/7/ a,@a?‘d
BARE IV. COLLECTIVE ADSUSTIENTS 70 B0 RULOGATION CENTER ]

CHAPIER I. Swm STRUCTURE OF THE COMMUNITY
Iatroductione  The effort of this section is to dessribe some of the cute
standing features of the social struecture in the local commmity. Presumably,
the analysis of structures attempts to define the major differentiated parts of
2 total framework and to note the relationship which each part bears to the
reste All that is indicated in this section is the skeletal framework of
reletionships in the community within which are drawn the detailed designs
for living of individual persons and groups. ‘
pins b
The task of defining the structure of a releocation center commmity is,
l'untwtunahly, not @8 simple as is the task for an anthropoliégist studying a
| pre-literate culture, ar even of a sociclogist studying a long established
Hew England town; for the Tule Lake commnity is today only a few months old,
and one might almest sey that the community is as wndifferentiated as a new-
born infent and as equally lecking in orgenization. But the analogy exmgperates
the fact; there is a considerable residue of old habits of soeial relationship o
which have been transplanted or translated for application teo the life here.
What we do observe is that the new environmental conditions of the relocation
center tend to break down the order and direction of established relationships
among vagious groups and cause a process of reshuffling to start by which these
groups seek a more stable position then now exista, ’Mthornﬂ. under these
un-lul oond!.u-u of life, it is not inconceiveble that new conceptions of 7
p.upohuauuy, noneexistent or at least mmmt in other communities,
wcmhplwuwmuthulnw All this serves as a
warning ageinst accepting social structures in a relocation center toeo literally,
and points to the greater need of attention to the condition of flux which is
prememinently the characteristic of this commnitye S

™
In the process that is taking place, of establishing a new social structure,
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there appear to be two main factors which are, in a sense, operating es dialectial
forces. On the one hand are those influences which sre seemingly "ebjeotive”
:totho individuals of the commmnity, such as the requirements of the new geograe )""'{'
phic enviromment, the available physical facilities, the WEA and governmental o
policies, and the military restrictions, to all of which the people must adjust; !
on the other hand are those influences which may be called "subjective” and sre
_hoply ingrained parts of the individuals, such as their habite of action es-
teblished in former experience. The critical problem of the evacuees is that
‘th‘y must telescope into an extremely brief space of time the adjustment of
their "subjective" tendencies teo the "objective" requirements. Thus, the "ob-
jective™ pre-conditions of life in a relocation center set limits to the social
structure that may be developed, and they play o significant part in the adjuste
ment of evacuees, for immediate and conscious account of them must be taken.
Unlike the normel commmnity, opportunities for individual selection of the ene
vironment or of gradual adaptation to external conditions are extremely restri-
cteds It is this which camuses the relocation program to be a crisis in the
livea of evascuees. N
The CaugasisnmJapanese Relation; A Semi-Gaste Structure If the “untouchables”
of India, the Eta of Japan, and the Negroes of the South u-;wptulmphl
of outcaste groups, the Japanese in the United States! have not hitherto been a
p.rt of a caste structure. Indeed, under favorsble circumstances there hubnu
such free intercourse in soccial relationship between members of the two races
that not even the faintest semblence of a caste relation could be noted in these
instances. However, one may say that certain basic charscteristics of a caste
system, such as the hereditary distinction made between the two groups, were
latently present, and it only required the evacuntion to bring them more promi-
nently to the foreground.

The one fact, sbove all others, which sets the Japanese off in a lower caste-
uhmu that persons of Japanese ancestry, and they alone, have been

: 'O ¥ 17,
For the sake of brevity, all persons of Japenese ancestry, both citizens and
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subject to evacuation. At the Hearings of the Tolan Committee, the view wes
sbundantly expressed that most Issei and Nisei were probably loyal to the
united States, but it was the inability to tell the loyal from the disloyal
which wes & major factor contributing to the "military necessity" of evacuation.
l'c.olh but one illustration of this view, Governor Olsen of Califormia de=
clared at the Hearings:

e o o o« First, let me say, the distinction between the Japanese and the

Italian end German is the difficulty of telling who is who emong the

Japanese. I think they realize that. I don't believe that diffioulty

exists among the Germans and Italians.?
It was on the ground that, "We cannot doubt, and everyone is sgreed, that the
majority of Japanese citizens and aliens are loyal to this country. But the
innocent ten in this time of war will perforce suffer for the guilty one,"d
that the evacuation was justified by the Telan Committees On the other hand,
the seme committee recommended that, "They (a hearing board) should exemine
all cases of German and Italian aldéns on an individual besis."® There is no
appeal for the Japanese; the fact of their nationaleracial characteristics cone
doun them 40 the ewasuation conters. Whes the yealisstios swalens smong the /-
Japanese that their hereditary traits are alone sufficient to determine thﬁlrl
m.ﬂhmﬁdqthtttﬂmhnotm&-ﬂltdw
groups anywheree And it seems fair to sssume that the majority of the American
populace who have concerned themselves with the minority Japanese problem do
not question the justice of removing certain privileges from the Japanese, a
typical upper-ceste attitude. To be sure, the tradition of a ceste relation
between these two groupe of people is avseat, but the psychology involved is
similer in many respects.

The line of division between the two groups is well defined by the deroge=-
tory terms, "Jap", and "keto" (the hairy one), which each uses against the
other to deascribe his feeling about the other. Rhm“lh'mlnﬂnt‘

2polan Committee Hearings, Fourth Interim Report, p. 14l.
{Ibids,CpuntSiee Hearings, Preliminery Report and Recommendations, p. 15.
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'ap‘mhmtmmuw The term "keto", like the term "Jap",

& nonedigerininating reference to & whole group, and while it is epplied bl
gonerally to the whole Gaucasisn race, the refernecs in the Tule Lake Project
is specifioally to the white A-mm._. The term is primerily one of disdain,
but also of hate, and reflects acourately the hostide attitude toward Caucase
ianlihhhmtowmtb Issei sad Kibeis Their view is that if
;h-.rmmm-uhuunmmummg. it is merely becouse of the ./
stapidity snd ignorasce of the latter and the unjustified fooling of superior- 8
xvmuhmwmunumun. Among the Nisei the term keto is much leas
frequently used, but there hmmllquﬁlt&noﬂcn nade between the Whitee
Americans (hakujin) and the Japanese-Americans, the former being a group that is
more the object of resentment than of disdain or hate. The difference in the
attitude toward Caucasians between the Issei and Niseli is evident in many wayse.
It is evident in such an instance as when a group of lisel brought some of
their visiting Caucasian friends to the messhall for supper. One person there
whe knew the attitude of the chef in that messhall comented, “"Better not bring
too many white persons here. The chef (an Issei) doesn't like the ketoe He's
likely to (he'd want to) poisen them." The general Hisei attitude, on the
other hand, is one of friendliness to those Caucasians who will befriend them.
Three major Caucasian groups affeet the lives of the Japanese evacuees
most directly: the American public, the Army, and the WRA. Deceuse American
public opinion, especially of the Pacific Coast, influences the policies of the
WRA and controls the future of the Japanese in.the United States, the Americen
public has a distant but nevertheless sure hand in the determination of secti-
vities within the comminity. The strongest influence of the Amerigan public
upon the lives of evacuees comes through the fear of the WRA that any series
of disturbing incidents in the project might arouse strong adverse opinion
againgt the WEA administration of the projects and dislecate its whole propTan.
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For instance, the chief objection which the administration had againsgt the
farm strike of August 16 was the dangerous effect it might have on American publiec
opinion concerning the operation of WRA projects. Speaking before the City
Council two days after the strike, Joe Hayes, assistant project director, declared:

Suppose the militis had come out and fired a few rounds of sghots to disperse
the people; some persons would have been killed and many others would have
been wounded. There would have been hell to pay. The thing would have gotten
into the news just as the trouble down at Santa Anita did, and the one down
at Manganar. And the newspapers would have megnified the thing beyond reason-
able proportions. Do you know what I heard on one of my recent visits up to
Klamath? One woman came up to me and asked if it were true that the reason
beer is svercer now in Klamath Falls than before is that a lot of it is being
shipped into the project. We have to be eareful what we do here, for people
on the outside are willing to believe any story that sets around.l

Similarly, when Mr, Newhall of the San Francisoco Chronicle was scheduled to appear
at Tule lLake to gather M for a feature article on this project, Mr. Sharrill's

chief conoern was that the construotion orew strike was impending and that other
disturbances were all too evident in the commmnity.2 Now that the WRA has defined
its polioy of relocation and is attempting to establish work opportunities outside
the senters for the Japanese, it is especially desirable that a favorable view of
evacuess be created among the American public. During his last visit %o this project,
Dillon Nyer spoke before a speeial meeting of the City Couneil to clarify the new
policies of the WRA most of which had to do with relocation, and the burden of his
discussion concerned the need of cooperation between the people and the WRA to create
favorsble public opinion so that the relocation program might be facilitated.®

Nor is the American publiec far from the gate of this project; they are in the
hinterland of the community watehing it closely for any misstep that might be called
to account., Quite recently, three members of the farm orew went beyond the sone of
permitted travel to get beer at a tavern in Tule Lake. The consgtable of the towm
pioked them up and confined them up and confined them in jail until they were re-
leaged to officials of the Tule HDake Project. Ome of the three offenders repeated

Lysyamoto Document, City Countil Meeting, Aug. 18, 1942, p.5.

zluymoh Journal, September 4, 1942,
%§pesial Counoil Meeting, Dillon Myer on lNew Policies, Oot. 12, 1942
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the offense only a week or two after the first ineident, and was caught by an army
officer in Stronghold Imm a mile or two from the center. oshu-hanbnnuight
as far sway as Vedieine Lake geeking pine trees for the Labor Day floats. In con-
sequence, the Army and the WRA have changed the projeect area so that army guards
are now stationed at distant points on the highway to prevent further vagraney.
The need for such restrictions were not directly conceived by the Army or the WRA,
but rether developed as a result of pressure from people in the surrounding area.
The hostility of the loeal population, especially around the little town of
Tule Lake, seems to have arisen from the fact that the WRA took over land, from the
Ue 8. Reolamation Sefivice, which was meant for the veteraus of the first World War
of whom there are a great mumber in this region. Since some thirty or fortfy
thousand sores of extremely fertile land would have been given to these people
had the reclamation program developed as it was originally plamned, their feeling
of resentment at geeing this land used for "Japs" is perhaps undergtandable. Mo
ineidents of open hostility have yet been evidenced by the local population against
the evacuees---the presence of army corps, and the faect that the WRA is a govern-
mental agenoy, have been deterrents against such astione---, but they have taken
_ every opportunity to diseredit the WRA and the evacuee population here. Mr,.
Sherrill has been receiving letters from Washington whish originated in Tule lake
and were addressed to the President of the United States charging that the pregent
administration of the Tule Lake Project is incompetent and should be replaced by
stricter authority. Complaints have been issued that the “Japs" are driving farm
trucks at extremely high speed burning up preeious rubber and purposely trying %o
wear down govermmental property, that "Japs™ are "yoo<hooing"™ white g.i.rll walking
along the highway, that they are destroying game fowl illegally, and that they are
openly practicing military training with long staves in preparation for sabotage.l
Some of these acousations have been found true, but most of them are malicious
rumors without a shred of truth., Since a few incidents that are true give basis to

l1gsei Meeting, Mov. 5, 1942, p. 1.
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a thousend lies, the administration has shown considerable vigilance in attempbt-
ing %o ourb any forms of behaviow in the community thet might find poor reflection
in American public opinion. While the administration is acutely conscious of the
unfavorable view of the project current in the surrounding populace, the people
of the community who have little or no contact with that small segment of the Amer-
ican public are no more consoious of them than they are of the rest of the "keto".
The more significant American public as far as the evacuees are concerned
are the groups with which they are likely to come into contact under the relocation
program. Almost every student who has gone out on the Student Relosation program
Mhuomuﬁﬂucmhﬂwtiﬂom is likely to encounter on the
outside and especially at the place where he enters sochool. One young graduate
medical student who wishes to return to the University of Chiecago ledieal Sehool
where he spent several years of study declares:
Prior to evacuation, I wrote to some of my friends at the school asking about
the general attitude towards Japanese in Chicego since the outbresk of war,
They didn't eneourage me to return, not that they were afraid I wouldn't get
along on the eampus where gveryone knows me, but they didn't want to be res-
ponsible for anything that might happen to me on the street. After all,
there are a lot of irresponsible people arownd who wouldn't think anything
of beating up a fellow. I'm going to writg to Dr, Tashiro and find out
what he thinks of the situation there now.
: If a parson who has lpﬁ*ﬂtn yeers in a oity is concerned about the attitude of
the peoplle toward Japenese since the outbreak of war, one may understand the mis-
apprehensions felt by thoge who are entering a strange eity for the firgt time.
The same gquestion of the majority group attitude toward Japanese prevails among
those who go out to the sugar beet fields amd other outeide employment in the ad-
jacent states. Letters written to friends and relatives in the project by those
who have gone out to the fields on the outside are a favorite weathervane to gauge
public sentiment. The favorable tales of social relations between Japanese farm
workers and Caucasiens have encouraged the tendeney toward relocation, but it is
generally agreed that certain plsces, like Montans, Payette County in Idaho, and

others, are undesirable places to go to.

lnymto Journal, Nov. 7, 1942, p. 2.
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Personal conteets with the Ameriean publie is necessarily quite restricted
within the project, but it does contimue to take place, especially on the esonomic
and religious levels. T¢ is said that some of the business enterprisers of the
surrounding area, partioularly of Klameth Falls, have profited considerably by the
location of the Tule Lake Project in this locality, and there is g ubstantiation of
the point in the willingness of laundry men, local agents of mail-order houses,
grocery retailers, and others, to make the thirtyeseven miles trip to this center.
Contaots of this kind, however, produce little of lasting effect and is extremely
casual to say the least. The persomal relationships arising out of Christian church
aotivity, however, is much more extensive and intimate. In the early atage of
preoject development when no ministers from Tule Lake and Kleamath Falls volunteered
their service. At frequent intervals throughout the summer months, Christian young
people's groups visited the projeet to hold joint services with the young people's
fellowships in this community. On these ooccasione, the vigitors would be invited
into the homes of evecuees and entertained. Y

In the effort to improve public relations with the Caueaslan population in
the surrounding area, the WRA sometimes invites outside groups, such as the Riwanis
" and Rotarians, to visit the cemter and mix formally with the Japanese, On these
oceasions the role of the Jeapanese is chiefly that of entertainers, for they are
ealled upon o sing, dance, serve sukiyaki, act as guides on tours, and, in general,
pérticipate as public relations hosts to the Caucasisns. The visitors are re-
quired to pay for their dimners. While the relations under these circumstances are
guite cordial, very little interpersonal contact takes place, and the commmity at
large is relatively unaffected by them except in the attitude they may develop upon
observing white strangers driving around in large sutomobiles. The most permanent
and intimate contact with Caucasians is that carried on with friends kmown in former
conmunities who come to wvisit at the project, but these visits are so infrequent
and affeot such a limited portion of the evacuee population that their influence is
probably of minor importance.
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The American publis is thus e group whiech evacuees must seriously take account

of since its opinions directly affect the lives of Japanese in Amerbs, but because
of the restricted in‘hl'-porcmi contact with it, it has little comeretion in the thought
of evacuees about it.r(n- notes the hostility of Issei and Kibei, and even of many
nni. against thi- cpha-rul pnbuo whioh uppnrontly was a potent factor contribute-
ing %o the evacuation, but there is difficulty in directing one's feeling mgainst & ¢
popuhn that stretches the breadth of a continent. One way in whioh the Issei are
cblo to handle so large a unit in their thought is to oppose 11:" with another oqul.l\’
‘hrp unit, the people of JnM, and one suspeots that the feeling of idemtity with
J.pqmnmmmh-@m;. large portion of the Issel since their ar-
riveal hre s 5% Joast in pedS mulainadls by thedr need ¥ vent Shalr seosntud
through gome group large emough to cope with the American people as a whoh. Another
m of nvin; expression to their hoctinty is through action mimt M portha
of the Awinn people with whcm thc evacuees have contact, mch as tho alnnhtrm'n
persomnel of projects.| Among Nisei, who feel little or no idcntity with Japan,
1':!:' task of conoretiz the objeot of their resentment has been much more difficult
and many give up the effort and take on a fatalistic attitude about their situsfion,
" but others enter the hunt for the group or gohups in the Ameriean publiec to blame for
their present humiliating and unjustified position.

Qut of the need to think of the American people in some way or another, several
types of attitude have developed and prevail among the evacuees in Tule Lake. First,
there are those who hold a belligerent attitude toward the keto and would wreek vengeance
upon them, so they say, if ever they are given the opﬁortmity. Second there are those
who would prefer to avoid contact with the keto, at least to the extent that no
inter-personal claimg may be developed, for they hold in the back of their minds the
possibility that Japan and the Axis may win the war and they sghould prefer to side
with the winning nation, logt of the first two classes are Issei or Kibei, though
¥isei are not absent from the latbter category. Third there are the Nisei in particular,
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end some Issei and Kibei, who have in their past experience developed many friends
mthoc:unim.mmtcnmmmmmtbyﬂummh
ww.mmummmuuummmmnomm
who are thelyr friends and thoge who are the ignorsnt masees who persecute tis
Japanese in Americe. The latter are the object of resentment; or more specifically o
it is the vested interest groups, the leaders of the masses in the anti-Japanese
agitation, es well as the followers who are the object of regentment, Among this
class of NVigel are those who seek to enlist the aid of friendly whites in their
elfort to neutralisze and overcome the anti-Japanese movement, Fimally, there is a
limited nusber who, because of maladjustment or an umsual degree of Americanigation,
find themselves out of place among Japenese and therefore disdain the group of their
parental heritage and gseek to identily themselves rather with the White-imeriocans.

rbw.um.u.mummmw“;umem
Issel are categorically classed as keto, But the relationship of the Japanese evacuces
to the Army, and as well to the WRA, has been much more consretely defined through
recent exveriensce than %o the Ameriscan soclety as a whole, and strusturally their
relationship has been canalized differently than in the latber case.

In the eyes of evacuees, the Aruy is the ultimate ruler of their destiny,
the power behind all power which directs the puppet lives of Japanese evacuees. The
Army is spoken of as a single unified coumend, yot it is sometimes diffisult to ocon-
coive it as a unit, for there is the army that ordered and oarried out the evacuation,
mummwmmmhmm.‘mummm
threatens to imduct the American<born Japanese, and there ig the army that is
fighting the soldiers of Japane. In gendral, the ocontact of the evascuees with the
Argy has been indirect and impersomal, and their conseption of the Army has been
influenced by their experience.

The mogt direot contasct with the Army was had during the period of evacuation
and in the assembly centers superviséd by the WCCA under the direct eontrol of the
Army. Those who foumd the WRA relocation center a comgiderable improvement over the
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asserbly cemter were inclined to speak of their experience with the Army with re-
Soubled bitterness. It was not umocmmon in the earlier period of life at Tule Lake
to hear eriticisms of Gemeral De Witt or Gemeral "Nit Wit" as some outspoken persons
were inclined to eall him) and his policiess The fresh memory then of frequent
baggage inspections, of ocemssional resirietions newly imposed on the eveucees, and
of being herded about like cattle by military guards all somtributed to an unfavorsble
view of the Armye. Bubt even in the peried of the evasuation and of the sssembly
senter, direet contuct with the Army was relatively iafrequent for it was generally
ropresented by some eivilian agency which did all the "dirty work", and the Army was
rather cast in & fsverable light by the guick action it could take whenever problems
wore presented directly to its officers.

Any oriticisms that may have dwelt in the minds of evacuees during the first
phage of evecuation, however, has tended to disappesr with esch month's stay at the
relocation cember, for the faults of the Army seem to have beea eclipaed by the
faults of the "RA. Especially has this been true recently whea the difficulties
experienced by the WRA in prosuring goods for the project s led to congiderable
dissatisfaction and disorganisation within the commumity, and in this frame of mind
'mmhhmmumnmm-m'm'natutumm
situation, A% the height of digorganizatiom in the cormmmity in late August, peopl e
were heard %o say, "lot the Army cowe inj perhaps it will be just as well,"l Even
on the floor of the couneil, a counciluman who had ghown himgelf a leader in past
mﬁmm.mumnuwnmuuqmmhm.m
it would be betber if the army were to take over," and then, after a friendly re-
buke from one of his colleagues for such an extreme statement, corrected himself by
adding, "I meant to say that rather than take orders from c¢ivilians, I'd rather get
ordered sbout by the Army,"2

The favorsble light in whigh the Army sppears by coutrast with the WRA on
questions of procursment and organisation of an evacuated population is perhaps

:::a: labor Strike, Aug, 16, 1942, p. 2o
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matural, for a oivilian ageney esteblished during wartime and which attempts to
ocompete with war industires in the proourement of goods and for national adminigtra-
tive attention to their problemeg is at a considearable dissdvantege., . Shirrell
has repeatedly pointed out to the peopls the diffioulties of prosurement in wartimes,
and he declared at his first publis address on the problems of the project,

"One of the most diffioult problems we have been confronted with is that of

£ S T i e S T et e

aveilables u.l" t::'n:: of trnl;oyﬂhg ﬁu:?dltvhuh we m‘;‘

limited., The paramount conoern of the United States today is to win this

war, and war industries must take precidence over anything else in matters

of trangportation or of supplies."l
Dillon Myer stressed the problem of getting priorities for the WRA in ome of publie
statements here?, and the apology of the WRA for inddecuate supplies frequently ine
cludes the statement that this agenoy has no better shan an A-9 priority rating at
beste While these difficulties of proourement are being dimmed inte the ears of
the evacuees, however, they are in a pogition to observe the mirasulous power of the
Army in proeuring goods which are ostensibly off the market. The large sast irem
stoves, for example, which are a distinot improvement over the flimsy wood stoves
originally found in the apartments, were accessible only through the Army, a fact whioh
is froely admitted by the MRA. It is common knowledge that much of the food sent us
hore is procured through the Avmy quartermaster. Thus, the people are led to the
conclusion that the Army is an sbundant provider by contrast with the WRA, and they
feel themselves willing to forsake the freedom offered by the WRA for the promise of
sdequate necessities from the ecnmipotent Army.

Yot in another semse, the Army is recognizod as the final arbiter of the
evecuee's future. Under the immobiligzed condition within the reloeation center, the
people are acutely congcious of the idea of movement. A persisting wish which domin-
ates the thought of evacuees, especially of the Nigei, is the desire to be freed
from the restrictions of the project area. For the realisation of this desire,
however, there is always the need to gain permission from the San Francigeco office

Journal, Aug. 20, 1942, p. 2-3
25pecial Couneil Meeting, Dillon Nyer on New Policies, Oct, 12, 1942, ps 1.
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of the Western Defense Command, and there is, furthermore, the need to take ascount
of gomes which areprohibited to evacueee residemce by military restrictions. The
people who desire to relocete thus find their movement eirewmseribed by all marmer
of military restrietions, but mush of 1t seems to be acoepted with an air of helpe
lessnoss as if it were the inevitable lot of evaouees. On the other hamd, there are
these ovaouees, especially the Issei, who once having been temporarily relocated to
this center are loathe to relocate again., There is a current rumer in Tule lake,
one which has persisted since the begimming of settlement here, that the pecple of
this commmity will have to relocate again to some more inland point at a safe digtance
from the Pasifie Coast, Wr, Shirrell has repeatedly denied the rumor end presented
reasons to show its extrere improbability, but no smount of argument is edequate to
digplace the anxiety from the people’s minds. To Mr, Shirrell's reasoning the
people’s reply is that even the project director eamnot know the desision of the
Army, and they present @iroumgtantial evidemse to prove that the Army has other
thoughte in mind than to permit the Tule Lake Japanese to remain here. There geems
to exist a feeling, which is not without its justification, that if the evacuees
could place themselwes in closer eontact with the real source of authorityp that
much of the sompliestions in their lives would be removed, And the higher authority
1s not the WRA, but rather the Army.

As far as relationship with the small unit of the loeal militia goes, cone
tast between the evecuess and this body is so limited thet the life in the comw
mmnity proceeds almost as if the local army pest were noneexigtent. The soldiers are
prohibited from entering the commnity exsept on speeial duty, and the evasuees are
prohibited from entering the fenced-off arca of the army ensampment, Captain
Pattorson, head of the lossl militia who apparently has little love for the Jupanese,
seemg to have issued sirict orders to the soldiers that nosocial intercourse is to
be carried on between them and the evasuses. Ome soldier expressed regret that he
ecould not even exohange greetings with a Japanege girl whom he had lmown previously ,
but had to smd her in the prosense of the Captain, A few soldiers who are on duty
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anﬂmumhnmwhumn mhblylmlqmw
with the evacuees, but no other legitimate opportunities of social exchange existe
The somception of the military police in the camunity is that these "tough Texans"
hh%‘:m'“%hwﬂmﬂﬂthtw:mnmnmmm
oimnwdthnmulthnrﬂmmﬁ.bnmtumpofholuutym
wmu&r«nmotnwmwwn the boring life they must lead

in this outeof-the-way campe The Issei attitude toward the American soldter,

hm.qumewnum.hmmm““m
following cbservation of an Issei:

"These American scldiers are probably glad that the Japanese are here. It woul!

be erbarrassing for them to ambarrassing for them to be out on the field of

battle retreating all the time, Darashi i na. (How sloppy they are.)

But I guess it's & part of their dudy %o do this, although they don't 1like it.

They'd probably rather be at home, but it's their #uty to be here,"}

Tlthough the Army sontributes to the material well being of the community, its
influence upon the goeial enviremment is entirely restrictive. loreover, the flow
of influence between the Army and the ewvascuees is strietly unilateral, from the Army
to the evacuees. But the people recognize the authority of the Army and aceept it,
at least for the present-e-certainly, the attitude of the people toward the Army
is mach less oritical than toward the WRA, This point of view is elearly reflected
in the of't-repeated view of a certain influential element among tle Wigel, that the
only reason for aceepting evasuation is heosuse of the "military necessity" re-
quiring it.

The main relationship between the svacuees in the Tule lLake Frojeet end the
Cawcasian Americans is, of course, with the administrative persommel of the WRA
located here. From the point of view of the Isgei, the WRA persomnel ig indig-
tinguighable from the rest of the keto, and if the Caucasian Americmns of the

Paoific Coast are the keto who usurped the hard-carned possessions of the Japanese,

1
Nejima Wotes, July 17, 1942,
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the WRA Caucagians are keto who are profiting by administering a dispossessed people.
Mueh has already been said of the WRA; here we need only indicate the ghruoe
tural relation of the WRA to the evacuees. From the beg.mning tle WRA has emphasized
the policy of condusting the projects in a demoeratic way, of giving to the evacuees
all the responsibilities they are eapable of assuming. The evaucees were %o have
full self govermment in the establisiment and management of goveramental services;
they were to assume those positions in the WRA work corps for whish they were bes®
fitted. But despite the WRA's declared sympathy for democratic control and operati em
of the project by the people, the faot is that the people are so dependent upon the
administration for most of their basic needs and the supervision of all depariments
that very little acutal self government exists. This is a natural consequence of the
faot that the WRA adminigters the work corps and therefore determines work opportune
ities, and the maximum wages achievable, that it is the commissariat of food and
olothing supplies, thet it directs the extent and oonditlon of availsble housing
facilities, that, in short, the WRA administers directly over a wide and important
portion of the evacuees' lives. The WRA unguestionably has put forth effort toward
administering the project as demooratically as possible, but the actual nature of ¢ he
.rohtlemhip between the administration and the people which is nmecessarily the oute
come of the relocation situation is a direct contradietion of the democratic ideal,
Out of this relationship has evolved the conception in the coddmnity that the WRA is
the "provider" and the evacuees the "recipient™ of goods. A dominant philosophy that
hag characterized the community from the begimaing of resettlement 1s that the peopls
should try to get everything they can from the WRA, nn‘n.ttim whieh is oomparable
to that found among &k labor unions in their relation to employers. The administrators
of the project have been bitterly disappointed and disillusioned by the “"people's
unwillingness to assume more personal responsibility,” but as long as the adminig-
tration retains control of the purse strings of the community, it appears unlikely
that any increased awareness of persomal rupomibﬂtiﬂ.n can be oreated among
the people.
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The superordinste-subordinate relationship between the Caucagians and
Japgnese iz most acutely felt by the evacuees in their relation to the WRA persomnel,
for the relationship involves direct persomal contact. BEvery Japenese, even the
best trained and most experienced, is under the administrative comtrol of one Caue
casian or smother, and the unfortunate aspect of the situation is that in mamy
ingtances the subordinate Japanese are more capable than their superiors. Partioue
lJarly is this the case on the farm where any mumber of men experienced in the mana-
gement of lerge farms or were sucocessful operators of their own small farmg are under
the supervision of the Cauvcasian farm supervisor, A. R. Fallam, who has ghowm no
evidense of being more capable then the Japanese farm workers under him, lMany farmers
from Northern California claim to have known him when he was farming around the Delta
Region, and they speak with disdain of hisg lack of success in operating his wam own
farm enterprises. Cther comments about Kallam indicate the genmeral attitude which
prevails even today but was particularly dominant at first.

Comments were being made that water is needed in this patsh or that. These

farmers knew where water was needed. "rhese keto wait to irrigate all the

fiolds st once instead of doing one field at & Gime, These keto do the
culverts and diteh gates without testing for elevation., The diteh gates

might be at a point lower than the rest of the field where it's ineffective,"!

"Kallam goes ahesd planting without getting the irrigation prepared. The

cabbages and onions are practically all burnt because they didn't have the

water ready at the time of planting., Those shoots should have come right

up if they'd been watered right after planting, but Kallam dossn't plan

for those things.

"Fallam did not ecome out to the field today. Ne is very umpopular among the

farmers nowadays. They wish he were out of here., Most of the foremen agree

that Kallam is the downfall of the whole farm, and that he doesn't Imow how

o farm anything but sugar beets and barley. ‘Someone put up a turnip

gheped like 2 nude and wrote a tag on it saying "This is Kallam" and nailed

it on the wall, Remained there all w.’

Parmers blame Kallam for not being prepared beforeshand to harvest the arops.

He should have been vepared with shock nails, no;n. trucks, ete. They
say that everything is left unbil the last minute.

2risatomi Notes, September 2, 1942
Suyisatomi Notes, September 3, 1942
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Since the position of the evacuee farmers does not permit them %o compete
with Xallam for the same managerial office, there is no violent feeling of jealousy
about his superior position. In fact, most o f the farmers are inelined h/:::v at
that the project farm is not their farmm, and that they shouldn't work too hard or
assune much responsibility when they get only $16 per month wages. On the other
hand, they take a certain pride in their lmowledge and experience at farming and they
dislike working under ineffective conditions. Perhaps nothing would raige the
morale of farm workers more than to have their opinion consulted in the conduct of
the farm, but no effort has been made to organisze Qw‘?nmhu on a demooratic
bagis. The eriticism of farm supervision, of course, is not limited to Kallam alone,
but is also directed against Hudson, the marketing head, and Eastmann, chief of the
agricoulture and industry divisions.

In the medieal field where there is an acute consciousness of professional
status, it is perhaps to be expected that friction will arise between the evacuee
doctors and the Caucasian adminigtrator, and the only condition under which dis-
agreements could be avoided is through the choice of a Cauwcasian supervisor who is
unguestionably the superior of other dootors on the projest. One dostor (Japanese)
who had been conmected with a well-known hospital until reeently replied when he
was asked his opinion i of Dr. A. B. Carson, Chief of Medical Service in Tule lake,

"He's all right. But the trouble is, so many of the Japanese doctors are

superior to him in medisal knowledge. Some of them have had more training

and more experience. It's hard for a man in his position to command the res-
pect of dostors under him."l

It was following the difficulties of the Tki-Farada case and the propesal of
the WRA to transfer some of the Japanese doctors ta equalize the medical service in
the various projects, that the most pointed criticisms of thé Caucasian administra-
tion of medical service in this project developed., For some time, since the first
establishment of the base hospital, the Japanese dostors had been repeatedly re-
guesting, or demanding, certain equipment which they felt was absolutely necessary
for the offering of adequate medical service to the evacuees. When Dr, Carson left
the project for three weeks, accompanied by his -secretary and Dr. Tki, to set up the

—yemote YWotes, June 28, 1942
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base hospital at the Hart Mountain Project, Dr. Hareda was appointed tempowary head
of the hospitad, Fis first move was to requisition all the material which the
Japsnese dootors had been demanding for some time, but which Dr. Carson, for his
own reasons, had not submitted for procurement. For the requisitions to be ascepted
by the project administration, however, they required the signature of Miss Graham,
the head nurse, perhaps an arrangement made to cheok just such requisitions as
were svbmitted by Dr. Harada. The attitude of the Japanese dootors to this are
rangement was:

"It's an insult to have placed over a dootor. 7've never heard of

doctors taking orders nurges; it's just not done. How oan the nurse

or S0k & srtaia roquisitios gkt o g0 Wronch w bk C T

Although almost all the doectors on the staff here are Nigsei and undergtand
Caucasians perfectly well, such inoidents as these have ghlit the relation between
the Caucasians and Japanese on the medical staff berhaps as widely as in any departe
ment on the projeot. One dooctor charasteriged Dr. Usyama, who is saild to be one of
the best dootors among Japanese from the Bay Region, as "allergic to Caucasians."

. Another destor further enlarged on this points

"Dr, Ueyana is one of the bluntest fellows I've ever met, Te's absolutely

taoctless, and says whatever he thinkS.ecesvee Fo's pretty rude to the Ceue

cagien gtalf these days. He won't even speak oivilly to Miss Graham, the head
murse., Not that the Dr. is 1ite, but rather thet one can see his dislike
of Caucasians in his behavior."

One final illustration may be drawn from the problems that have developed in
the post office where some dogzen Nigei are employed under the supervision of lrs.
Wallace, the attrastive young wife of an army corporal stationed here. Considerable
disgatisfaction has been expressed in the cormunity as well as among the workers
about the lack of adequate organization in the office, Work assigmments have not been
properly made, the Nisei workers are too young and do not sufficiently recognize the

responsibility of their position, packages heve been lost and even stolen, and yet

Lityemoto Motes

2 fki-Harada Case, Sept. 17, 1942, p.5 end p. 5.
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irg. Wallace fails to impose striet regulatioms within the of'fice so that sueh
misheps would not resur. Reeofgnizing that there % a lack of trained persomnel
among the Wisel to operate the post office effieiently, the situation is not
improved by pleacing in the supervisery cepmoity e girl who is so young that she hergelf
does not fully realize the respomeibility of her position. According ¢o ad older woman
whe spent severdd months working in the post office as ex offisio hesd of the Wisei
workers, Mrs, Wallace still likes to have & good time horsdlf and henee is not strist
mammmmn;wmnmntm.mumm
Jitter<bugger and frequently is absent on londay mornings af'ter over-aexertion the
night before, and has only gradually come %o an swareness of how extremely responsible
the task of handling other people’s mail and paskages is, The disorgagisation in
the post office appears ¢to besame more and more asute, and the expectation is that
the Chrigtmas rush will snow under the delivery fepartment of the post office. A
fow of the older girls werking there now look with deepeir uwpon the situation,sand
deolare among themselves that onempeble Nisel with erganizational ability eould de
mach ¢o improve the ciroumstances., Recently, when the City Couneil asked Mrs,
Wallace to appear at thelr meeting to answer quegtions ebout the condition of the
post office, Mr, Shirrell informed hor that ghe meed not appe ar ginoe he hed not
beoen informed of the couneil's sotion, and instead raised her pay which 1s said teo
have been shout §12 6 o month, Some of the Nisel workers who have besn exerting
themgelves to keep some order within the confusion are a little upset to think that
Mrs. Wallace has had her pay inoreased despite her inability to organize the post
office effleiently.

The difference in class lovel betwoen the administrators and the evacuses
is especially emphasiged by the difference in wages. One bookkeeper in the finance
acoounting seotion was constantly demoralised by the fact that in the books she
keopt, young Ceucasian truck drivers getting $80 per week would be listed beside

Jupanése workers getting only $12, §16 or $10 a month. PEGEGHAMMATTMNSSwEELkIY, .



SOCIAL STRUCTURE

petting=oryr g2 ~$ 10 i g1e" W Heath. Professional Japanese

workers who were accustomed to getting hundreds of dollars a
month on the outside consider the $19 a month (plus, of course,
their basio subsistence) laughable, though, to be sure, nome

of them refuse to aoooﬁ their monthly penance. Their resent-
ment becomes most apparent in those cirocumstances when oriticism
is directed against them from their supervisors for their lack
of industry at their work. 8Said one young stenographer of her
"employer" :

"Mr. C. makes me mad. He kept me working until 5;30
yesterday evening just because he changed his mind about a
letter he was writing. I ocopied the thing five times.

Then he complains that we're not willing to work hard enough

and says all the Caucasian staff are working even on week-

ends to keep the project going. What does he expect from

us when we only get §16 a month." 1
Frequently, there is & feeling among the Japanese workers that
they are doing more and showing greater efficiency in their work
than is true of the Caucasians who are so much better paid.

Such diserepancies in the ability shown and the compensation
peid are, however, forgotten during the routine work day while
the workers pursue their tasks side by side with their super-
visors. Rather do these discrepancies offer another basis of the
general resentment against the situation in which the evacuees

find themselves, which get overt expressions of hostility only

1. Miymmoto Notes, Aug. 7. 1942.



