
L 

I Introduction 

uoh h a b n on th def' t on or r oro t o d ts 

l re is di t ot on from ed o ti.on , a t , 1 t vi s . 

no n d to d fin th t for or this oh tor, for 

'I 

the 

iviti i 

'onhs tr 

d ly re tsor b d or 

tion 1 e.ot-

on of th re ro t o• 1 

nt, 

a.ot1v1 ti a dep 

th 1 olo 1 1 

in the dmi 1 tr tion 

o v r , t er ia need to 

otion of reore t n for u h 

at on f fo rs under t nd n or th 

11 s of ev ueee . 

or tion h s in th 

For the i d vi 1 r on 1 ty r er t on is on rnlly not 

th 000 or o u-

1 a , ut h vi n ra re tio t a be 

o din i T 08 

r nts d the e of d1Udr n 

080 h r mi t onoeiv bly find so 

lationship of 1 y to c ildr n ' 

row"n iolo io 1 syoholo 

noth n or than 

the oth r h n , it i 

u lly 1:10 , of in 

n eds . "Stud " oner 

r onal e ti f t 01s, 

in the diotont .future. In th so 

ll l ustr te in the p ay or ln-

or or hil-

h on si fio in e re• 

tur t en, but for the h ld 

ic 1 or a , th re is rob bly 
' 

in pl aur blo ty. 

oe ved m • 
1 r t r ot on of fund nt l 

lly con eiv d as a c or 

lo , t t mo ent, till 

os , t re is suspe on of 

th one to r s on r n the t the no of 1. in he 



IO AL 0 ·~rzATIO 1 - 2- F nk 

0 th de r e that roe l nnticipe.t od end ro r f o ed . 

t1vity 1o idontifi od th he 

rise, or ith urteh p, th 

0 l on tor-

r ere tion for t he 1•:;on 

r creation h s close arr n 

ob a .tion, or per on ex res 

otlvity lose the 

ontif ea it. 

to e re siv e rel 

er, for 

ct r ot 

y can r t . 

io • b avior. 

11 the e 

t or is a r ele oe of' tens ons h oh robnbly results in tho.rt! 

offocts, but roorontio h the furth r qunl ty t t •t does no 

1 ve a d tur 'n 

ontioned. 

t er off t as n the lo oua ins t es 

Conoidorin the histo of J anoae on the oifio Co st 

Einoo tho outbr ale of r ' th J pun1 1t is n edlooa to st t 

that th psychol ogical stat or t h se o lo y bo de orib d as 

dist ,bed, di or nized, frus t r t d thout 

ho.ppy exprosEion.. nowin ~ is hi tory, ono y r cadi ly und r-

at the meanin , of th Isa 1 who deol rod, "Ther ia noth n 

o-

but em ti eas wit in man ,"1 a etier 1 attitude m oh i expr ased 

in vnrio s ys by eso ople thou h thoy 11 an e s tially 

the s . o thin • 

Amon , th J enaeo 

consider ble em hash on the 

ther h s l ye xi tod a 

t or indu try a d er ever nee 

at hard ork, d men nmo them t r ou ht not 'n of' in 

ten to fi o n hours a day on their r nns , t their ro ery atoros 

d m r et , lls , or at any enterpr a th t would rovid th 

an inoo e for liv lih od and os ibly f or e 1th. ost of t hos 

poople or inally o o o.s " 1 rd or p s i nt upon s vi 

Jfu.ary ote , Au "ust 1, 1 42 



REC.EA IOlAL ORG IZATION .Frank iyomoto 

enou h to return to Japan where they mi ht establish themselves 

at a higher status than when they left J ut as the years "WOre on, 

families were established, and the ma ing of a "pot- o' - old" quickly 

grew di er . They remained here but still co centrated much of their 

ener upon work . tever these people had f or-their life oals , 

whether of family st tus, ealth, education for the children, or 

of a timulated hope of r turnin to Ja n, their am ition a 

closely tied into their work for they expended much of thoir time 

and energy at their ocoup tion a d h d relntivel little time to 

expand their experieno in other direct ons . Not only was this 

rue of the male imm.i r nts , but men, too, often worked closely 

side by side with their husbands or spent much time at the menial 

t sks about tho home . They w re, of course , not entirely without 

their leisure ti~e pleasures . ese otivitie ch r cteristically 

fell within the pattern of social oalls (usually quite fonnal) , 

drinking parties amonF the men, oh or s~o i r,ames , or anizing 

and participating in kenjinkais (prefec'b.lr 1 groups) , Japanese 

Association, business associations (which were frequently as social 

as th y were commercial in their aim) , and chur he , and readin 

books and ne s ers in the J p nose langua e . For the rest , they 

waited for speci 1 events suoh as sh bais (Ja aneae plays and enter-

aimnent) , Ja'Oanese movies , ~and judo tournaments , and holiday -such as ew Years D y . But and lar e , work d or anidng activity 

within their own roup took up most of their time . 

The breakdown of these nor 1 r utines of life ere bound to 

create the f eling of the " ptiness of Me" described in an earlier 

para raph . H re in the Tule Lake Project the Is ei , especially th 

men, find th selves without re din mat ri 1 in J panese , do not 
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oing on in any a·n le day t han any one person oould take in alone, 

but t here is an absence of novel ty suoh as one mi ht find in the 

"bi g oi ty" on the outside . The stream of life is slow, the land-

scape is unohan{ting, and the very houses one lives in are monotonous 

in the ex'\.reme1 and, thus , timulation comes all too infrequently 

and at too low a level . or persons in the e:rtremes of despondency, one 

finds cases like the following1 a achelor girl living wi th a friend 

here because she ~as str nded apart from her f ami ly in Hawaii by the 

outbreak of' war . She declared in a moment of pe simism,. "I wrote 

to my parents, ' don't expect me alive . ' ' I ' m getting so sick of 

the place, I can ' t write anything nice any lon er. 1 111 An enter-

prising person w.ith a knack for developing hovelties and fads woul d 

probably have a field day here , though _there has heretofore been 

no sweeping adoption of new ames or practices . 

Thus , for most persons in th is community, but especially for 

the sensitive ones , ·there exists a personal loneliness within 

the closeness of lif e in this communal society. The external 

hi l arit y of young peopl e is sometimes a false signal of their true 

feelin s , for as one younll' girl declared , "The life here it so bor-

ing and depressing that t he only way to fi ht i t off is to act silly~2 

She apparently expressed the sent iment of a whole graip of girls 

who spend their days about the music building in seeming laughter 

and gayety . One gets a su~,gestion of a searoh on the part of these 

peopl e for identity ith othe rs of kindred interests , but the search 

goes on i n a conmunity where the breadth of contacts is r estricted 

and interestsare relati vely dormant due to tho abse~ oe of underl y-

in incentives • 

1 yemoto Journa l , September 6, 1942 , p . 3. 

2rbi d, October 4• 1942 . 
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As for chil dren, they too are probably sufferers from the 

dislocations of evacuation. It was , of cou rse, impos ~ ible to 

bring the variety of toys , which c lldren usually have, to the re-

location centers , and one do es note t he pauoity of toys and ames 

in the homes of fa lies with children . Chi l ren may frequently 

be ooserved with all manner of makeshift toys; a lon~ str·n ioh 

pull s a piece of so rap lumber 1 i th t ir: oans on it, o. box ne.) ed o 1 

barrel staves w11·oh is pulled .ac os s the sandy ground , or just a. 

pieoe of wood used as a spade; end in "the more fortunat e instruices 

where some kind-hearted person had taken the trouble to shape a 

real toy, a wooden rocker horse, or a cart wi th wooden wheels . 

But on the whole the chi ldren seem to make a happier adjustment 

to the shortoominr.:s of their life here, for al thou h their ph,,sioal 

surrounding does not offer a variety of envi ronment that y be 

explored , there is plenty of room for pl y end there are alw~s 

c"ildren enough t o jo in i n the play· roups . From the parental point 

of view, the communal character of lifa here sets grave obstacles 

to the control of their ohildren's enviromuent, but the closeness 

ot the neighborhood also offers r- ossib4l i ti es of organization bet-

ter than in the normal ocmmuni ty . 

In the Tula Lake communi ty it seems that the one or anized 

ohsnnel of relief from the dis turbing conditions of a disconte1·ued 

community is rec reation. Issei entertainment permits the releo.stl 

of habi'b.lal and traditional sentiments hioh can et no other ade-

quate e pres r ion in this community. For the isei it of ers a 

check upon boredom and restles sness by allowi~ an outflow of 

energy in sheer activity and thus ives momentary si ifioance to l ife . 
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to Issei act ities .:£!!!:.~• ut there was unquestionably a hope 

of continuing the Americanization pro r, ram hrough such institutional 

channel s as the recreation department . 

Tl e firs+, group bf evacuees arrived in Tu. l e Lake from the 

Puyallup and Portland assembly centers on ay 28, 1942, and in the 

fo l lowing two or three days several recreation leaders were re-

cruited. On June 4, 1942, fr . V aller reports : 1 

"To date, we have a librarian, a children' s worker , an 
adult roup v.o rker> an athletic l eader, a specialist in music 
and entertaimnont , and an all- round boys ' orker . " 

"Thr.ee of thf' s'l peopl e have had professional tra · n:!.ng 
in the fiel ds to which they a r e assigned. The other thr ee 
havo been sel ected because of a unique adaptability to th6 
prol"ra.m in lllhich they a re working . " 

"The adult worker has been a radio artist featured on 
many trans- continental pro rems and, f or whatever reason, 
is remarkably adroit with the I ssei group . The 1 .brarian 
is a young woman of extraordinary intel l i gence, and ima i -
nation, and of verv hi gh ate.ming i n the connnunity. The 
children ' s worker ·11 u l timately be assi~ned to the library, 
but in the moantime is the best per son avai l ab l e for wor k 
with the 6 - 10 age rrup . " 

The three with professional training were the athletic leader, 

a graduate of illamette Unive rsity with a physical education 

major with a teaching certifi cate in the fi ld1 the specialist 

in music and entertairnnent, a graduate of t he Uni versity of .ash-

ington with a (pie.no ) music major and a ing cer tificate in 

the fie ld J and t he boys ' worker , a graduate of OregoJ State Colle e 

wor king for an M. A. in physical education. lone ~f th~se per• 

sons was an outstandin orker in his field, but each seemed com-

patent in the cup city of l eadersrip . Two of these persons , the 

music and boys' worker l eaders , have le f t the community, but the 

athl etic leador is continuing as the c i rector of athletics . The 

l Rep o :rt on Community Activities , June 4, 1942 , pp . l - 2. 
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l eport on Co:mnu ty Aotivitios. Ju 4• 19421 p.a. 
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These meetings developed many ideas bearing on activities and 
have. in faot . given the program its general direction. They 
were relatively inct olusive in the area of rganization, 
there being much disoussion as to Wiether r r ion should 
be organized by block, by ward, on a projeot basis , or by 
aoti vi ti es . It was finally de oided that preliminary organi-
zation should be by activities , but the decision as made by 
a very close vote . 

It is contemplated that within the next ff:JW days block 
meetin s will be held to further consider a recreation pro-
gram. These meetings will be supple anted by almost simul-
taneous activity meetings so that ne·ther category of inter-
est will ain disproportionate momentwn. tt 

There was unquestionably a recognized need fo!' l c3Cr&e.tional aeti-

vitYJ indeed, in the r equests to the Portland and Puyallup assembly 

centers for an ad oe orel'.', recreat i onal leaders wore amon the 

personnel requested. The impetus toward recreati onal organization 

:ust have ori e;inat d with • all er, but the general meet-

ings served to n~blioizE the department , ive iri..formation to the 

supervisor as to the needs of the people, and crystallize the 

opinions of the pecple re arding in.the organization of the de-

partment. 

Tenaotivities were l isted as under way in the first woek of 

the depar U.ent's opera t i on. The activities inoluded t 

1. Newspap• r (No longer in community activities) . 
2 . Library .. ·J.25 books received from t.he Co'Unty Llbrary. Bui ld-

ing, bcokca es , benches, eto . under cons t ruction. 
A library committee formed , inq,, iri ng for indi-
vidual cont ribution of books . 

3. Entertainment--One dance held , and dan e class scheduled . 
Supervised by a ~ommittee . 

4. Older -vromen--Forty women in knitti and sevling olasses . 
5. Issei len--Adult recreation leader a r anged party for Issei 

lading from 9s00 a .m. to l OaOO p.m. J apanese 
,ames played. 

6 . Junior ork Corps--3oys and rls from 10 to 16 years opera-
ting a messenger service. 

7. Sports--Two baseball fields constructed and in constant use . 
Committees a~ work on tournaments . 

a. Younger Children--First nursery group being organized. 
9. Wood Pil e--Rec . leaders and block managers supervising sal-

vaging of lumber scrap. 
10. Religious aotivity--(No longer directly under reo . staff) 
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I 

for r roatio 1 otivity to o thoa ot p. o-s hool eohool 

a oooupiod• but u to t ro ter of or iB tion in thia 

aroa f or tho ouoo ful aooomoll hm nt ot do 1r d ams. dov lo 

nt ro l 'I horo. 

Ju 1 • 1 o plotely filled and th evnouoo 

po lat:ton of Tula ost of this popu-

l tion w ro f oy t r country in th ot Sound 

Are th ddit o l 600 from the oity population :t llup 

• llor on thi dato 

indic to ooru31dor bl e ion of r ore tional tivit o 

for thirty to forty oifi ctivitioa wor n u r or being 

t rto by contr t with th ton that re or:tei lly li tcd. (Se 

A ndix ~ ourtoon ort 1 t e plQ\V. 

ni ture oompoti ti on Ol'ld xhibiti ns th prizes ve 

di played t o of tho re ro tion hnlle.. Oluba, choirs. an 

sic pp ool tion oro other aotlvi oo that er b l d 

bout thio t • 
hus. tho o..,..._, • ...uity ot1vit· r pidly and h 

1nvolvo G g 1th e.oh oontingent 

o nt rs. but thor a 1 o a ~rowin oontueion 1n th dope.rtment 
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du to the lnc of qui nt o.n propor su rvision of he ctiv1t1 

Gon r polioiee ho.d bo n o t t d, but d f1ni t proo dures had not 

bo n outl1 d~ n tor tho offioe f'oroo whi oh e ay c;roup 

in thi early poriod of or niz tion. • ol lor p s 

the aDB ra," t ho oould never be found when th ooo 

b II 

anded, er to loo to him. tion lead rs 

ho.d be n p ointed, but no uthori ty 1 hono , 

in 0 bsono of equipnent th mi oh to et rt ~bing, the le dors 

at und nnd wni ted tor others to start somethi • en the 

r orontion cent r t 1808 whero the 1 ted e ply 

on lo room ith s rol long tabl in 1t, but th no poa-

ibili ty or or anizat i on until of'fioe quipn nt oould be intro-

duced. 

It as until after the la oelebr tion on July 4, however, 

t t an;y ffort me.do to bri order out of the oonfue1on 

Seoti o l oo liote, p oi lly in tho I a i d portment, · d 

le ei- ieei controveroi off rod onor te proof of d for 

or zation. The doto ol 1fioat1on 0 

ose a probl • ooro :ti on Ao aooi 

J 20 for th ooe of solvi ano of 

est bli hod on 

dii"ticultiea, 

but ho ore; ni z tion .found too bu!q to do e -

tio of ordor1 the arr rs or th dep rbnen-b . It o th r pon 

oo1dod to establish Olass1f1o t i on C 1tt e, oom osod ot +w. ........ 

m bere of tho et t t non-m bore 1 to reoo ond to the 

uporvioor an or & tio 1 plan tor th secti on and a job cl s-

sii'ic t on for the r ose of Pl\Y doto nation. Thia :tt 

first t on July 7, and it w o not until i te i n Au et tl t 

• 
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recoo:aoltldati o re au tt d to th up sor. 

Th outo ot th Cl 1tic t1on 0 ttee 

a oom:iunity ot1v1t e eot on. job 

d sor_ption or o o dep nt under thia s tion, a ri 

f.fio ont tu ot.1oni of t 

tion. (Th a ~bodiod in Chart I, 1n A pon• 

diz .) 

co of or n12 :b o io projoot- d with oe 

Sup or (Cauoo. 1 ) Suporvi or 

( is i), with ep o1ali od otiviti dir t d by 

It i unlik ]¥ 

ld h ve bo n f ibl 

t M\Y oth r or 

n tho conditio 

tructure 

nity for build!~ • pl ygrou s, 11 
\ 

t1v11:;1 

e.r most o ot ly or inot i 

rec tion hall, but iv1du or blocks ca 

exolu vo u o of the o blild.Jl8 inoe oomm:Un!ty de otivitie 

tt ol osoG, adult l ssoa, 

anoea ust ha.vo ooo to theeo 

J 11 • ConfliotG h v 1 avitn ly nr a duo to tho nooese ty for 

o ntr lhed control on the o m, nd tho 1mpul of 1nd1vid ls 

small roupo to d lop their r oro tio 1 nt r at out 1 o 

but in gonor 1 the community 

o 1viti d partmont has been ble to int in control thro eh 
minor mpro ea th tho 

d da . Tot 1 or iz tion, h ever, gi eo rise to condition 
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in which indivi ale and groups cannot lo er be hold o• 

countable for -thoir oonduot ·n or aniiod recreation 1 otivitioa, 

but the rocro tion department oan b do resnoneible for hing 

whioh oocure in any of thoso act1viti a . B ginning about Juno 15 

when th aler group at rtod th ir reloo tion to this oonter, 

oritioi s of the sooial danoe put on by th r creation do art-

mont become inore sin ly loud, pa ly d to the a otiona.l f ar 

of I sei rent trom th oitio orthwost or the "rwdy" Sacra• 

mento youth • :bile it as the "ro ~dy" ol nt ho or ori lo1zod 

in o rumors nd o sip bout the mi oo duct of youths attar anoee, 

it e.e th reoro t1on d rtment hioh s o .llo upon to b 

the al.lo od "noouturno.l otivity" by reduo the number or danoo , 

and by oloeor uperviaion of th • 

In cOlil!!Jlllrlty of 15. 000 poopl , rojeot 

or r or tion 1 bound to h ve th ahortoomi 

d or izati n 

of not r ohi 

11 th people and meeting their r ore tio 1 neods . In r ot, 

one uld ha to regard 1 t aa mir ol if suoh an or :tion 

could oven p rti lly meet theso d de. As in aey institution 

serving a 1 ree ~ro tion of peopl , th o nity ot1vities 

a otion aurr r from poor dn tability t.o individu 1 needs, and 

\vhile th staff ho. at tad to roduoe th1 probl by inor as• 

i th v riety of aotivitie offer d, thore devolopo limit 

b ond hioh a o ntrally oontroll d org nie :tion cannot extend 

it el!' . It s also the hope and anticipation of tho ,;,upervisor 

th t v olunta.ry help ould bo avail ble in th blooks and da 

suoh th t reore tio 1 otivitioa ori i ti g t the oent r ooul 

r aoh tho lloet oelle of the o unity, but .~lu try l never ma• 



teri lizod--due to an a:btitud th t per on should be d tor 

wh :t h do s hor - and th dop rtment was foroed to the alterna• 

tiv of oxp nding th p id poreonn 1, prob bly oonsidor bly beyond 

original intention. As a r · lt, the or aniz tion has little 

conorotoneas tor persons in the oomnunityJ d one oan ob rv 

1t in ction only s it presents eohodulod pol o o , oither 

a a m ber of tho p asive nudiono or a a rtio1pnnt if one h 

epooi 1 t lont • Tho inability to prom e infor 1 recr tion&l. 

aotivity thin all int to roup sooms to be one or the chi f 

ahortcomi of the present proj ot- de org zation. 

0 ottort, suggested by the Cl a ifioation Comz:iitt and 

now bei undert en by the sto.1'£, for reduoin this diep rity 

betwoon total or iz tion and the rooreational d do of people 

in bloolca ond r de, is tho ppo nt nt of d otivity le ders. 

Tho function of thi eooifll. r 1 tio ips in 

the nln blocks ithin hi d, nd to soek c etitiv d co-

oper tiv reor o.t1onal aotivitioa with other arda. The ~ 

bleneao ot the proposition p ears in f ct that the bloc a 

aro the tur 1 sooi l and olitioal units or rolooation projects , 

and if r or ation is to b a raotor in tho buildi ot oamnunity 

mor 1 _. thor i no p o re it can botter be in n in th 

blocks. Dut tho d1ffioult1 of starting thi d pro ram aro 

a t. There 1o t1rst th probl of finding seven men in the 

rospootivi wo.r onergotio and capo.bl enough to e the pro ram 

significant r lity, but suoh t lont ee extr ly r r • 

A n, ther i the probl of oting th I 1 e-

mand s, of evolop1ng th ititer t of tho old th young, but 

thi pros nts an almost ineupor blo obstacle. The only ho 


