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children are handled almost wholly by women teachers, the senior and College
of Life groups are le_d by mene

Worship in Englishe All of the above classes are held presumably for
those between the ages of 4 and 24« For those Letween the ages of 19 and 60,
Worship in English is held in three different placess These services are in
charge of the three English speaking reverendse When an outside Caucasian
speaker is avallable, this Worship is held on the outdoor stage with the choir
also appearings The number of attendants at these outdoor meetings has never
been large, perhaps two or three hundred. Some Buddhists come to these meet-
ings in order to hear the speakers

Fellowship Meetingse An interesting aspeot of the Christian Church are
the evening fellowship meetings held by young people of high school and college
agees Early in the history of the Christian Church in Tule Lake, fellowship
meetings have been divided into High School Fellowship and Poste-ligh School or
Youth Fellowshipe More recently the Young Adult's Fel lowship for those between
the ages of 25 and 35 has been starteds? The Young Adult Fellowship is a small
gathering of perhaps fifteen people of both sexes, on the whole serious in
natures Still more recently, a new Intermediate Fellowship has been started
for those between the ages of 13 and 16 Also ligh School Fellowships are
held in two places instead of one.2

Youth Fellowshipe The activities of the Youth Fellowship will be follow=-
ed more closely because this group offers a good Bompcriaon*with the Young
Buddhist groupe As was related in the developmental section, Christian Church
activities began with a spontaneocus meeting of Christian youthss These Sunday

evening mectings have always been popular, and at least half or three-guarters

le Christian News Letter, August 2, 1942, and Tulean Dispatch, July 26, 1942.

2¢ Christian News Letter, August 30, 1942, and Tulean Dispatch, September 12, 1942.
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of a recreation hall has always been filled with youths around the a.e of
twenty. At the present time, {2508 is packed every Sunday evening with young
people, so that many have to stend in the rear and a few even overflow out of
the doore There is a popular concept among young people of both sexes, even
among Buddhists, that fellowship meetings are interestinge JeSe notes in his
journal af'ter attending & Youth Fellowship meeting:
"In the evening I got my third dose of religion

for the daye All of us wanted to go to this one because the

speaker usually said something interesting and not too ree

ligiouse Then, too, it was a sceial occasion when young

people with like interests got togethere Eugene, Hiro,

Tony, and his friends were Buddhists, but they were present.

The girll"ut on the benches in #2508, and the boys propped

themselves against the walle There were more girls than

boys, and all of them decently dressed for the oooaaion."1
While hymns are sung and prayers given, the emphasis of the Youth Fellowe
ship program seems to have been on the speaker, who did not u;unlly speak on
religions Leaders within the Colony, speakers from the outside, and leaders
in the Fellowship group have spoken on such divergent topics as "War,"8 "rire
Haznrdl."1 “Art,"s and "couruge."4 Supplementing these from time to time,
hymnspiration periods, musiocal selections by talents within the group and the

like have been presented at regulazr meetingse

le Je Se Journal, July 5, 1942.

2¢ Jo Se Journal, June 21, 1942,

3¢ Je Se Journal, June 28, 1942,
4. Tulean Dispatoch, August 1, 1542,
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To coordinate the activities of fellowship grours from various distriots
a poliey of each group taking turn in taking char~e of the program for one
ovening has boen ad-pted.

The type of progrems prosented in the fellowship meetings, however, has
tended to be culturclly on a relatively high plane, Topics for discussion have
ineluded art and war, and musical selcotions have usually been classieal or
semie-glascioal,

Twilight Circles This discussion group for Kibels was organized under
the leadership of ¥oso Takemoto, 2 Councilman and a leader in community act-
ivitieses This pronp has a membership of thirty, and about twenty app-ar at
tﬁe weekly Saturday aight meetingse “uch topics as "The Funetion af fibed
Youth in Camp Lire,"z and "Colony Administrative Cysten"s have been discussods
Japanese language is spoken most of the time, but some attempts have been made
by embers to use nglish coouionﬁllv.4

"isei Bible Studye UVisei Bible Study meets only on Vednesday nights in
an apertment in Bloock 30, Compared to the rest of the lotivih;es for Niseis
and compared again to the activities of the *ssoia, this single Bible Study
group is an indication of the lack of interest in religion as such,

MaJor Igssel Activitiess 7The activities of the Igseis are characteriged

by emphasie on sermons and on the religious asrects of church activity. Fvery

weok in the Christien Yews lettor anvear announcements of the titles of the

sermon o be given in esch ward and also the chapters of the "ible to be studied

1. Tulean Mispatch, Anpust 1, 1942 and Christion Yews lettor, August 28, 1942,
% Christion Vews letter, July 21, 1042,
3¢ Christian Yows Letter, August 9, 1642,

4, Interview with Xoso Lakemoto, September 15, 1942,

\
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in the Bible ‘tudy Classes, In each ward there is a worship service on Sunday
morning, a Bible Study Class on Sunday evening, and a Prayer lieeting on Wednes-
day evening, Such sermon tonics as "Live in Christ,” "Self-Destruction and
Self-Protection," and "New Vuty" show the religious trend of Issei chureh goers.
These gro ps are evidently rather smalle In one Bible Study group there were
only about sixteen persons present.1 In comparison with the young people, the
number of Issei churchegoers seems to be relatively small, Rev.vKuroda has
estimated that about 400 Isseis and 400 Niseis attend the morning worship ser-
vicess This does not inelude, of course, the large number who attend the even-
ing fellowship meetings,

Minor Church Activities. Choir. Choir practice was one of the first

activities to be begun in the Colony, and it has been continued ever since.

The choir has been meeting once or twice a week for practices It has performed

at various morning worship services, especially those which were held on the out-

3
door stages

Christian News Letter . The first Christian News Letter wa: printed dure

ing the week preceding July 12 and has been printed and distributed every week
ever since. It is a mimeographed sheet, one side written in English and the other
in Japanese, Announcements of church activities, bits of news, short quotations
filled the sheet, To Niseis who were able to read newspapers from the outside or

the Tulean Dispatch, the little sheet had practically no news value, For the Isseis,

-

however, for whom there were no publications in the Colony written in Japanese, it
was a definite source of news, FHospital bus schedules, quarantine quarters, and

the like were inecluded in the Japanese side of the sheet for the benefit of the

le Jo S« Journal, September 27, 1942,
24 Tulean Dispatch, June 18, 1942, and July 28, 1942,
3¢ “ee Christian News Letter.
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Issel readers. DUiscussion of the sex problem in the Colony, porulation of the
Colony, food consumption, water supply, school plans, adult education classes,

1
change of address wer:c discussed in the Tsws Letbers The ".ReAs had prohibited

any publication in Japanese inside the Colony, but the Christian group had rone
ahead of their own accord %o print church notices and news in Japanese, and to
add other news of vitel interest to lsseis in the same sheet,

Church loan Library, A little library was started some time in July, and
books were lent for a fee of fﬁro conts a mont‘.h..2 1t was announced that £1fty
new books werc reccived by the 1ibrary through donations from the outside,

Relati n with Caucaesians, -robably the s'ngle charsaterictic of the

Christian Church that distinguishes it from the buddhist Church is the former's
relation with Caucasians, From the very first voluntary meeting s Csucasien
speaker wne obta neds Staff offieials and cutside Cauveasians were called in
vhenever possible to speak on various toples of interest, fven for some of the
Issel aervioos,‘ missionaries vho had been %o Japan and others who sould spealk
in Japenese were sometimes obtaineds® From Secramento s vhero many of the Cole
onists came from, speakers such as Dr. Orant and Alfred Tonness came to wvisit
the Colonye

These cornections with Cruocesians were not limited %o having them come to
speake Letters stating Caucasian sy pathy with the plight of the Japarnese here

wore frequently roceived.® D nations of money we 5, 915, 60 == mmerous

booke, hymn boolks, rusle sheets, mimecgreph mechine, ink and paper were also
reccived from time to tir\e.s ™ese words of srmpathy and donations probably have

their effeet in in®luencing the attitudes of the Christians, Aside from ocoa-

1, Christian Yews Letter, July 24, 1942 and July 31, 1942,

2, Christian News Letter, August 2, 1942 and August 30, 1:42, and

8¢ Tulean Vispatsh, July 21, 1942, "Ny, Chapmean Gives Telk in Japanese," /July 26,
4, Christian Yews Letter, August 9, 1042,

B¢ Chrietian News Letter, Aupust 9, 16, and 30, 1942,
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sional donatione, regular financial aid from outside ch.rch organizetions is
expected by the Tule leke Uniom Church, ascording to one reverend.

Pinances, finsce the W,ReAs has set a poliocy of not paying for the work of
ministers, they were facod with the cholice ¢7 working on other jobs of the
WeReAe besides ministerial work or accepting an income from among church members,

Fe Me in his Tule lake Mary has this %o say about a minister whom he intere

viewed and who is working in the Adult Fducation Depertment as a teacher:
"then I ercse to leave, s seemed to regret that I couldn't stay
to talk longer about the matteres € is torn between his desire to help
the people and his concern for his own “amily and the need to support
thems I would judge that, as a minister, he hasn't saved much on

which to live without an income here, He must worry about finaneces,

but he also wants to continue the religious worky for he seems %o

believe in his religion,”

With the help of regular finencial help from the outside, there are
plans to pay the ministers the wages rate paid in the center to professional
workers plus clothing allowances “or the whole family, which would probably
amount to about #30, .

At present a collection plate is passed around at most of the services,
and a "penny o“fering” is collecteds It is said that Tesels pive more than
Viseise |

Languages All of the teaching in church a;hools are conducted in T'hg-.
1sh,’ This use of the English language in dealing with Mseis is charastore
istic of the Christian Church,

1l Christian News Lotter, August 16, 1942,




James “akoda Ostober 3, 1942
Tule Leke, California

Vembership Characteristics. Leaderss For possible future reference the

names, religious affiliations, and places of origin of the twelve accepted
ministers will be given. .
Ministers:

Andrew Kuroda, Vethodist, Salem, Oregon
Yonosuke faselki, Methodist, Florin, California
Shigeo Tanabe, ‘et odist, “ecramento, Calif-rnia
lsamu Nakemure, Presbyterlian, Sacramento, California
fensaburo Igurushi; Baptist, Sacramento, California
Daisuke Kitagawa, Episcopal, Seattle, "ashington
Suenoshin Kawashima, Methodist, Loomis, California
feiichi liwa, Methodist, Tacoma, Vashington

Isane Tnouye, “ethodist, Hood River, Orepron

Fvangelists:
& Adjutant Katsuji Vetsushima, g Salvation Army
e
o msS "isashi fa o, Laymen's Christian Chureh, B

John £, Fujimura, Paptist and Methodist,
Besides these ministers, on August 9, there were one theological graduats,
and six pre-theological students
three theological atudento,/w‘wo took active part in or-aniging the Christien
Churche There were also sixty-one teachers listed on the ‘l’n;lo Leke Union
Church staff, -

One characteristic of the Christian Churech wien compared with the Buddhist
Church, is the lerge number of active leaders among the young peoples Vithout
these leaders spending time and effort in promoting the welfare of the churech,
the Christiane wold not have been able to build up the elaborate system that
they did.

One interesting characteristic of the Sunday School teachers is the overe
whelmingly large number of women in the lower grades, ~nd the large number of
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men in the higher grades, 'hat this phenomenon is due to is difficult to say. \\\\\
Vemberss An outstanding cheracteristic of Nisei Christiens is their .
Americaniged way when compared with the Buddhistss On the whole they speak
better ‘nglish end poorer “Yepanecse thon the Buddhists, Also, their attitude
toward sush things as culture and ocustom is one of attempting to maintain a
high standard of American wayse The manner in which they dress, in‘erest in
classical misiec, disevssion of art at meetings, are indications of their
~attitude, As one Buidhist put it, the Christians are more "higheclass" than
the Buddhists.
On the whole the Christian youths seem to have received more education
than the Buddhists, This is esvecially true of e'ue-tion on the eollege level,
In case of girls a larger percentage of Christians than Buddhists probably go
to colleges Ior the boys the gap between the two grouns is probably not quite
as large ac that for the girls., Because of the desire for higher eduention on
the part of Christian youths, several of the Christian leaders have left the
Projeet to study in eolleges and universities in the free zones For that
reason it is not surprising that in October one of the Sunday “chool groups
has been reduced from four to only two classces,
Because of the Americanized way and relatively f‘remxontc/c;::;tu with Caue
casians of the Christian group, the attitudes of these people are different
from that of the Buddhiste, whe hardly e -me in contact with Caucasians as a
religious groure ™ the wiole, Christians make an attempt to aprroach Caue=
casians on the Projeet and from the outsides They attempt to secure Caucasians
for speakers whenever poscibles, They are also willing to ascept what help they
con pet in the way of donations and financial aid from Caueasianse Christians
are usuvally proud of their Arericanized ways and their contact with cauoaliml./,w‘"

One other charmcteristic of the Christian is his extroversive nature, if
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that term may be useds They tend to be more';hoquand roseibly more aggressive
than their Buddhist counterpart. This trait is brought out first of all by

the large number of perrons who are willing to take leadership rolese The
rapidity and boldness with which the Christians bullt up their organizetional
structure, which, as one of the minicters termod it, was a "novel experiment,"
exemplify this characteristios The fact that the Christian Sﬁndny fSehool hai
set up an elaborate gradation of “unday School slasses held in many places seems
to indicate a desire to present an organization that ie welleordercd and ime

pressives The printing of the Christian News Lotter in Japenese as well as in

nglish at a time when Japanese lanpuage publications were banned in the Proje
eot apain seeme to bring ouvt this characteristic in guestion. The eagerness of
the Christians to expand their organization has given some Buddhist the ime
pression that Christians on the‘wholo are aggriscives This trait is evident
wher Christian and Buddhist youths are compared, but the same is true also of
Tssel participants in the two religions,.

Pvaluations !fuch of the material for this seetion was culled from the

Tulean Dispatoh, the “hristian Vews Letter, and several intervicws, Participa=-

tion in church sérvicon hes not yleldéd much information conecerning the dyhnnie
personal relationships, as the interaction between members in a ehurch service
is neither free nor spontaneouse Fowever, the group is tto lerge, too, to
follow closelye The size of the organization end- membership should give some
indication of the trend toward Americanigation. "he contrast of organization,
membership, and types of activitios of the Christian Church with those of the
fuddhist Chureh ghould bring eut difPerent sorte of adjustments by two groups
to the same situntion, The contrast in membership cheracteristice glves rise
to hvpotheses as to the cause of these traitse Lo people becore Christians

beeause they have these characteristiecs, or do they have them because they are
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Christians? Apart from these oonsldentionl', the Buddhist and Christian
churches are large orgeanigations ,whoa?hctivitiea reflect the behavior of a great
many reople, and may wield influence in the future trend of thingse Although
the chureh is too large a group to follow closely, its ' more cbvious activities
seem worth keeping an eye one

Completed Ostover 6, 1942,

Nata based on:

Tulean Dispatch

Christian News Letter

Interview with Reve Tenabe
Interview with Reve Kuroda
Attendance at a few chureh funetions

Casual conversation, Fy Ye's Diary



