Irene Hirago
(corrected)
Recreation in a W. R. A.

It 1s a kmown fact that recreatlon is an important thing in life.

I believe there aren't nany people in this world that do not care for
some sort of recreatlion. Working alone cannot bring happiness, there
nuet be some pleasure combined with work to enjoy life.

The necessity of recreation is even greater in a W.R.A. The people
in here are in some ways cut off from the outside world. We cannot go
to beautiful parks, or to a nice movie and enjoy ourselves. We cannot
sit at a soda fountain and have a delicious milk shake. Ve are unfortu-
nate to mias the fine recreation of the outside, during the stay in this
camp, but we do have fine recreation in this camp too. The recrcational
departient has presented many fine talent shows to and varlety shows to
the publle in these last few months of our stay here. Lvery talent show
was packed with people caper to take thelr mind off their work and wor-
ries, to enjoy themselves during the program,

The issel (lst generation Japanese) have variety shows that sults
them. They jmmensely enjoy the Japanese folk songs, Japanese dances,
and the Japanese plays, mostly performed by amateur. All in all the
isseil and the nesei (2nd generation Japanese) are having a fine time, in
interval with their 8 hours a day work. The school students after five
days a week brain work would like their brains to have some rest on Sun-
day at some sort of a program or maybe a hike up the mountain. One thing
all the nesel miss 1s the movies. "If only we had movies sometimes," is
many a person's remark. e do not expect first run pictures but even

second run features is enough.



Trene Hirago

The recreational department and the performers arrange the program
in order that we may enjoy ourselves. It is not an easy thing to stand
before ceveral thousand people and perform: that everyone know.

T am sure everyone appreciate what the recreational department is

doing [or our benefit,



Natalie Nakanura
U.S. History

Per. 7 66l6-a
Recreation

The volunteer group from tﬁe Northwest were the originators of the
Tule Lale lteccreation Department. luch credit must be given to these
people, ftor they were handicapped in many ways. For instance, there was
barely enough equipment to outfit one baseball team, unless the members
of the team equipped themselves. They were unorganized, in other words.

soon the other people from the many different camps such as Walerga,
Marysville, Arbaga, and Plnedale began arriving. HMHany new volunteers
from Lthese camps Jjoined the Northwestermers in thelr struppgle to make
the Recrcation Department a better orranization. They brought with them
also the various kinds of recreational equipment. This alded thenm
creatly, and soon the Bccreation Department was going full swing.

llere and there equipment rooms were placed abbut the community.
Bareball teams, boys and pirls alike, slgned up daily. Ping pong enthu-
slasts played in Lhe Recreation llalls, horseshoe enthusiates also enjoyed
beins able to play. Today all in all, more than one hundred baseball
teams are signed up.

The Recreation Department did not forget that the older zroup of
people needed recreation, too. There was "Shogi" and "Coh" for the Issel
sroup. Vhat of the women? The Recreation Department had something for
them, too. There were knitting, sewing, flower arranging, flower making,
drafting, and other needlework classes being held.

The lwercalion Department also planned those elaborate outdoor stage

prosrans that everyone, young and old alike, enjoyed.



(cont'd.) HalalleNakanura

Today the people of Tule Lake are proud of thelr ltecreation Depart-
ment whicli hag brought to almost every one, fun in some form of recrea-

tion.



U.S. Constitution Tashi Twasake
Poriod 1

The Community ILibrary

The community library here in Tule Lake was started on the 27th of
llay carrying a force from the first volunteer groups from Washington
and Orepon.

The Library, which 1s only a one room barrack, 1s now filled with
shelves full of books, magazines, and other useful information for many
of us. The first hundred twenty-seven books were borrowed from lodoc
CounLy Library (or one month. Durlng that one month the 1lbrarian and
her staffl wrote letters to different orcanizations of the coast asking
for divcarded books which were reinforced for community use. Iogst of
the books received were from Walersa Assembly Center.

The fumiture, shelves, tables, chalrs, & ete. in the library were
nade from scraps of wood found here and there.

At the precent, there are eirht people working at day time and two
at night, The librarian checks out the books to the people recording
their name and address.  The books may be kept for two weeks, but books
that are held beyond two weeks will be charred one cent a day. Types
of books which are in this library are juvenille and adult fiction and
rc¢lerence books. Reference books may be obtalned from California State

Libtrary for one month.

A magazine stand is placed with such magazines as, llarpers, The

liation, Readers' Digest, Atlantic, Saturday Bvenings Post, Life and many

others that would be interesting for the people to read during their
leicure tines.
As 1T meed throush the shelves of books, I noticed a few outstanding

books such ag Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come by Fox, Hiedi by Spyri,

and Jane Iiyre by Bronte.



corrected Charley Osato
Dec. 1, 1642
U.S. Const. & Enpglish

Sports

Iiving in this camp with out sports would be very uninteresting.
Sports are things that boys and girls are all interested in. First is
the softball and hardball., Softball had twelve teams in the National
Leaue such as Yogores, Zoots, Pee Wee, Bitz, Bachelors, Ubanges, Arbopgans,
shuffles, Trojans, Oregonians, All Stars, Wolves. From the league therg
are sone who drop out. At the end of the season the Yogores was on top.
The American League has twelve leagues, too, such as Royal Flushes, Salems,
Spark Pluers,  Isletons, Plek Ups, Pensioneers 1400's, Scrubs, Bums, 49'er,
Violets, V.C. lears. At the end of this leaprue the Salem Senators won
the pennant for the American League. That why they have to play for the
Senior lecasue championship. So the Salem Senators and the Yogores played
off, the Salem Senator won., Now for the Junior Leapue: T don't know the
name of rome of the teams, but T know who won the Junior League, the
Sacramento Termltes,  They played off on Sept. 19-20 and Marysville Junior
lozed by a close pame. The first game was 5-4 in the tenth inning and
the second game was 3-1. That all for the softball, and now for the hard-
ball. In the Hardball League they have two League as in the Softball

League,
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Ray Surui September 22, 1942
VIT-vIT1
American Life Course -
The Development of Sports in Tule Lake

The development of sports here created great help /here/ for the
people. It provided pcople in the community for some sort of amusement
¢ reereation that they all could enjoy. Softball started here in June
after people started moving In from Assembly Centers & citles. At first
there were not many people here and to provide something to do they
played softball among themselves. The equipment was owned by certain
persons, oince there was not any avallable. Later in about the milddle
of June a recreatlon department had been established and they fumished
balls & bats to Lhose who wanted to play softball. The department then
orranived leapues in which varlous teams sirmed up (for). Teams were
playins almost every nisht (out) of the week which brousht crowds of
spectators to the rames. Rules were brought up from the books, (which
told about them) and equipment was checked out at a recreation equipment
room. A vecreation equipment room was established In different barvacks
throurhout the colony where the individuals could check out all sorts of
equipment (such) as balls, bats, gloves, hasketballs, volleyballs & ping
pong setts. Ping pong tables were provided in the rooms. One important
room was 1408, A new softball learue was started alout the last of July
after everyone from designated areas moved in. There were two leagucs.
The American Learue & The MNational League. A1l teams wiching to enter
cimed up and then the games were scheduled and the teams ctarted play-
ine, flardball was also a great sport which attracted cverybody. Uy the

nidile of Awyuct the teams were in full swing playing almost every night.



Ray Sugui  (cont'd.)

These jawcs brourht crowds to see the teams play. This i how sports

wan developed and how it brourht about some sort of amusement for

everyone.
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(male) (COrructed)
{liroshi Moriki
My Lelsure Activity

Tn this barren colony where there 1s not one picturesque or beauti-
ful feature thal can be compared to the outslde world, I often stop to
think of the leisure activitles that are to be found. Too frequently T
believe that T seek lelsure time In far-off places and fall to see it
when it appecars at my oun doorstep.

lHow when I find myself in the camp, I can't entertain myself with
movies, hunting fishing and private parties. To take this vacant place,
I often ind myself centcred around the library where there are plenty
of boukgs about. With such friends as books, tlme can be spent no more
wholesomely than any other activitles that is Lo be found.

In the pages of a book, I find myself traveling to far cormers of
the earth, viciting stranre lands, and imagining seeing unusual people.
If there is an wncharted sea, an unexplored wasteland, an unrevealed
mystery of nature; off goes the curious adventurer to solve the mystery
or map out the hidden places. And whille all these great moments are 1n
the making, T can also follow their exploits by merrily reading their
books.

I, for one, will have to admit that 1life is enriched by this method
of spending my leilsure time. At any rate, 1 believe this 1s one of the
best ways to spend the lelsure time in order not to let the very boring

silence prevail.



llary Caishi
Adult LEducation

The departiment of education has widely developed the lessons for
adults in this Authority. They offer lessons in English, sewing, knit-
ting, artificial flower making, shorthand, typing, etc. They are taught
three times a day, morning, noon and night for the convenience of those
workin-. The education 1s free and students are provided necessary
materials.

The teachers who are employed have great responsibilities since they
nuct hold them together. Students are asked to cooperate, since it is
very hard for the instructors not having previous experience.

Lany advantases are recelved. Flrst of all, they never had such an
opportunily back home as to have a public education. Second, they can
add Lo their knowledge something new. Many new acquaintances.

The people are not restricted on attendance; therefore, they may
o any tiwe they should wish,

How much Lthis education had done cannot be sald In a few words,
People who weren't able to read or write linglish had improved in con-
versing with the language. They can sign their own names now.

Sewing and knitting school lesson enabled many to make things to
suit thelk taste yet inexpensively. They also can cut patterns to any
size.

Artificial flowers brighten up the crude looking apartments. Tt is
cspecially a great help here for there are no available sources of fresh
{lowers.

shorlhand and typing classes jave those who never could have

entered the comrercial field a chance to do so. Those who were unable



(cont'd. ) Mary Gaishi

finish schooling or take the course have a great advantage. Learning
the course in this field offers another advantace since employment for
secretarial jobs are widely opened everywhere.

I Imow that the knowledge gained will make the future brighter and

will not make the colonists feel lost when they leave here to be on their

OWrl.
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U.S. History
Michiko Hirata
12//12
My Life in Alaska
Alaska 15 at the southem end of Lhe Tule Lake Project, south of the
irrigation ditch separating it from the rest of the camp having four
blocly, [ifty-six to nineinclusive.
Lach block has eighteen buildings, one mess hall accomodating approxi-
mately two hndred and fifty to three hundred people. And recreation
for the pecople of the block and iron laundary room for the people's use

aleo chower and latrines.

The wanaers of the respective blocks arc:

ilock 56 Hr. Okimoto
Block 57 Mr. Nakamura
Block 58 Hr. Yamane
Block 59 Mr. llashiguchl

[y 11re berdng in bloek fifty-seven In barrack number three, Apart-
ment D-1.  ‘There are rive children, three glrls and two boys, T, belng
the cecond member. Iy parents and father's parents are living with me
also.

Scheduled to eat in the Mess Hall at 7:00 A.l, breakfast 12:00 Noon
for dinnesr and 7:00 P.M. for supper. During the first two months after
my arrival here in Tulelake, 1 seldom ate my breakfast because of the
Lhours wvhich | was used to back 1n Parkdale, Oreron.

Until the school term began on September 1, 1942, T did not do auy

kind of worl, because there was no vacant cuployment.,
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(cont'd.) Michiko Hirata

3ince rchool has started 1 am attending school every day, five days
a week, eicht hours a day. During the free periods there is nothing to
do but =it in the sun.

When T come home it is so near supper time that there is nothing much
that T could do except for my school work which must be done.

On the week-ends many of the colonists go hiking because they are
free to leave between the hours of 6:00 A,M. to 6:00 P.l. up to the first
cigmn post that has been posted by the Construction Division of the Project.
Day after day my relatives who live in block 58 are visiting me, so the

house 15 always full of people.
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