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Lhoce of Japanese ancestry to various assembly centers, Lo protect the
Japanese as well as the numerous defense plants along the West Coast which
so greatly was being in progress.

issenbly centers were temporary homes of Japanese people. After
veveral months in our assembly center, the Tule Lake Relocation Project
was constiucted for the population of 16,000,

Our life in Tule Lake Project is one that may be monotonous to cer-
tain individuals or an interesting life to others. The War Relocation
Authoriiy provides us with many activities, but their main aim is to dis-
tribute all Japanese citizen as well as alien to the middle Last where the
Japanese people could live a bhetter life. Our lives on the project is not
2 hard onc,

liducation is provided in the project where the students are able to
continue their studies in a high school with the highest requirement among
the three lest Coast states. We are fortunate to have a school in this
project but lack of equipments is a great disadvantage to the students,
levertheless, an ambitious and determined student can accomplish a great
deal .

In spnite of war religion is not attacked, however religious services
exict in this project as it has been during peace tinme,

T'he rroject provides us with a recreation center which directs all
sports and all soclal activities. Without recreation the monotony of our
daily life will probably affect some of the alrecady bored to the state of
nsantly,  Dances are sponsored more thn once & yeek by some organlzations
or departnents of the project, which occupies young men and women time,

cambling wass common, but now it is apainst the law of this project.
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liany jobs are opened for the peonle in this medium-sized city like
our project. Among the various divisions the Construction Department
builds and repairs our homes, and the Hospital Staff, which is consisted
of Jupanese, insures our health. The messhalls employs the largest num-
ber of evacuecs totaling about twé thousands. There are many other odd
jobs in the projcct. Jobs that gives industrial and vocational training
are very advanta-eous to many of the youns men and women.,

Durins the tine of the war there is prejudice among the American
people toward the Japanese race. A broad-minded individual can realize
our misfortunes and problems. To make, if possible, the American public
realize our situation is the problem, we, the nisei must undertake. The
fact hisei have volunteered to join the ammy is an excellent example of
their loyalty to our country, the United States of America, After this
war is over, our lives will be a hard one, but we must fizht to overcone
the serious problem and face the future with courage, and to show the pub-

lic opinions the betterment of our government.
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The Attitude of the Colonists
I. The success of this community in relation to attitude taken

1T. Outlook on life

L, Beliefs of others
B. Results
T1I. Wholesome attitudes

17, Atiitude toward the future

V. The challenge of this colony

Today after a period of evacuation we find ourselves isclated in a
community of seething humans. This period of resettlement has been one.
of adjustment in a ploneer project. In all American history this colony
is t;e first of its kind. To make this community a success we must act
and think straight in view of all the problems before us,

Our outlook or attitude on life has been in many cases one of the
hopelessness, self-pity, and despair. Some of the ambitious and ener-
cgetic minds of yesterday have been emotionally upset and their morals
and prestirce have been lowered because of this evacuation, Tnactivity
and the fact that they do not readily recover from these blows make
people become sullen and ill-tempered. Cne person who, T believe, is in
his early twenties said, "I wish my father worked or did something to
occupy his time. He's getting to be grouchy, and he wasn't like that at
home." These attitudes are not true in many instances and the people as
& whole have adjusted themselves well in this colony,

Wholesome attitudes have also had their beginnings in this community.

We now have a sense of "sharing and sharing alike" and a sense of coopera-



tiveness, Our laundry rooms, wash rooms, mess halles and recreational
facilities are shared, and in order to keep the block in a closely knit
unit every person has to cooperate with one another. The cultivation and
the development of such attitudes are certainly to be desired.

Attitudes do not only relate to the present situation but also delve
into the future. We are all thinking about the future, but [uture ecoolce
should be incentives to do the immediate jobs well. ILet us not bhe led to
believe that there is no future for us, because there s, Ivery nerson
whether he i1s of Japanese ancestry or not is loo concerned aboul the
future. We must make the future goal brighter by taling the rirht atti-
tude and attempting to be a little better than the other fellow,

Yes, we've rot to keep our chins up and look beyond the horizon.
Thls colony is a challenge to every person in this community, the second
ceneration Japanese in particular. We must accept this challenee by util
lzine every facllity afforded to us. A positive view upon life with an

eve toward forging ahead of others should be the 2im.
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Life in Tule Lake Project
1. Iife in Tule l.ake Project
A. First phrase of evacuation
1. How camp life affect our life
B. low evacuation affects occupation
1. 'Trades not used 1in.camps
2. Trades used in camp
3. Trades learned to use outside
C. low it affects evacuees
1. lHabits
2, LEducation
3. TFutre reference

N, liistake in putting us in camp

Now that T have sal down and really given the matter of "Life in Tule
lake Project" a thought, how different it seems from the experiences T
had 1iving on the outside world. Who could have ecven dreamed of the envir-
onment into which the Japanese people, aliens and citizens alike, would be
thrown into a year ago?

After the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan a year ago, the alien
curfew came first; then aliens and citlzens' curfew' then the talk of
evacuating the Japanese people from vital coastal areas of Washington,
Cre~on, and California. Iater this talk and these rumors became a reality
much to Lhe pleasure of the Daupghters of the Colden Vest and the Amorlcan
Leglon and many other minor so-called patriotic clubs., After the reality

had palned momentum, 1t was just a serles of sleepless nights, rushing
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around In reneral, and packing for the Japanese. Then 1L was the haslely-
constructed Assembly Centers and then finally the Pelocation Centers,
administered by the WRA,

How does camp life affect our life? Well for one, most of the alien
Japanese were being Americanized by the American public, but by putting
them in these camps with thousands of Japanese their ideas will again
return to their old ways. As for the second generation Japanese with
American citizenship, this new environment has caused many unforeseen
mishans. WMany of the evacuees were attending colleges, other educational
institutions, some were managing stores and markets, others farmine, some
were, carnins hirh wages in their respective jobs and some were profes-
sional men. A1l of these were uprooted from their future security and
placed in camps. Here in camp, most likely there will be no need for
certain trades that some of the colonist have been practicins on the out
side. Therefore, they will be out-of-date and practice when they ro oul!
into the post-war world. Other types of workers will vrobably henefit in
experience during their stay in camp. Many others who had no Lrade or
occupation prior to evacuation will undoubtediy have with some knowledge
of what they will take up in the outside world. The small children of
these camps will more than likely be more Japanesy because they will have
rrown up under the influence of the Javanese. Thelr knowledee of integ
national affairs will also be 1imited, due to the fact that 1t 15 so dif
ficult to obtain a newspaper. The one advantage in this camp is thot you
can develop your personality and widen your acquaintance with the north-
west people, Another disadvantage is that most of the teen-are people
will moct Tikely form bad habile, due to the faclt that there are no rocyen

tional facllities to speak of.
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A1l in 2ll, T think 1t was a big mistake putting us in here' 11 wuc

weren't in here, T wouldn't have to write this dop-rone easay.
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Family Life in Tule Ilake

We the evacuees were put into camps since we were excluded from the
Western Defense Command. When we were put into them, we had to adap! our-
selves to a new environment., We had to sacrifice many.thinrn. since they
don't allow certain material., Since the families are not privilered to an
automobile, the only possible transportation is by foot, unless some lucky
soul has a bicycle.

The new home which we adapted ourselves to live in is far diffcrent
from the one we left behind, When you step into the apartuent, it 1o not
divided into rooms, but you mirht say the 1living room, bedroom, closct i:
all in one, The beds are not as comfortable as the one we had at honc,
but we might consider ourselves lucky for having somethine to sleep in and
something over our heads,

The wives do not have to worry about preparing the food, since all
the food is prepared in the mess halls. We cannot choose the type of food
we want, but we have to eat the food that is put out for us. DSometimes
the food supply runs low and we get just enough to keep u~ filled a couple
hours. This is especially hard on the working men, JTf we were in the old
homes, we would have enourh to eat morning, noon and nirht, "e can alco
choose the food that we want and get up any time in the worning and =ti11
catch our brealkfast,

Tn our old home each family had a bath of its own, but 1 wouldn't ooy
that every family had a bath. In the camp we don't have a private hathe
for ourselves, but a shower room for the whole blocek, The folls Lthal d4%dn't
have baths at home can take a shower bath rerularly and call Lhemselves

lucky,
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At least one person out of each family must work on some Jjob in the
project, ©Since there isn't very much profession in the camp, lots of
people don't get the job they like. You might say it is a matter of first
come first serve, because the people that ret there first pets the best
jobs. The people that get jobs gets from 512 to $19 per month, Durine
spring, summer, and harvesting seasons the Sugar Beets Company recruite
workers from the project giving them free transportation to and from the
sugar beets field., They also sece that we ret protection, and they also
pay for our rent, lirshts and fuel. There is a field man Lhai checks upon
the farmer to sece that he doesn't gyp us out of considernble amount of
money,

We don't have very much reccreation here, hut I guess there ls enouch
to satisfy. We cannot go to a movie every week ends, since there is no
theater to fo to. What recreation we have are dances, anmateur chows and
the like. There is also sports in which you can take part in if you are

good enough,
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Tome Life in Tule Lake

T. Chanren
A, TFamily members
1. larxre
2. Cooverative
B, Perconal duties
1. Father
2. Mother
3, Children
17, Advantares
A, Same race
B, Same culture
. Common understandines

D. DPeaceful

TII. Dicadvantares

A, Conflicts between groups
1, Tssel
2, Nisei
3. Kibei

B. No futre for the Japanese

C. Attitude of children toward their parents
1. FManner
2. Tndependence

D, Different culture patterns
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Family Life in Tule Lake

Refore the evacuation there had been a tendency for every member of
a family to ret together in order to solve their difficull problems, MNow,
in this project most of the families contain meny brothers, sisters or
even their close relatives, and they seem to be cooperating with each
other effectlively.

Life in this project has chanred practically everythinge which the
Japanese had been doing, Fathers are now having jobs which they micht
not have experienced before the evacuation, (Whether they liked the jobs
or not, or even they are fitted or not.) Camp 1ife usually }s favorable
to mothers, since they have less responsibilities for the household, and
they can use their leisure time for learning, Children are also betbter
of f because they nced not help thelr parents so much, and they do not
have to be dependent upon,

People are enjoying the life of this colony. They speak Japanece
as a whole, and having the same customs and manners; therefore, they
understand each other very weil. The life is peaceful and there is noth-
ing to worry about except to find something which mirht male the people
spend a day happily.

On the other hand, there are many conflicts between rroupa. since
three classes: namely, TIssel. Nisel and Kibel exist. Although the rela-
tionship bhetween JTssel and Kibel is amicable, because bthey possess simi-
lar culture patterns, the relationship between lIssci and Nisecl or that of
Nisei and Kibel is far from being called amicahle. Tn every way they

oppose each other and slander without understanding one other's oituation,
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iven in a family there are some nisunderstandines belween Them and thecoe
problems cannot be solved,

Their fulure is dark and no body seems Lo know whatl will be our slatu:
in the post-war period. Racilal prejudices still exist amongs those who
think they are superior. Children are becoming prejudiced more and more,
since they have some back-ups., Some of them are wild and pay no attention
to their parcnts, since they do not have to be depen&ent as they used to
be, but seeck only amusements. The home 1lifc of Tule Lake 1a veally the

mixture of Oriental culture and the Oceidental one,
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Family Life in Tule Lake

Family Relations
A. Union

1. Happiness

N

Love
3. Tliespect
B, Atmosphere
1, Living Quarters
2. Iimited education
3. Religion
L, Timited recreation
C. Our relations with other people
1. Advanteres

[isadvantages

D

1I. Perconal opinion

Family Life in Tule Lake

The family relation 1s the most importunl factor which one must keev
in nind in oider to be able to learn how to ad just onecelf in camp envir=
onment ifithout this, living would be impossible, To keep the family
united, everyone must do his share. Ilappiness, love, and respect for the
household help one to hold the family in union. "United we stand, divided
we fall " this slogan is also true in the family, We must have unity more
than ever in this colony life. VWithout it, the family will most likely
be broken and vroduce a very unhapny ending, This must be avoided.

“t is difficult without the many things which we had been accustomed
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to, btut with such an atmosphere as here, everyone must learn to adjust
themselves to the WRA method of livins. One advantace for cloce quarters
is housecleanine for the persbn who has to clean. 1In line with the atmos-
phere and livinz quarters is the educational system offerea here. This
is also limited to a small scale. Due to the lack of equipment and cer;
tain vocational subjects one cannot expect to achieve one's training in
any particular field., On the other hand, even though limited in facili-
ties, colony adult cducation has proven an asset to men and women who
never had opportunities in normal life to altain any phase of education:
to learmn Lnrlish, flower arranrcement., Such teaching have provided a bet-
ter understanding between the parents and their children.

s to weligion, I think we possess the samne opportunities as those
of ihe people on the outside. Ve have been able to worship in any reli-
rious pattemm we chose--which has been quite an aid to the upkeeping of
morale. Various church orranizations have been in the makin;: for differ-
ent are grouns. In this way everyone in the family has learned to carry
out his own responsibilities without any hard feelinﬂs. These different
crranlzations have their own meaﬁs of recreation which they know will be
enjoyed by 211 their fellow members. Take, for instance, the "Little
Theater;" even though limited in many ways, have proven themselves cap-
able of doing what ever they had endeavored. Such as the play they are
presenting in each ward presently for the pleasure aanibhteninp this
monotonous life and at the same time to keep the boys and gzirls morale
and ambition from decreasing

The advantages of mingling with neighbors are that it teaches one to

associate more cheerfully and to renlize what friendship can mean in times
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of stress, Whereas, on the other hand, toc close relations are some-
times & hazard because there are always a few unfortunates mixed in with
the good. Tn cases like these, fossip seen to reisn dominant, where it
oftentimes branches out to something very fantastic. In like, it seems
that there is no cure for gossip. Is it not true? 1t is always running
ranpart.

rersonally, I think that this colony life has many advantages and
disadvantazes in the eyes of various types of people. One of our most
foftunate one is that we are able to live democratically within ourselves
just as we've witnezsed in normal times. Freedom of relirion, freedom of
press with a slirsht limit, freedom of language and bein= treated rich and
poor, alike, gives me the feeling that where there is democracy there is

hooe,
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soclial I.ife in Tule lake

"Life--to the heck with it" is the attitude of scores of people in
this camp. Lven I cometimes see the dark approach of despair in a dark,
¢ruesome Tashion. We must not let the licht of hope and success vanish,
but strive with the sced of hope in our hearts and plant ourselves into
a higsher place in society.

The majority of the people in Tule Lake have almost adjusted them-
selves to thie new 1life. True in the beginning, since mony were in the
ctate of hystervic and bewilderment, they did not know which way to
approach their new life. We, as pioneers from three different states
and the tremendous aid of our lational covernment, are striving to start
a neJ frontier and socizl community in which we can rest physically and
‘mentally and resume to normal living. With hope, riczhts, and beliefs to
urse us on, no immortal being will stand in our way to shatter our hopes.

As all can see, ve are gradually resuming nornal life. You can hear

the rins of laughter from both young and old ring into your ears. Boys

Y

1

playing foothall, girls knitting for the hed Cross, something which was
nard to do in the bersinning. With financial aid, we are buildlng our own
factory, poultry farms, hog farms, and a large pdrt of our own food.
bchoois, which I think is a grand miracle under such a handicap, td rive
the growine youth higher education, to enable them to adjust themsclves
for the future cociety, and tell them that the lisht is still burning.

We work for a small wage, plus food and clothing allowance. le are
working. not orimary for our =mall wazes, but mostly for the keeping of
our norale up,

Thus we must fight, both ment&élly and physically, to prove to the
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outside world that we can make a decent social community from practically
nothing. To do this, we have foucht all corruption and evils, lived in a
cocial community which is clean, healthful and full of preservation,
Thanks to our coordinatin~ national government, life is still in the state
of decency, which living in a camp like this and under such time both life

and morale would becomne dezenerated,
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Family Life in Tule Lake

I. & creat chanre from city life to camp life

L. Family not as stable as before

B. Privacy and study difficult under these crowded conditions
U. Close contact with people mizht result in unfriendly terms

D. A mother who is conscious of lack of privacy and fear of disturb-

ins neishbors might spoil child

=

Influence of camp life now will make post-war readjustment dif-
ficult

-
F., lack of recreational facilities produce gambling and card playing

G. Heepins un the morale of the peonle is the primary importance in

the improvement of this camp.

Family 1ife in Tule Lake is not as stable as it was before the war
The mothers do not do the cooking, and in many messes the children do not
accompany their parents to the mess halls., Tn this manner we are slowly
fettjng away from the stable home. The crowded conditions make it practi-
cally impossible to have privacy except in few instances. Studying in
small livine quairters, where there are disturbances from radio and voices
from other members of the household, is very difficult,

liith the crowded conditions we are living under, we have closer con-
tact with our neighbors than we did back home, Eventually as time elapses
we mirht have a guarrel over nothins. Then the true characteristic of
that person may unveil itself and show its usly color. We cannot afford
this to happen, for no person is to rfain by an argument. In a community

of this sort we must not be individualists, or as some people call "scabs,"



)
but we must le coonerative and socialistic.

There i1s probably more card playine and more gamnbling in this camp
than there was cutside. This 35 probably due to limited recreational
facilities, TIf we can have a {ymnasium vhere workineg men can o in the
night time and vlay games, such as basketball, handball, indoor baseball
and other games, the percentage of gambling might decline, and at the same
tine raice the morale of the people,

Small cnildren can be spoiled very easily in this camp. They know

thal their parents reffain from scolding them at homne because they are.
conscious of the fact thal they can be heard very easily in the next roém.
and that they try hard not to disturb the neighbors. In knowins this,
theyswill try to have thinss their way and will become very stubborm.
The perconality, these children as well as grown ups, acquire here under
the direct influence of this camp will be completely different from those
in the oﬁtslde society and the readjustment we make will not only be dif-
ficult, but very important as well,

In a place vhere a community is isolated from the outside vorld, and
the recreational facilities limited, the everyday 1life becomes monotonous,
Therefore, the keeping up of the morale of the people is the primary

importance in the improvement of a community of this sort,



