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~L GIOUS LIFE I~ TBE GILA CO ilTY 
. , 

S01:1e oonsid re.bl ttention s p id to tho m e'er of oligious croup• 

and worship at Gil • Naturally, oonsider ble further re earoh rriuet be done on 

this ubjeot. rial to follo is no~ oll orcnnized, ont ·1in as it docs 

infor tion d to reli ou roups, a. tti tudos, ouatons, o r monial 

observ oes, , nnd ri tu ll of :ioh taken to~othor o clearly 

indioaL1 e of th tre.nsplo.ntinz of cultural p ttorns fro J pan. So~o of the 

mn.toria.l to be o i dorod deals with the r: ttor of dootrine nnd doctrinal tonota. 

The Gil o unity 1 to.mo tr ru l ar e in tho . a.in 1hore dhorence to 

tho orme kno i J p is greater than :n y urbanised r,roups. Thi i r-

tioularly true t Gila whoro the Japanoso pattern re follo d with some exact-

noes. Reli o , e pecia.lly, is a static holdover from tho life these i 

· ~ew in J p • 
'• 

he result is that th community is predominantly Buddhist. It 

is estiruated that 80 per oent of the popul tion of the Gila Cent r ia Buddhist 

in roliGion although not overyon talc s aotive interest in tho Church. Thus 

th ~rinoipal religi ous &rou s to . e oonaid rod in this oo nity a e tho rnembera 

of the v iou Budd 1 t seotu. Christianity truces in the r nder of the 

oommunity, tho otivitio of tho Chriatian group to be delino tod in the pncoe I 
' 

.. to follo • there 1 dheronoe to Shint oi m on tho p rt of mo.ny of 

those ho e al ssed Duddhists . Beoauoo Shintoism is in aooord with the 

nation listio p lioies of Japan its praotic h o been bannod by th . R.A. and 

any moetin s th Sh.nto eroup y hold ro of course subros • There aro a ro 
follow rn O J.' the Shinto '£onriky6 definitely in th minority. It will bo roll to 

disou s individua.11:,. the organization and aotlv1tiea of the various rolic;ioue 

rot.pa t Gila. 

Buddhi m: 

here are & number or Buddhi t priests t Gila round whom the aotivitiea 
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of th t r libion center. So tar aa the dmini1tration 11 oono med, the reli iou1 

le ders of the co unity re not coorded any official position. Christian and 

Buddhist dignitaries alik are not llo d to be p id for their s rvioea as 

ministers. The dignitaries of all ohuroh a, however, oontinue to !Unction intb ir 

pre-evaou tion prof ions and draw th ir lnco e fro tho n ral populo.c , mon y 

b ing paid for v iou ervio s suoh as ddings .funerals, and the like, and by 

donations fraa th o unity re idont • It is specially tru of tho ddh18t 

leader and prie ta, that lthough th y have no position o fnr as the dminis-

tration is concern d, th y are ocial 1 er in the oo . ni ty, drawinc; oon idor-

bl r peot fro th r sidents and doin muoh to firm public opinio . and 

otions. 

Two prinoipal ddhist sects are r pro ented at Gila. The etron or is the 

Hongwanji or Shinshu, the most popular of the oot1 of J pan ee Buddhi in this 

oountry. The second is Zen Buddhism, a seat of oro phi loaophioal and ta-

phyaioal connotation l cking the general app al and more oonor te el ments of 

Shinshu. Hongwanji i a vationist denomin t ion. Its m bers b lieve in a 

oonoret aft r life whioh they ttain throu the eroy of Amida Buddh , he 

counterpart 0 1 Christ in Christianity. Shinshu o lls for ood works and a firm 

faith in tho effioo.oy of Amid tau 6.?ld offer to tho individual ostern po.ra-

diae a.f~er death. Zen, on tho oth r hand, i soot of contempl ation. ke 

1 t demands the good life and orks. Only throuch i vin to others o hapf)in ea 

b at t ·n d, b, unsolfi hn o and by th id ntifio t ion of ono' se l f th all 

, 

mankind. Zon pr soribe p'e oe and the striving to rd in rd 11 ht of and 

pa sivit • It does not offer immort lity f or tho individu 1 but rath r an identi-

fication with th oos os, a reunion with the infini int lli ~onoo of ioh man ia 

represent tiv • In order to att in this r.o l, oderation ie praotic d in all 

a p tite , or ven total batinenco from w n, liquor, and d licao1ea. Of the 

2. 
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ling e it do e to t individu 1 d offer-

ing him t g1ble promi e of after lifo. l'here are no Z n priest ng th 

Turlook group and only one ong the Tulare peo le. He baa following of a few 

members, tho rnor int lleotue.l Md sop i tio ted Is ei 1n that oo unity. Ther 

are ·evoral Shinahu rie ta. 

S nshu is subdivided into ovcri:u eta of it o m, the principal one1 

b inc; ea te 1 and a v atorn Sh nshu. The difforencos be n t em ·n the matters 

of dootrin ru· not rticul rly ol and s em to ris out o r QO. 1 

diff ranoe oomp bl to tho thodi t di ision 1 this country. Th t 

Shinshu eot 1"' th tron ~o t t Gi lo. c.r.d enernlly one t of th 

Paoifio Co t . On of t.e Duddhist priests, Rover nd Ila.ta, ha roe ntly fo d a 

new ct of hi o out or the rostern Shinshu to hioh s ct 10 formerl b loncod. 

A:f t r oma tiono.l d ynodio 1 strucc;l s in pre-ev ouat_on t_ o, Ro.ta 

Shinshu of t.."'i t and formed his o OQ ro ation. I t began 

to trongth t Turlock. It 1 11 £ree Shinahu" ohuroh. Hata 

1 A Gro tl re p ot d in the oo unity. Il in ista on forri 1 dignily and 

etique a.t all ti a fro th people ith om he de la. t of th Japan se 

evacuee e.r e.fraid to talk 'Id th him b of his r puted everity. He is 

re peoted and f ed but he rtily disliked. In pite of th1 . ane. s to k ep 

f1 hold on hie ccmgre ation and 1 truly influ nti 1 in d t ning ohuroh 

policy. 

In oh o p Buddhist ohuroh ha been et up in reore tional 11 

d aignated for that urpo e by t ComtlUili.ty Aotivitio Division. co tt e 

appointed by the pri at in ohar o was 1 v n tho t ak of rum! ahi tho churches 

w1 th onohos, ltars, and tho lik • ood s o bte.inod om th orap lum1 r 

pile and th r creation ho.11 r fill d rith pe1'1B uffioiont to ea.t bout 

300 p opl • rtition pl oed at the front of e oh ohuroh on th uditori 

side of whloh is tho a.l tar and th butaudan. The re r of the p rti tion oonsti tutea 
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a chancel or robing room for the priests in ohar e. In C p I an 8 -ye old 

Buddha figur has been placed in the butaudan, kept under look and key, which 

Unfortunately, I have be n unable to e. The altar i plain box- like truoture 

oovered over with a soarf of purpl and gold. lhe interior of th Buddhist ohurohe1 

are very plain, no other embellishments ha · been d • On the outside are 

bull tin boards announcing the services and the spe kers. A porch has boen built 

t the entrano ot both ohurohes w1 th a torii arrangement of curved, trimmed gable 

posts. e pattern i similar for tho ohurohes of both oamps. Wi regard to the 

physical etruoture of the ohurohoa themselves an interesting requo t s made of 

the ini tration by a group of Buddh1 t delegates. They ked th~t they be 

allowed to out a door in the side of the churohe for the exolusivo purpose of 

carryi the dead from the church to tho outsido. The request oannot be granted 

until the army engineers pass on the apeoifioationa of the buildings. The trait 

ie one noted among the tribes of E stern Siberia and else here nd ia expr eeive 

0£ the faot that the dead may not use the ame door a the l iving. 

The Buddhist (prie te) t Gila are ix . st of them in pre-eva.ouation 

daye w re instructors in the Japanese langu g~ ohools. Five are Shlnahu and one 

is Zen . Because of Rev . t 's bre with the established Shin hu sect it might 

b s id th t two Shinshu oongrec; tion exist t Gil in Carp I . Th other riest 

of the Shinshu denomination ar fairl w 11 unified and o rry on their ctiviti a 

with tiutual underst ding and gr me.at . At C p II , ong the Tulo.re oup, is 

Rev. Johi, tho Zen priest. ile hn. some following as mentioned above . At the 

moment ev. Oohi has rnet with som dist vor and has lost some of the me bors of 

his concreG tion. Reoentl , in disou ing the Don , the r turn of the anoeatral 

spirits, p rtioularly Vlith rei;o.rd to th Hig , the "oth r ide 11 of apirit.ual 

oxistonoe, he remarked th t the Gaut di d as the result -0f overeating of pork. 

Many of the listen rs re highly inoen ed at Rev. Oohi's "apostasy" and hav 
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somewhat boycott d hie ohuroh . Rov. Oohi hnr the Buddhist ohuroh with lie 

Shinahu priest • There ar no peroeptiblo difforenoes in ser ces between the Zen 

nd hinshu soot • 

In both churohoa aorvioes r opened with prayer and benediction. H~ na 

are sung usu 11 n J panese ooording to he J panese mu ioal scalo but so times 

hjII1I18 are sung in Engli h . Aiter hyon or two is sung . ehort e on follows 

del'vercd by the riest in oh rge . Another hymn fo llows and final benediction 

oonoluded by the three-time repetition by the oon r tion of "~mnu ida butsu . 11 

The Zen service omit thi response . The sorvioo is usu lly Japanese b~t ooca ionally 

a priest ill use Engli sh, especially if de lin ith youn~ people as in m etinge 

of the You c; ddhi st 'Association. Only one prieat , a Kibei .isei, us s En lish , 

justifying its use to the older and ~ore cbnservativ eopl e bys yin that h oan 
I 

roach the otm&er p o le more eaaily and havd&r ator app nl. is is undouut~dly 

tru. but it has o u ed some adverse comment. The ,, t;li h of thi priest is r o.rkably 

poor ho ver . Ile does not use c;lish when ol d r .1eo le r 

on the Sund :J voninc; a rvice for tit Youn '. dhis t ' croup. Tho rvice 

desoriued hore is very par llel to th t of y of the oote of Christia.~·ty. The 

Buddhists in thls counLry h vo m de conscious ffort to t y on a p r :rith the 

Chri ti churoho in or& iz tion, social oppor unitie nd :n services . T u 

socially. the Buddhi sts are an active gr oup s will b ointed out presently. 

One of the f o difference be oen Buddhi st anr Christi s rvioes at tho oonter 

is the fact th t tho formor does not lay stros on re pons i. gin , or re ding 

by the oongreg t'on. The churoh members in the Buddhist servio e take muoh less 

of an ctive part in tho perforrr.ance of the s rvioo than do the Christi oon-

c;re-ations . 

The office of Buddhist ~riest is quite simil to that of tre Chris ian 
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minist rs. They perform rites at births and funerals ; the perform marri. ~ s;and 

they a.re expected to visit with the m b rs of their oonGregations offerin& help 

and advice 1he re it is naeded. Ritual and doctrinal patterns vary of course, but 

in bon r l, the Buddhist priest's o fioe parallels that of tho Christian minister's . 

The priests of the corn unity ca oL be pu. d frorr . R.A. pay roll funds for their 

services, but they can solioit e.nd r ceive funds for the sel es and their 

churches. It is custom r J to offer the priest a gift of mono· for h' services 

nt a weddinc , .f'uneral, or other unction . Also soma of the wonlthior members of 

th community ~ivo money to endow ~ho churches. Everyone who is a oember of th 

church ·os som sm 1 contribution t o the priest t a·ious tirn s durin0 the 

y r. nis is for the ohuroh i~ elf, for im rovements to the buildin , . to. 

Out of such noney and endo ants, the Cam II Buddhist ohuroh i buying o.n 

ir oondit"onin· syntem for the church. piano is lso oontempl tcd. C1uroh 

f.inanoea are in the hands of a pr·eat. At Gil priesta of a similar denorninntion 

oooper te with eaoh other in setting up 1 provements for the ohuroh and in handling 

ob oh funds . Unlike Christian ohurohes, the priest has oolo authority ~n 

m tters pertaining to the elf re of the chu oh building itself. Ho thus is tho 

ohief di nitary a.nd advisor , He sometimes takoa counsel with the older poople 

in natters of ohuroh polioy und the dis os'tion of ohuroh one • L ;ymen do not 

usually settle the ffairs of the oh roh howovor . In the pre-evacuation d ys high 

f es ro often p id to pries l.. for thoi r functions in crisis rites, espooially 

fUnera.la. This a u u lly t"hc only source or inoome a priest h d . This patter n 

i beinr, follo Jed at Gila d 1 t a.pp ars t t the priests till be bettor paid 

Lhan all the other workers of the oonunity. 

Duddhiat ohuroh sorvioes are hold on Sunday. A different riest offioi tos 

at a mornin1; nd evenin, sorv1oe. he l tter service is de igned to reach the 

youn r people. of th oomnunity, a de.finite effort beinc nado by priest and Buddhist 
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op lo thin the bounds of th ohuroh. I h ~e 

h ard of aoti e proselyting in the oocmunity on the Joun eople uite 

oontr r y to t Buddhi t ttern in J pan. There oems to oxiet one the I sei 

the idea th t the ohuroh i one of the 1 st ti a with Japan. The ·· un peop 

7. 

are urged to keep this tie and to b otivu n the Duddhiat roupa of the community. 

It will be intere tin to noLe ho creat a d gree of suooesa suoh proselyting baa 

had, th fo a it has t n , to. Sunday 1ohools, ohuroh e tin s, ohuroh 

sooi la, eto. are s emingly d signed t o keep the youn peop le together within 

the ohuroh. Th predo inano of Buddhism at 01 1 haa b en f ully borne out by the 

r t interest on th p rt of t h youn people n the sooi 1 a p ts of the 

r l igious life . To keep t~is up th y f lock to the ohuroh on Sundays in l r e 

numhers, so thin they did not do in the pro-ov ouation period so I h v be n 

told . 

It h a b n m ntioned th t t ho uddhiat pr· ats ooo py a le din ooi 1 

oai ti on in th oo unity amon the Isa 1 . I t is ous to ry for a pri st, when asked 

to aot in so e function, to bri his wife l on to :ni tor to the ne d of 

the fomal e m ber of th f ily oono rned. In o e o otsuya, th Japnnes 

a, th pri t's wife ooo paniea her husband and aota as an nt of oon-

ol tion in some o a s. ot ll pri at t e their wi~es nth them. Rev. n ta 

d Rev. t ur , how ver, are usu lly aooompanied by thoir wives when they make 

visits f or otsuya, tho only function outside o actual ohuroh dmini steri 

th t th priests have as yet perfo ed. A kind of Ladies' Auxiliary, o mposed 

ot t h wive of the priest and l aders of the Buddhi t oo nunity, moeta on 

i nfonn 1 ooo eion for 0 1 ipi ng, sewin and ke visits in th ooimnunity. 

hi s or anization, howover, s not a part of the pro r . or 1th r the Duddhist 

churo r the inietr tion1 it meet info ally nd mbership , I thcr, 1 

r estricted to t e l d n uddhist Iaaei ladioa or the oornmunity. 
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The priests ' vea and the wives of the more outstanding Buddhist individuals, 

usu lly Iasel , te oh in the Buddhist Sunday School. Thie is a 11- or an1 zed 

institution dosicned to kee~ tho oh l dren and oung people i n t he ohuroh. Thi s 

1 s npp rently an 1lll ri c i nnovation . Such institutions do not occur in tho idea l 

udd' ist situ tion n Japan. Y unc people throug 1 hi ,h school nee attend the 

u dhist und y Schools, hioh meet before tho aotunl service on SUnda mornings . 

Ther is no otual t chinb in the rio Sundo.:J School sense . uoh chi l d 

l ou.rn vors n Jap so rep ul a be ore th pri t or fe al to oher . The 

pr e t bl the childr n d hymn i sun • tar tho ervic o. th Sund y 

~chool , lo.stin bout l nutos , tho ot-u 1 vunday sorvico for all Buddhists 

begins. In the evenin1 a a mootinc of tn so-c lled Y.B •• , Young Duddhi ts ' 

A aociation t u.kes pl c • This is r r;ul church s rvioo follo tine; tho p ttern 

of the mornin service . U ually , differ nt priest officiates th n in th onrl.ng 

prob bl to llo every priest opportunity to exoroi his profession. Th 

Y. B. • i just getting 11 organiz d t Gila. Social evening h v been 

ed, ontert in the J panese ner , with individuals reoi tin > and 

sineing songs, l ys, etc . one of this i o roliciou nature but it ls lioved 

i mport t in r or tio of th , oung peo l (;. nd in pinr t hera u i tad ui th t e 

church. 'i'he Y. B. does no t huv d co~ t .Arr.eric 1 , this 1:e :fng ~h 

onl deviation from th t;wio l rioa.n social p ttern . Thar ar t:;omea .. plnys, 

r freshmont , d f llov, hi t; t - togothers pl ned by thi s g r oup . 

~ Tho Buddhist I a i r ther acor ontert nt sponsored in the name o 

tho Buddhist ohuroh. hey r o content to find h t rucro tio they do nllo 

elsewhere. h y do fool i t ossenti l , ho / ver , that tho younger peopl o uae the 

church a s lllO ns o so cial expression thus id ntifying th m elv s with t hei r 

o Duddhist gro P• It 'IOuld h ve boon more oorreotly stated that the s ei do 

not think or themsel ves s drnwinG any recreati on f r om the Duddhist ohuroh . 
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otu lly,although there is no ore ized Issei Buddhist group , entertainments are 

provided th1·ough tho church whioh offer recreation to Is oi and Uisei alike. The 

dodio tion servioos whioh took pl oe after the opening of the two Buddhist churches 

in the center re oause for consider ble festivity for all gr oups. 

The Duddhi st ohuroh in C p I a opened offioially on Soptembor 13, 1942 

bou three e k after it ho.d been set aide as a ohuroh and service had lready 

taken place in it . The d dioation of the ohuroh was cala affair in W'lioh nearly 

every Buddhist of' C p Ip rtioipated. The Bu 'dhists fro C p II wore not allowed 

to come bee ua of ina<l quo.to ti•o.nsportation faoili tioa and the oonflioting rules 

of' the militnry. But the thre Budd at priests then in C I did oomo ti th their 

f iliea, tho inistration providing oars for thom. o ~ornin· servioos o.nd 

two ufternoon servioos ore held t o aooommodate the orowds. In the intervals 

tween t.he ser ioas the Y.n.A. onrried on o. dodioatory procr in tho churoh, the 

oro talented of th youn.~erfeoplo )vin speootos in both J pn.neee and f.'nclish , 

inbing songs, Giving r ci.tations of Japanoae heroic po tr~. The servi~• , re 

donduoted tor tho u ual ddhiat pattern as described bove. At eaoh service 

there as a. dodioation rite perform d by o! fering incense t o the butsude.n. 

rhis was done by reproaentative of Iesei, Nisei, o.nd Kiboi groups. A stiok ot 

incense s lighted. carried to the 1 tar before the Buddh imago by ea.oh of' 

these indi~iduala in turn . A three- time obesianoe s made befor the altar by 

the indi idu l a he pr entod the inoenso . Some longthy apeeohes re made in 

J pllllese throughout the afternoon in tho intervals between the fonnal services. 

On this ooonaion bannors wore hun~ frori the be s .:.n tho church but ore ror.ioved 

fter the c <... remonie • In the ven ng nftor the sorvicea 1 re over , e. s~10 -.1 ma 

civen by the Y. B. • A:n ·outdoor sl o s oon truoted in front of the churoh by 

b ckine vo of the . R. A. truoks tocethor nd usin their flat bods aa the tage 

floor. The stago o ornat ly deoorated by foatoona of paper flo1crs along 
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he res ho ~ding up th ourt in • Th o .p P. A. yotem o inst lled on the 

st ue itsel • In front o1 th ohuroh is a fi r br ak. Hore tho audienco, number-

inc sever 1 t.ouaand poo 1 stood. Th ontortaiDJ:lCnt oponed by a priest, 

the ·bei mentioned bove , 0 0 o I did not reoord , in a long J panese 

p oh, the im ort of whioh 8 a loom to Gil , thank to ash n ton that the 

were allo d t o pr otioe fre dom of relicion in the oont rs, llild a st te-

m nt th t u sur ox·s od _n i n o o.ny poo 1 toe ther united 

sooi lly u r ·i:id o!' t l it; ho f follo d extending f ar 

into t. ni ht. rose to t he f vorite 

falsetto, t lking , singinr; T"'Qlln r. Youn er 

peopl sang Japanese song , both ol er b llads andmodern love son s. oe 

re lso en by croups of younr; irls. The d oes roro present.o :i.r tho Jo.po.nese 

mrum r and in Jap es dr as. Tho dances v ro of t 'lo t rpe : th f ir. t ·as done 

by a crou of ~i l dressod i n kimono, obi, tc. and s sinply fo al zod do.nee 

in hioh expr ssiv estur s rero ondo th d co procession noved 

counter-cloc ae a.rou::id th at I ;as told that tho s: bolic of 

nature, of ~rowing th:n s, vine ,rnssoa, etc. o eoond o.uoo s .or 

L ter atin d s r put d to be dcdio tor uanoo for th t mpl • The costt o 

virtue.11 the rune but the h ad o the dancoro E:;ro co red , s: .belie , so I 

as told, of t ho f ot that o en re huo b fore the s or dn ss of the nearby 

ten l e. The s ito is used in o.n idenl ural Japanese situation in 

ca o of ddings . Such s covors tho "horn " hich "oun"" ro n 1 

r puted to h Te. D c use th d ncers 1a re oun~ uw--arr' ed 1or.ien, I boliev that 

the idea persi ted e~en thoueh I . unable to ~ot any dofinito i l ormation regard-

in tho concept from he byst ders . The use of th cereTonial oostum of thie 

sort pers~ets in mnny of the c r oni s which are att ched to Du nhist rites. The 

st tonent that Ja aneso dances . k r e t r us of tho uppor p rts of the body 
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than the legs 1 obviously true. This £ ot a pointed out to e by several of 

tho J pan se 1th o I atohed v rlou d cos . The fes tivit_os th t ve ing 

lternated bet en songs , r oit tions , and d oos. At th olos of' tho ovonin , 

quito l te for tho contor, the u ual b dtim b in bout lltOO P •• , a.rtor 1:00 

A •• th priest o hnd made tho in'tinl spo oh of tho ove in ropoo.to o. ahort 

blossin • Th a :;embl od oro d re >li d threo t1m s in unison " ~nmu butsu" 

and tho servioo olo ed . The priests an th ir f milies ere r;uoats of honor 

for the y and the evon:nc . They ere ivon r froahrnonts nd food . Those from 
mor 

C p II r e e g rly sked to ooomp y th!/prominent Buddhists to th re peotive 

ne a hall • 

The offioi 1 dutie of the riests hav b n touohod u on to omo extent . 

Another prinoip l duty hioh the >riost ve is the offioi ting at services of 

this kind . It is expected of them that they will remain the full time , lending 

. or l support for the oooasi on even if they do not t ' o an a.cti vo part. A 

a held t th edioation of tho uddhist ohuroh in C p II 

11. 

Or"' eek 1 ter. This proc riod onl 11 htly in ito det ile. Un~ortunately, 

I a um.ble to ttend t th t tii:i , but s told th t th crowds, o.urch rvioes, 

entcrt nmont , oto. ran p.· tt • r.iuoh on similar scale. The Z n priost , nlthcu~h 

tho af~o.ir as pri rily Shinshu , a a, nvi ted u t t both functions. At 

th saoond dedio tion tho prlo ta fro C p I ore invited uests to oth~r ~th 

tho r far.tl lio • 

It is inter etin0 to noto ttitudo here oh r f l eets on tho Ja ese 

io of relii;ion . Zen and Sh1nshu are as opposed to one another in doctrin s 

Prot st t and C thol io n stern society. Ther is, ho ver, none or tho marked 

dher nee to doctrinal differences hio~ is to be found on the Christian eots. 

A Buddhist ri t man h standing n the community even though the dootrin a 

he preaohe ar in op.>o i ti on to the beli fs of the gen ral population of the 
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om:imunity. Th r is a definite laok of riv lry betwe n the priests and the members 

of the two ots. It will be not d th t there is some riv lry between the Chri1tian 

mini tera and the Buddhist pri ate, mot of suoh rivalry steJ1'1!lingfrom the Christian 

l ad rs t emaelvea. The Christian and Buddhist embers of the oolony liv together 

harmoni oualy, aubjeot 'llhioh 11 b more fully treated shortly. It 1 further 

to not d th t th Buddhist ohurohea r not of them1elv a saor d. Tru , there 

ar aor d obj ots in th m 1oh ro oon idorod s orod a.nu m1oh s ot1~y tho 

oon pt logous to th Chrietio.n "God' Ilou o" id is lacking. 

Th but.sud 11 to r v r d but nit doors are oloo tl th Duddhiet ohuroh 

ia ju t o.noth r bu ld~ nu in hich all m r o ontertni nta nd aooinl c ther-

inca m y be h ld. Tho buildin0 beo e a to plo only hon the doors of the 

Thus thor i no ob eotion on th rta of th Buddhist 

to l nding th 1r ohuroh with it many b noh a to leoturea, inform l entertain-

onta such ngekai (talent shows) and sooi 1 therin s. Tho Christi n 

will no t llo this in Lh ir church, 1hioh, by virtue of its ltar, is hol 

lo.oo e. d so tr at d. This ttitudo on the t of U1 nud ate aoo in oo -

n• th th little troa hey 1 ' o differ ncos in bol'of o.n ootrino, On 

th hole, they a m f le s bi..,otod th tho Chri ti s , tre si t oo al 

attributes of r i· ion r the1· !..h t1o dootl'in 1. 

ide fro hi duti s a ohu oh d sooi l l er, it s beon ention d 

to some extent that tho ri t i'unotions s ta chief gent in ritu la for th 

indi idu l . cber of the oe tr d th ir r ilies. To dat tho ri t unl f unotiona 

of t1 pri st ha~e boon thos conoor ed prinoip lly th fun r ls. A ord bout 

ttitudas on de th nd int nt will b in ord r her to th r lation 

b on or anizod religion d de th. n a poroon die t Gi la. th priest 

1 a sumr oned to t;i v hort pr yer over the body of t ho d coased. s yet th re 

v boen no do ths of Christi a in the o~unity. D ath h s usu lly oocurred 
on 

in tho hospital_u1only on ooo ion did an old d ' at home. Tho prie t GOes 
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sutr or two over it . He 

purifies the ir with stick of inoense. For suoh rituals. the ) ri t al y 

dressoa i•1 h s c eremon al robes. The rob is bla.ok. not unlik tho o used by 

13. 

, il; st'3:rs o!: Protestant Christian d nomin tions. Th obos open n front and 

re in aotu lit blao: k monos f stened b onn si o or to rob ovor 

the other an na.do f at by s u • The sl oves r lonu flo ilv· but o t 

hav t e pocket arro.n!;ertent in tho sleeve of the us l 'iI1'ono . A atoll i 

fr quently worn th ~riost; it vo.ri ea, bo nc long and brond or nnrro1 and 

ro ohinu onl y to th i t. The obi~ or sash wit t 0 cc.mont is "a.stoned , 

is lik the toll rather ornate. Stoll und o i may old. 

Gold throa.ds re uounlly interv1oven in tho rticloo. The toll nnd mSl. a.r put 

on nth th kir.lono a.t all occo.a.:.ons in 1 ioh the pri st !\mot ons o.n re not 

r e tricted olol to the !\i.neral It is in such costuno that the 

priest visits the hospital after a death there ha ooourred . H is met by the 

oting family head and exchanges bovra th the woe ping fe.mi ly. Re ohooks d t h 
. 

the pos~ tio of the body, sees that the a.es are closed and tho hn.n s f olded 

left over ri cht . If the oorp e is .-earing a garment the • riest sees th t it 

too is cirded oontrar· to the "it ould b 1orn in lifo. The nttitudo that 

den.th i revers l of norn 1 patt s is borne out b uch otions nl .JO ture • 

::iutra is .roci ted d t.e pri ot i:chta hie incon e. Aftor time ho <lop rta . 

Ho does ot offer oonaola.t~on to the e eaved f ily nor opo~ t this tim excqt 

his office r e qui re • 

In oaso of d th t h' drninlst:r tio takes oure of t~e di sposition of tho 

body. Tho . R.A. hn me.do an arro.ncooont with a nortioi in t1e nearb t own of 

Casa Grande who _ u:qder f dor 1 oontr ct to oaro for th fUn r 1 noo or th 

colonists. This ortioian roooiv s 87.00 f or onch f\tne r 1. Any dritional 

exp nses must be borne by th f ily in uestion . The mor ioian is called and 

ask d to emb lm th~ ody. When thi is done the l ody is brou~ t to the Buddhist 
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ohuroh whar it lies 1n t to until th otsu~ ( e) is held . In evacuation 

tim s it i not neo &Gar that partioipo.nt cooperation follo death. I huv 

been told th t k:enjinka.i and distant f ilylll mbers did , ins e o see. in the 

pro- ev ou t.1.on eri. od, aid th frunily by prepnrinG the corpse for burl l. To 

14. 

b sure, the Jap neae in America, for tho m9at pnrt , did na.ke use of the s rtioea 

of a mortioi • In o 

w ro cal.led in to h lp d shed c dresc.ed tho body, prep r d tho coffin , eto . 

Althou-h cifts of :r.on , usually l.OO ere eive11 bi e oh poraot ir.vitod t the 

fun r f ot d ot u , e. poor fwnil' mi t.ht v to use this and 1 t rnon y 

they h d at h d for nent f or the f st n to tho ricst ior hi5 servicos . 

In .. omc. oases, therefor , th neir·hborhood· ortician not employed. 

J i 0 hborhood doctors oould be revailed u on to sic;n the death cortificat , thus 

voiding trouble rfith tho uthoritiea . In pre-evaou tion days. e.s in the cent rs. 

orem tion 1 the rul for dispoaition of' bodies . Althou h a l!!orticio.n in pre-

evaoua.tio ti es e not employed to embalm the body or to puroh se a c sket which 

rn do b kenjink 1 member , the .rnrtici h d to be called ii1 to e.rrango 

or m t1on. The fee for t ls o rvlco runs to bout 35.00. r ilic~ often h d 

to borro.1 this a~ ount. r th j' did not rtscoivo sui'fioiont help fro:n their ooopara-

iv rou • In tho c nters, ho over , varyinz mounts are off red by ~ortioians 

the bulk of oa f e a paid by the uovornmont. 

After som tim th body oi th d oea d h s boan return~d to the t , le n.nd 

t l 01.. u o be held. To thi ·e all tho friends, r 1 tives , and aoquaintenoes 

re invited. ve in the poo~-evaou tion ti~o , however , th pat .ern of ~ivin 

t e bere v d fumil ome s 11 r~1embr ca i~ •r served. The Jap neso Gystem 

of r turn·nu the e Gifts i re orved hare 1 o. Th r ily ive in return 

refreshm.en t t the ot uya and o. little it of candy, or ckors. eto. wr ped 

gift 1 ofton given to tho guaots. The norma l pattern in rural J pan rould be 
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to give a wrapped bit of f1 h. The otsuya. 1 Generally held in the evenin • The 

invit d cuosts vio the body and them r turn to Lhe ho o of tho dooeased whero a 

c ner 1 rooeption of tho oats is held. !n the center sod pop and or okora 
I 

With cheese or oookiee are offered to th guests s refreshment. At this time 

the guests ,offer oonsolation to the bere ved f ily. Tho priest an his fwr.i ly 

re al y invi ed to the otsuya. eforo the body the priest recit s - eutra. 

On the follo n: day tho rr.ortician returns and take~ th_ body to ~ o nix for 

ore:n tion . f tor e. ek or more th ashes ar return d by ma 1 to t center. 

The ro then ~ivcn by th mail cler· a!.' t adninis • tiv ctn f to to 

priest in char~ so th t ha rr.ai· r turn the a-. e corcmonia.ll" to th fwi.ily. The 

Christio..,s, aome of h0rr !ns1st on burial, are expeoted to protest the f ct th t 

16. 

as ~t nu rranuement has been made for a oenetery in h co .unit·. The Budnhists 

are cont ent with the rrancemont au -ested by the administration, t . at of 

cremation. In re-ev ouation days thore was varying patter n of interment runonb 

the Buddhists, some of ihom re~ulnrly buried their dead. Since cremation fit s 

i to the Buddh st pattern there havo been no proteats a e.inst it from the Fuddhists. 

In e~ i te of the r~ct thnt ~t Gila 67 . 0 is llo d to oaoh bereaved fami ly 

to defra~ the costs of the funeral, this nunt is not sufficient to cover the 

lavish funeral displa s that tho Japanese prefer. There is ound t o l:e a certain 

nmount of adverse gossip if a fa.mil r doos not "do ri ht byn its dee.d . Those 

who o afford it o h ve elaborate r oeptions an costly terns in the ~eneral 

run of the funeral. ~'n:lwoalthy mun died of a stroke in th oomr.un'ty. As nearly 

as I could detonnina, the follmlin ; WT?ounts of monoy ·wir~ cpant on his funor l . 
I 

1Co.s et 100.00 
Cremation 
Tran•port tion 
Gift to mourners and i;uesto (o.bout ) 
Refreshmon~a -- 3u0 cuests 

{Guess numbel• of guests) 
1 lot ovor y eueot rooeiv d e.r. elabornto 

,'I ift. 
\ ~ Gift to priest for servioea gi "Ven to 

Juddhi st church 

36.00 
17.50 
50.00 

eo.oo 

250 . 00 
1532.50 

(• ortici ieo.r e -- usu lly 
pick-up ok used.) 

( ifts: Thes ere Gifts of food, 
onnned oods, etc.) 

(nefroohnents: Sorla pop , candy, 
tea, ice oroam, orncl·ers, cheese,eto . ) 
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Eighty-seven doll rs of this amount as defrayed by tho govern~ent. The ronainder 

was borne by the family . ven in c ses of this kind , the family may assert 

itself and requ st that the extra services of a hearse and costly casket be 

granted them. The figur a above are only ap Jroximate but they do show that 

funeral may be conducted in a lavish manner . A poor fam:ly must keep within the 

prescribed bounds set by t he covernmont and not order ny em ell iahments. A 

plain wooden casket is the rule in suoh cases. They ill, of oourse, be given 

small girts of money by the relatives and close friends whom they invite. The 

kenjinkai sti l functions as a cooperative unit only in this case, its members 

giving some aid to fellow me bers hen a death occurs. 

Some difficulty rises in the m t t er of jurisdiction of evacuees by the 

agencies which were and are concerned th evacuation problems . The w.c.c.A., 
upon turninG evacuees over to the urisdiotion of the W. R.A. relinqu1shos its 

control over them once they havo cone i nto tho WRA centers. In some oases 

individuals have b en l ft behind o.nd did not tr vel vith their f wni lios because 

they ere ill. Suoh persons were left behind in sanit riums and hospitals. The 

difficulties to which tho S kai f il ere exposed are typical of the diffi -

oulties which have arisen ovor division of control by the two agencies. r. Sakal , 

the head of an ev ouee family , had been left behind a tar suffering fro a stroke. 

He had been oonfinod n the Santa aria County Hospital i n California. After some 

time ' r . Sakai died, the f i ly ore not1 ~ 1ed and made every effort to bring the 

ody to Gila. Unf'ortun tely, it oould not be decided whether the deceased came 

under the jurisdiction of the or the CCA. The CCA claimed that payment for 

the funerals should be allocated from WRA funds. The morti cian in Sant aria, 

Cali ornia, h d contract speoifyin& that he bo p i d 69 . 00 for eaoh evacuee 

funeral . If the WRA h d paid the expenses theJ would havo been able to pay at the 

rate specified in the Casa Grande mortician ' s c nt act, 07 .00. Tho nortioi an i n 

16. 
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Santa ria h d embal ed the body and waitin for instructions as to its disposition. 

After five d ys the f i ly greed to hav the body sent to il • ashin ~ton decided 

th t the payment for th f\lneral expen os shoul d come under the jurisdiction of the 

.c .c.A. and should be d for f rom funds lloc ted to th t or ization. en 

this had finally be n decided upon th body s ont to Gi l 'th tho understand-

ing that the mortician in C liforni should rec ive 69 . 00 for his services . But 

oh ~ces of stor ge and tr nsportation h d b en lr ad; oat blished in excess of 

6 .oo. The mortioio.n in Santo. .:ari re uested the b l oe fro the undert kor in 

C sa Grande. The latter, thinking th t und r th contract hich he had, he ould 

be reimbursed, paid the exp nse of th transport tion o the body. The difficulties 

over ayment of both morticians s not s tt led f or aev r l d ya during hioh time 

the body r atod in the 1 ortuary in Casa Grande. The mortici n, on finding that 

overnment cont~act h d lready bee.1 let to the orticiao in Santa .:.aria, r efused 

to surrender the corpse until the wnily pal f or th hole ount of the funeral. 

lhe amily, a poor one, had to borro heavil f rom friends in order to mak the pay-

ment. At this time the United St tee ublio Health S rvio , on hearin that a 

body h d boon left uninterred for o er f ortnir,ht requested th t r present tive 

of theirs inspect the bod to asoert in the st te of onbalm_ng . Thoro ia no 

United St tee Public Hoalth Ag no i n Ariza nth the result th t Dr. Sl o th, 

the chief medic l offi o r t Gila h d t o be de utized to µ~rforri this service for 

the public he 1th s rvice . Thi necessitated dditional d ys of ~hone call nd 

telegr s to the neo.r st on oy. At l st the bod s oloar<-d tor buri 1 . I n 

the cent r, in. the meantime, oonsiderablo advers criticism s l eve lled ag inst 

th Sakai f i ly f or llowin • the body of the he d of the house to be treated 

in this m nor. The ~nmi l rare quite bro en up t the unsettle conditions 

resultin from diftioulties in a inistr tiv policy. The body was fina ll brought 

t o th c p f ortni ht i t er d th and the otsuya was h ld. The body s then 
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brought to Phoenix for cremation. Th Sak i r i ly has inourrod large debt as 

the re ult of this mi smanagement and h o dofinitoly lost ~ oe in the community. 

There is the feeling ong the J p es that oren tion or buri l should follow 

imm diat ly a.ft r de th t le t with.:.n two d ya . The wife of tho ceased is 

fraid to go to the moss h 11 d tho ashrooma for fe r that dverse comment wil l 

follo her . 

on the riest rocoives the ashes fro tho 1 clerk, the family having 

previo sl y design ted the offioi tine priest, an offioial o 11 is m de by tho priest 

to return the ashes . In such ca s the riest .equo·t th tho bo iv n tr sporta-

tion and usu lly appa rs full robed. The ashes lre c rried by tho pr iest who 

onters th houa~ boring tot o 11 • On t 'IO ooo sions I po ritt d to be 

pro ent h n the ~ri st returned the he of th de d . A box or trunk i pro-

ducod for the priest to use s l tar . Thi ho oovora rl th oloth, maki.IlG o. 

bo before i t. If th f i ly h s a butsudan this is plo.o d on tho inprovi ed altar. 

re an f lo rs, r l or rtifioi l the too r e pl aced on th alt r 

s ell as glas to hold the inoonae ch 1 provided by the prio t . T 

pri t begins to intone sutr s for severol. mint.toe, terminatini; e oh phras wi th 

o. defini ta hissing sound , the meaning of mi oh, I under tond , ia si nifir; t of • 
consol tion nnd used only in fun r l sutr a. After thi simpl ri tu l i s 

completed, th priest bows hicself out of the room, leaving the f ily to weep 

over the aeho of the dop rted memb r. All mombArs of the f ily weep l though 

th omen seem much reor e demonstr tive than the men . 

The ashes re placed in a jar or urn and kept th the family hoirloome. 

Sometimes people hav not kept up the f i l y r lies. In th s o se they 11 

usually build eholf en iioh h shes r po e in their urn. The Shinto 

pr otice o f keeping up ano str l t bl ts is confined ·to only fe f 'lies. Th 

people are most seoreti about Shinto praotic s and the r ports of kemidana 

th t I do have re fror h arsay only. Tho p riod of mournin"" over the do d i s 

18. 
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ob erved by Buddhists. Durin this tin:o tho r ily o nnot onbns ln o.n aoc·ai 

aotiviti s d out rdly, t 1 at, must ppoar l f or t he dead. The 

mourning poriod i oarri d on though th f orty-ninth y o.f'tor de th. A memori 

o retlony 1 held on th nty-f1r t , thirty-ri~h , and forty-ninth day. The 

intarm d1ato oeremonie of a ekly nature hav pretty 11 f llen :; in ost 

f 'li c o The ove d ys ftor d th re obsorv d. The tY1ent - first d y is an 

occ aion for a. largo c thering simil r to the otsu , friend r e go.in invited , 

and vhere i ort of Jo st. e priest comes again nd rendors oenori l sutr s 

for the benofit of the f ily. On th thirty-fifth d y t he fami ly priv t ly set 

id a p rt of tho day for rememb rin t h deceased, and on the forty-ninth day 

19. 

the poriod of mourninc is offioi lly O• r. Th annivor ry of the d ath ls rem bored 

for three y rs and a time is set si de for the f ily to remember the dead . After 

thi tim the family ment ons tho doce sod only with reg rd to i;he other !!le bore 

who h ve di d. Tho r ener l patt rn of mournin is as the ubovo. ore attention 

mu t b p id to it, ho ver, and attitudes , ritu ls , oto . moro ~lly depioted. 

In nu rly very funeral th roqueat h s been m de that the femily b alloted 

. to huve pi tur of ita member oentered around the coffin of the deceased. The 

i permitted to hotocr h suoh event for the r ly o.nd lnrgo pictures are 

gen~ral y request d. Tho icture telce their pl o beside the urn containing t he 

shes of the do d or with th kamidan d ano str l tabl t , if any. The 

dministr tion ha been quite lenient in llowinc suoh pioturos to be t n even 

t oush tho rmy is tronc i'n its dis ppro l of t he picture taldn • 

For hi repe ted sorvio a for f ilioo in times of funer la and memorial 

rvio a the priest is paid. The on y i paid to th ri at girt osi; nsi bly 

for the benefit of the churo 1. It is creed th t the priest will keep the money 

for hi own u e. Att ndance 1; fun r ls d offio:atin t thorn s the principal 
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souroe of a priest's inoo in pre-evacuation days and it promises to be his chief 
pays 

ource of income in the centers . Eaoh f lz/aocording to its means. 

As with any aimilo.r situation , a conoentr tiort of peo lo of thi s kind , it i s 

to be observed tho.t th r liGious development a ssumes di ffe rent f orms even though 

there is virtual uniformity in seot and attitude. For ex ple, oertain individuals 

in th community dopt diff er nt vie s t o rd thoir reli ion. On the hole, in 

t he il co n~ty, Buddhi sm lay stress on the sooi l v lu SJ tho doctrinal 

d nds on th individu 1 ar si 1 : do good, l ove one's ellow, respect Amid , 

and ho.vo i h. This 1 not diff rent f ro· hristian concepts as e~pros ed ong 

many eot of thnt religion. aturally, every indi~idual oan t alce r of'ugc in t he 

oom. un l c r cter of the church . Ile can derive a cortain amount of comfort and 

a feeling of identiiication with his ~roup by po.rticip tion in its activities . In 

pre-evacu ti on ti .es the youn peopl e did not need the Buddhist churoh s a soci al 

out l et. As such lt im~ortant to th older people . ith evacuation, ho ever, 

t here i s r te r interest on the p r t of th ounc eople in the ddhist 

church. 'o..,t of he ount; p ople ho l d to the doctrine s of the church and 1 robably 

did ao bo or e ou tion . Such beli fo w r p ssive1 it i s unlikely that tho 

ind'vidu la concerned t hough muo bo ~ them. In the o nters there so , to bo a 

20. 

ere ter int r t f or ~h soci outl t o. ulao b o use of the dootr ino.l unrl spiritual 

comfort rovidod . Religion a such i s o the upcrade. This i truo not only of 

t he Buddhi t i;ro p but of tho Chri ti n s 11. here re, of oou rse, i ndividuals 

who st1·os tr e spiri tu 1 i"de of th r elig oua ife in the oo:m; unity. ome o.re 

.or devout th n ot h r • Thu i t h Pi:J n th t r.iany young peopl e enco. e in the 

sooi nl ctivities, but do not go to th s orvices. I t leo happens that m ny 

indl vi du l s , sei and lisei like , have opted a creater interest i n the 

spiri t u 1 spects to the detriment of tho sooi 1 life. There re some who have 
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r aohed the t t of virtu 1 fana.tioi m. Ther are fow houses in th community 

whioh have b n decorated by thoir o r with r ligioua in oriptiona of all kinda. 

These inaoriptiona, in J pane e , are itt en on boards and hung on tho outside of 

th hou ea. They speak of vnriou themes& oonsoienoe, love, respeot, filial piety, 

duty, 110rahip of Amida, eto. Suoh houses usu lly have ornate gardens around 

them, lanterns d oor t d with uoh devio s, to . Suoh d oorationa are not to b 

0001\laed with th Shinto ofuta or oh s. 

21. 

e of the f tiv ls in hioh the Buddhis hav t en oonsider bl e int re t 

ia th Bon day. Bon, th time of the return of the oul to vi it the livin~, 

1 usu llJ oel brated in arly July. br e po:nts out th t th Bon ha lo t its 

reli&ious i i f ia o in ii d the Bon d oos h b oomo oo roi l111ed, 

lt ough t1e r l giou oonnot t o a sti ll n tho lvea f lt _n rural J pan. 

In order t o pre rv th l, nonreligiou dano is held in rly July 

in 1 . Th r ural J plll1os iv th Unitod St t s have lso kept up thi ou tom, 

pr orving so of th r lig ou poots or th festi 1. oo use ere 

conditi on of oon i or bl unrest in Tu. lock at the timo of theBon f sti • 1, th 

eopl of th t gr~u d oid d to postpon th , Don-0-Dori, until re loo tion. 

uit out ot e ing with th u l ceremonial oalend r, the Bon- Dori s hold 

on S pt b r 27. The danc , lthou h now entirel y for aoci 1 purposes s not 

altocether lo t its r ligiou aspeot • I t is oonneoted with t e pri sts and the 

Buddhist t ple. The pr iest o ve pre liminary ddre s stated in J 8 

that the Bon-0-Dori hel d · ro e of tho eturn of the dead , str ssin th faot 

t h t th &no stors re ne rby, and th t tho d noe , if ro orl • or,t r A .L to, 

h ld 0 thin of th h of l>' tion for en. In r r 1 c l'Jor.li , . l Don- Dori 

s sbm tilro st l&, lthou h Jul ' 7 or 8 ia mor usual in a mii nd 

J p n . The dmini tr ti ,.e t ff ·1 re tho cu sts of honor t t e Don- 0-Dori t h t ni ht, 
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being aooorded se ts nt the ed e of the dance ring . The younr,er people i n the 

main were t he p rticipants in the danoin • The danoors ere dressed in the nation 1 

Japanes oo t\.Ulles with kimono. hakam.a, obi, and geta. The dancers assembled i n 

th church o.nd then .arched out into the dance rinG ooompanied by Japanese reoord 

music over the public ddress system. Some of thoso ¥ho· did 1ot havo oooturoos of 

J pune e t le woro r c;t.lur w stern dre s. all obildr n led the procession. 

Thre 0 0110 trio oirol ea . ere followed by the dance~ who re about 300 or ~ore 

in number. In addition to t ho record music , a (' rum, made or a sl>'in t retched over 

a keg or t he ooc &ion , o played by un older man and lent a to~po to tha dano• 

i n1; . The oirol s of' dan cers 11 f ollo d tho s a lines, all 8:oine in the s 

direction. There were five do.nee w'th an ntermis ion et en eaoh aeries. Three 

series of fi e d oos eaoh mad up the pro~ram . In the intermissions ~ongs sere 

sung bJ tho local talent. Some of these were rodern J:pa.n se love eones, althou h 

one boy san£ a rather obso ong in English. received three encores. After 

an 1nten:ni ss1on of about 15 minut the dance would bogi n again led by th boating 

drum and tho r oord mu~io. Refreshments were oervod to the dminiatrnt ve i:uest 

during th i1termiaaions . 

Tho d oe itao l f' i a iopl e6 '"'ive danoo pat ter no are f ol l owed mioh ploy 

implo geistures of tho h da , and a c;entl s yinu of the body. A .ind of loci:-

step eem to predominate. Fans are used in one series, oaste.nets in nother . 

The effe ot i one of con iderablo eraoo. The pat ern of five dances is repeated 

thre times. Tho holo performance to.lees about three hours. 

The social aspects of th d .n oe re clearly exhibited by th reaction of 

t he udienoe. They laugh upro riousl at a danoer o makes a misstep and at the 

comio relief hioh is provi d d. A man dressed as Charlie Chaplin as well as a man 

parodyi ... stern women attemptinc; to do the Bon danoe lVBre, with their olowninc, 

providing oonsiderable oomio relier. In ddit1on, a rather fieroe lookin~ Samurai, 

again 
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rin~ improvised straw rmor and carrying the two swords of his offioe , provided 

considerable usement . A figure representing the onion, nth a head mask o!' 
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p par maohe, and represent tive of good fortune frolioked about the rows or dancer s. 

The Bon meetin? wa presided over by the president of the newly org nilled 

Y. B.A. The dance s ponsored by the Protestant Rev. Hata although the other 

priests were th re as ell . Hat aoted as ohief host to the administrative guests. 

He delivered a prayer of blossin~ t th oloee of the festivities and the tr di -

tion 1 rosponse of th thrice r p tad "?:amn mid butsu '' followed his last mrds. 

All durine; the into issions nd in tho r limin ry introductory there ere ap eohes 

by the Y.B • • 1 adcrs . The speoohes ro for welcom to the i:;uesto nd ti1 

evacuee nd lso to bring bouc good follo s iJ and proper fr e o.f mind for the 

Bon, which ·althouGh a sool 1 v nt, must bo vie d with th prop_r rel ,ious 

attitude. Th Eon s ex laincd in ·nclish to t C uc inn r-u st It s a d 

th t tho dance sicni f iod ,rao fu cect r irit • 

Ona o the mor met hysioally :.nol' n d I s soi ex lainod to e th t th Don 

t t is time s justified comine .... 1 t did on ... he hools or tho lliraan fosti l, 

the "other side'' of spiri tuc.l Hf ent.i.on d above. Iligan is the feast of the fall 

equinox ro rly spenkin~ wh n ch ln ividu 1 makes a tr sition into ne 

attitude or mood . Just how the two , ~and H gan e to b r eoonoi led is not at 

all ol ear. I gather th t Ili,an c rrie rlth it the fe 11n& of rene l an th t 

thua an indiviJu l ia ure and c r oelve the anoestr 1 spirits . Consic rable 

further rose roh raust be directed to ndars-t; ding of such prob lams. I . o rd 

Tho re- evacuation p~tt rn of vi its du in~ Bon time not o rried through 

t t lis festiv 1. There ts th3 feeling in tho oo:::imunity that tis i s not r e 1 

Bon. The vi its hi oh . ere held in honor of tho ocousion vore urely 3oci 1 

• 
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were seemingly r ostrioted to the young people who viewed the festival muoh as a 

para llel to Halloween. The Bon havinr. been int rupted and the Hi ,en so ·mingly 

h vinb lost uoh or its J s signifioa.noe there a.e as at re lly no f stivnls 

which :oay be scribed to the Buddhist :,early round of events. A oorornonio.l calcndar 

has oot as yet be n oba rvad. Bon restivul was not h ld in C p II Mon" the 

Tular people beo use it had be n obs rv d in that cantor at the usual time. rot 

to be outdone, howev r , the ' oung p ople of Camp II , the Y ••• are possibly 

plann ng such a ceremony. 

The f oregoing remarks s lo the Duddhiat situ tion at Gila hould erve 

to indio te that this religion 1 ell orGa.nized in the communit~ nd the activities 

of this broup exoroi e a hold of the members of the community booauso of the social 

opportunities presented r th r than the emotional religious appeal. Th Christian 

bodies, representative of the noxt most active group of a relicio1ls natur in th 
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oommwii t y , al thouc;h be in r le s well off numoric~lly, el oul1 follow tho discussion 

of · Hudd is • It is not the in .., nti n of thi repo.rt to omi Shinto Q.nd nrik:yo 

otl vi ti s . h latter oups are, or course , not a..oti~ i n thu community nor 

doea t o dmini tr tion p~rmit their b in~ 11 orce.n.:zod • .L . a Christi aro to 

oonsiderod s the next nost otivo group. 

Chri tianity at Gi 

re !'e ~ i>ro ost t sects t Gila but the 1:1oot ti ve and ho ono 

'oh bo ata the 1 rt;oat rn.ornbership in thnt of the T thodiste. Tho Concror; tionaliats , 

B pti ts, and •pisoop lians presented but e numeric tl l IW0.11. The 

ethodist-Presbyterian ha join d i'oro with ·the ·•ot odi at o.nd joint servioos are 

held , The m ller sects re obliged to h vo their ervioe under the aua.ios e 

of the ethodist group . Actually, th n, thore is only ?rot otant Christ an d nomination 

&.t Gi l • The Christians total bout 20 per o nt of the oommunit • There are bout 
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100 C tholio • It is the intention of the administr tion to talc reli ious 

c nsus in cooper tion with vnriou Chri ti Groups . A yet this ho.a not been 

rlone o.nd only estimates b ad on church attendo.noo are av ilable. Tho perspective 

on the religious roups bov is app r ntly correct . 

An Issei-Nisoi conflict arises as the result of differences in reli ion. 

This i a ubject of considerable interest but one on which the ettlers are most 

reticent, It o~en occurs th t tho Issei merbers of a r ily will be ddhi t 

while the .ieei m bers 11 bo M thodist Chri tian. This gives rise often to a 

f .1ly conflict. Tho llisei of th f ily b·· virtue of their pre-evo.cu tion sscoio.-

tion with ··oun Christian people hav dopted Christianity in many o sos. It is 

odd that uoh Nisei re o n intensoly religiou and devote a good deal of their 

ti e toward att pts to convert their ru:ulies . Th I sei of the f ily vor 

often stronulY rosist tho e f or s of' th ir children to brin tho to Christianity, 

b oomin~ when th subj ot 1 mentionod d criticizinb the iaei 1or le v ng 

the J ane o fold . hear onts they d anoc are sooi l r thor than r licloua . 

They s th t the ohil ron hold oert in fondness for the mother country. ~he 

f ot th t the o ildron in uoh c sea rather acorn th mother country s heathen 

thorn in the sideo of those Issei. They re shamed of 8uc oh ldren before 

their Jap nese friends. It oft n h ppeua, too, th t the children adopt very 

intolerant ttitude to rd tho parents ~hich further increases f ily disunity, 

In tho oont rs it i not unu u 1 to find that th children and p rents no longer 

li vo toJother. Th · vi it with one oth r, i i true, but both genorat1ons re 

shamed of e oh other. It i not to be implied that such situation exiote ong 

many of the Japnneso £ ilies t Gil , but it i present in ome oases. This is 

the onl~r r l con lict hioh ap ear betw en the Duddhi sts nnd Christians in th 

oonununity. Outwardly, t le st, they iv tog t·1er in peao and h ony, The 

Chri tians do not ttempt to g n oonvorto from ong th ranks of the Duddhiat • 

I 
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It 11 true t hat C uoasian mis sionaries oome into the community from time to time 

aeeldn converts fron among the Buddhists. The Buddhists rega rd suoh men as good 
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and holy, men to be respooted and hoard. The ttitude of the Buddhists generally 

i one of sinoere tolerance th fe exceptions . They are illin to adm't & 

pl oe for nll reli r,ious worship . They do not ubmit to conversion t this ti~e for 

the simple reason hat coJI\l unity solidarity swings in favor of the Buddhist 

gr oups. If it hould have be n that Christianity were the chief religion of the 

center ther e is little doubt that any former Buddhists would submit to oon rsion. 

I have heard of no o se in hich Christians h ve returned to the Buddhist fold. 
re 

he J pn.nese Christinn~in the main quito intolornnt, almoot wil lin to coopt 

social m rtyrdom in defon3 of their relicioua stand . 

The majority of the Christians in the oommuni ty are those o ere oonvertod 

either in J pan before emigrat.: on "o Americu or who subr.l.:.tted to baptism after 

re ohing this country . Some of the f 'lies who are ~hristi so e to thi oountry 

in or er to esoapo the social pressures brouGht about in Japan by the reliGiOUS 

intoler oe of some of the Meiji pro-Japan supporters. The ~aj ority of relicioua 

servioos re held undor tho auspioee of Presbyterian and ethodist mini sters from 

the outside . There are few ordained olergym n i n the oentor amon& the Japanese. 

Like the iluddhist priests their position carries w.1.th it certain amount of sooi 1 

prestige, although perh ps shade l ow r than that of the Buddhist priests. 

Rev. To is n Issei thodist minister who speaks no En lish. He had a oon r gation 

in Turlock before evacuation. Now quite along in years he still pro ohea on 

oooaeion but. is gener lly agreed to be retired. He is in Camp I. Here most of 

tho re l icious services are oonducted by preaohere iraportod fron bho surrounding 

C e Grande-Coolidge Valley by tho O unity Activities or Recreation Department. 

In Camp II , a Nisei, Rev. Susimago is the chief Christian leader. Ho is a very 
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intense Christian, rather bigoted and intolerant, Ho is aided in his attitudes 

by hio wife, n. Cauoueio.n. The two have do oonsidera.blo trouble for the 

adminietr tion in attomptinG to seouro the reins of tho control of tho Coomunity 

'elfa.re D partment. Urs . Susirnngo feels herself s el hat super or to the bulk 

of the evacuees by virtue of her race. Formerly aotinc head of the community 

:rolfo.re otivities at Tula , she has persisted in r efusin to turn her case 

histories over to • Landward and rs. ~ mith , aotine heads of this department 

sinoe the inception of the project . Sho demand, a job and a certain amount of 

control in the community elfare department. The r sidents .of the oenter re 

divided in their opinions of her. She has a large Chri tian following, but is 

rather the butt of jokes by the Buddhists. Rev. Susimago himself resents the 

fact that Cauc sinn ministers re alloted to oome into the community. Like the 

Buddhist priests , the Christian ministers rooeive honoraria f or perfonning at 

~ddin&a, 1unerals, to. Both he ann his wife have resented very muoh tho fact 

th t mini tera arc aocoroed no offioi 1 position by the W. R.A. employment 

department. They have ;ritton to Washin on protesting this and atatinc tha.t the 

clergy is as st bl1 hed a profe sion s oedio1ne. They Jere told th t if this 

ore llo d any individual oould set himself up as a reli~ious leader and draw 

the . R.A. Profe sion l and Teohnioal salary. Birth control measures, 

oonoidered by tho oomnunity oouncil and urgod by the medio 1 dope.rtr.ient, are 

rabidly fou~ht by the usim r;os . 

There is usually a ·morn1nc nnd an eveninc Christian service. Tho morning 

service is goner 1 devotional service replete with hymns, an order of service , 

a sermon, and various benediction • The evcnin sorvioe is designed primarily 
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for tho young people. It is a prayer meetin , at whioh Bible discussions and oateohumen 

ola ses re held. A simi lar service usually takes place on ;e~nesda• ni rhts. oat 

of the groups adhere to fund ental interpretations of tho Bible. As a roup , 



Rob rt F. Spencer 
Gila o mber 2, 1 42 

althouf;h num rio lly inferior to th Buddhi t , the ri tians ar xtre ly 

unifi d , more so perhaps thllll the uddhi ts who are inclin d t o a er ater laxne a 

and tolerance. The Sunday rnorninc servio a are conducted b· the C uc sian minister 

fro out id • It is the 1m of the dministration to let e or · reaoher n the 

v lley h v an opportuniL:r to o.ddross tie oommu ity. n1 result ia o. kind of 

oo nity church leaning stron ly in avor o the re b:;t rio.n- ethodist. 

The younu Christi n &r oup is 11 ore ized . • o church croup a on or 

ooi le for thL 1 oun peo l e on ~rid y nich s. At th ae r freshrnonts ar erv d, 

c es oto. Somo o! th .or intoll otu 1 Chri tian ounu pe pl hoped to 

h ve seminar s d discussiono of v riou tot-1io but inter t 1 "'ged d the Friday 

ni~ht meetin have beon turn d ov r olely to oo 1 functions . The Y. • d 

Y •• c •• are represent d ong the Jisei but mo bor hip i too li t d to rant 

the incepti on of branoh auxiliary at Gil • The youn"' people o the Christian 

ev ouees h ve rather ded together in an as ooi tion of their o • They r 

remarkably olanni h, findins their sooi l outl ts ntirol ' ithin their own r roup . 

ienie ro eta, group sines , amatour dr tio , pionioo , hikes, and social v niil(;& 

re planned by t hese is i . 

The Catholic group i not orcaniz d. Thore re a numbor of I eei Cntholios 

in th oonmunity, most of hoc re oonv rt t C tho ioi o 1h.i.lo in Jo.pan. 

Th y h v imp rtod their r lt,'1.on to their f i lios. It 1 a .thu to b ostl ted 

that there 1· bout n n teen to t nt fani 1. o t Gil ho o.r man tholio . 

In ddit1 on ther e aro a · r 111 om of 10s are CaL olio. 7h r e 
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are bout 100 C tholio in 11. A • h ld on Snturd y , the eeoon an ourth 

S turday of eaoh month. The ryknoll Father , org z tion founded for Far 

Eastern mia a1oniz1ng , ha br oh t o:lton d Wloth r at zan r . 7he pri t 

from Poston m kes bimonthly visit to Gil to oonduot the s • Durin t is time 
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of his visit he hears confessions and offers Communion . It mi Ght be r emarked 

here that the Protestant church also wi Ghes to be allowed to have a Communion 
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service. There is a slight schism i n the matter of how Communion should be offerea 

depending on the Protestant sect backgrounds of the evacuees . The off ering of win 

is, of course , taboo o far as the administration is oonoerned. Some of the 

Christians fee l that they are being deprived of one of the Sacraments as the r e sult 

of this interventlon. '.i'he Catholics do not 'have this difficulty since the Host 

is deemed sufficient . The priest who generally comes is a Father Clement Boesflug , 

a young Maryk:noll friar of Polish extraction , a man who speaks exce llent Japanese . 

The majority of Catholics being lssei , sermons are c onducted in Jnpa.nese and Japanes~ 

litanies are chant~d . It is odd to hear Japanese in conjunction with the Roman 

Catholic· Latin . When the Catholics enter the building desi gnated as a church , 

usually a recreatior. hall in Camp I , although there is now an off icial Christian 

Church in Camp II, the pattern of the ablution of holy water is f ollowed . The 

water is poured from a vineGar cruet by an appoint ed sacristan i nto the hands of 

the worshippers . In the absence of Father Clement, the Catholic func tions are 

oared for by the parish priest of the community , a Franciscan , Father Iloaley. A 

need f or his services has not yet arisen . F'ather Healey is not nearly so broad-

minded as Father Clement. He has had a number of bitter arguments with him over 

the fact that tho Christians retain a certain amount of veneration for the a.noes-

tors , some of them even keeping a kamidana with ancestral tablets and pictures. 

This , declares Father Heaiey, is nothing short of idolatry. Healey, a parish 

priest , has all of the missionary zeal which Father Clement, a trained missionary, 

seems to lack. Father Ileale j is nevertheless a most tolerant and understanding 

man, interested in the welfare of the co:mm.unity . The aryknoll organization has 

been most interested in the Japanese communiti e s. The branches at Poston and anzanar 

have done much to provide certain comforts and entertail'ltlents for t he colonists 
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t er ClOt'\ont is that b oaring fo~ tho 

i rnmodiate needs f or recreation, th ombors of tho ootltluni ty r111 se a er' ain 

dv nt e in i toninc to tho exhort tlon of the Catholio prie t. he ryknoll 
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there bou~ht th printin• press f or :anzn.nar s well as a ~otion pict ure projector. 

the result of "·h unsettl d condi tio s of the time which i m:r. dio. ely 

preced d vacuation ra y Japanese beoruno convertod t o Christianity. So e did this 

in ardor to salisfy innor need. y oLhers, how ver, fe lt th t to jo n up th 

t e Christi ns at the time ~as to off r furth r proof of lo' al ty to th. Jni ted 

Statos . T t,1.pical .3uddhi st tti tu le to rd the Christian i a th t re some-

h t GOody-~oody . To beco~e Chri ti is to r oform. To the Japan s mind it 

implies no drinkinc, no do.ncin., no disaipu~ion or r oyst rinu of y ind. bree 

mentions thi i n hi a Kana tud:; d the s e 1 t r ue of th• J npe.noao :n .oric • 

ore r soi o 'nth oo unity who h ve b como fanati cal Christ~ana , rost ' ntolera.nt 

of th .... p . Buddhi sts. The udd~i t 4 o ~ le tre t uch ~eople with t olerance and 

de fer onco, m nifesting no ill-fe ling or rosent:x:cnt. The oost active of t e 

Chri11t1.cws r th l isei toao ttituda to,m~d tho BuddhiGts is allied with hatr d 

for thin J 1l ese. They incline to .Ar.:cr' c ttern of cu ture hioh o them 

is typified by th r li&i on th y ve dopted . A par ticular fervent t . pe of 

Chri e ti ni +-y o G the av cuee is that whioh is sponsored by the Swedish synod of 

the thodist Churoh . The Swedish people sent mnny missionaries to J pan with the 

re ult th t some of the Christi I ssei familjes are members of the Swedish et hodist 

ohuroh. Thi group is perh&.pa the most intolerant of the Christian roups with 

re~ d to the other religions in the communi y. They have been visited by Swedish 

mission ries fro C ifornia on number of oocasions, principally a Rev. Karlson, 

a man who xp r ossod uch open intolerance of the ext nt of Bu dhi min the oorununity 
was 

that he / a.eked to l(l ve by • orn, the asJisto.nt projoot director. The Japanese 

ho h v j ined this ohurch are iros t interested 'n the af airs of Sweden, o.nd , al-

though none of them h ve vis i t d that oountry, nev~rtheless , t hey are most 

familiar with it, spealdn of Sl'feden, its geography, organiz tion , covornnont , oto . 
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with surprisin frunili rity and accuracy. A few such J paneae are studyinr, th 

S fedish language although I oannot say what progress they have made vTith it. They 

point to Sweden as one of the few nonbelligerent major countries of the 1orld and 

emph size the fact that S eden is Christian and therefore does not persecute i ts 

minority groups or ge war. 

From the Portland Aaaembly Center cam a ~amily mioh had been just converted 

to the ethodist F ith. The father had been croutly distre sed over evacuation ; hie 

business had been ruined and he had sold it to a dishonost individual who had oulcted 

him of' consider ble SUc e The ftun"ly had beon Buddhiot . So .crturbod ua tho 

father over his f no.noinl losses th tho tter ptod suicide in the Assombl Cantor . 

Il ne rl succeeded in cutting his throat but not quite, fui le convalescinr he was 

visited in the hospi"tal b· a J ,?anese otl-i odist minister who talked to him and hi s 

wife about that faith. He beoame converted, insisted that his f i ly und rco 

baptism, o.nd finally was well enouch to a ppear around tho oontor a~ in. F.e 

immedi tely went to ork to convert ~is ddhiot oronies. The only ri~iculed him 

for bein,; a "sucker" and losing hi sinoes, for ail ing to commit sui cide, and 

. ior becoming a Christian. He withdre f rom l.heir company, forbo.de his children to 

associate with oth r than Christiano , and brought matters to an ugl y turn y his 

fer ent Christian endeavors among th Bu dhists . At length the authorities agr ed 

that he must be sont a • He and his f i ly 1ere sent to Gi la n.nd placed in n 

block in which other ethodist f lies ho.d oonr regated. At lo.st he and his fanil 

h ve settled down lthouch thoy 1111 asaocia.te only with fellow Christians now. 

There h s been no further trouble at l lthou,-h he and his .:if'e are vexed that 

the ohilrl ren must attend rool nth Buddhi t children. 

Thus, in gen ral, the Christians live at equality with the other sects in the 

oommunlty. The Buddhists look upon tho ~hriatians th veiled amusement but are in 
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the n tol rant. The Catholics, oddl• enough, ru,;i ooorded oqunl rel. lous 

statu ith th Buddhi ts lt ou h the Protestant ects ro so tat look d dom 
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upon . 'l'he r ther undo .ocra.tio ier rohy mioh is p r llel d in C tholioism i p rhaps 

e. re on ror this a.tti tu e. The buddhiata r muo l mor inol.:.ned to la.uch t the 

peoul1 ritics and s uper tition of suoh Japane e eots Tonrikyo. 

Shinto d its offshoot, Teurikyo , are the unorga.niz d reli ions of the 

com unity havine no of!ioi 1 status e.n<l beins banned by the . R •• o.dministr tio~aa 

nationalistic and pro-Japane e . It a fitting thut short discussion o f the 

activitiea of these cr Jupe should follow. 

Shintoa In the pre-eva.au tion period Shinto, th of the Gods, was a 

popul r religious syst oni; many of the rur 1 Japanese population. The term 

"reli gious system 11 is used here b o u e h.:.nto s such can sc rcely be co. led a. 

rel i i o 1. I t is rather system of precepts b s d on mytholo~ical hivtory . Trere is 

real · no un· i d y~te of Shinto beliefs in thi country. In Jnp , the idonti-

fie tion of Sh_nto as tionnl r ligion haa de for oomo ~nit • Shintoimn i~ 

polytheistic , embr oinG bro ter nd lesser po.nth on~ and includin rnn · beliefs, 

r otices, and ·mich are not 1ell unified und hich vary froc looalit to 

loo lity in t is country . There uoed o be Shinto shrines and tanplos in mMy plaoes 
a 

in C liforni p ticul rly in ruro.l commWlities . In this countr thore "/Us,,.bort in 

ount of person 1 Ohintoism ; fo.mili s kept household ods, ~oo luok charms , and 

beli ~ d in various spirits. The otivities of the Shinto people ere centered 

r ound shrine to mich p 6p le ocu:ie for sp oi 1 vents n the Japanese c lendar. 

It as unusual for actual services to be held at pre oribed days . Adhereno . to Shinto 

follo ed a ceromoni 1 c lend r. At the Shinto shrine w s a priest and possibly one 

or two ssiotants depending on ho size of th shrine. !hey were oubsidiaed in 

most oases by Ja nneso money, poasibly, or so it is implied by some of those with 
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I have spoken, ough th h lp of th J paneso oon ulato . There e suoh a 

1hrine in re no and also on or t o ot hers throuchout the San Joo.qu_n V ley: On 

tho ol , ho 1 vor , shrine dove lop nt and partisan hip in Shinto soot eo ms to 

h vo Loon limited in C lifornia in th pre• vaouation poriod. Tho prinoipnl expression 

of Shinto e in th ho o , in the hou ahol d code which sro kopt for cood luok, and 

in the kamidan , tho m:mll Sh nto shrine of tho hooe . Tho pr_ st• o!' Sh nto 

w ro token into ou tody aft r Dao b r 7, 1 41. 

uoh !'urther study i n order to understand tho ositi n of Shinto 

i th pre- vaouation oommunitioa an ita prcocnt r !'looti o1 in the reloo tion oenter. 

It is obv· oua that the diotinotions bat on Duddhi m and hintoism e not t all 

ell defin d. It might be s id th t e oh devout J pan s who aibsoribee to the 

religious S'et s or t ho ~other oountr is both Buddhist and a follo er or Sh nto. 

Th Shinto is a plied t o th lir of today, tho mun ane oxistonoo. It brinGs ,ood 

luok, it our a di o soft , it offora c r i n patterns which, if follo , will 

brill[; cood f ortune to th f ithf\11 , Buddhism is the prornis of tho lif to oomo . 

Shiushu Buddhist usually hav oo e venoer of Shintoi n in th ir eliofo . io 

rel cioua divisio1 i l t ind viduQ.l is true l o in J pnn, ao :roll in 1ho 

United States. Shinto in ehia oountry is not phaei~ d as 1 lluddhis ; 1 does 

not f orm a b sis f or aooi l a.otivit • It ofioro only oor in 11 oonforts to the 

indiv1 ual mo , by a belief in Ohinto , y an a he •ertoo to it rs, 

con brin. bol..4t for himself r;ood fortuno L this ~rld. Sh:.nto docs not d and the 

follo ng h t Duddhi doe · • In this ootintry 1 t is uroly porsonalized th~ng . 

Shinto ubaorib a to kind of ancestor wor h:p. The illu trious ancest ors or 
an indhidu l t their. pl oe in the unth on of hinto dei tie • There has b en a 

definit breakdown of the divi ion of religiou concepts which a ris b twe n 

Duddhi m and Shintoi • Thus the Buddhist honor the one atr 1 d ad in the Sh·nto 
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manner of keeping tho tabl ets and relics of the departed members of the fn.mily. In 

thi onse the concept ie both Buddhist and Shinto (ancestor reverence), but the 

external form is hinto. the thought linked with Buddhis .• Shinto demands that the 

tablets of the ancestors be kept snored in the k8Jllidana of the homo . any Buddhist 

homos thus have both butsudan and kamidnn • Somo homes have combined the t o. Shinto 

demands further that th f ly name and crest be kept intnot through a eu?cession 

of male heirs. In Japan adoption io the rule hen a family does not have n male heir. 

Thi has broken do m in the United Stat a with tho roau.lt that adoptions of male 

heirs are rath r infrequent . So e Iaaei f ilioa a re concerned over the faot that 

they have no m le children and some cases of udoption re rooord d. The Nia i no 

lont;er reap c th concept wi tt. th result thnt family doption on the J panese 

scale will probably not oc ·ur BL'lonc that generation. Th problem of ohi ld adoption 

amon • the Iosei ; thilc up rf1c1ally infrequent . will bear further r earoh . 

Thus in the centers a Shinto1stic t~~e of worship does exist e.conc tho Buddhists 

in r.uny case • Often auch Buddhists are not awn th t they r enca:;i ne _ l Shinto 

raotioes. h re . e , ho~ever, f a. Ghinto devotees in tha co unity who do fo llo 

the precepts of &'hintoi m. If one v re t o sk them thoi r o.i th they ould nswor 

Buddhist since the~ subsoribo to many of the Buddhist tenets, so confused are the 

reliciou issues between the tro . The Japanese themselves, both here and abroad, 

do not seem to think of hinto as religion . It is rathor a syotem y thioh one oay 

obtain happiness and suooess n this lorld. Jizo rites ar thus observed by an out-

~t din member of the Buddhist oon ~regation . The Ji zo deity is primarily Buddhist 

but the cod in form of a good luok stone ha been taken over by the Shintoists, not 

being used in the f'onn of a stol 'e in Japan. The man in question h s J izo stones in 

his ront yard . To be sure, they re not true Jizo stones, h ving beon found in 

the desert nearby, but the similarity 1 umnistakablo . The smno Buddhist has 
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charms of paper in his yard e.ttaohed to the stone lanterns hioh ho has made. These 

are called o uta and impart qunlities of good luok . Some Ohintoists meet for 

discussions or various kinds and for prayers off ered to tho Shinto do1t1os, so states 

one in!'ormant . 

'l'he principal manifestati on s of dhinto are in the faith healing powers of the 

priest i n tho re-av ouation poriod. No 1 tho.t there are no Shinto priests in the 

ooI!ll"'uni ty this po r of J ai th honline; by the priest is no lon or present. Th . 
manifest tio.is of i..>hi nto i n the oor:u:nuni ty e.re in the •followin : ( 1) ,ardena w1 th 

Jhallio stone lantern nd ofuta4 (2) knmidana (which I have not seen but hioh I 

have heard oxist)J (3) superetitionsJ Ine.ri oonoepts, spiritualistic observanoea, 

and faith healing. In the latter category euperatitiona center around concepts of 

good luok ,.,hich may be brought about by ohnrms, which were often sent f'rorn Japan 

in pre-evaou t1on t1m s o.nd sold by the ~hinto priesto. Ina.ri is a Shinto deity 

whose messencers r foxes. The belief' in Inari as a hualer is quite prevalent in 

Ha ii and rural J pan. oh of tho boli fs and praotioes which surround the Inari 

oonoept of ourinG are restrioted to th Issoi. Thero a certain manifestation 

of the Ine.ri b l1 f in the rural eas of California in the pr -evaoua.tion period, 
oenters, 

but in th /like so many other aspects of Shintoism, 1 t has virtually died out. 
Little foxes are occasionally seen at Gila. 
The fox is r b rded s cood luok by some of th I sei vmo subsoribe to this belief 

but also thou ht to be trickster and harbinger of death. Th fox she.res soMe of 

th trait of tho tricketer, oulture- h ro concept in Japan . Tho presencejof the 

little desert foxe around the oontor have given rise in some oases to manifest tions 

of Inari ueliefs. The fe hinto priests in this oountr w r also expected to act 

as nediums through whom spirits could bo oontaoted. The Shinto r otp when it does 
no 

meet, tall~ about spirits an~ the like, but I ha e heard of /apiritiatio demon-

strutions. Some of the people be li eve in hosts and youn , chi l dren are f ri htened 
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or b ost ving heard their eldero ipeak of th m. Th noot int resting ~ if st tion 

of Shintoi tio belie p.,.ie rs in the o nter in th pr otio a of faith he ling which 

om t.:. es occur . So e of th ei re ~o t oppo ed to at rn media l pract oe • 

Th hos •t l has g in d a d r put ion on some of the co nity r sidents . 

An one ho oes h re, this bein oonscn u of ~o.n ' Iseei nd so e s i , "su its 

to d at! . " The resid nts,i. p rt t le t, re hr to oonvino that the hoepit l 

1 th re for their ervico ud ua an th tit :ntonde )nly to off r h lp . Sore 

th 1. th doctor re i" to kill off th num or of J nee in the o tor o.nd 

gt Lh ir :and o r., o t r:rst ·n th 

ho it l cl. vOCUr r d th re lt of xo c ont , at, ol e, eto . 

' d th re,,,ortc t irst tl .:.t 1 r:ore tt.le cor. ... t ons o. th 

pr sont. ith :I: of tt ls o , t• hocp't l goto f o d st rt. Dr. Furut , 

the b cteriolo irt in oh r o of t.r d 'f< c;e , to l th 18 d e verel 

re rin:unded m for ying to his sm L. boy hen th l tl..or rofuaod to ca.t hi l 

o ro l : " o:..'d t tar e t th l. or · ·ou' 11 g t s' ck nd h va to to th hoapi l 

d th y'll ki~l you like th y did ·r. This i a f ir dio tion of he 

opin·o o so e o th po ul tion. On r eon hat th hospital hash. 0 oh 

i tn t the doctors nr er c r ful If there i anJ d G r or some 

afflict on b inu 001t cioua , tho iok erson must co to the ho pi al. any Is oi 

ould liko to ' p h ir eiok at horn d ro ort to hor.e tr nt • Th isei of' 

th th u u l one to ~· or t illnoos ·. ti r :1 • oft n t th 

nno oo of the ol r peo l • D' I i tould 1 t o r ort o th i h nlinr; 

pr otio s which o nt r n Sh nto . I pit of ·t e ot t a.t ri e a.r no lancer 

pr ant to ot n the oa. oit of he 1 rs, th curin· rao~io s k:no m to cur p ta 

of l'tlr 1 J J l h e sorn urvi l n th oultura.l ttorn of tho J ~ane o n 

rica. 
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Th beot 9X ~le Of fill th healing Of this kind CQJ:n9 out throu h the hospi ... al. 

A oman 1aa d ill.!5 of ooooydioides in the lungs. She had developed this di ease 1hile 

in the as embly centor and had transmitted it to her small son, eiGht years of 

ge. The t 10 ro put .i..n tho hospital :.n separate rooms in an effort to i solate the 

woman 0 s most oonoerned over the condition of the boy, who, incidentally, later 

recovered . The oman in her last dayo developed a fever of 108 degrees, losing 

con clcu~n~ss inter .• itl.ontly. She m.s chen u for dt.:ad by the hospital staff . The 

il'Otna.n' s f' , il in t he meantime beo o q ~ te concerned ov.ar h r obvious hi h fever . 

Eer husband and brother sked that they b allowed to try their r medias on the 

patient. Sinco the \Yoroan could .not possibl • survive th terrifio !'ever, !Jr. Kanai, 

the rosidont . hysicic.n in charge of the ous ae;reed that they mi ht.,. To refuss the 

f !.l this requost t the tim when the v1oml:ll'l was dying would be cxtror.:cly detri-

mGnLal to tho hospi ta.l nn l;he confidence which it is tryinl!' to ·.vin. The husband 

o.nd brother bro1.4·ht in live c r which t1 j h d au~ht in the irricntio~ onnal. 

Th 4 ish vmo llo .ed to f lop bout on tho hoapi tal floor until it died. Immodiately 

as it diod, its he d w s cut off and its blood squeezed out into n oup . The womo.n 

th n s ra od up to drink the fi sh's blood which sho did. This v:n.a e.cco1'1prutied 
t. 

by a. ·ml o ... muttor d i11oen t ti on on the po.rt of the brother . Th hu.;l>o.nd id 

b r oth r t h n mad ll oul ti ce fro;:. th I:' a.cerated r ains of the fish . This inns 

od ti ~htl;,' l;o th on 's bod~· o.nd she s loft alon • Durinr t e night she 

diod. The nur o on thl. !loor ooine ln uring the last moments to discover the poul-

tice, ... oe;sy r.d o<' or·ous ir. the .. ,ut bedclothes . She ~)u lled the fish off . Dr. Kanai 

s •cry car f4l not to toll th faro ly what the nurse had done lest the fm ily think 

th t the hospitc.l wus deliberatel~ tryin to offset their magic . He rcple.ecd the 

poultice and allowed tho Qmily to sec t hat it was stil l in its positi or when they 

went to view th., bod' and t o propa~e it for tho undertaker, I t is intorestin to 
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note th o.fter they do this theJ b the th ir h ds i n saltr.rator for urific tion. 

38. 

Thi p ttern w s follo d in this c se. The dea.d womnn'a on r oovored without the 

benefits of suoh trot ent. The nows of his mother's doath ~ s oarcf'ully kept 

from him by t he others in the f i l • 

It is true o rt i nl th:;;.t the hoB ital stuff is ov r orked nl are of'ten un ble 

to cor:to to the irmredie.te aid of the sick . This is one reason thnt the hospi tc. has 

not been bl a t o kee tho oor.munit · in u st t of oonfidenoo . Various homo remedies 

are uaed for ::i.ino1· i l:!.neeaoa b· soi In ei , .o do t l ia ro.ther tho.1 see· rr.edic 1 

c:1.:. lu s vcr ;, · *- ·e • ut the fee t i 1, cold 
·,mo 

attention, A oung I ~ci 101ian o 

tor an, r oi'ua d Lo h ed tho adv i c of the dooto_di·~o..; sk d b• nei hbors to visit 

the farily. The o .'.. ld ao uf'forin " fro: hen rostr io.1 an diod shortly there-

ft r. The r l.u_n o.f the ashe of this ch · d is osoribed some gee bo.ok. ' y 

I sei lso go into tho desert and 2iok up vt..rious hcrba nnd caoti whi ch they 

brew as tea and serve to tho oiok. I h ·vo not 30 n this ono and know it only 

as hearsay. superstitions out ioknos~ nnd tho re adies for various il l ne se 

nre subj ots of in rest d on which further vork must bo done. 

The off hoot of Shinto, Tenrikyo, i present in the Gil oom.'T'unity. Tenrikyo 

is a oomposito of three root elements: !..!:• heavon1 !!.• mindi and~. tho way of. 

Thus the ord moans "He venly y of ration 1 thinki " Although the Tenrikyo 

cult is limited in Am rion, havinG a fairly large follo . n in Japan, there re 

fe Ias i individuals who subsorib to the f 1th in the Gi l conununity. Tonrikyo 

has the SW'.ile basis of polytheism a does S1into roper. ctually, it is a cult of 

f,hint.o. It i more of' a reli~ion than Shinto r o er , howov r, ha.vin- definit promise 

or nn afterlife and a aerie of ver y •all d finod s or cnto for rrio. es fl.?ld 

funor ls. oaths a orn in the n:lme of Tenrikyo nre bindin • y of' the Iasei 

look dov on th oult oembors , o in t t th f 1th i just too silly f or words . 



Rob rt F. S noer 
Gilo. 'ov er 2, 10 2 

But TenrilcyO offers a promi e of afterlifo and suooese and freedom fra:i illa in 

this existenoe. Its followers o oot devout. The Tonrikyo dev lopm nt in this 

oountr i ~ndopendent of af1ili tions nth th ~oth r country. Thuo the Turlock 

Tenrikyo priest was not int rned and is present t the CB.!:1p. Aotually, • Tanaka 

is self- ppointed evancelist but he does h ve prostibe in the communit a c;r t 

8 d Christian minister . He haa a great reputation as a o~r r whioh 

perh p e:cpl!Un his followinb. The tu l mention of S :nto he lin:; pr otioea 

hould not be divorced from the disou aion of Tenrikyo, but th ttitud to d the 

two ia ligttly different. The ere t pro i o of Tenrikyo is in it curative powers. 
around 

Cur in tho oo rr uni ty o nter/Rev. nkn. Tenrikyo is som l t like Chris ion 

Soienoe i smuoh ao it pos s••• a tendency to :r:rl.nimize the ills of tho indi idu 1. 

Son of tho more ac ptic l Ioooi have told me t t R v. Tanaka >uto p o l of~ unti l 

39. 

the oure is roady to c o of its o e.ccor • Thon ho ffoots a curo thich roulcl ooour 

an Y• In y event, Rev. ':'~ ........ does have p ti nts who {;O to hin. for fnith our s. 

In curin peopl , Tank& puts p~p r 2oulticos on tho affected pa.rt. Ilo uses 

J pane rio paper and l ays it all ov r the po.rt of the bod;;· ich fe lo the pa.in . 

He r 8 "Ch por d t>Ut th hit s of gg on th f feot d cov rs 
I 

t 'th th p per. hen he chants , d oing around the ati nt . If t. ia rloos not 

effeot a cure, the "rev r nd" plays the Ja nese flu , shakohach·, and rope ts 

the p rfornuume. II ·hispor and oh to the ino tations , workin- him elf u into 

kind of frenzy s he does so . Ho is al ya master of himself, ho ev r , d doe 

not pr tend that spirit enters hi body. Ile r ther ummons lpiri ts hi oh lend 

our tivc po rs to th p p r and tho whites of egcs. The p11tient lio SU ino on 

the f loor hi le the cur r does this • He has effeoted nlro dy omo cures for atom ch 

ohe one; th believing Issoi o.nd the s ller children. Tho lisei r thor uvo.:.d 

him. Anoth r ' in whloh he curoe ls b kind of head liftin0 • The patient 

reolin s on the flo or of th house nntl tho everonJ quo.ta t his oad. :!e .ifl.;s 
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the head sever l times while ho ohanto and whis ors . I h ve no a en ithor o those 

oures porformed , lthough I hope to make the aoqu int oe of Rev •• an u ~men I 

return to riln. It is true th t ho h s n followin and th t many ssei balievo in 

his p rs even though they do not oubsoribe to ienrikyo. onor 1 ood luok, 

suocesa in f in , business, aooi 1 life, o.nd cur s re ao~ght by tho devoteo of 

Tenrikyo in ~rayers. Thus , if m h s ood l uck fter pray n for it , his 

be ic 7enrikyo ia strengthened . 

• 
It is in the reli g · ous if Gil tl t he olos 6t tios .it l t~e ~other 

oountr re anif sted . the religion p r ists 1here m y oth r tr i ts he. fallen 

a Y• The i ter hopes that Luddhia in i s ao ul u1· ted s p cts has been clearly 

del.i.ne ted d th t he posi tio11 of both r:u <lh' nts und Chri tian;:. 1.n cle r. Tu r e • 

r ie othe•· hri ti oats whioh h not. b on rncn-t .:. cned here ecu.uso of 

th .[ Chri ti "cicnti ta , Snlva ionists , 

enteoost li.., · s, nd " oly .. llers" o r pr en ed 

bu in vc y L 11 nunbers. The' ~re not unct "on~1c >o<l~o i n ~ Gi la cor::i::.unity. 




