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( Hay iimizu
Muso Worlkor:s

Coe off tthe most importint office of this comuunity is the ners
worirers, bocouse 1T we do not eat tihis would not e a cowmuniby but a
creveycnn's for oeople would he dying of storvalion one after cnother,

Thire a_lb'o nany emnloyees in the mess hall,

| 'L coen the Senior steverd wvho has many duties bo attend to, sueh
¢s taliing isventory, nutting in the time for lthe workers, ordering the
food, coping lroek of the store oom, etc.

Then comes the chiefl cook; he must see that tlerc is cnough food to
Feed Lhe loclky he alro has lo chance the nemu 1f the susple does not
arrive,

he Job of Loine @ coolk's help L+ very difficul L hecause he mus!.
slind over a ol stove Threo times o day, le musl Lake orders from the
chief cool, clean the veretables, cnt them as the chief wants them, cut
up Lhe meat, cerve the feod ond arringe it co thal it would look opnetiz-
ing.

Aeré waitrens conmes vext. She has the duty ol <ceing that the
wollcos ond walbrecs valt on the people of the comunilty. She musl sec
Lhat the toble is neatly arrinred and cce Lhat Lthe hall is clcean, he
alco helps: the valtress serve.

Wolirese rnd weiter; Thelr duty 1s to serve the people, 4after meal
they clecn ond »eset the tabhle,

‘ The polt vasher in to wach the pots, and nans, and the kilchen
wn tensils,

jaundrerses wach the dich cloths, and wash, storch, and iron the

cool.'s uniform.:. She also must iron the dish clolh::,



contiaued lay Shimizu

Jaaitor must sweep the kitehen and the mess hall., e ¢1so mops up
the nlace, [ should build the fire, and he has to el us about 4 AN,
o thol the slove 111l be hot for the mornins breakfa:st. !lic also starts
a fire 1o the 1all ro it will keep the diners warm in the cold frosty
mno 1':1;'.}." .

Lasl, uat not the least, is the dish washer who weshes the dishes
for us. They must wash the dishes in a hot soapy water end then rinse in
a cleay clorine uater then rince again in a hot clean water. he dish
wipers wipes them and must kiow where they belong,

Tf it weren'i for lhose peonle, we wouldn't be oble to cat,



Kajiko Orata
Period I, II
.S, distorxry
Haltresses Job
The seccond doy of wmy evacuation in Arboga T was éscirmed to a mess-
hall job ¢s @ waitress. This was my first erperience working in a mess-
hall., “eeding aprroxinately 250 to 350 pneople, witlh the settine only for
150, The chortare of cuns and saucers, end silverware wis a serious con-
dition., T will try to explain to you what we went throush in one meal.
Sreatifeslt besins at 7:30. From about 7:00 o*clocli neople begin to
Linc up ¢long the rershall, As soon as the door is opened the people
flon in by fives., They pel their diches and sit down to ent. After oll

che Lables ore filledy the line is held until vacancies aonpcars, Uipin
Lhe taitdes and reselting it arain to prepare 1t foir the rect. Vashing
the dirhes and silverwarce takes quite a long time. The waitress 1s rush
here and there to stralihiten out the tailce. ‘he thlrd time reselting is

the sowe,. Ttushine everybody around is not wnusuerl. At last the loni- line
ol huncory colonist has disappeared. Whit a rellef it was! Then the
wokers cal,  iverybody is ccallercd around. DEverybody is enjoyling theil
late bertiacst while they lalle and langh,  We have about 20 minutes to

cert in.,  Then @ ain the rush begins, Clearinge Lhe table:s:, rofilline Lhe
salt and nepoer bottles. The boys bring in the hoses to wach the tables
and floor, « re-ular clean up period begins, They sing at top of their
volce: as they worlk, We wipe the water off the tables and reset the

tobles Tov dinner. 'The cool's berin the dinner vreparation. After the
Lable: ave completely set we ore allowed to go howve only to come beck at
11:30, . 'his »ush roes on for just one hour and half. bBut at the end ever:-

5

body seered to Te quite out of brc. th bul with a snile they tiin houeward,
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conlinned Fajiko Qpata

Yoo this T have lesrned whaot a cal diflerences 1t mokes to have
enourh of anytiine, With the coonerction from every vorker we did very

vell with thg Jifficulties we had,
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Jimay laratani
Workins In Lhe Mos:

Vhen 1 TMiret ar-ived in the "elo-cation Cenler | started looking for
work so t'at mas be alle to serve the peoples of this comunity. I was

v

plarnine on pettine a Job in the Wiorehouse: lut cince my frelnd who canme
to the Camp a da; carlier told me that T should apply for & job in the
mers hall, 1 rcadily went to a mers hrll and started off with washing
dirhes.  After workine for a few days | went to the Placement and got my
as 1, umwrnt sheot and I didn't bave any difficulty in getting the job for

I had :lrcady worked In the wess for a day or Lwo vhile some of my freinds
fad difficidt s in gettine their assignment sheete. For the first two
mnmths T wrs warhing diches in the mess hall, and thig job war pretly com
vlicroted for ne becanse 1 had never wvarhed dighe: in all nmy 1ife before |
care into the Camn. after o few days I wes oretty rood at washing di:hes.,
While I w's working in this mecs hall we had a systcu where they used to
bving in the dishes after a tavle had been cleared so that others wouldn't
e dicterted, and we also took turns in waching dishes, one day we warh
disher &nd the nex t day we talke the dishes inlo the wash room which was
in th. rear of the kilchen.

Vien school started this mes:s hall hed a chortoge of workers for
the worlers were mortly of school age, =o cince school stirted they started
a new cy<tem which strted that #11 the peonle who eat in that mess lall
tal’e the dishes bock to the warh room and 7 heard thal it is working out
fine. 7T didn't guit mv Jfob until the day Vefore school staited, and so 1
didn t have wmuch time to play around as T uced to do when I wes tack houe.
+~1thou h 7 1sed to work in a mess, it was not in our Tlock, for the mess
a block awav. 'While working in the mess hall T used to have Tun and T
would say that working in the Mess is the erslest, and you could enjoy

yourself while workine,



Sanjl Morimoto
Life as a Mecs lall Worker In Tule Lake

‘As you know, T am one of the 16,000 people sent to Tule Lake Reloca-
tion Center. After two or three days of camp life here, I started to look
for worlk. ’There were many Jjobs open then, such as mess hall, truck driv-
ing, farmingz, and office work. My friend and T were fortunate enough to
et a job as mess hall worker which 1 am going to write about.

When T first started to work in the mess, 1 had a feeling I was go-

ins to enjoy working in it because I knew most of the worker already.
All 1 had to do was to [ind out what my duties werc. Four of us waiters
had to pass the supar in the morning, water in the afternoon, soup at
nirht, and sweep and mop the floor after every meal. We also helped the
tuelve waitresses carry the dishes. Our working hours were from 6:30

0

a.m. Lo & a.m., 11:30 a.m., to 1 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. We all
worked about five hours every day and pot credit for elght hours.

Working in the mess was a easy job, but I soon started to dislike
it because il was getting boring to do the same thing day after day. 1t
also was hot to work in when the temperature was very high.

It a person had some hobbles or any other thing in which to keep
themself busy on between hours, they could easly pass the time away, but
I didn't have anything to do but play solitaire, baseball, and coaching
a girls baseball team. The very few activities I was doing made the day
very dull to me. The thing I did the most was to sleep about three
hours every noon, because I had a hard time getting up in the morning.

The day 1 liked the most was my day off. Lveryone employed in our
mness had one day off out of six days Ilnstead of the resular one day off

out of seven days. On my day off I usually slept until late, and ate in

two mess halls,
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Sanji Morimoto

This is about all there is about a life of a mess hall worker, because

there isn't very much you do.

Sanji Morimoto
Sept. 21, 1942 Period V
English 111
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The Perconnel Dining Hall
"llhere Iast meets West"

Coffee, tea, or water asks a smiling Japanese girl, as a member of
the Caunasian staff of the Tule Lake W.R.A. Project seats himself in the
Personnel Dining Hall. Located by the Administration Building, the Din-
ins hall, which serves the Caucasian staff, is manned by the Colonists.

When first started, the dining hall had only eicht tables, but due
to the coming of the school teachers, it was recently enlarpged to accom-
modate eirhteen tables. At first eight waitresses, four cooks and two
dish-wvashers were sufficient to take care of the people, but now thir-
teen waitresses, seven cooks, one bookkeeper, two janitors, two bakers
and four dlsh-washers are required to keep the dining hall the neat
lookine place that 1t is.

To conclude my visit to the Personnel Dining Hall, I was invited to
dinner. The menu was roast port, lettuce salad, buttered beets, sweet

potato and milk. 1t was a very deliclious and appetizing dinner.
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Anerican Literature (female)
Period 1-2
Arvene Mukal
Tule Lale Helocétlon Center
Community Activities

Approximately two hundred fifty volunteers, who came from Camp Har-
mony, Puyallup, Washington and Portland Assembly Center to the Tule Lake
Relocation Center organized the Community Activities Department for us
who came in directly from home and other ausembl& centers. There were
only two full time workers in the community activities during the month
of lay. They worked very hard trying to organize a library, a softball
team and other activities for the niseli. Now in this Tule Lake Reloca-
tion Center of fifteen thousand colonists there are people from three
states: Washinsoton, Orepon and California. TFrom the rural districts
to the cities--infants, school-children, housewives, farmers, business
men, and professionals are all pathered here to face this new form of
livingz., Hany of them who are poor have better living in this kind of
center: some, who are not too poor or wealthy, belleve that this is
neither good or bad; but to those who are wealthy say that this place
can be improved in many conditions.

The Community Activities Section is one of the sub~divisions of
Community Services and at the present approximately half of the fifteen
thousand residents take actual part in one or mdre actlvities sponsored
by this department.

The two major purpose of the Community Activities program are:
First, to extend the Americanism to the firsl generation, who are the
issei. Secondly, to keep the second and third (nisel and sansei) gen-

erations occupied in varlous activities. Other purposes are to develop



Arvene Mukal (cont'd.)
leadershio mostly amongs the nisel and to lmprove the mind, body, and
spirit of the colonists during this period of camp life.

The activities which are already organized are: Fine Arts, such as
Drawing and Painting, Dance Groups, Dramatics, Flower Project, and Mucsic
Center. Various clubs like, Book and Appreciation Club and California
University Club have also been organized. In the Library there are four
thousend volumnes to read, two thousand of which came from Walerga Assci-
bly Center library and the rest were donated from other libraries in thisgs
state of California. The dally average of seven hundred people came into
the library and the averare number check out as four hundred. The number
of books check out is still increasing steadily. There are seven Recrea-
Lion Hurperies--one in cach ward. Over 9500 chlldren werc enrolled from
the ares of 6-10 years. The Out-door stage and numerous Recreation Hall:
are used Tor both morning and evening worships. Soclilal Activities, are
social dances, Song-fests, talent shows and festivals, Bon Odori, Movies
for children. Sports--the total enrollment in sport is two thousand
five hundred. Cut-door sports are hardball, softball for sirls and boys,
horse shoe, and hikes. The iIn-door sports are boxing, welght-1ifting,
Judo, table games and wrestling. Women's Handiwork--approximately 370
wonan and girls have enrolled in the various classes, like: Red Cross
Knitting; Sewing, Crochetting; Knitting, and Embroidery groups.

There are 160 full time workers in our Community Activities Depart-

ment now, which is located at 1509,
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American Life
Badako Okamoto
ceriveloed » Nov. 30, 1942
Camp Tife of Yours-and Mine

Did you ever leave home and co to a place from which you might never
return® 1 am certain that you never did. In fact, I never did hope to
0 Lo another place and live. Yet, on May 19, four months ago, I was
forced to leave my beloved home and jolned the people In Walerga Assemby
Centery, 1in Sacramento. A month later, 1 was transferred to thils camp in
Tule Lake.

Yese vue were llke a primitive people with nothing to start on.
People began making chalrg, bookcases, and burcaus by thelr own hands.
pone of Lhew dldn't even bring the hammers or the nalls along with themn,
50 they had to borrow them {rom thelr nelghbors. Some even went from
barracks Lo barracks in order to find a nail which the carpenters had
dropped while bullding these barracks. What hard times they must have
had.

A Liue passed by they began organizing a recrcation staff in order
to please the people from far and near. Programs were formed with all
the cooperation from the people. The recreation leader went around from
barracks to barracks asking the people to help them organize a perfect
program. I am sure you, too, have realized that the talentors were
doin~ their best to please us.

Not only the recreation staff has been form; a newspaper was bomm
to this place. Yes, the Tulean Dispatch was bom: T am sure this news-
paper is helping you a lot in your daily life. If there isn't a news-
paper how you know when the pro ram is to be held” How do you, as a

student, when sehool starts” The answer 1 am sure-is "Newspaper:"
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Sadalko Okamoto (cont'd.)

The colony not only thinks of doing work but also thinks of their
ownt reli~ion. The church services are given here and there for all of
us to believe the certain Gods.

il is a very clever jdea to form the religious services because I
think everybody in this camp should have their own religious feelines
toward the CGods.

The hospital also was formed by the work of the doctors. The
patienl came in numbers but the doctors dld thelr very best to make them
well one by one. 1 know its their duty to do these work, but would you
likely Lo do it if you were a doctor? T am Quite sure that you might
lore your temper when people come to you with a small case such as
serateh on your hand. But for the colony's sake doctors are doing thelr
hest to please us in any way.

Oh, but, let us not forpet the mighty firemen who will be useful to
u;; From noy on., They are the ones who put out the fires at any time at
any calls. 1T am sure we can always depend on them 1f any case of fire
OCCUTr:,

There are numbers of things that Tule Lake Colony had formed and
organized for our sake but the things I have now written above are the
chief organization of this colony. I am sure there will be much more

improvements in this colony than there 1s now.



