip servioe for adults attraoted 

about thirty Isaeia. In the evening Donald Dod (?) from a nearby town 

spoke to about fifty:,oung people who attended the 1ervioe for them. 

Anoth r etin of the leader o!' Christian youn p ople was held 

1oon fter, and Perry Saito was chosen to handle the young people' ear i e , 

while s. uroda was selected as the Sunday Sohool superintendent. th• 

third Sunday after Rev. uroda arrived a definite 1ohedule of' ohuroh eer-

vioes was announoed in the Tulean Di patoh. By this time 1,900 people had 

fill d ard I, and be inning on June 16, pprox1mately 500 per ons from 

aller a A11embly Center be n to pour into the Colony daily. 2 Th follow-

ing aobedule was announoed for the week be inning June 21: 

1. 
2. 

Schedule for unday Servioe1 

9i00 a.m. Sunday School for all age1. rs. Andrew uroda, 
.. 

superintendent, will be in oharge. 111 take plaoe in eorea-

tion Hall · 408. 

1942 
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9130 a.m. Japanese s rvioes. ev. Charles arren, eattle, 

will be the gu st s peaker. To ta e plaoe in '17 a. 
10130 a.m. n 11ah services to be h~ld i n 17 8 with Rev, 

arren, e ttle, as guest a pea ~er. 

2:00 p.m. omen' s S oo i ety i 11 meet in 1 508 with ev • arren 

in oharge. 

7:3 p.m. Hi gh Sohool F llowship Meet ing. To be held in 

17 8 'th r. •L• hirr 11 s t h ape k r. 

7130 p.m. ost-high school group meeting ill b held i n 

-508. r. Bob Ye ton will be the p aker. 

edne day, J une 24 

7 30 p.m. J apan a pr yer meeti ng will be l ed b r Rev. 

A. • uroda in 6 a. 
rid y, June 26 

130 p.m. Choir praot i ' 2508. 

Up to thi1 po nt ohuroh aoti vi ti d b en voluntari ly. or ani zed by 

vari ou Chri ti n l eaders. I t not ntil people from aller a had oome 

in that aotual diaouasion of establishment of a ohuroh here a be n. 

Or anization P riod. 1th the aoramento group arrived two ore 

minister a Rev. I garashi, an Iaaei, and Rev. Tanabe, t he only iaei rev-

erend in the Colony. on J une 22, a meeting or all Christi n le dera was 

oalled and t he or anization of a Christian Church in the Colony disouased. 

Some of e people from. Sacramento desired to continue w1 th the i r own ohuroh 

in t heir own ward, le ving ard I to R v. Kuroda. The latter, vtio had been 

i n oharge of a oonmunity church in Salem, was o posed o t 1 i dea of s itting 

1 . u e 20 6 1942 
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the organization of the Christ n Chur h here. After some d1aous1ion the 

leaders decided that they would hav n 0011111unity or nion church in the 

Coloey. Thia was the be innin or permanent rote1tant ohuroh o n-

11 tion. 

For the week beginning June 2 , th~ fol l in o soh dul waa 

announoed in the Tulean i stGtoh. On the s~e Sunday t he uddhiata inaug-

ur t d th ir first aervioe. 

OL 

S rvioea this Sunday 

Sunday School hour 8cl5 - 9:16 a •• 

Be -inners { ·ea 4 t 5) 1 

ard O• l { !ay 1yamoto) 

rd 1 o. 2 ( aaako ·1yake) 

rd ... o. 3 ( ry ohid ) 

Pri ry ( a 6 to B)i 

ard o. 1 ( ose Soyejima) 

Ward o. 2 ( I annah · iyai) 

ard o. s ( ill nouye} 

Youths (out of t i ohool) 

Bld • 1408 

Bldg. 2608 

Bldg• i3l08 

Dld • 1408 

ld • 1260s 

ldg . :/18 08 

Dave Okada will e in charge of the Sunday Sohoole 

Churoh serV'ice ·ill be held from 130 t o 10130 in 

bui ldin ~ 2608. 

oru nm HIP o VIC 

All youths from to 16 · 11 hold their o combined 

unday Sohool and Church 1ervioe1 from 115 to 9 :3 • Read 

Churoh ·Sohool notioe1 for pl oe and led r1. 

913 to 10130 ( ea ~ and up). 2508. ev. George 

Almond of Tule Lake will preach the sermon with Rev. 

' 
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Andrew Y• Kuroda in charge or the servioe1. 

10130 to 11130. Issei uervioe. 2508. ev. ~naaburo 

I araahi• formerly of S oramento, will pr aoh the sermon . 

EVE I G LLO r I P no 100 to 9100 

High School ellowshi p. 1708. l iroshi l ane o ill be in , 

ohar • 

2608. om Okabe 

ill be 1n o rge. 

·VEEK-DAY CTIVITIES 

Issei 7 :3 p.m. 4:tV• ensaburo 

.·ara hi. dire otin • -~ 24 a. 

:/f260S . Rev . Andrew ~uroda, dir o'ting. 

I f yo wish to sit down, · l ease br ing yo~r own ohairs.1 

Aft er the people from Arbo a Aasembl C ter entered the Colony a 

meeti n of all former oh· roh o£fioers as oalled. Dy t his time several 

minlstera a been added to the nuo l eu already here. Amon the ss is the 

o rob organization i n the Colo y ia di sc s ed f ormally for the first t ime. 

o e lase~ a~resbyterian~ was espec i ally iu favor of retainin separate 

denom1 t iona. Aft r acme heated diaoua1ion the group voted to have a oommun-

i ty ohuroh raths r than d naninat · onal ohurobes • The roup decided to have ----- -- --- - -
a steward in each ward• who would be .i.n ohar e o..: n · ne blooka. The blooka 

in turn were to elect a blook steward. 

y this time ri wards had been .fillod, and Sunday Sohool opened 

in e oh of the five wards. •iner 

begun. or July. 12, the followin 

1. Tulean Diepatoh. June 27• 1942 

2e Tulean Di spatch, July 11• 19'2 

d t ons of morning ohuroh aervioe1 ere 

oh dule was 2 ounoed1 
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C IS TIAN CHU CH SERVICES 

8116 a.m. Coll ge of ife ( ·ea 19 to 24) 

9100 a .m. oreh1p in En lish (ages 19 to 50) 

9130 a.m. Juniors (a es 9 to 12) 

9:30 . m. I ntermediate (ages 12 to 15) 

9130 a.m. Seniors (hi sohool ~e) 

OcOO .m. girmers (a6es 4 to 5) 

rd 1 

ie.rd 2 

ard 3 

rd 4 

rd 5 

10100 a.m. Primaries (a es 6 to 8) 

ard 1 

ard 2 

ward 3 

ard .4 

ard 5 

8100 p.m. High School ellowah1p 

810 p.m. oung Peo le• Fellowship 

7:30 p.m. Bible Study 

Please br ing your own ohaira. 1 

# 2508 

.f/ 1308 

1708 

, 2 8 

f/-2917 

3217 

1117 

=#4418 

1417 

2917 

~- 3217 

1117 

j. 4418 

://-170 

:/f.25 8 

i ' 2608 

Rel i 1oua aervioes for the Issei1 were slower to be organized. on 
July l , they had the following aohedulea 2 

orship Serv1oe (10100 .m.) 

"Live in Chri1t" (10100 a .m.) ev. I arashi 

Plaoe. # 2608 • 

6 
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"Self D str otion and Self Protection" by Rev. 

ano . laoe, ,4 8 

"New Duty" by Rev . a ashima . Plaoe, , '1008. 

Bible Study (7130 p.m.) 
ard l :/(1417 

)lard 2 ~' 2917 

ard 3 1/ 3217 

'la r d 4 -/J lll7 

Ward 5 4/.4415 

, When the Pinedale group entered the Colony ( J ly 16 to 24), the Chrilt-

.· iana were invited into t h oircle oft e establialed Christian Church. Here 

a gain there were laymen and minister a among the inoomin 0 roup mo £el t that 

they s ould remain olose tobota~er and rata·n their om denom·nation 1 ohuroh••• 

On July 28, the s.eoond gene~al meeting or Ia ei re resent tivea of all Christ-

1an ohurohes in the Colony Yms held, and this matter of' type or orga~ ization 

was disouased. Representatives from the Pinedale gro £" nally accepted the 

idea of a s ingle oommuni ty ohuroh . On July 26, representatives of the Ch.riat-

1an youn people, inoluding os from Pined le, had oalled an o1ficial board 

meetin , and had accepted t he oonmuni ty church setup. S inoe inedale wa1 

the last large roup t o collle in, the s· n le connnunity oh roh had been aooepted. 

by all Protestant Christian groups within the Colony. 

or the name of the Protestant non-denominational churoh i the Colony 

the desit;natlon "community ohurohtt wns not em loycd because ' ere was a com-

munity ohuroh in the town of Tule Lake . "Tule Lake Christian Chur ch" w s at 

f'irst selected as a name , but as there was a denomination called "C riatian 

Churoh," the present name of "Tule e nion Churoh" was adopted. In JaP-

anese it was tr nelated "'l'ule ake odo yokai ."1 

l. C ll'iatian ewe Letter, Au ust , 1942. 
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Fr m the end ot July the Christian Churoh widened ita aoope of aot-

ivitie1 gradually. he population had beo ome practioally stabilized at 

around 161 000. In June choir praotioe had already been started, and th11 
1 

wae continued. The ohoir was featured at acme of the services, especially 

those held on the outdoor stage wi'en an outside cauoaaian speaker was avail• 

able. ome of the cauoaaian1 who spoke at suoh a service were Dr• Grant 

of Sacramento (July 26), Alfred Tonneu of Saoramento (Au uat 9), and Caleb 

Foot of Berkeley (August 16). The Christian Newa Letter, wee l y mimeo-

a phed sheet printed on one side in E glish and on the other side in Jap-

anese, aa started in the middle of Jul y. 

On July 26, the first meetin · or the Adult Youth ellowahip was helde 

This olaimed to be the first &roup of its kind organized on the Coast bf a 

Japane e church group, including those between the ages of 25 and 35, an 

age apan which inoluded only a small proportion of Niae11. 

nder the leadership of oao Takemoto, Christian ibeis were or an- · 

ized int o a disouaa ion group whioh et every Saturday ni ht, starting in 
4 Au ust. By ugust a o uroh loan library had b en started. 

y Aut,u t th followin ;') or ·a z tion of 'unday School classes and 

services for iaeis was eatablishe t 

'ORS U SERVIC ES D CLAS E 

10:00 a.m. Dr. Tonness will s eak at the outdoor 

stage. 

lOaOO a.m. orahip in .n liah. :/1-2608 . #4708, 4/.1008. 

O a.m. Be inners and primaries 

"lard 1 1417 Ward 2 # 2917 

l. Tulean iapatoh. June 18• 1942 
2. Christian N Letter 
z. Tuleen Dispatch, July 25, 1942 
4. Christian N Lotter, Au uat 2, 1942 

August a. 1942 

8 1 
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ward s 
ard 4 

ard 6 

4f5 7 

.1 1117 

1i4415 

· ard 6 

1 ard 7 

ard 8 

9 :00 a.m. Juniors. 13 a,:/14ao ,:(j!1oe. 

91 00 a.m. Intermediates• # 2308, JiLl 708. 

9100 a.m. Seniors. 1 2 08, ' 608. 

Col l e o Life. 408. 

0 1 0 p.m. Youth F lo :1s ip. 1,' 2508. 

8230 P• • Hi gh School el l owohip. =/i=l708. 

Ootober 2, 1942 

#4916 

# 7017 

# 58 8 

In the meantime by u ·ust 9, Isaeis hadalao organized services, bible 

study clas ses, and ~rayer ~eting n very ward~ The only xoeption was 

ard 11 whioh did not hsve a wo shi service nt il Au uet 16. l:he worsh ip 

sorvioes were held t i45 tleme, b.:.bl e s tu iee at 7 :30 p.m., end prayer 

me tin } on Jedneaday evenings• A ~ oman• Club had already been inaugurated 
1 and another meeti g ·- eld on August 9 . 

By eptem.ber 6, the Juniors were meeting in four plaoea instead of 

three, and the _I ntermediates in f our places instead of two. The evening 

liigh School F ellowahip waa meeting in two, pl aoe1 11111tead of one. ut evid-

ently t he maximum organization for the time being had been achieved. The 

population reached ita peak n September lO. F'rom then on the population 

be an t o shrink slowly but st _adilye hile moat of tiw out- oing embers 

of' t he Project headed for the beet field• ln Idaho and ·ontana and only a 

ha ' l of student• left tor eobool, it 1eem1 to have been the latter roup 

which aff ected the develotment of the Christian Churoh most. Several of the 

the o lo ~ioal students and other leaders left for sohool, leaviD.f) others to oarry 

on. Or otober 4, it was an ounoed that the ntennediate group would meet in 

only tv10 plaoea instead of four. . h ila the oausa of this 1hri n a e is unknown, 
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aJor Aotivit1e1 ( 1se1)• Be inners and Primaries. Sunday aohool claa1e1 

for ohlldren between 4 to 5 and to 8 ·a oarried on in the nur e school of 

ea oh ward• Two t eaohere re aaai ned to take .care of olaas. All of the 

t eaohera exce pt one were ·women. 

Juniors. There are three olas1e1 in scattered parts of the Colony for 

o ildren between the a es of 9 and 12. For these olaaaes 14 teaohera have been 

assigned, four of them be i ng men. 

Intennediatea. Claaaea for those between the a es of 12 and 15 are held 

·1n t o different plaoea. The t eachers for these olasaes re eleven. in number, 

four of them being men. 

Seniors. ·or t hose of high aohool age _Sunday school classes are held in 

two different places. All five teacher• o were nnounoed on Au ust 9 were 

men. 

Colle ge of Lite. For thoae between the a es of 19 and 24, "an informal, 

stimulating disou11 i on dealing 1th some of life's major problems" is held in 

one plaoe only. The d11ous1ion leaders are Dave Okada and ilbur Takiguchi. 

The number of membership in these cl aaea ha not been determined. On the 

w :ole t he size of the olass aeema to b emall and out of proportion o the 

number of claasea or ganized. On September 27, th re were only about six boy1 

present in the Coll~ ge of Life class, On the aame day about twelve irls and 

two boys at tended a class for seniors. The size of other olaaaea seems to be 

not lar er than fifteen or twenty. Th interesting point about the membership 

ia t h xiatence of a lar e ber of Chri stian youths h~ are willing to take 

leadershi p roles and the creati on of many leadership roles. 

one other interesting observation 11 the cha e i n the sex oomposit lon 

of the t aohi n staff aa each hi gher e roup is analyzed. ihere a t h s~lleet 
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