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DISORGANIZATION OF THE FAMILY

Long before the attack on Pearl Harbor, the process of
family disorganisation was woll under way among the Japanese ocn
the Paocifiec Coaste The norms of behavior which diotated the
relations between members of the family were no longer cone
sldered imperative by everyone concerneds From the time that
the liseld bogan ooming of age in considerable mumbers, the old
family system of Japan began to break downe In the American
enviromsent, the Nisei learned new values and of'ten fuiled to
ocomprehend the significance of the wvalues under which their
parents liveds Econmmically, the Nisei learned to be more ine
dividualistio, and tho stress on hedonistic satisfaction in
American culture was taken overs lNor were the Nisei alone in
this trensformation; many of the Issei changed their attitudes,
although quite often it was e matter of emulating Americen ways
rather than acoepting the new valuese

In Jepan, during the early purt of this century, the femily
was an end in itself and ite honor was sealously guarded, ite
tranditions and ancostors being looked upon with much reverence.
The emphasis was placed in the group and its perpetuation and not
upon the feelings of the individual memberse It was a compree
hensive unit, and its mature conditioned all other aspeots of
soolal organizations

Within the household, the master's word was laws, All
property was held colleotively; items were conceived of as



belonging to the family under the trusteeship of the masters Any
breach of rules was considered an offense against the fum.ly godse
The individual was no more than the cell in the households

All marriages were arranged by pearents o relatives. Since
the perpetuation of the family was the basio aim, the question
of marriage could not be entrusted to the young people themselves.
The desires of the individuals could not be allowed to thwart the
needs of the houscholde NMarriage was an affair of the family,
a pure and simple businoss arrangemente

By Decamber 7, 1941, many changes had already been made in
this systeme The Nisei had rewolted against autoeratic femily
controle While the remnants of familial sentiments may have
remained, the roverence for ancestors was virtually nonexistente
Property was no longer held in common, cach individual quite
of'ten keoping a share as 'his own' or oven starting a separate bank
acoountte
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tione Oo=betweens wore retained, but they played no real function
and were brought in as a matter of formalitye Usually, the
individuals seock theolr own mates == gomotimes with the aid of
their parents == and the individual has the last word as to whether
oF not ho or she wishos to marrye Dven if a Nisei should refuse
to marry someoone that his pereuts had picked for him, his action
would not heve caused much disturbanoce.

As one might imegine, considerable maladjustment did oecoure
As the ewacuoes were relocated to Tule Lake, the procoss of femily

disorganisation had already gone quite fare



Vie are concerned primarily with the effect of the changed
ciroustances on the Nisei and theo Japancse fumilye As one might
expect, the majority of the femilies did make a bearsble adjuste
ment to the new envircmment, There were same, however, that
failed to malo this adjustments True, many of these individuals
were having difficulties on the outside and the changed conditions
provided the opportunity for malking the breach mare ocmpletes
Ve are ommocerned, then, with the factors that led to (1) the treake
down of the rules that governed the relationship between members
of the femily in Tule Lake for the first time, end (2) the ine
tonsifying of the brealdowns in the rules of bohavior that ocourred
prior to entrance to the center.

"Change of conditions is o factor, but ot a cause of social
happeningss it merely furnishes influences which will produce
definite effects only when combined with definite preexisting
Mmuu.mmwutmhtw."um
therefore seok new attitudes that have been Lrought forth by the
changed conditions, which oombining with the preexisting oncs leod
W tho bLreakdowne '

A fow cases of adulteory wore aired rather freely in Tule Lake,
Ordinarily in & Japanese cammmity such mattors are not talled about
in public, but these instances were rather widely imowne True,
adultery had been going on even in rural Japan where the primarye
group controle were rathor strongy however, it was never approved
in spite of the relatively "low" moral standerds among the working
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Instances of suspected inocest wore also airede Gossip made
the rounds very rapidly in the ward where the doed ocourred. Incest,
of course, is taboo among the Japmese as well as among virtually
all pooples in the world. liowever, perhaps because the authority
of the father is great in Japan, the objootion was ot as groat
as it was against other irregularitics.

Several cases have gone to the Legal Ald Departuent asking
for a divorces Roasons and changes wore varieds In Japan, the
feoling was rather high against divoreees and grass widowsy
howover, it was possible to get divorces if it seemed quite obwvious
that the couple could not get alonge In such an instance, the
bride simply lef't the household or the husband asited hor %o leaves
It was relatively casy to separate in Japan, but there was same
sontiment against ite

Among the Japanose on the West Coast, "handy-men" were in
& sense an institutions They were rather common on small farms
where one man would besome attached to a family and wes almost
oonsidered cne of the groups The children referred to him as
Sjisan and troated him like an uncle or grandfathers In Tule Lake,
some of the handyemen relationships became disturbed, Somtimes
the wanan of the family had had relations with the handye-man and
trouble arose as a consogquence, Thoy weore no longer neoded and

2+ All doouments are omitteds Inmsmuch as the files of the
Comrunity Welfare Department are very incomplote and inadequate,
the scant data taken out had to be supplemented with interviews and
oxanination of other recordse At the date of writing, this investie
gation has just and more ocomplete records on individual cases
will not be ready monthse DBesides being incomplete, there are
nany inscourate statements that must be checkeds




were sometimes troated harshlye

Discord arcse in soveral fumilies beocause of the fear on
the part of the husband of compotitors and also boocause of the
distrust of tho husband by the wifes Charges and countereshargos
wore made of infidelity and scmetimes even neighbors took part in
the quarrelss Somo fumilios ended in the divoree courtsy some
suffered physical violencej other quarrels died down natwrallye

Perhaps the two things that ocourred that would have shooked
the Japanees socioty most were (1) the desertion of & Laby, and
(2) the mistreatment of an aged mothers

Desertion of & baby would be ineonceiveble in the old Japanese
family with its powerful primaryegroup ocontrolse Inasmuch as the
baby is considered the means Ly whioh the fumily is perpetuated,
it is cared for very carefully. Sometimes bables were abandonod
i they woere deformed or otherwise lacking, but to desert a healthy
and perfectly normal baby was considered almost a crimes

Another aspect of the Japanese fumily system was the oare and
reverenoce shown to clderse 'hen an elderly woman is thrown out
of the household by the children, it is very definitely considered
an unpious aocte In this particular csse, the ccxumity was upset
but not sufficiently unified to take any actione Gossip and ugly
runors made the rounds, but nothing wes sald after a fow nonths
had jesseds

It seons that the changed conditions of the center have boen
a fastor in the dlsorganization of the femily in? ule Lakes Some
of the femiliee that were having difficulties on the outside found
that the strain wes too great and the final split ccourred in Tule



Lake, In many instances, the conditions in Tule lake served
to change the relatiocnships that existed on the outsides

Among the now attitudes that were importent were the feeling
that one could be freo to seok new experiences and the feeling
that one should guard more carefully the possessions that ho cous
sidered justly hise Those attitudes of course worked with the
attitudos that existed befores It seems that the now economie
mutzob—l-mgimnm’mtwhdmnh
with the changese Desires that they had long entertained finally
wore given an opportunity to materialises On the other hand, in
the olose quartors, many felt the nooessity of protecting his
fenily neme and perhape booame overecautiocus to the point where
they beocame unbearabilee The aoguisitive attitude, which the
Japancse probably piched up after somo time in Amerdoca, figured
in etrongly in the ploture,

Almost without question, the close housing quarters had
much to do with the situation, The fact that people lived in
uch proximity made gossip fearfully offectives Those entertaine
ing ideas of infidelity wore given @ better chance to perform
thelr deods This in turn mosnt that groater cere had to v

exoroised in any illicit relaticns end also that the fumily members

had to wad i eash other more oloselys The fear of idle tell wae
very groat. |

As we night expoct, the mixed marriage fumilies experienced
great difficultye Quite often, the noneJapancse party came along
with his spouse and lived in tho conters Few of them soemed %o
have made a satisfactory adjustment to eamp life, but most of them
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have lef't when the opportunity aroses Some have broken off thelsr
rolationshipse

In the close living quarters, inelaws prosented a groater
problem than they had before. Not only do thoy cause trouble by
meddling in the children's affairs, but sometines & fight among
themselves has led %o a separation orf a strain in the family of
the younger generatione

In a ocenter where recreational facilities are restricted,
one would expeot sex activities to be over-emphaglsed, And so
it seems to bes The desire for mutual response is sometimes
satiofied outside tho acospted channolse !andymenrelationships
which existed on the outside have been altered tooe On the other
hand, bocause of the elose gquarters the injured party raises nore
&W“hMM&Midtnhﬂm:mﬂn“
hand, groater opportunities sre provided for those who wigh to
soek pleasure outside the family.

The possibility for working in the booteficlds seems o
have lrought some changese lon who have been dissatisfied have
lefts On the other hand, women whose husbands are working in
the fields away from the oeonter hawe entertained other loverse

One oannot help but emphasising the importance of the changed
esoncmio system upon family disorganization, The fast that children
are no longer nee essarily dependent upon their parents and the
fact that many women no longer have to look to their husbands for
support have boen important factorse The sense of temporary
seourity along this line has made it possidle for the emancipated
individuals to go about in satisfying other desires that they have

probably long entertainede
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There have no doubt beoen many factors that brought about
femily disorganization in Tule lakes Of those many factors, the
changed oonditiocns were no doubt one of the importent onese
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