(Lale)
Iy Diavy

November 5, 1042

1 woke up at 5:30 and turned on the radio and had a "date" with
Severlys. Her beautiful voice plecasantly broke the silence of the pitch
bleck soou. Then T quiclkly dressed and stevped out into a white world
with the moon casting its soft light upon the camp. I hurriedly washed
nysell and went to the mess hall, and sat before a hot, cteaming break-
fast which I consuned before you could say "Jack Robinson." Ve started
fo: nchool in the erlsp morning but on the way we received a "11ft' on a
Lruclz, ‘“There was the rersular class routine and T received an assirnment
to wiite & diayy in ny Literature class, T came home and helped in the
waria %ilchen @nd then ate. After my work was finiched in Lhe kitchen T
came home and sludied for the tests while the radlo was goling.
llovenber 6, 1942

T wog awoaliened from a deep slwaber when ny alarm clocl noisily broke
the deep silence of the room and as usual T had my "date" with Beverly.
T Junped quicelly into my somewhat cold clothes and went to the washroom
vorzying about Lhe lests we were to have in hoth my chorthand and U,S.
History class.,

In shorthand we had a test which was easier than I hed expected.
ub in History it wes a different story. It was very difficult but T
finally ctogrered throurh the test, The rest of the school day I took
it easy becouse of the harpaxd condition I was in after the test,

After 1 hod eaten, T spent the rest of the night cutting out pic-
tures of wovie cctresses and actors and puttins them up on the wall while

listenin: Lo thic radlo.,




Vovenber 7 1042

“ceruse today wias Saturday 1 clept later than usual but 1 didn't for-
el owy "date’ with Beverly., After I had caten a hcairty breakfast I came
hoi e tnd carefully cut out more picturcs to be put on the wall, Anyline
sou happen to "drop" into my "renidence" you can see either Joan lLeslie
prettily smilins from the wall or lHedy Lamarrs ;iving you the “eye,"

slnee wy heir necded o trimming T went to the barber to have my "ears
lovered,"

Al noon T wenl to our mess hall to help and then came home and 1lis-
tened to portions of such exciting football games as those between A,CULA.
ond Grepon, Goelifornia and U.5.C. and Stanford and Washington. Later 1
indul:;cd in Lhot obtrenuous and exclting ramne of foollball.

1 hed a :yuud Lime helping in Lhe warm L1 Lehen durcing: supper,  The

rest of the night was spent listening to my ever faithful radio.



(femal )
tnglish 111

Qel 31, 1942
Today was the dey of the Feotival, iy ¢irlfriends and T went to the
carnival, In the moming 1L wasn'l so crouded but thal af'ternoon was
very crowded and dusty, T couldn't open my eyes wide because of the dust.
ATter finally manaring to squeeze in the crowd near the hamburger

stand we r'inally bourht a hamburcer sandwich, (It seemed) more like eat-

ings dust than hamburger,

e stayed at the carnival until about 4:30., Ve were so tired of
stondins and walking (that) we headed for home.

After 1 ot home T had to brush my hair several times Lo get vid of
the small dust. T never felt so dusty in all my life,

Hoveuber 7, 1042

Todey is Saturday. Lxcept (for) physioloyy, T didn't have any home-
worle,

In the movning I cleaned the room and studied lesscons, ‘This after-
noon & iyl next to my barrack told me she'd tcach me to make artificial
flowers, so 1 went to her home. The flowers she nade weie so nretty that
[ thow it fow sure 1'd have the patience to make (thew.) When I had about
helf oif the flower done, T got very tired of making it and T was about to
auit but she mode me finish it, 7T don't think 1'11 ever start making

flowers ony more

|



(Female)
November 9, 1942

My Life in Tulelake

llere we arce in Tulelake and all of us have to share in the hard-
ships of this rugged life, We have to do without many conveniences and
luxuries of the homes and the schools prior to evacuation, In spite of
all this there are a few good points, such as (hﬂving the) cooking, wash-
ing and drying dishes, and planning ol mecals all done for us,

Whenever the troublesome whirl winds swirls right into our door and
windows at the most unexpecting moments, we bring out our broom and mop
and the scrubbing begins, We clean the house thoroughly,

Our project farm is very extensive, Many vegetables are sent out
Lo other relocation centers, As we are shorl of laborers at the farm,
school was closed for about three weeks, I've never seen as many
potatoes as I had in those weeks, The girls razzed me about being a
"ecity hick," but I managed to endure for that period of time, with the
exceplions of three or four days in which I feigned illness.,

At first our school, which occupies an entire block, was an empty,
noisy, bookless, and ceilingless one, Before the ceilings were put in
we attempted fo translate our shorthand between two busy rooms without
much success, FEvery day Junior Business, and Problems of Democracy
floated through the ceilingless top and the doorless door-way, We
alwvays had a combination recitation of Junior Business, Problems of
Democracy, and Shorthand,

Last week our chemistry room was being plastered; we could hardly
hear the leacher's voice in the turmoil. Nevertheless, we had to stay
throughout the period, Again, in a similar situation in another class,
the teacher was more lenient, for immediately after roll was taken we
were dismissed,

During this summers extremely hot weather in Tulelake, we couldn't
imagine that it would become so cold as it is now, Many of us, includ-
ing the teechers, are wearing slacks, Mackinaw coats, and riding habits
to school,

Last month the family and I went up the mountain, The journey
upward was hot and tiring; 1 cannotl express the thrill I felt as 1
looked down upon the camp, the lake, and the surrounding fields, Glanc-
ing down from the highest cliff, the camp and ils surroundings seemed to

me like a large quilt. The cool breeze was very inviting as we rested



to cal our lunches, We enjoyed the change from the monotony of dust and
closeness of camp to the expansiveness and freedom up on the mountain,
The hike homeward was full of tumbling and racing., By this time we were
thoroughly exhausted, but immediately afterward we took a cool and
refreshing shower,

Although our future, as many of the others elsewhere, doesn't scem
very bright, we should hold high the lighted candle of faith as millions

of other Americans are doing today,

(no name was given)

It is very hard to maintain quiet in our homes., FEach night I try
to study very hard but it is very hard and often 1 end up by not study-
ing at all, Quiet is one thing everyone should be thankful for., And
do something worth while each time you have a quiet time,

Bach morning I go to sccond period study hall, and T like il very
much because we get a lot of work done, 1t is often very quiet except

for some whispers here and there,

(female)

One day in spring 1 happened to be gazing oul of the window, and
since all was quiet, my thoughts wandered on how beautiful the outdoor
scenery was, The blossoms of the prune trees fell as the breeze past
through., The sun shone so brightly that all was so cheerful, The

birds sang so sweetly as if to say "'Tis Spring." Ilow pretty it was!



(Male)
English III
Period 1V

A Letter on Camp Lifle
Tule Lake W.R.A,

Nov, 8, 1942
7306-A

Dear Bill,

lHlow is everyone? Did I hear that you were going to join the
Navy? Well, congratulations! Tell me more about it in your next
letter,

In the meantime, I'l1 tell you something about myself in the
Project, We just had a two weeks vacation, but it wasn't a real
vacation in the sense most people think,

Due to a shortage of laborers on the project farm, the high
school students were asked to help, The students made a tremendous
response and volunteered by the hundred., We were divided up in crews
of twenly Lo go to ihe project farm the next morning,

On the first day 1 felt like a new man, getting away from Lhe
routine of school., Our job was to pick up potatoes., 1L was a back-
breaking job al best, but I had so much fun together with the rest of
the crew that 1 decided to come every day 1 possibly could,

Toward the end of the harvest it grew so cold they had to aban-
don the idea of sending students out to the farm, Last Monday school
started, School is all right, but there is too much routine, DBy the
way they put in double walls, so school is more or less bearable now,

Sometimes this camp life gets me., All one has to do is to get
up, eat, go to school, and sleep., Occasionally, 1 gel pags ol home-
sickness, llome was where one is free to do and as he pleases, but
those days are gone now,

1'm not bitter against the government as some people might
think; I can see their view in putting us in here, Now the thing to
do is Lo forget the past and think of the future of victory! We're
doing our part in the "food for freedom" program, 1 can see you are
doing more than your share in joining the armed forces,

Till we mcet again
Good luck, Pal!



(Male)
Period VII

November 8, 1942

Cold this morning

Sunny during the day
Dear Diary,

This evening a little before six, the western skies outdid the
rainbows varicgated colors to bid the world a beautiful goodnight, It's
funny, isn't it, how little things bring back floods of memories, Little
things such as the bend of the irees against the wind, a familiar tune
floating in the air, coming secemingly from nowhere, a lilting laughter,
or a sunset blazing in difusions of blue and red,

It was this evening's sunset framed against our picturesque castle
rock thal starled a train of thoughts towards other sunsets in the long
ago,

Dear diary, you've never seen our Puget Sound sunset, have you?
It's beautiful, If you were Lo see il you'd answer its call with abso-
lute surrender and move without volition straight to its glittering heart,
and there you'll find hope, and trust, and pecace,

It's westward in the evenings for me, West is the symbol of hope
and trust and peace, because west is the open road, the future, Iast
has always been the past, the closed road,

But nevertheless 1 leel somewhat better tonight, 1 feel the surge
of hope and trust and peace to come, depicted this evening by the lovely
sunset, Idealistic, dear diary? Sure, bul as long as hope [lows within
me, tomorrow is a lovely day.

Good night, dear diary.

Vocabulary
1, variegated--unlike, a change, variety
2, diffusion--blending
3. depicted--portray

h, volition--act of willing



(Male)

My Conglomeration of Adventures in the Colony of Tule Lake

Uctober 31, 1942

I woke up at 8:20 in the morning, DPreviously, 1 received a memo
from (he band leader to report at Blk, 4 firebreak, where the parade was
going Lo start, As we marched we made many mistakes since many ol us
did not atiend the practice I'riday night, We marched on the road toward
the outdoor theater where we halted and were dismissed, Afler investi-
gating the various boothes, I went home at 11:30,

After lunch about 1:45, two pals, Ko and Sho, came over, We went
Lo the carnival where pecople like sheep were mingled around the boothes,
About %:45, we went to Sho's residence where we played pinochle, 1 came
home at 6:30 and at 7:30 1 took my shower. At 8:00 I was ready and
cager to go to the dance so I went after my date. We went to 2020 where
the "Galloping Ghost Dance' was held, At 10:0) we went to 4820 and was
jusl in time for the refreshments and entertainments, I look my date
home at 12:00, ler mother served us noodles, 1 came home at 12:45,
November 1, 1942

George came for me, as he promised, at 8:45, We went Lo church
where we enrolled in the Junior class as this was the first time we went
to class, At 10:00 we went to the adult service in knglish at 2508,

In the alternoon Pmerick, Eli, and 1 went to Rickie's place to
practice music, We came home at 5:30 but everybody had caten but since
I'l1i worked in the kitchen, he brought out some food for us, I went to
George's at 7:20 but his sister said he had left for the fellowship
already. At the I'ellowship the officers were installed in a very cerc-
monial way. As the officers marched down the aisle a hymn was played,
Upon reaching the alter each officer took his oath and lit his candle,
At 8:15 we went to 2508 to the discussion given by Dr., Gordon Chapman.
lle discussed about college cducation and the other relocation center.
November 2, 1942

Since I have first period free, I reported to school second period,
When I entered my second period class, I was late so the teacher told me
to hurry and sit down, As I sat down I noticed the students were unfam-

iliar so I asked the teacher what period it wasj; she said, "First Period,"



(continued)

So I lell the class and was I embarrassed, That was how I found out the
time schedules had changed,

At noon, for the appetite I had, I didn't eat very much because
it was pork and beans, At 1:15 I went to my respeclive classes., 1 went
to work at 5:50 p.m, at the warchouse. They told us we were terminated
if we didn't work in the day., We could do so but since the night crew
was disbanding nobody would be working at night at the warehouse., 1 went
home at 7:00, finished the work reports for the Merit Board, then finished

my history lesson, 1 went to bed at 10:15 p.m,



CHAPTER VIII

COLHUMITY LIFt AND TNSTITUTTORS







Introduction to Chapter VIII
and ten

More than one hundred thousand persons of Japanese ancestry
were evacuated by the Army and the Wartime Civil Control Admin-
istration and, after a temporary confinement in assembly centers
while relocation center facilities were made ready, were turned
over to the care of the War Relocation Authority. Physical
facilities had to be provided and the basic goods and services
necessary for community life had to be made available. The War
Relocation Authority, in prosaic language, accepted the obliga-
tion to provide "housing, food, clothing, educational and health
services" for the men, women, and children held under detention.1
At the same time, in egually bare prose, the W.R.A. obligated it-
self to provide "the enlistee with a chance ta work so that he
may earn a living for himself and his family and also contribute
Lo needed national production of agricultural and industrial

5
qoads " Cach of Lhe relocalion cenlters hecame separate commun-—

""ovganized, administered, and supervised

ities, or "projects'
by o Director and his stalf operating within Lhe provisions estab-
lished by military and governmental reqgulation all emanating,
ultimately from Washington.

The W.R.A. staff of relocation centers, such as the Tule Lake
Relocation Center, faced the task of organizing the various instru-

mentalities necessary for meeting the basic needs of a population

of the size of a small city; in the case of Tule Lake that meant

fhe War Relocation Authority, The War Relocation Authority Work
Corps, A Circular of Information for Enlistees and Their Families
(Nashington, D.C., 1942) 9,

)

Ibid .

‘
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more than fifteen thousand persons. There were no adequate models
for the guidance of the W.R.A. to emulate; concentration camps and
prison camps in totalitarian countries served as examples of social
systems to be avoided for practical and ideological reasons.

IThe W.R.A. was forced by the scheduled transfer of persons to its
care to move quickly and decisively; it was forced to move with a
haste and ilmprovisation justified only by the wartime exigencies
the government found to exist. In a period in which the most

of the materials, equipment, and facilities were scarce, the W.R.A.
had to compete, often with the military, for high priority items.
The W.R.A. Project director and staff had to acquire physical
necessities for community life, establish an administrative organ-
ization, select und‘nrient key personnel and provide them with
supporting staffs.

Ihe people of the community to be served had special social
characteristics and particular needs which had to be taken into
account 1 communily organization was to be stable and etffeclive.
[he Japanese and Japanese Americans--lssei, Kibel, Nisei and even
a few Sansei or third generation children--were heterogeneous.
There were widely different patterns of accommodation and ac-
culturation among them. They came from Japanese commbnities in
widely separated urban and rural areas of the western states which
while relatively stable were nonetheless undergoing gradual trans-
formation. The shift in the generational balance created demo-
graphic and social alterations that were becoming increasingly

apparent in such communities. The evacuation uprooted the whole



Japanese population from the restricted areas of thd West Coast

and their communities disappeared. Gtven under these conditions
people bring essential aspecls of cultural life and preferences for
institutional forms with them. But under the existing circumstances
there was no possibility of reconstituting Japanese .community life
in relocation centers.

IThe government of the United States had evacuated the Japanese
and placed them under detention. The government, represented by
the W.R.A., had to devise a form of community life that would meet
the basic needs of the people and would be sufficiently tolerable
Lo the impounded people to ensure a reasonable measure of camn
munity slability. [he acl of evacuabting the populalion created «
hitlu:nnuu. distruct, and trostration Lhal otten emerged seriously
to impair Lhe emergence of stable community life. AL Lhe same
time Lhe W.K.A. was commitled in principle Lo make the community
conform as closely as 1L was humanely possible Lo the democratic
1deals tor which 1L was engaged in war., The conlradictions between
the ideals and the act of detaining a whole minorilty on the basis
of racial identity could never be forgotten either by the Caucasian
staff or the colonists.

Along with Caucasians brought into key positions in the admin-
istrativz structure, Japanese Americans were recruited to work in
the various parts of the administration. Administrative and
clerical personnel had to be found for the housing office; employ-
ment office; the nursery schools, elementary schools and high school;
the internal security (police) force; fire deparvtment; hospital;
communications office, social welfar office, HMost Uffice, recreation

otlice; garbage collection crew; panilorial and mainlenance croews;

the coal crew; the mess hall personnel; food and clothing



warehouse and.storaqe facilities; transportation service; and
the farm

[he government established a wage scale for relocation centers;
unskilled laborers were paid $12 a month; clerical and semi-skilled
personnel, including farmers, were given $16; professional and
skilled personnel were given $19.

The clerical and administrative jobs which were held by
people in the colony were held largely by Nisei. The Nisei gener-
ally had a more proficient command of English than Issei and Kibei,
and they were more acquainted with American administrative practices.
Nisei with urban backgrounds often had easier access to admin-
istrative positions which were considered to be more demanding.
Nisei predominated in clerical and administrative positions in
the central administrative building and in the warehouse, hospital,
schools, newspaper office, post office, recreation office, and
social welfare office. They also formed the largest part of the
mess hall stalffs of waitresses and waiters.

lsoel predominaled among the janilors, chimney sweeps, cooke
and dishwashers im Lthe block mess halls, construction workers
and on the farm. 0On the tarm the lssei were the most highly
trained and expert among the Japanese population.

In general, then, the Nisei held what would be considered the
preferred jobs. The Issei more often were assigned the heavier,
dirtier, and more poorly paid jobs. This distribution of positions,
this division of function, caused resentment among many Issei
against the Nisei individually or as a group and against the W.R.A.
It was sometimes taken by the Issei, then, to be the result of

favoritism by the W.R.A. or currying of favor by the Nisei.



The Isseil sensilivity to subordination to the Caucasians and to
others in their own community was aggrevated by the condition:

of Lhe evacuation and relocation., In occupational areas in which
the Japanese Americans were particularly well-trained and experienced
as were many of the farmers employed on the Project farm and
doctors on the staff of the hospital, the employees often felt
the subordination more keenly because they believed themselves

to be more qualified than the Caucasian personnel who super-
vised them (and who received a much gregter salary). Farmers

who considered themselves to be the most productive group in the
community believed that they should be given $19 a month rather
than the $16 given for semi-skilled occupational categories.

[The symbnlic importance of the classification was substanlial
among a group already sensitive to its subordination. Ltvery
person, even the most highly trained and widely experienced
person in any occupational category was under the administrative
supervision of Caucasian staff members.

In terms of employment, the Project aas a company town. The
W.R.A. was the only employexr. The tensions created by the allot-
ment of work, supervision of activity, pay schedules and other
issues were readily focused upon the W.R.A. and especially its
visible staff members. Tensions fluctuated and the motivation
for work varied as the tide of specific issues ebbed and flowed.
In a community so compactly settled as Tule Lake, the communication

of moods, issues, and grievances was generally accelerated.

The administrative problems faced by the staff were often



difficult to resolve and very frequently the means of resolving

them were nol readily available. Some elements in the colony

viewed the defects Lhey found in adminisltrative actions as the

result of malicious intent, incompetence, and venality. 1o

come of Lhe Caucasian administors Lhe burdens they carried seemed

to be multiplied by the clever manipulations of a corps of

"agitators" in Lhe colony. The tensions of one group tended

to be reflected in Lhe tensions of other groups. There was, of

course, unevenness in the upper levels of the Caucasian administra-

tive staff; there was, as well, unevenness in Lhe work effectiveness

of colonist workers. Withal the strains and even occasional

open conflicts belween elements of the colony and sections of Lhe

administralive structure a reasonably effeclive communily organi/at

emerqged. lhere was a wide measure of trust and respect for the

Project Uirector, tlmer Shirrell who had applied for the director-

ship of lule Lake because of his intense concern foy the weltare

of this minorily population under the conditions existing. lle

was a strong and able administrator and when he left Tule Lake to

aid the W.R.A. in resettling evacuees in other parts of the country

his record of performance could not be approximated by his successo
The Nisei in general were more extensively involved in the

Project's administration at intermediate and repponsihle levels

than were the Issei. The social distance between Nisei and Caucas-

ian staff members was diminished by the linguistic and administra-

tive skills most Issei lacked.  There was much less contrast in

their hackground and experience.



Ihe school aged-Nisei were aware of Lhe employmenl experience
of their Nisei and Kibei siblings and their Issei parents. They
were aware ol Lthe employment structure of the community and the
variable response ol significant elements in the colony population
to their jobs and to the work system and administrative processes
established by the W.R.A., The school aged-Nisei, however, were
less direclly involved than were those in full-time employment,
although some of the were engaged in occasional or part time
employment .

The school milieu contrasted less from the familiar school
milicux they had known before than the contrasts the lssei faced
in their occupational adjustments at Tule Lake. For the school
vouths the tasks were conventional ones, Lhoe educalional purposes
were generally although not necessarily uniformly accepted, and
leldLjonshiﬁu wilh teachers were characleristically warm and
respecttul.

When Lteachers asked Lhe high school juniors and seniors Lo

write about "Community Life and Institutions"

they responded in
terms of their own perspectives and interests. They were not
representative of the community as a whole. There was, indeed,

no representative group; there were moreover, not only general
differences among generational and sexual categories but within
each of these there were strong contrasts in the perspectives with
which the occupational structure and the administration of the
Project were regarded. Among the students writing the brief essays

one finds reflected gquite different interests and perspectives

of the various community institutions about which they write.



In some ways Lhe Nisel school youlhs were sutficiently re-
moved from direct involvement in the issues relating to employment
and administrative policies to permit them to gauye more appropri-
ately the magnitude of the W.R.A. task of ensuring that the basic
requirements of community life were provided. The high school
youth through their relationships with Caucasian teachers and
school administrators were able to fathom and test the depth of
commitment of Project personnel to community interests in a way

that certain olher elements among the colonists were not.



