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Struotural ‘eport
Chapter I
Shitutani, 11/10/42

An Introdustion to Tule Lake

The (regon Trail passed nearby, The area was onoe full of Indians, In
the vieinity one oan find bones and remains of covered wagons, Into this
barren and inaccessible valley with a colorful history came the unwanted hordes,
pushed on the orest of the tide of moder: intolersnce and ignorance, How strange
it must seem to the silent walls of rook that loem pondercusly nearby, Onoe
.mhlnlulwutm land visited by Mongoloids after the decades that had
gone bys

um.rnmmpmmwau”nm»mupm had
become the largest olty north of Seoramento in Californime The Tule Lake |
Helocation Center for Japanese evacuses is located in m northern California,
only a fow miles south of the Oregon border, in an old lake bed reclained by the
Federal "uresu of leolasations® lNot too many yoars ago the entire area was
under water and the surrcunding region was little more than wildemese, The
lake had been drained in the past two deoades and the region was gradually
settled by houssteaders, mostly ex-goldiers of another war for demcoracy and

“their familles,

The project area, including the huge furm, has a groes aoreage of more
than 26,000 acres, Water is abundant and is drawn from a diversion dam on Lost
Hver, a mountain stream nearby,

There is one large town toward whioh the commnity leans, Xlamath Falls,
Oregon, is but 85 miles away. The town of Tulelake, l;vm uiles away, is no nore

e,

1, The terms and conditions of the lease of land wore determined in the
Vemorandun of Understeand between the Direoctor of the Var ‘elocation Authority
o or on June 22 and June 25, 1042,




than a onee=horse town and obvicusly ocannot supply the needs of the llewell project,
with its population of about 15,000 people.
A general desoription of Tule Lake roject

As one drives along the highway adjoining the Projeot, he ocan see the barbed
wires and one guardtower after another (ealled "firetowers"), ocoupied by amed

soldiers on guard duty, As he turns off the highway and enters the project, he is
shallenged by the armed sentry who challenges all who enter. If a visitor should
arrive between the hours of 8 asm. %0 U pene, he 18 given a permit to onter, As

he drives down the street, he oan ses the green wooden post office, the homes of

the adninistrative personnel with their porches and lawns, and the administration
building with its driveway and fountain, Then one passes huge piles of lumber and
sheet rock to be used {or construotion of various items throughout the camp. As he
drives on, he can see rows upon rows of warchouses for evacuee property. Then

there iz the Dase lospital, sprawled out between the gate and the living quarters

of the evacuees, !inally, aifter crossing a huge firebreak, one can see the Larracks e
hundreds of monotonously unifora barracks, rowe wm of barracks -- lying in
repetitious serenity, These barmocks are black, covered with tar papers In the
center of the oamp is a huge flagiole, presented to the colany by the administration,
with the American [lag waving majeatiocally above,

One looks in wvain for trees and grase in Tyle Lake, There are no trees in
the colony, nor is there any grass othor Shan what the individuals brought and that
which was planted by evasuee gardeners for the homes of the administrative persomnel.
one looks around in vain for soenery, for the place is surrounded by barren and
rolling hills going on in nevereending monotony. "Firetowers" orop up in view now
and then, Unless one is fortunate, he will find dust aplenty and more than he had
expeoted of wind, Arcund him he will see Orientals «- yellow, white, and blaock e
stolidly or gaily going about in their ways. Children romp in the firebreaks while
the older generation hobble in the gravel streets, moving aside only for the trucks



that dash by in the mad hurry to go sowewhere, Young girls walk ars in am clad

voluptucusly in slacks, drawing vhistles and stares from those who look longingly
one Gangs of boys dash about vooiferously, Joking and swearing and adding to the

£41th of ms.r‘aw work olothes, Cocasionally one sees a relatively well-dressed
persen -~ o Seasher or a minister,

In the northwestern somer of the ocamp one encounters a siockening stench
and leams Yo his dismay that the cesspéol had been placed whore the wind
carries the odor back into the smup, luge piles of coal oan be seen here and
there in the firebreal, In the southem sestlion of the town he can see the
beginnings of a cemetery for tiose who would be free elsewhere, Nearty he can
see the furniture factory, & garage, a packing shed, and more lumber piled high
and guarded by wardens with colorful blue and gold armbands, |

On the southeastern part of the omwmp one finds an irrigation diteh cutting
off one row of blocks from the rest of the omnpe The isolabted reglon is referred
to as "Alaska,” and the most inmocessible pkoe in the comer is known as the
"pta Village," On the oubskirts oue sees more flretowers,

Physical faoilities and setting

The weathor is quite often the toplo of conversation in Tule Lake, The

temporature varies from well over 100 degrees in the swmer to the record ocold

of 27 degrees below zero in the winter, samzm in one day, & porson oxe
periences extreme hot and cold, During the sumser only the shades provide
relief, for the barracks Sturn % daking ovens, In the winter the ocamp ie
befogged with smoke from the hundreds of ohimneys, The' biting cold and the wind
are more than many oan beare

faln falls in Tule Lake until early in June and until then the weather
1s cold, In the summer mouths the relentless heat is acoompanied by whirlwinds,
unntimo 100 feet in dlameter, whioh twist their way through the camp, Often



de

hurling wp dirt for hundrede of feet, they spin Ghelr way madly through the camp
wreaking havoe vherever they go, Vindows are broken if not shut in time, and

the rooms are blackened with dust,

Late In August, the Cirst frost arrives and 1s lollowed Ly a period of
slight oold; Then the autuan of tolerable tines lasts for a few months,
Oradually the days bocome shorter and colder and by November it becomes necese~
sary to use antiefreese and to let the waterpipes run to prevent freezing,

Light snow and rain falls but is blown abous by the loy wind, Nighbe beconme
bitterly oold and the days are not mich better,

™ the summer the attention of many is turned to lunting rattle-snakes
and poorplonse In aubumn, the monotony of looking at flate-bottomed clouds and
‘purple, magonta and sold sunsets is broken by the flight of formations of geese
winging for the southland, There are goeuerally but few birds other than seagulls
in Tule lake,

The eamp i divided by huge firelreaks 1luto seven wards, six of which have
nine blocks each, while the last has ten, Fach block has & recreation hall,
ugually used for other purposes, a mess hall, latrines for men and for women,
‘and rooms for laundrye. 7The older blocks have separate rooms I'or ironing and
vashing, one men's latrine and two women's labrines, The now blocks have
only two ‘uildinge in the center, one for latrines and one for the laundrye
There are fourteen barracke for living quarters in each block and each barrack
has four or six rooms, BSome of the newer Llocks have barracks with rooms for
five, There are generally about 280 people in each blooke One barrack away
from the reoreation hall 1s the red light of the blook manager's of fice, Here
one oan got advice and supplies, and the mail,

Closer examination of the living quarters reveals that iu some seotions of
the canp several of the rooms have porches, sone ooustruoted with the professional
skill of & oarpenter and others banged together iu idle moments. Within the



rooms ¢ue finds furmiture ingeniously pleced together from sorap lumber and
wood aoquired sometines dishonestly, Floors are generally bare, tm sorwhires
are ogvered with a small rug or linocleums The walls are covered with either
firtex or sheet roock, and somctines extra pleoces of the material are used to
forn partitions to provide some privacy, In the center of the room is a huge
steol stove, three feet hish and at least a foot in diaweter, The beds are
oobs of canvas or stesl (i1f one is fortunate); cotton mattresses are provided,

Outside the barrack sand is banked agalnst the side %o prevent the cold
wind from seeping through the floors, The [(loors themsel¥es are double,
weak sleotricity (1000 watts) is provided for lighting and for radios in each
tarrack,

As one enbers a latrine, he finds the room divided, There is a long metal
shelf over which several faucets (half for hot water and half for cold) hang,
tne of the faucets is turned upward for those who wish to take a drink, (ence
rally the nen's latrines have no partitions and even the women do not have
much privaoye The shower room is adjoining and one finds there that the
conorete floors had been covered by removable wooden planks placed to keep one's
feet olean. Nails hang in the bare wooden walles for clothes. The water is
warm if one is fortunabe enocugh to go while the boller man is on duty,

In such & place the life in Tule Lake goes on.

A Day in Tule Lake

In the morning the aotivity begins at 7 o'olocke While some begin their

work earlier, all is in silence until that time, Then, the breakfast bells begin

throughout the owp in a din and ab once the cmypy seems Yo be arcused, From
the open doofc pour unwashed faoces with uncombed hair hurriedly rushing to the
wash room, half dressed, in the hopes of cleaning up before eatings In ten
minutes everyone who eares to get up is in the mees hall for Sheir breakfust
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whioh 4e gobbled down in another ten minutes, lot cakes, cereals, scustines
m:tg,mm.mdmmm.wmmpdm About

7446 the rush bLegine for worke &y this time the camp is fogged with the smoke
from the various ochimeys. Oroups of young people, laughing and joking, start
out for their days work == most of them in the direction of the administration
tuilding or the warehouses, Oroups of oldetimers plod along shuckling among
themsolves, Children with booke start on their long trek to school on the other

‘slde of the project, It is a motley group indeed,

The noise quiets at about 8,18, The trucks cease to run as regularly,
About 10 the housewives open thelr doors and sweop out the evereascusulating
dust or gossip with their neighbors or do their laundry. The din grows omnm-
ously until noon when the noon siren outs through the aire The trek bLegins aghin,
this time from the administration bullding toward home, In about ten minutes
the mess hall gonge Mwemmlrmmwm«-—umrﬂpﬁ
distinguishes them from the others:; "goug, gong, gong, gong,” or "gong see gong
see [ONE, §ONE, BOnge" Onoe again the rush and onse again the food is
orammed down between sputters of laughter and conversation. Gome solemnly stuff

_down the stew (ost common), beans, "slop suey,” fish (three tines weekly),

noodles of some kind, or an occasional roast, Onoe again there is the rush to
tie aduinistration bulldings then once again, quiet reigns. '

About three or four the children begin to pour out of school, Oanes of
softball or football begin in the firebreaks, Marbles, cops and robbers, "jin
tord," digging sand, and other activities begin where Shey left off the day
befores The din mountes again until 5418 when the evening siren blows and the
rush for home begine agaln. From this tine on the shower rooms are orowded;
girls primping and the boys shaving in preparation for their evening enjoyment.
The mess bhall tell mqumumpmdmomm theres The meals



at supper are very much like those served for Junch, In ten minutes the mess
halls are practically empty and only a few etray gluttons and late-comors are
lefte

In the evenings there is muoh visiting, courting and other things to do,
Pvery night there 1s some meebting, soms aotivity for the young and old, For
those acadenioally inolined there are claseses, taught generally Ly somecne in
the evacuee persomnel, Oroups gather about the fire to ohat, to eat something,
orF %o dlgouss the camp 1ife, Cuite often there are blook meetings and the lssel
men go thare, In the summer the gelety goes on until ten or eleven; in the
oold days there is relative guiet afSer eight, !y ten o'olook most of the
lights are out and the ocamunity - exoept for stray lovers - is once again in
peace,
The adjustment to Tule Lake .

Thue, in such an atmosphere the ploneer ocommnity of the Japanese evacuees

was set up, wiler sonditions unlike anything that they or their parents had
evor fused, It 18 indeed & unique environment with a strange hybridization
of oultursl traits,

True, the evacuess were not prisoners of war, but they smmot leave the
center without the permiseion of the Amy, Theore are inconveniences in sanibtae-
tion fecilities; home furnighings are different; the houses are monotonously
oinilar; mont families are oraszped into a single roomy the usual modes ol
transportation anéd comrmunications are lacking or limitedy personal possescious
are limited since most people sold woryﬁhing that they oould not carcye
One would expect that the nodes of living would change in suoh circunstances.

The dust, the heat, the sold, and the high olizate make things diffioulte The
dentral ized cantirol by Caucasians als> makes a difference,

In the face of these changed sconditions, in the faoe of unsooustomed problems
and new gituations, how did the Japanese evacuees adjust to the camp lise? liow did
the Japanese and thelr Americaneborn children continue o fulfill their basio desires?
How did the process of adjustment work in Tyle Lake?



