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TTTUTIONS

Introduction
Education might be broadly defined as the means whereby a group attempis

to perpetuate ite skills, customs and values by inculcating these traits into
the habites and sentiments of the younger members. The evacuees in Tule Lake,
however, face special problems because of the peculiar nature f the situation
in which they find themselves. On the one hand, the youngsters are confronted
by the values by which their parents livej om the other, by the values which
are taught in the public schools. This is not to say that the value systems
are entirely different, tut there are enough significant differences to make
for difficulties.

We shall be concerned in this section primarily with formal education=--
the formalized modes of transmission found in all specialized, technological
societies. Educational opportunities are provided for all who understand
English in the eight nmursery schools, three grammar schools, high school,
end adult education classes. Arrangements are now being made for higher
education for those of codlege age. Ve shall also concern oubselves briefly
with the working of the Student Relocation Council, set up for those who wish

to learn elsewhere.

AInformel Fdueation
Youngsters of any immigrant group face difficulties in their formative

years, for sometimes what they learn at home is quite ad edds with whai they
are taught to believe outside. Quite oftem a child is disappointed when his

actions, thoroughly approved outside, meet with disapproval amd reproach at



home. The liisei have been reared under two veluesj some have chosen one, some
the other. On the whole, one might say that the school and the neighborhoed
have been wore powerful factors than the home since most liisei unconsciously
accept American waysj however, the evacuation erisis may have caused some to
shift their sentiments.

Another difficulty faced by children of immigrants is the difficulty in
communication. Very few are the Issei who speak English fluently. However,
the Nisei who cultivates his knowledge of the Japanese language too much often
finds himself embarrassed inm his dealings with Caucesians or other Nisei.
Noretheless, in epite of differences in language and in spite of the influence
of the schools and friends, one cannot discount the powerful weight of the
primary group controls.

Two factors that may have increased the influence of the primary group
controls in Tule Lake are (1) the close living quarters amd (2) the sentiments
aroused by the evacuation itself. The close qarters seriously hampers the
activities of an individual for rumors and gossip spreads like wildfire. This
probably heightened the apprehension of some parents at the un-Japanese ways
of their offsprings and may have led to a tightening of contrels. Further, the
evacuation in which cidizens and aliens were uprooted alike made it difficult
for the Nisel to argue with their parenis over various issues and claim that
they were no longer bound by old ideals "becausé they were Americans." The
Issei had claimed that blood was more important thah citiszenship and the debacle
gave some justification to their view.

Besides the gpproval and disapproval in the family, the Nisei youth is
surrounded by influences in the community. The church without question has
much effect. The recreation department is emother factor in socialiszation, for
it provides clubs, classes, group activities, end other media for the exchange
of thoughts. The Community Forum spomsored by the recreation department also

served. Finally, the Tulean Dispatch is read assiduously by most colonistis.



One factor in socialization that cannot be ignored is the age-group gang.
The basis for the formation of gange and cliques are many: territoriel proximity,
previous acquaintance; classroom friendships, and eimiler interesies in sports,
emong other things. The rapid spread of phrases such es "haba haba", "e¢'m on now",
"get'cha down"; "hi'ya"; and "was' time" indicates to some extent the influence
of gangs on the inquisitive and imitative minds.

It is indeed unfortunate that this very importent fegment of the educational
process in Tule Lake could not be covered in more detail. However, lack of re-

liable data must limit our discussion,

Student Relocation
Strietly speaking, Student Relccation should not fall within the sphere of

education in Tule Lake. The National Student Relocation Council was set up for
the purpose of helping Nisei students get out of the various centers to continue
the training thet was interrupted by the evacuation order. It was set up by the
American Friende Service Committee upon the request of the Wa R. As because many
felt that students who might some day be of great service to humanity are being
deprived of the oppootunity to train themselves for their responsibilities. As
we shall see, everything did not turm out in accordance with the ideals.

Interest in student relocation gained and waned severel times in Tule Lake.
During June, the Tulear Dispatch published several encouraging editorials and
articles about the possibilities of students being relocated. However, since
no one was released from the camps, many Nisei began to look upon the committee
with doubt and suspicion. lMost Nisei seemed to feel that it would be almost
impossible to get out of the center anyway.

On July 1, the interest in relocation suddenly rose when Floyd Schmoe of
the Friends Service Committeee visited the center. In a sultry evening, he
addressed about 150 Nisei--mostly from Sacramento--and asked them fo form a

Tule Lake Student Relocation Commitbee to handle some of the work in the project.



At that time, representatives were selected from four regions from which the.
majority of the studemts attending the meeting had comew-Washington, Oregon,
Sacramento, and the Pay Region. lire Schmoe then selected an old friend to be
chairman and picked another Nisei girl to be secretary. Thie selection ceused
some resentment since both the selectees were from Weshington and the majority
of the students were from Cglifornia. However, the matter was soon forgotten
since the committee did mot do emything enyway.

The first wmeeting of the Tule Leke Committee was held on July 8, but nothing
definite was accomplished. The first Niseli to be relocated left camp on July 8,
but he was such a brilliant student that most people did not think it too unusual.
From that time until November the interest in the committee was negligible. Many
Nisei had become tired of the camp and wanted to get out badly, but so few were
getting out that most of them gave up in despair. Many had filled out questionaires
but had received no replies and assumed that nothing had been done for them. GSome
of the Nisei felt:s

"Those damn Student Relocation guys=-they talk big but they don't
do a damn thing."

"Those guys are in for their own. Don't ever think a keto would
work like that for us for nothing."

“I guess they're trying hard, but they're pp against too much.?
“lNobody can get out of this place amyway."
"Ceey I'd sure like to get out. I've writéen and writtem. I've
been accepted in four colleges, but I still can't get out. I
think the botilemeck is in Berkeley."
“I guess I may as well make the best of it in cemp. The chances of
getting out are bade lMaybe I'll go to the sugar beets and then
go to school from thekte. The committee is too slow."
In spite of the expressions of disgust, whenever a member of the committee
or anyone vaguely comnected to the committee visited the camp, he was swemped

by Nisei who wanted to know what happened to their lppllcatiOII;l Some students

l. It is interesting to note that the very individuals who had made the
remarks quoted above were among those who were the first to demand to see the
Caucasians connected to the committee.



made an effort to esee every person comnected with education who came to the center.
Thus, when Dr. Blaisdell visited the colony to see if something could not be done
about higher education in the colony itself, he was swamped by students who wanted
him to exert his influence in getting them out of the center. Some of them said:
"I was told that I was en $ke list of people who couldn't get out
because I am a Kibei and the Army won't let any Kibei out. Can't
they just make one exeption? I promise that I won't do anything
bad. After all one exeption isn't going to mean anything. I can't
see why I can't get outs I don 't care how the general program is
coming out."

“I've written and written but they just tell me to wait until the
Army sends a permit. Can't you tell them for me that I'm in a

hurry?"

Gradually in September the W.R.As. and Army regulations relaxed and it
became possible for some to leave. Ome by one, students began to go out to school,
but on the whole, there was very little for the Tule Lake committee to do. For
one thing, many had forgotten that a committee existed in the colony. Further-
more, wary of the competance of the committee in Berkeley, many Nisei applied
for admittance on their own and tried to get out by their own effeorts. They did
not redlisze that the only chamnel through which they could get educational leaves
was the Student Relocation Council. By tholond of Oectober, about 50 students
had left for colloeges.

The work in student relocation received a definite stimulus when Dr. Howard
K« Beale, the newly appointed executive secretary of the Council,visited the
colony on October 3l. He talked to several of those who wished to go and then
helped to reorganize the committee that Mr. Schmoe had set up so that some work
could be dome. The Tulean Dispatch cooperated by running several articles on
the following week. Procedures were finally established for getting general
information, for counseling, for obtaining leaves, and for the distribution of
questionnaires. From this pcint on, many Nisei poured daily into the social
welfare office to meke arrangements for leaving. Their attitude of disgust was

still epperent, but many changed their minds as stiudents began leaving.



It was indeed unfortunate that a more careful selection was noi made of the
utudonts\to leave. Actually, omly those with money enough to support theuselves
left the centers. There were a few of exceptional brilliance who were given
scholarships, but since the Army required proéf that Nisei will not become publie
charges, the selection was entirely on the basis of financial eligibility. Many
Nisei who had never before mingled with Caucasian, some with extrewely pro-Japanese
attitudes, some with extremely bitter attitudes, many who wished to leave only
to get out of the disagreeable situation in Tule Lake were allowed to get out
because they had money. Others who had mingled well with Caucasians before,
some with extremely high scholastic averages were not allowed to go because tho&
could not satisfy the financial requirement. As a result of this poor selection,
some colleges in the Bast refused to accept any more Nisei. Unfavorable impres=-
sions were made by those Nisei who insisted upon staying in racial cliquesyand
these situations greatly hampered the work of the committee.

The following were some of the reasons given when asked why students wanted
to go to schools

1) "I don't see any sense in sticking around here. If we're immobilized
for the duretion, I figure I might as well make the most of it
and get an education."

2) "You can't learn anything in a dump like this. Vhy stick around
in a plece like this?"

8) "I hate this plece. Anything to get out of here."

4) "I'm going to Japan after the war and I want to have some training
g0 I can get a job."

5) "I miss the old life at the J.,S5,C. I want to pal around with
some Nisei students. This place is too dull. I've got a lot
of friends in Colorado and I figure I might as well go out with
them end have some fun."

6) "I went to finish my work for my degree. I don't know what good
a degree will do me but I want one."

The majority of those who applied for leaves were sophomores and juniors
in college who wished to finish their work. The number of high school graduates

was small.



Thus, the student relocation finally got under way in the fall after many
disappointments. WNany Nisei, bent upon getting out and not caring how, cursed
the elownees of the committee, but took every advantage of anything they could
get from it. Unfortunately many deserving studenia were unable to go because

of their low finanecial status.

Adult Iducation
Because of the delays in other depariments of education, the Adult Education

Department bore the brunt of the educational work (i.e., formal instruetiom) in
Tule Lake during the first half year. Under the competant direction of Dr. Marion
Francis, formerly of the American Liuseum of Naturel History staff, the program

got under way early in June and hit its pesk in August and September. It vas
indeed fortunate that the director was a woman of unusual efficiency and wide
interest. Since the high school did not open until late in September, since the
higher education program is yet to begin, and since the student relocation program
was 80 slow in starting, a wide variety eof eourao;-uany ordinarily taught in high
schools and colldeges rather ithan in adult education--were offered. The only
resiriction seemed to be the availability of teachers whom Dr. Francis felt were
competants Any course for which a competant teacher could be found emong the
coloniets and for which enough siudents registered was offered.

Barly in June, classes were started in typing, shorthand, and general clerical
training. Urs. Shirrell began teaching courses in English for the Issei. This
work continued throughout the months of June and July, and it was not until the
first of August that a more comprehemnsive program began. Courses were then
offered in American history, agriculture, clothing (swwing and pattern drafting),
commercial subjects, cosmetology, economics, English, philosophy, art, floriculture,
flower arrangement, political science, socioclogy, mathematice, speech, and

marriage problon-.‘

4. TFor a complete list of courses see the Tulean Dispatch, August 3, 1942.



This varied program continued until fall, when the emrollment began to fall
because of the opening of high school, the rieing interest in student relocation
(many of the teachers were among those o leave), and the coming of cold weather
which made it hard to attiend night classes. Furihermore, conflicte arose bet-
ween the supervisor and several of the teachers and many of the stiaff resigned.
At present, the emphasis in on ccmmercial subjects, sewing and pattern drafting,
and English for the Issei. There are a few additional courses being offered,
such as, psychology, but such courses are being taken over by the high school
and the higher education program.

During ite peak, adult education classes drew from four to several hundred
students. Without question, the English end sewing classes had the best atten-
dance. These classes were attended primarily by Issei and Kibei although many
young Nisei matrons signed up for sewing (eince that is something that the Ja-
penese feel all women should kmow). Iost of the other claseces were attended
largely by Nisei high school graduates who wished to further their training
and background.

When asked why they attended classes, some Nisel replied:

"I want to make the most of my stay in camp. There's no use
gitting around and brooding. I want to take advantage of my
stay here and learn something that will help me when I get
out." (Most common reply)

"I know I'm weak in some subjects. I've alwaye wanted to learn
some of these things, but I never got & chance tec study before

because I had to work."

“No use wasting time. I want to improve myself so that in the
hard times after the war I'll have something to offer."

Inasmuch as attendance and work was not compulsory, adult education work
placed a great strain on the young teachers, most of whom had never had any
teaching experience before. In spite of the cooperative attitude of the stu-
dente who came, some of the teachers did not take their respomsibilities
seriously. Although on the whole, the teachers worked comscientiously, some

had the feeling:



"Why should I work? Those dumb ninnies don't know what the
hell's going on anyway."

"This is the easiest job I could find. That's the only reason
I'm teaching.”

"This is Just a pastime for me until I get the hell out of here."

The lack of the feeling of responsibility on the part of some teachers, how-
ever, was but cne of tho meny problems which confronted the department. The
major problem was one of the strained relationships between many of the teachers
and Dr. Francis. As ie have noted, she was an extremely efficient woman, and
she expected everyone on the staff tc live up to her standards. SChe required a
weekly report on attendance and progress} she attended some of the classes her-
self to check up on the quality of the teaching. Furthermore, her perscnality
seemed diatast,fui to many who came in contacl with her. GSome typical comzents
were1 4

"Bq#. is she snooty! GShe's always licking the ceiling. Her nose
}b up 8o high it'e a wonder she can see where she's going."

“Dr. Franeis is very nice, but she is so easily hurt that I'm afraid
to,disagree with her. I guess she knows her stuff all right, but it's
our) hard to get along with her.”

"Iin't she funny? She reminds me of a high society woman walking
around a mule barn,"

"That r‘ﬂ-”whudod biteh! Che wants everything her own way. We cun't
do anytbing on our own initiative.”

As a matter ﬁf facty, it wae difficult for amyone to take the initiative in
anything, oi.ncq for the sake of efficiency everything was regimented amd had to
pasg over l;t'x" desk. That is not to say that Dr. Francis was not open to sugges~
tions, bt everything had tc have her approval before it could be done. The
erililx‘/ ;:amo on August 10, when she ennounced at & staff meeting that there were
certain rules that had to be followed end that ovor;:ng hed to go through the
"proper channels.”" She demended that everyone ieach #8 22 hours a week and spend
22 hours more on preparation. lost teashers, being inexperienced, felt that they

could not prepere a onosehour lecture in one hour and protested. It was learned



later that the ruling had been made by Mr. Harkness, head of the education de~
partment, egainst the wishes of Dr. Fremcis. However, it was too laie. Many of
the best teachers on the staff resigned in protest and sought jobs elsewhere.
Complaints were numerous about ineompetant teachers. Some were not indi-
viduals who took their ".;iork seriouslyj others simply did not have the background
to teach. In somse clu(ds. antiquated and obsolete material was presented. In
others, the instructors 'ﬁgught their own pointe of view~-being wholly oblivious
to the existence of other schools of thought, Some of the comments among college
graduates weres A .

"That guy tod.onngz' leaven help the poor students!"™

"He dobdn kqdw enything about « He doesn't know his ase
from a i plo ;I.n the ground."

"lie dn).y wenlt to collegn for two years. I don't think hew# learnmed
anything thep, In fact, it's a wonder he ever got out of high
schyol ¢ |

On the ofthe:’*’ha.nd. ‘soup teachers were warmly praiseds

-/H. wq,k- 80 ha{d for only $19. I certainly feel thankful that
thow are such ‘pecple around."

msh one of the belt instructors I've ever had."

Anothet’y’ laorious handicap to the adult eduecaiion program was the lack of any
dort of ;gr.tipmon't.‘ Classes met in barren and empiy recreation halls scattered
all over/ tho dg.mg 'I‘Iu students sat on the floors, on cotes that happendd to be
in tho block mu er's office, on boxes or on their haunches. No blackboards
or paper _wonﬁ nv‘d.L‘blo. There were constant conflicte over who was to have
whioch rog:n, and uv‘ornl classes were foreed to change their locations The
toachoﬂ were forcod 1o improvise whenever they could. Lectures were held in
up‘tyfou halls and on the ground outside during exiremely hot days. In spite
of piq’eo difficulties, the students and teachers vho remeined with the departaent
+M. In September, hoﬁvor. when the schools opened and opportunities arose
tb léave the center, many of the staff resigumed.

Thus, we see that in spite of the handicaps; the adult education program

cayried the brunt of the work until the sdhols were established.

v
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During the middle of June, the Nursery schols opened in Tule Lake. The
initial enrollment was 55-~divided into two age groups: two and three year-olds
and four and five year-olds. Six teachers wokked under the supervisor, Miss
Marianne Robinson of Mills College. The furniture for the school was made by
one of the parents--30 chairs, 6 tables, a slide and a whedlbarrow.5 As the
camp began to fill, one school was opened in each ward. The last school opened
in August in block 71.

The practical purpose served by the schools was the releasing of many women
who would otherwise be burdened by the watching of their childrem. Hegardless
of whatever idealistically stated purposes in the reports for the W.R.A. about
Americeniszation and and the proper training of a child, this seemed to be about
the only actual function served.

Mady of the youngsters living in the vicinity of the schools attend, al-
though there are many mothers who refuse to leave their children in the hands
of young girls. However, there are today over 200 pupils enrolled. There were
some complaints from some Nisei mothersj

"Those girls don't know anything. They teasch my children bad
habite."

"My child never spoke Japanese before he went to nursery school.
He's getting more Japanesy every day."

The schedule begins 83115 in the morning with the morning inspection, follewed
by quiet play until 9. Then there is a creative period of one hour. Toilet
room procedure comes from 10 to 10:15 and then the children are fed cracker and
cocoa., OSinging comes next--sometimes story tellings then comes free play, indoor
our outdoor as the weather permits. After lunch there is a nap period until 2:45.
This is again followed by toilet and wash period and the eating. Story telling

or singing takes place again umtil 3:45. The day ends after a period of free play.

5. Tulean Dispatch, June 18, 1942.
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Among the major problems facing the nursery schools is the lack of adequate
personmel. There is only one teacher who has even had child psychology on an
elementary level, and most of the teachers are oblivious of the fact that
nursery school education is a broad fleld of situdy. They do not take seriously
Miss Robinson's training program; very few realize that they lack training
enough to wish to study. Methode of punishment depend upon the teumperament of
the instructoer rather than psychology. Most teachers seem to be of the opinion
that anyone can take care of a child. Many are impatient with the children.

Not much favorable comment can be made for the teaching personnel.

Another serious problem is the Japenization of the children of Nisei parents.
Some of the children had been reared by Issei and Kibei perents and spoke only
Japanese. Although the children who cannot understand English are in a minority,
the others are finding it eamsier to communicate with them by using Japanese. The
teachers are apparently not making too much effort to teach the youngsiers
English; in fact, some of them do not kmow much English themselves. It seeus
that the few who speek only Japenese are forcing the others whe are either
bilingual or English-speaking to speak more and more Jepanese. A few of the
teachers are concerned about this, but the othere do not seem to care. The
children play Japanese games and imlitate the antice of the Issei more and more.
One mother whose child always spoke Inglish complained:

"I'd like to get my children away from that school but I can't.
I have so much work to do that I can't wateh my children like I
shoulde M_____ has never spokem Japunese before."

Another mother replied to a question on the matter:

"I don"t see why the children shouldn't speak Japanese. We're
all going to Japan after the war anyway."

S5till another mother saids

“If my children learned good Japanesey I wouldn't comphain so much.
But the Japanese they learm is vulgar--not accepted in Japan."

Equipment was apparently not as serious a problem with the nursery schoole

as it was with the other departments, but the other problems were more serious.

What happens to these children remains to be seen.



