
Tiill c -OP ~ :ovsI.~ T I TULE L E 

Pr i~inary eport 



The Co- o 

Int oduction 

'hat t e co op movement ·n Tule Lake is 

'hen the Tu e e r jec i; as first opene t e e was no provision 

fo the rar e ocation Aut10rity to run a store for the bene it o the 

co onists . T e esire of t e "ar Re ocati n A tho ity was to ave t e co onists 

form a consu s' cooperative and operate t eir own store . Fo the conven-

ience the esidents , however ,, it as felt im.pe ative to set up a temporary 

communi store to sell necessary a tic es . r. Kenda Smith as put in 

c arge of the Communi as it rras called. A t oug the Enterprise 

was in Smit ' s an s and not under t ~.ar Re o at ion uthor ty , it was 

unde stoo tat "t e existing net :JOrt1 oft e tenpora omn.u..'lli ty enter-

p ise no in operation on ce tain e cation centers bel ngs to the evacuees . 
consumer 

T is fund shal be pai ova in fu to the perrnanent/c ope ative associat ·on 

u on its 01 ganization. ul 

The ; a Relocation Authority was not allowed to ope ate a sto·re 

ivate enl,,e p ises fo the sale of r et ail goods an se vi es we e also 

p ohibite • r. Smith,, there ore , could not ope ate the sto e as a p ivate 

ente p ise on mo e than a . tern or ary asis . It coul not be tu ne bac to 

t e 1 ar Relocation Autho it r. T e nee to fo m a coope ati ye which wou 

ta . e ove the onnnunity ente prises was immedia e . 

' The significant policy of the 1 .a Re o ation Autho ity as been to 

a o rr t e a anese to ru the · r mm ffair s as much as possib e. Ea y in 

t e istory o t e - ;ar e ocation Autho i..,y to a ow consurne coope atives in 

t _e re ocation cente s ha beon ma e an off i cial "" Ol . y. 'rhi e t ere a"" 

dministrative Inst uctions N • 26 . 



much talk of self- government and allowing Japanese to take over as much ot 

the work done by Caucasian staff me hers , the Co-op ovement was the first 

opportunity the J ese had of ctually oontrolling their own affair completely. 

Ever since they had been in an assembly center, most of their needs had been 

taken care of by the CCA or the 
out • Japanes were in the frame ot 

mind of' desiring to get as much/of the ar Relocation Authority as pos ible 

at the time the idea of setting up a cooperative of their own was approached 

them. 

Another interesting aspeot of the Co-operative ovement in Tule 

Lake as that it was not set up to f'i ht can.petition of other business. 

especially big business , but was more or less forced on the Japanese people 

through the ar olocation Authority policy. The resulting anta onisma that 

were released, however, not only involved the ar Relocation Authority and 

the Japanese people , but also • Smith, while the Community Counci 1 also 

joined the enta. lement. 

B. Signifioanoe of the C p ovement 

le the study of the Co-op ovament in Tule Lake should reveal a 

great deal in terms of what aotually happened when the Japanese were given 

the opportunity to set u~ a consmner's co-op of' their own, the Co-op Movement 

seems to be valuable in ottering a good contrast to the Community Council. 

ile the Counci l is can.posed only of f·s is , Isseie are not al lowe to 

ta.lee elective positions in the community, thQ Co- op Movement was dominated 

from the beginning by Issei and had an equal representation ot Isseisand 

eis . ile the Council conducted most of its business in English, the 

Co-op employed the Japanese language as its main means of communication, 

except in its relation Wl. th the Caucasian staff. The Co- op was a bu iness 

organization, whereas the Council was a political organization. The Council 
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fUrther timulat di ou ion on th bj n1strator • 

the r settlement ot e oueea '¥ 28, 19'2 and not completed 

until Ju~ 24, 19421 the education ot e peopl in the oonaumer ooopera 
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