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This is 2 year's retrospect of my lifs in this rslocation cen-
ter. It may ba a narration comnon to typicel nisei-off-the-
street; a brief sketch of how hereccted to the incredible new
envircomns.t on . the barren, dust-ccoksd enclosure with tiousands
of slant-eyed Jmericans like himself. '

I wag bern in Sacramerto, Califorcia 23 years gpo. iy father
is a Jeponese imndgrent who worksd in the fruit orchards as. a
farm laborer. I was sent to school with Chinese kids, legro kids,

Portusuese lkids blonde kids and kids of all ceolors and ration-
o> ’ J a n

alities. Jhs I grew older I became conscious of my race and my
social contaet  beocome mor: and mors confincd with pocple of my
Oull Iace. : . _

My tother sercped enougn money to send me, t0 University -of
Califerniz. Thers, my future outlock wes a dilemma. I chonged my
cowrse Irequently to fit the narrow pattern of niscit's ceconomic

status.

Evoeuation came as a velief to. my post-graduate worries, but
itz offect was a dcath-blow to any agpiration I may have had.
Tn looking chead to rescttlencat with a mixed reeling of Lope
and doubt.




Introduction to Chapter VII

In the early days of November, 1942, students in an English
ITI class were asked to keep a diary and to bring several of the
daily recorded notations to class. The entries presented by the
Nisei students are, for the most part, short and casually written
descriptions of ordinary items of daily routines. The categories
which appear most extensively in these brief diaries, that is,
food, sports, weather, meeting friends, school affairs--are prob-
ably very similar to what Caucasian juniors and seniors at that
timé would have written if the same kind of assignment had been
given.

Topics obviously missing in diaries for teachers to read
include boy-girl relationships. Such things could be deélt with

much more readily in fictional form as is revealed in the excerpt

from the Tri-State High junior, Marvin Uratsu, in his "Spring fFever."

"Today was Friday. We had extended our date getting
until this late. Suddenly Mimmie stopped whittling on his
piece of wood and asked when I was going to get my date.

'Well,' I replied, 'as soon as I get enough nerve.' 1
thought I'd never get enough nerve to do that. 1I'd felt
so uneasy I wouldn't know what to do or say. Besides, I

did not care for girls anyway. 0On top of all that I did

not know how to ask a girl for a date. Well, I had to

learn sometime, so I asked Jim how it was done. He was the
smarter of us two. He knew a little about dating even
though he hadn't taken a girl to a dance in his life before.
At least he thought he did. Jim quit whittling and made
believe he was knocking on the door and said, 'The first
thing you do is to knock on the door; wait till she comes
and say hello. 5She'll ask you to come in, but you don't.

lscatterbrain Masterpieces (Tri-State High School).
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You don't want to meet her mother cause you cant' speak
Japanese, you know. Then you talk about the weather;
you know, you say 'nice today, ain't it'; or something
like that and get a conversation going. The next thing
to do is to look around and see if anybody is watching;
if the coast is clear, you ask very gentleman-like for
a date.' '

In this short story all the mutual support the two young
men gave each other in their efforts to get a date for an important
dance all came to nought and the "bachelors' club of ours got its
members back."

In the same mimeographed publication, Helen Kanemasu's "Glamour
Ain't Hay!" dealt with the anguish of a self-conscious school girl
whose attempts at getting the attention of a young man had failed
mis?rably; in desperation she turned to a friend.

That night Clare flopped down beside Jo Ann and studied her

trim figure, neatly curled hair and well-polished nails.

'Okay, Jo Ann, you win!' she muttered. 'Can you mzke me

glamourous in time for the dance Friday night?!'

Such interests flourished at Tule Lake as elsewhere and high
school youths were able to write about such subjects, but more freely
in fiction than in more personal form. What was new at Tule Lake
as at all Relocation Centers was the abundance of Nisei of the
opposite sex. Previously in their high schools at home, most Nisei
represented a small portion of the school population and those con-
sidered suitable prospects for romantic interests were generally
small in number. Boys and girls whose families knew each other well
aften grew up in such familiar association that they felt more like

relatives than objects of romantic attachment. Over and over in

the writings of school-aged children one reads expressions of the



pleasure, and at times excitement, Nisei experienced in meeting
new friends of both sexes from widely different communities along
the Pacific Coast. This was one of the more positiuye aspects of
Relocation Center life.

If in the November diaries the students avoided references to
boy-girl relationships, other sensitive and problematic matters
were also avoided. 0Only rarely in the diary entries does one
find indication of the serious concerns which occupied the.minds
of all of them. In other sections, when writing in different
form, they were able to touch upon them more openly. One young
man, nevertheless, records his pondering of the important question
he‘faced as to whether he should immediately volunteer for the

army or wait until his graduation from high school in Spring.



(llale)
Period VII
Enzlish TTI
Thursdoy, llovember 5
I rot un at seven o'clock this morning and ate breatfast, I then
attended school as usual, T received a letter I had been expec¢ting for
neny days, 1 went Lo dance practice in our blocik, T danced a few rounds
ana guit for I wasn't petiing much out of it., T went to bed vexy tired,
Friday, liovenber &
ot un at the usual time and breathed the coocl, clean, and crisp
air, 1t was darl:, but I Imnew it was mornin;. I ate breakfast and the
daily »outine of ;oinr to school, Ve had tuo tests today. Werc they hard:
That ;ive me a feelins I was going to get a poor grade. DBediime was very
b
ecrly forr me becoaure there was nothing to do.
Satuwday, Noventber 7
T rot up unusually late this moming and later found that bhreakfast
vas over. The special event for today was our footboll game with the

Dlitzlisierers., That rame ended in a scoreless deadlocl:r, It was hard
fousht end both teams were evenly matched. 1 received a few minor bruises.
That ni-ht ny friends and T watched the dance at our mess hall, then I

vent to hed,

sunday. liovenber 8

rolled out of bed at seven o'clock and ate ny breal-fast, T played
bridre with ny friends until nine o'clocl:, to which T uvas referrins., In
the foolball rane one boy was hurt. I had to render first aid treztment
to hinr wntil he was tal'en to the hospital, 1t was something 1 had never
done before. In the afternoon, I watched the Scornions olay the Hrones.
This reme ended uith Scorpions on ilie lon~ end of a 6-0 score. [ went té

bed woriying whether the injured bo could play with us next Saturday.



(L.ale)
En-1lish ITT
Period VIT
lly Diaxry
Hov 5, 1942, T ruess 1'd betler study. 1 have tuo tests tomorrow,
onc iIs on U.3., ilistory and one is on CGeometry. Some tcachers think eveiy
ffriday is test day. Ve were given the results of yesterday's election,

1,

1 had voted for the [ri-State irh School as the school name, thé ~olden
earle for the syniwl, and blue and white for the school color., The
resulte followed ny ballob excent for the school color, which was blue
end rold., But T'n satisfied with the results, Study halls were finally
installed. 71 lnow [ would get more done if T studied at home. Tt's sure
noisy and it tales half of the period to even call 10ll, I wish they

t
vould' brusin the plaster hoards. Lvery time I lean becl: on the wall, my

sweater turns to white because of the powder on it.

.

ilov €. The tests were pretty stiff, but I @ﬁes: 1 rot alons, At
least, 7 surely hope so! Dad got his pay check today! 1Ilow I might ret
sonethin~ out of him. lr. Juvinal sent sone mazazines to us., The rest
of the day was devoted to reading then. 1 finally ot permission to buy
some colored pencils, Joe and I played pinochle with Sumil and Kauchi.,

Ly}

7, 1 returned four library boolks and checlied out 4 more. I

...
(&)
<.

chose sone foothall bools because 1 like bools about sport, adventure and
rystery, 1 didn't buy the colored pencils as I planned because they were

too ernensive--95¢4 for 8 pencils, Tn the aftemoon I sau !lood River play

e

the "litzers to a scoreless tie. I was the timelkeepcr. . One of the players
had & stop walch which 7 used., Since T nevexr worked one before. I was at

fi

Ly
5

~t haffled, T tried to set it, but I couldn't. 1 tried this and 1

tried that, lio =oay. Finally T gave up and went to the referee. T dis



covercd T had becen doing the risht thing but that I didn't want to pull
too hard because T might have been doing the wrons thing, and if I pulled

too haid, 1 would break it.



.

(iiale)
lovenber 1
This momin~ T was half an hour late for worlk. Zverythin; wes done
and a2ll the waitrecses vere sittin~ around talking when 1 walled in; it

nade ne feel funny when one of the zirls said. "Ve 1Hou0ht it was your day

T attenced the morninc class, then in the afternoon - skipped Lnglish
three and went 1o sec & sicit friend in "Alacke" end then to the "Ad" build-
inF to ¢t sone papers notarized,
liovenber 7

ny day off so I'm going to talke things ecasy I said to myself

4]

,']-.y i
in the bed., A4ATter reading yesterday's Tuleen Dispatch over I tried to
cecide whether to try and volunteer for the army now or wait until I sradu-
firh School which will be in-a short while. I finally decided to
wyait wntll 7 gracduate,

Novenber 8

rfier cetting throuzh wozlz T played "rummy" with sone friends in the
mo-nin~ and afternoon and had a lot of fun. Tn the evening I read some
na-ezines and went to bed early.
lovenber @

debated with nyself whether ' chould continue schooi or not as if
T was ~oin~ in the Army it wouldn't be nuch use and if I went out to work
next sprinc I wouldn't be able to rraduate anyway, 1 finally deciaed to
continue a vhile and see how thinze tumed out. 71 thought of poing just
to the "Ilibel" clcos but gave up that idea in the Enslich class, 1 often
try 1o decide unon one course and stick to it but Lecause =zo nmany things

cone up it re~ms that 1 can never nake up my ..ind once and for all.



(Femcle)
English 111
Feriod VII

Fridey, Kov. € 1942--1 went to school as usual, #ad when I came home
from the school [ decided to go to my girl friend's place, who lives near
our place in our block to ret started on my flower. I stayed there and
finished cuttingz the pattern for the flower until it was time to eat.
After eating 1 did my homework for llonday before forgetting the assion-

ments., Then turmed on the radio and listen to some program and went to

o’

ed.

saturday, Nov. 7--The first thine T did was to ro wash the clothes. Then
after finishins with the washine T spent the time doinz things in the
house until noon. 1in the afternoon I went to my ¢irl friend's place to
finigh my flower, but 1 had so nuch interest in the funny books that 1 did
not finish the flower.

Sunday, llove C--Tn the mommins  went to the church, After coming hone
from church T ironed the clothes. The girls' bascball started near our

block so went to watch it for a while.



(Female)
liov, 9. 1942
Inglish 111
Period TV

A Tlimpese of Life at Tule Lale

lNovemter 6, 1942

This morning was just a pattern of every other school day moining,
ercepting a few chanes here and there. The weather was cold ana frosty
like tne previous nornin~s. Was unable to have breakfast as usual and
vent thirourh the reneral mormning woutine.

Zchool wias & matter of routine., T went throush a very sleepy chem-
istry class, but the other classes seemed to pass by fairly fast, with

the exception of the study period. Upon reaching home T received the

long '2awaited letier from the hometown,
oday bein~ Friday, I left my homework worries till later, so went
to the Block movie and helped with the refreshments after,
November 7, 1642

Satundey, the day with the one thousand eand one thing to do. The
day that is most homelike, because the things to Le done are similar to
the ones at home.

4s usual didn't make brealfast, but bribted my younser sister to bring
it to me vhile I stayed in bed.

A1) the fields were Tilled with fans and tcams of fooiball, but T
was not interested in any of the games.

At two o'clock T went to the scheduled majorette practice, but no
practice was called because of the rain threatening clouds. The practice,

vhich wasg usually held at 720 was scheduled to be at 7218, The remainder

of the aftermoon was spent with "limny" eatins peanuts and popcorns,



playing cards and getting each other "nmad,"

4t nite had coxpany of five, and had a heclic time trying to keep
then from roing asleep on ne.

Salurday ended for me at 10:30 I,

Althourh this is not much of an exciting life, I an berinning to

enjoy this life with the many new friends from the three western coast



(Female)

Nov. O triday

In fnlish we're Lo keep a diary, so here goes! Today is Friday and
vent throush the same routine of roing to school as many of the students
are doiny at this time of days. It may be a same routine of foing school
but 1 think we are lucky to be able to study with books if I think of the
people who have just recently moved from assembly centers to relocation
centers., They have yet no school to go. All for that, the routine was
broken a little this afternoon, At about 35 minute before my sixth period
study hall started T decided to go to the post office on an errand. At
the post office 1t took me so long that I got late for my study hall and
ot @ lardy. 1 shall never take any more chances at the last minute like
that, '
Hov., ‘7 Solurday

Today there is no school so 1'm feelins fine as any other would be I
think. Since two of my givl friends decided to go Lo flower arrangements
I decided to ro too. llom has been telling me to do co ever since 1 came
Lo canp, Leamine flower arrancement might teacnh me to be more quiel and
sellled bul T doubt it if things go like my first day. 1t was terrible.
I'he teacher went so fast 1t pot me dispusted, but the teacher was dis-
rusted, too, I don't blame her, Since I got so disgusted rieht then and
there T didn't weht to come back apain but as T (had already) started it
would be better to finish it to the end. At the end something will become
of At
rov., 8 Sunday

This morning breakfast is at 8 o'clock which as anyone as sleepy
head as me would wish, 1 did my washing which 1 just desplse and did

some ironine, T had just a few bul took most of iy time in the mornin:



becawe my «irl friends were lroning too and that's the enjoymenl T get
from ironin;. But that is the only thing I like about ironins, 1In the
aflernoon I did not have much to do co 1 crocheted and did some of my
lecseons for londay., Might as well do the studying: while T have time,

Lhinn Lo rush al the Jast minnle,  Haybe ny lessons won't be cclticlued

too much,



(Femalc)
Fov. 6. 1G42--6:30 A.li.
Deas Diary

Thiz mornine was cold with the north winds blowing softly past me
and the stars still shining brightly over the project as usual,

As T passed by the boys' shower room T heard the soft whistling of
the l.arine's lymun, and the minute T entered the girls' shower room I was
crected by ladies who were having their morninge rossip,

One-fou:-th of the blocks seemed to be awake for only grown-ups and
vorking ¢irls were there Lo wash theilr faces and Lo sline up for the day.

Vthen [ enlerced my warm apartment, 1 found my father patiently wait-
ing for Lhe breakfast gong: to ring, but being so hunpry, he slarted to
cal the fomous Tulean potatoes. Then five minutes later he picked up hls
cilvervare and was on his way to breakfast,
lHovember 6, 1942--7:00 A, M.

Tn the auietness of the morning I could hear the different tunes of
the ron~s rincing their clear, crystal notes thioughout the camp, awaken-
in~ their neonle and telling them to come to get their breakfast, FPeople
arce hureying out Trom their apartments with their toothbrushes, toothpaste
and towels hanring from thelr arms.

in the mess hall a man was sitting in front of me at the same table.
tffe stood up with a slice of white bread in his hand and went to put it on
the stove, Then immediately, taking his proper place at the table, he
beran hastily eating his hash and the left-over toast from his plate.
buddenly rememberine the toost on the stove after a minute or two had
elapsed, he again left the table, arousing the curiosity of the people

around himn Keen eyes followed L to the stove, as the smolie curled



from four comer of the bread. Hurriedly, he turned the bread and found
to hig dicappointment that it was all hlack. Illost people glgrled while
others ¢rinned and this man said, "Ch, gee's it got all black,"* then he
pulb on another slice of bread in its place, and stood on guard this time.
llovember &, 1942--10:19 AL,

T wac worried this morning because we were going to have a big test
in ny history class but now that it is over, T enteircd my third perlod
still half dozed., Many confessed it was hard, and 1'11 admit that it
vas very hosd nyself,
llovenber 6, 19:2--2.05 P.11.

Yesterday at this line [ was at 7008 where I did not belong becausec
Pomisread,  But today T Lknow better so T went to ¢01 iastead. To my
amazement 1 find Lhat there are tables for everybody to study on, and {
cven had tiae to start this diary without any disturbance.

Hoveuber 6, 1942--5:00 P.I.

Iile a lonesome soldice in camp T long have been wailting for letler:
I cce mony people are comings out of the block manaper's office wilh let-
ters, so 1 ouwent Lo see our mail box and found it cnply. Discouragedly 1
walied boue Lo my aparlment, saylng one could not expecl a letter if 1t

is most wonted, but the lettercs come when least expected.

¥t ranclation



(Fomale%_»

Period I1I
"DEAR DIARY™

thassday, wovember 5H--1 awole with a shiver, | had dreamed ol horrible

thin: . Toolin~ out the window, 1 saw whlte roof's which rave me the

Lupresclon that it had snowed,

1 ate breoj:fust with hundreds of people, some I never knew until evacua-

tion, lLost of them are very nice, although I have Inown them for only &

f'ew wonths,

Ltarting off to school was no welcome task, especially duringe these cold

potning,  With Crozen fingrertips and toes we entered classrooms where we

"roasted" for an hour.

Lveryone is talizines aboui Lhe ouija. It i1s a spirit which, when you out

onc les oif o enid table un, foretells many thins. lHou il can ruecs

things co acearalely 1o Lhe guestion of many.

Friday, llovember 6--kach day ¢rows colder, ‘Ihis moinin« for cxample Lhe

non lel’l outdoors was frozen so hard, it took twenty minutles before it

would thaw out.

S watched a two-month-old baby today, my niece. llow tiny, 1 thourht, for

it ves about lhe first tine T was allowed to carwy cne, 1 marvelled at

the woy chie could nlace voilces., While her molher was away, she began to

ery. Althourth everyone tried to guiel her, che would not stop until che

neowd her mother's approach,

“he weolher vas favorable durin> the midday with O1L' Sol peering down wnd

smilins ab us.

Lo Liday o dovember V--Today, oince there i no school, T plonned to wach
and iron &11 my clothes. How far did I get? Other Lhings attracted me

so not vexy fax,



I'he day began as thourh it would rain, then, it would be a very nice day.
\lhy, everyone had his wash up it rained, the wind blew and all the clothes
vere black wuith soot.,

hxactly ceven months aro, loday, 1 left my howe in Sellevue, Vashington.,
I geens much longer, thouch, About six of these sceven months were spenl
in assecnbvly centers and relocation areas.

sunday, Hovember 8--The weather man was kind today, ;iving us the kind of
weather we had wished for,

Today beine Bunday, the meals are later than usual except for supper at

5: 304 Therclore 1 decided to have a nice long nap after T ate in the

altermoon. 1 overslept and barely made mess, looking like T had come
Tvom the juniles.
'he ouljo has predicled no school for tomorrow so here's hoping.
Hlovember 7

Tule Lalke Center doesn't seem so large as it used to. Camp lifce is
sunnins mwore smoothly and is gelling: Lo be more like a home,

1 spent pracllcally the whole day dolng the usual weel:end chores,
wasnine ond lioning,

Our ¢lub ic¢ having a Sadie Hawking Dance toni ht, bul I'm not plan-

ning to ro.
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