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The Christian Church in Tule Lake

Introductions When reference is made to the Chri;tian Church in Tule

Lake, the major Protestant denominations -~ Presbyterian, Baptist, liethodist,

Episcopalian -~ and a few smaller denominations are being referred tos The

catholie Church, the Seventh Day Adventists, and the like are minority church

groups which maintain activities within their own little circle. For this

reason they will be mentioned later in a separate piragraph- A significant

aspeot of the Christian Church in Tule Lake is the maintenance of a single

Protestant Church in a population of over 15,000, a large organization with

which none of the ministers or members of the separate churches probably ///
/

had ever coped with before. State-wide conferences have been organized

/

before, especially by the young people, but these were temporary gatherings
usually not lasting over a weeks To get a ploture of this organization,

first a running account will be given of the process of orgihizing this

large religious structure.

Development. Pre-organization Periods When the first voluntary group

of 447 arrived in Tule Lake from North Portland and Puyallup Assembly Centers,
there was no Christian minister among themol Physical facilities for church
‘services consisted only of empty recreation halls, with possibly a bench or
twoe On May 31, however, a group of young people, under the leadership of
Tom Uyeno and Tom Okabe, observed Sundaye Through Ted Waller, head of the
Recreation Department, Reve. George Almond, minister of the church of the
nearby town of Tule Lake, was invited to deliver the sermone

In the second large incoming group, whioch arrived June 2 from Salem,
Oregon, and outlying distriots, was a certain Revs. Andrew Kuroda.]. JeSe, Who

interviewed him later, describes him in the following manner: "He was born
in Japan and had received his basic educntion there and had received his

le Information Bulletin, June 9, 1942
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theological training here in Americas Le spoke English with only a slight
trace of accent. He seemed to be in his early thirties, youthful, frank,
and cheerfuls There seemed to be very little Oriental about him, except
for the fact that he spoke good Japanese. He talkod to me in a friendly
manner, and expressed many liberal views. [e favored & single community
church in the Colony, and felt that Ward Stewards should be populax?ly
elected, instead of being appointed by the ministerse His Japanese church
in Salem had been on very friendly terms with Caucasians in that district,
and was, in fact, supported by Caucasian church organizations. He felt that
the Christian Church had a definite role to play in the Japanese community:
that of bettering Japanese-Caucasian rolationnhiplo“l

Reve Kuroda called a meeting of young people from varicus distriocts
on June 4, and made plans for the following Sunday. As a result, for the
children Sunday School was helde The worship service for adults attracted
about thirty Isseise. In the evening Donald Dod: (?) from a nearby town
spoke to about fifty young people who attended the urv;oo for theme

Another meeting of the leaders of Christian young people was held
soon after, and Perry Saito was chosen to handle the young people's service,
while Mrse. Kuroda was seleoted as the Sunday School superintendent. 5y the
third Sunday after Reve Kuroda arrived a definite sohedule of church ser-

vices was announced in the Tulean Dispatche By this time 1,900 people had

filled Ward I, and beginning on June 16, approximately 500 persons from
Wallerga Assembly Center began to pour into the Colony dailye 2 The followe
ing schedule was announced for the week beginning June 21:
Schedule for Sunday Services
9100 aeme Sunday School for all agese lMrse. Andrew Kuroda,
superintendent, will be in charge. Will take place in Recrea-

tion Hall 4408,

le Interview, September 30.
2+ Tulean Dispatch, June 26, 1942 . d
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93130 a.me Japanese servicese. Reve Charles Warren, Seattle,
will be the guest speaker. To take place in #1708
10330 aeme English services to be held in #1708 with Rev.
Warren, Seattle, as guest speakere
2:00 peme Women's Sﬁoiety will meet in §/508 with Rev. Warren
in charge.
7:30 peme High Sohool Fellowship Meetinge To be held in
#1708 with Mrse EeLe Shirrell as the speakers
7130 peme Post~high school group meeting will be held in
#608¢ Mr. Bob Yeaton will be the speaker.
Wednesday, June 24
7330 peme Japenese prayer meeting will be led by Reve
AeYe Kuroda in §#608e
Fridey, June 26

€180 psme Cholr practice in 42608 ¢ :

Up to this point church activities had been voluntarily organized by
various Christian leaders. It was not until people from Wallerga had come
in that actual discussion of establishment of a church here was begune

Organization Periode With the Sacramento group arrived two more

ministers: Reve. Igarashi, an Issei, and Reve Tanabe, the only Nisei reve
erend in the Colonys Onr June 22, & meeting of all Christian leaders was
called and the organization of a Christian Church in the Colony discussed.
Some of the people from Sacramento desired to continue with their own church
in their own ward, leaving Ward I to Reve Kurodaes The latter, vho had been

in charge of a community church in Salem, was opposed {o this idea of splitting

le Tulean Dispatch, June 20, 1942

‘.’
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the organization of the Christian Church heree After some discussion the
leaders decided that they would have one community or union church in the
Colonye This was the beginning of the permanent Protestant church organe
ization.

For the week beginning June 28, the following church schedule was

annocunced in the Tulean Dispatoche On the same Sunday the Buddhists inauge-

urated their first servicee
CHURCII SCHOOL

Services this Sundul

Sunday School hour 8:15 « 9:15 ame
Beginners (ages 4 to §):
Ward Nos 1 (May Miyamoto) Bldge #1408
Ward Nos 2 (Masako Miyake) Bldge #2608
Ward lios 3 (Mary Machida) Bldge #8108
Primary (ages 6 to 8):
Ward Noe 1 (Rose Soyejima) Bldge §/1408
Ward Noe 2 (Hannah Miyai) Bldge #2608
Werd Noe. 3 (Bill Inouye) Bldge. #8608
Youths (out of high school)
Dave Okada will be in charge of the Sunday Schools

Church service will be held from 9:30 to 10:30 in

building #2608
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES

All youths from O to 18 will hold their own combined
Sunday School and Church services from 8:15 to 9:30. Read

Church-3chool notices for place and leaderse

9130 to 103130 (ages 19 and up)e #2608¢ Reve Ceorge

Almond of Tule Lake will preach the sermon with Reve
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Andrew Ye Kuroda in charge of the servicese

10330 to 11:30. Issei Service. #2508¢ Reve “ensaburo

Igarashi, formerly of Sacramento, will prcach the sermon.
EVENING FELLOWSHIP IiOUR =83:00 to 9300

High School Fellowshipe #1708 Iiiroshi Keneko will be in .

charge.

Young People's Fellowship. College agee #2608¢ Tom Okabe

will be in charge.
WEEK-DAY ACTIVITIES

Issel Prayer leeting. Wednesday, 7:50 peme “eve Lensaburo

Igarashi, directinge 2408,

Nisel Prayer lleetings Bible studye Wednesday, 7:30 pmine

#2808¢ Reve Andrew Kuroda, dircotinge

If you wish to sit down, please bring your own ohairsol

After the people from Arboga Assembly Center entered the Colony a
meeting of all former church officers was callede By this time several
ministers had been added to the nucleus already heree Among the Isseis the
church organization in the Colony was discussed formally for the first time.
One lLsseiyn a‘Presbyterian; was especially iu favor of retaining separate
denominationse After scme heated discussion the group voted to have a commun-
ity churoh rather than denominational churches. The group decided to have
a steward in each ward, who would be in charge of nine blooks. The blocks
in turn were to elect a block stewards

By this time five wards had been filled, and a Sunday School opened
in each of the five wardse Finer gradations of morning ochurch services were

begune Yor July 12, the following schedule was amnounced: .

ls Tulean Dispatch, June 27, 1942

2¢ Tulean Dispatch, July 11, 1942
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH SERVICES
8:16 asme College of Life (ages 19 to 24) #2608

9:00 asme Worship in English (ages 19 to 50) 42608

9:30 aemes Juniors (ages 9 to 12) #1808
9:30 aems Intermediates (ages 12 to 15) #1708
9330 asme Seniors (high school age) #2008

10:00 a.ms Beginners (ages 4 to 5)

ward 1 1417
Ward 2 #2917
Ward 3 #8217
ward 4 . $1117
Werd 8 #4418

10:00 aeme Primaries (ages 6 to 8)

werd 1 #1417
Ward 2 #2917
ward 8 #8217
Ward 4 #1117
Ward § f4418
8300 peme High School Fellowship #1708
8:00 pe.ms Young People's Fellowship #2508
7:30 pems Bible Study 42608

Please bring your own chairs. 1
Religious services for the Isseis were slower to be organizeds. On
July 19, they had the following sohedule;®
Worship Service (10:00 aems)
"Live in Christ" (10:00 aeme) Reve Igarashi

Place, #2508+

le Tulean Dispatch, July 11, 1942
2+ Christian News Letter, July 19, 1942.
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"Self Destruction and Self Protection" by Reve
Sanoes Place, #4608
"New Duty" by Reve Kawashimae Place, #1008,

Bible Study (7:30 pems)

Ward 1 #1417
Ward 2 2917
Ward § £3217
jard 4 21117
vard 5 $4415

When the Pinedale group entered the Colony (July 16 to 24), the Christ-
ians were invited into the circle of the established Christian Churche. Here
again there were Bymen and ministers among the incoming group who felt that
they should remain olose together and retain thelr own denominational churchese.
On July 28, the second general mesting of Issel representatives of all Christe-
ian churches in the Colony was held, and this matter of Uype of organization
was discussed. Representatives from the Pinedale group finally accepted tho‘
idea of a single community churche On July 28, repreaentativéa of the Christ-
ian young people, inoluding those from Pinedale, had called an of'ficial board
meeting, and had accepted the community church setupe _Sinoe Pinedale was
the last large group to come in, the single community church had been accepted
by all Protestant Christian groups within the Colonye

For the name of the Protestant non-dencminational church in the Colony
the designation "community church" was not employed because there was a com-
munity church in the town of Tule Lake. "Tule Lake Christian Church" was at
first selected as a name, but as there was a denomination oalled "Christian
Churech," the present name cf "Tule Lake Union Church" was adopteds In Jape

anese it was tronslated "Tule Lake Godo Kyok&i."l

le Christian News Letter, August 9, 1942.




James Sakoda Ootober 2, 1942
Tule Lake, California

From the end of July the Christian Church widened its scope of act=
ivities graduallye The population had become practically stabilized at
around 15,000¢ In June choir practice had already been started, and this
was oontinuedo1 The choir was featured at scme of the services, especially
those held on the outdoor stage when an outside Caucasian speaker was availe
able. Some of the Caucasians who spoke at such a service were Dr. Crant
of Sacramento (July 26), Alfred Tonness of Saoramento (August 9), and Caleb

Foote of Berkeley (Auggst 16)-2 The Christian News Letter, a weekly mimeo=

graphed sheet printed on one side in English and on the other side in Jap=
anese, was started in the middle of Julye

On July 26, the first meeting of the Adult Youth Fellowship was helde
This olaimed to be the first group of its kind organized on the Coast by a
Japanese church group, inoluding those between the ages of 25 and 85, an
age span which included only a small proportion of Nileilos

Under the leadership of Koso Takemoto, Christian Kibels were organe -
ized into a disoussion group which met every Saturday night, starting in
Auguste By August a church loan library had been atartod.‘

By August the following orgardzation of Sunday School classes and
sorvices for Niseis was established$

WORSHIP SERVICES AID CLASSES5 .

10:00 asme Dre Tonness will speak at the outdoor
stagee. -
10:00 aeme Worship in Englishe. 28508, #4708, #1008

2:00 aeme Beginners and primaries

Ward 1 #1417 - Ward 2 #2917

le. Tulean Dispatch, June 18, 1942

2, Christian News Letter

3¢ Tulean Dispatch, July 25, 1942

4, Christian News Letter, August 2, 1942

e Tulean Dispatoh, August 8, 1942
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ward 8 8217 Ward 6  $4915
Ward 4 #1117 Ward 7 #7017
Ward 6 @ 4415 Ward 8 45808

9:00 aeme Juniors. #1808,{480C, {2108

9:00 asme Intermediatess #2308, 17084

9:00 aeme Seniorse {2008, {4608¢

2100 aeme College of Lifee #24080

8300 peme Youth rFellowsiiipe #2508

83180 peme High School Fellowshipe #1708

In the meantime by August 9, Isseis had elso organized services, bible
study classes, and prayer meetings in every wards The only exception was
Ward 1, which did not have & worshlp service until August 16« +he worship
sorvices were held at 8:45 a.me, bible studies at 7:30 pems, and prayer
meetings on ‘‘ednesday eveningse A “omen's Club had already been inaugurated
and ancther meeting reld on “ugust 9.1

By September 6, the Juniors were meeting in four places instead of
three, and the Intermediates in four places instead of twoes The evening
ligh School Fellowship was meeting in two places instead of ones FBut evide
ently the meximum organization for the time being had been achievede The
population reached its peak on September 10« From then on the population
began to sarink slowly but steadilye While most of the out-going members
of the Froject headed for the beet fields in Idoh; and Montana and only a
handful of students left for school, it seems to have been the latter zroup
which affected the development of the Christian Church moste Several of the
theclogical students and other leaders left for sohool, leaving others to oarry
one On Qctober 4, it was announced that the Intermediate group would meet in

only %wo places instead of fours While the cause of this shrinkage is unknown,

1. Christian News Letter, August 9, 1942,
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the drop in population, especially of leaders, should be considered as a contributing
factor. The trend of the Church from September 10 on should be reconsidered
later on, and in this section wo shall be concerned with developments up te
September 10

Thus we can see the rapidness with which the Christians reorganized
themselves in the Colonye From the moment the first group entered without a
minister to lead them, leaders wore organizing the Chriséiun group into wore
ship services, fellowship gatherings, prayer meetings, choir practices, dise
cussion groups, bible study groupse With the coming of the first reverend an
organigation meeting was held to take in more leaders and more activities.
With e ch new group coming in organigzation meetings were called, and the next
step discussed was mapped out to bring the greatest use of leadership. But
it should not b~ supposed that everything went along smoothly and that organe
ization was achioved without much effort.

Obstacles to Organizations In each incoming group there were some

Christian leaders who felt that it was desirable to remain with their owm
group and maintain their own churchese Fart of this was probably due to a
feeli ¢ of sootionalisme Yhe Niseis seem to have accepted the idea of a come-
munity ohurch with all of the adjustments such organization entalled much easi-
_er than Isseis. It was among the latter that a great deal of discussion,
some of it quite heatod; +as carried on concerning the desired type of church
organigation. Among the Isseis there were denom'national differences among
the church leaders. The strongest objection to the commmity church seems to
have been raised by Daptists, who desired to retain their entity as a groupe.
It is interesting to note that their doetrine, which stresses "emersion," is
considered conservative in theological ecircles. As a group Paptists are gene
erally not in favor of many liberal thoughts maintained by some church people.

The Presbyterians also objected somewhat to a Bommuniby churche In their
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church structure they have elders and deacons among the lay church men, and elders,
for instance, are allowed to preside at services. If this structure were to be
maintained rigidly in the Colony, it would .have been necessary to form a sep=
arate Fresbyterian churche

There were individual differences among church ministers in their atti-

tudes toward a single FProtestant churche While seven of the twelve accepted

ministers were Methodists, one Methodist minister from Finedale especially ine
sisted on a soparate ethodist church for himself and his groupe Although his
objections were overruled, an qighth ward was oreated from Bloocks 56, 57, 58,

and 59 as a compromises and the Yethodist minister was put in charge there.

At present there is no uniformity in the procedure of conducting sere
vioe;l which has been adopted by the different minlisters. Some prefer to be
more formal than others. However, this has not resulted in any confliet, and
 there has been discussi.on among the ministers of appointing a worship committes
to work out a uniform procedure for services within the Colony.

Of the twelve accepted within the cirele of the Ministerial Fellowship,
it is interesting to note that one is Adjutant Matsushima from 1.:he Salvation
Armye Some discussion was held in accepting two others who were not ordained
ministers. lisashi Sano was the head of the Laymen's Christian Church, and
there was some objection to accepting him as a minister. IHoweover, the argu=
ment that as head of a recognized sect he should be recognized on equal terms
with otheraf/iprxl'ao]:a}hed. John Fujimura had quit the‘ministry for some time,
but he was accepted by the Ministerial Fellowship. because his services were
needed by the Union Churche Both of them, however, are referred to aé avange=
lists, while the others are called minﬁters.

It is interesting to note that the Englishespeaking reverends e=-

furoda, Kitagawa, and Tunabe == get along very well among themselves, making
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whatever adjustments are necessary quite easily. The other older lssei reve
orends find it harder to make some of the necessary changes in attltude.l
Uniform Wayse In analyzing the behavior of the Christian group,
thought should be given to the type of ectivities carried on in comparison
to what has been done in the past, ways in which new conditions have been
met, and activities and attitudes which distinguish this group from the Duddhists,
their reval organization. Some of these should be clarified better by ana-
lyzing activities historieally, tracing their development, while other probe
lems should be given a comparative treatment with the Duddhist group to obe
tain a better understanding of this groﬁpo
Organizatione The Tule “ake Union Church is controlled by a Doard of
Directors composed of eight issei Vard Stewards, their secretary and their
treasurer, eight Nisei Ward Stewards and their secreatary and their treasurer,
and twelve ministers. The ministers, however, have only one vote among theme
selves.s The chairmen of the Doard at present is Reve Sasakie. Under each
Wiard Steward there are nine Block Stewards, who take care of incidental busie
ness, such as contacting church members in their blocks. anh.wnrd calle
moetings of their Dlook Stewards occasionallye
In deoiding how the "ard Stewards were to be choscn, the discussion by |
church leaders brought out a Japanese attitudes Nany of the Issei leaders
.desired to have the ministers appoint the Ward Stewardses OSome of the others,
including Rev. Kurode, desired to have the pooplo‘or the block elect their
own Block Stewards, who might in turn eleoct their own VWard Stewards. After
8:.mo diléullion Igseis were allowed to have the Ward Stowards Qeleotod in
their own fashion == that is, by appointmente The Plock Stewards, however,
are elected by the church mermbers in the blocke One minister suggested that
all Ward Stewards be former officers of a churche This was opposed on the

ground that outside ties should be forgotten entirely, and the other minister's
1, Based on interview with Rev. Kurodae
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suggestion was overruled. Subsequently, however, there has been no trouhle
coneerning the choice of ward Stewards.

Facilities. 'Yost of the activities of the Christian Church are carried
on in various recreation hallse, At first there were not enough benches for
all attending church activities, so that scietimes more than half had to bring
their own chairs or stand upo1 The church in the meantime has procured some
benches and has brolen down the meetings to small groups so that it was une
necessary for most church (oers to bring their own chairss One of the excepte
ions is the Youth Fellowship group, which draws a large ocrowd of about 200;
and at these meetings those in the back have to stande For their Sunday School
for little children botween the ages of 4 and 5,and 6 to 8, they have proe
ocured the use of nursery schools in each warde On Sundays they have almost
exclusive use of the Music Room in {2608, which osntaine a piane, a phono-
rraph, and benchess This hall is probably the most desirable for church sere
vices from the standpoint of location and facilities. There are also five
pianos whioch belong to the community, which are available to all church groups.

The Christians have boen quick to organize and to sprenﬁ their scope of
activities, thus roquiring use of facilities before the Puddhists were even
organizede Tho exclusive use of the nursery schools by the Christians for
Sunday schools, for instance, when Puddhists have not broken down their Sune
‘day morpning services to small groups and hence dg not require a series of
small roams, seems to be characteristic reolationship between these two rival
church groups. So far there has been no confliet between the two groups
over the use of facilities because ohe Buddhists have not organized fuffice
iently and because enough recreation halls and messhalls have been available

for use by both groups without conflict.

ls Tulean Dispatch, June 27, 1942, and July 11, 1942,
Je Se Journal, June 28, 1942, and July 5, 1942,
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Major Activities (Wlisei)e Beginners and Primariese Sunday school classes

for children between 4 to § and 6 to 8 is carried on in the nursery school of
each warde Two teachers were assigned to take care of a classe All of the
teachers except one were womene

Juniorse. There are three classes in scattered parts of the Colony for
ohildren between the ages of 9 and 12« For these classes 14 teachers have been
assigned, four of them being men.

Intermmediates. Classes for those between the ages of 12 and 15 are held
in two different places. The teachers for these classes are eleven in number,
four of them being mene

Seniorse Yor those of high school age Sunday school classes are held in
two different placese All five teachers who were announced on August 9 were
men.

College of Lifee For those between the ages of 19 and 24, "an informal,
stimulating disocussion dealing with some of life's major problems"™ is held in
one place onlye Thq disocussion leaders are Dave Okada and Wilbur Takiguchi.

The number of membership in these classes has not been d;terﬁinod. On the
wiole the size of the olaai seems to bc small and out of proportion 4o the
number of olasses organized. On September 27, there were only about six bbyl
present in the Coll.ge of Life oclasses On the same day about twelve girls and
two boys attended a oclass for seniorse The size of other classes seems to be
not larger than fifteen or twentye The interesting point about the membership
is the existence of a large nunber of Christian youths who are willing to take
leadership roles and the oreation of many leadership rolese

One other interesting observation is the change in the sex composition

of the teaching staff as each higher age group is analyzede Whereas the smallest
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