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11!. Dl vo r c c ::; 

1. ryn~arclen with sympathetic view-_poin t 

2. P8rsonal pr ide 

J . Hesitation in having • t legalizeo 

L1.. Causes 

a , Expectation of too :nuch ol ca.sure 

b . Wrong thinkin r; 

Conclusi on 

A. _ mprovement of yourself 

1. Useful citizens 

2 : Cha.nGe in ps ychology 

B, Mutual unde rstan ding 

c. Optimistic view poin t 

Dl Think in terns of community welfare 

Family Life i n Tulelake 

As t he social l ife in the outside world chan r;cs rapidly , more rapidly 

because of the present war, we who are in re location centers a l s o have to 

me e t many s ocial changes . The basic social · nstitut:ion i ~ t he family , 

. and I shall discuss that famlly life in Tulelake Project . 

The adjustments we have had to make t o fit ourselves i nto thi s col-

ony have been a majo r chan:,e i n our no rmal family li fe . I·:any of us have 

never l ived i n a concentrated. fYOU1J of our people before, and ou a.;;socia-

t.i on with them is diff'.cult . The nearness of t he families , the limitation 

of rooms per family , the ating i n mess hall"' . the us e of publi c bath-

houses l aundry r ooms , ironin g rooms . the handlca.o of not havinr n.urnin e; 
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water w:it in the home , the simplici t y of home , ar:e .everal of t he al tera-

tion s i n everyday living we had to f ace . 

The fami.ly is in a way made a cl oser unit her than before . Chi l-

d:ren will have much more opportunities of participati nf i n family discus-

sions . F'amily discusc-ions are likely to be held more often here than the 

outs "de because we have more time and are· in closer contact with each 

other. In the outside, family members were somet" mes too busy wi t h .other 

relations anr3. had little time to devote to the family meetings . · Take for 

exampl e the rsrocery businesses that were run by Japanese . The family ran 

the store i n shifts and there was seldom a t ime when the whole f amily met 

because of the lona wo:rkine; hours . The parent s have more time t o devot 

to the children now and for thi s reason there should be more opportu11ities 

for them to <-tudy their children and try to under .... t and them. 

Family friends are good things to have. I n this colony where people 

from al l alone the coas t are rather ed , we have a wider choice of friend .. 

These friends may become l"fe-long friends, and may some day be of p.;reat 

help to us . 

I t is true t hat in thi i.:: co lony one can cce the innermost characte r 

of a person , whe. eas . if we were outside we would be able to conceal that 

part whi ch He didn • t want other r eo le to know. And too, when we are here 

we do things we would not do oroinari ly. People become selfish and th'.nk 

in t e:r-ns of " first come , first serve, " or " if we don ' t f.T3.b for anythinp , 

we ' J 1 never r-nt it ." 

Many peoJ?le are doinp t he sa.mc type of work her.c <:ts they have en 

do in,:; , for an i ncome imcompara ble to those t hey ean1ed. l·ack home . Thi c; 

has caused ' many to .think in the idea of "what ' s the u:-;e of workinr-:: your 
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head off f or not hin r:;?" There i also the attitude of that. prouerty of 

the _ .. oven1men t i c yours also. These ideas have rrreat influences on the 

pa r t of children who see or hear their parent s act or talk i'n tha t manner . 

The char acter of the parents and the family training they had extended 

to their children can be readily perceived. by the actions and attitudes 

of the children . 

The mother s of children whose father s have be en .taken to internment 

camps have a ·creat deal of res nonsibilities on t heir shoulders. I know a 

little girl five years old whose father i s 8.way ( i n an internment camp) 

and has asked her mother continually where Daddy was . Her eYpla.nation 

Has a clifficult one. She (the child) sometimes comes t o a "'tate of medi -

tation ncl Hould suddenly s tart cryinB. Her mother told us that this has 

happened several times and was very worrjed about thi s affectinc: her f ut ure 

charac t er. Accordinr: to Mr . Adler " the whole life of an individual j s 

determined durinr his first five yea rs: that is. the a.ttHuces and i nter-

pretaUons of incidents durlnc; one• s life time. ·" Of cour, c, all uarents 

have f!reat r esponsibilities in the br lnr-inf up of a ch' l d . but I am re fer-

rinB to a special case where the mother espec i ally has greater duty . 

From previous parae;raphs we can see that a rathe:!:' democratic fom of 

family exists in this colony, Of course, the naternal domi nation exists 

to a certain extent as a tradition of the Japanes e families , hut it is 

dyinc; out. The mother usually has as great a role i n the family events 

and business es as the father . The chilclren are the center of attent i on 

i n mos t of t he homes. They are f r ee to r-i ve their 0}.1inion in fa.oi ly con-

cern. I n a. survey nade in the size of family in my block t he ave a ;-e 

family is four member s . 
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The o-bctween marriage s till prevail l n thi center . To one advan-

ta&e they look back into the prosnect · ve newly-..; eds' families a couul e 

renerations . back, thus constructinf the foundation of a eurenic family, 

I have heard that the r-o-betweens even inquired to Jauan about th ir ances-

tors if they were not certain. and they held the marriage until a reply 

came back. These marria{!'es are more· for the people who have lived in 

Jauan for most of their lives. and they seem to las L most of t he time. 

The younc people brought up he e usua.111 wi 11 not stand fo.r such a 

union: they make their own choice and the uarents will have go-be t weens 

at marriage only to be in accordance with the J n:pa_r1 . e mar ia.ge .cus tom 

In a census taken in .July it was fo und that thee s a surnlus of men. 

Of the sin[;le adults there are approximately one and a half nr:n to one 

woman. This would mean a wider choice of mate on rh part of the r;:trl!'; 

t u f ind one to ~ uit her . 

Divorce is regarded on t~e whole wi t h Jllore of a syrnriathetic view-

point now because people have bef.Un to real ize that some marriages 'oin 

wrong persons . In thi. s camp I have heard of several divorces which have 

not as yet been lep-alized . HavinP" it l e r-:a.li.zed would )_et everybody :know 

that their marriac:e was a failure . People have t heir personal prides. 

They hesitate a great rl eal in this matter . In the outs ide world people 

ca.n di vorce qui tly anti live in separate towns where they will not come 

in contact with each other . Her e , it is difficult to eet outside and 

they have but one pla.ce to e;o and. that i s thelr parents ' homes . 

One of the rea!:.ons :for a di. vorce for new 1 vweds is that thoy e:1 ri ct 

it to he t oo much of a l)leasure . Probably in t he outside it is . The 

wife can prepare meaJs that would please the husband after a hard day's 

work, they would have a l ot to talk about , or occasionally they would f O 

1 
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to movies. Here, they have this disadvantage of a dull, camp life; that 

is, if they are not happy, they will eventually look at it in that way. 

Many of the divorces have been said to have been caused by the hus-

band ' s looking on to other women as better than their wives . They have 

but looked to only the ra d side of their wives and neel ected all the c-ood 

s i des . I t hink th] s i s t.rue to everyone. We are mo r e conducive to think 

i n the bad way than in the good way. 

Jn conclusion I would like to mention some possible construct ive 

improvements of the family. First of all, we should try to improve our-

s elves. Whether we will be able to take our places in nonnal American 

society and become useful citizens after we get out of here is a great 

quesli on. It is going to require a tremendous change in the psychology of 

nisei s . For those little children especially, the responsibility of train-

ing them to mee t this requirement lies i n the family. 

Mutual und erstanding s hould prevail in all families. The parents 

should seriously ·and fully understand the situations of the children and 

the children in turn should vi.ve thor.ou~h understand i ng and cooperation 

to their parents. 

Also . we should learn to look at things a little more optimistically. 

The incidents prior to the present has been taken too pessimistically. If 

we choose to interpret things unfavorably, there i s no end to it. We must 

learn to acqui r e the good side of everything . Too, we must learn to think 

in terms of the wel fare of our cornmuni ty rather than in tenns for your own 

selfis h desires. Therein lies a quty of the family--to stimulate the 

growth of the personalities of their children. 

With these points in mind I think that family li fe will bear much good 

fruit . 
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Aspects of Hwnan Life in Camp 

People in this world are prone to be selfi.sh and unsympathetic; they 

do not know how to love and respect each other,- they argue and quarrel 

over trifling af fairs to their own ha:r;in and sufferings , and life becomes 

only a drear:y round of unhapp iness . 

Here in camp, among many thousands of people , there are the rich, 

poor. and the well-to-do. Rer:ardless of whether they are rich or poor , they 

worry over money affairs. They suffer from poverty and they suffer from 

wealth. Because life is controlled by greed, we a!"re never contented and 

satisfied. 

Because this is a world of suffering , people ought to have more sym-

pathy for each other, respect each other for their good traits and help 
I 

each other in their difficulties, but ins tead they are selfi s h and hard-

hearted; they desuise each other for their failin gs and dislike them for 

their advantages. 

Fortunately •. these. feelings of dislike do not often eventuate in acts 

of violence: but they poison life with feeline:s of hatred .and anger that 

becomes so deeply carved into the mind that people car ry the marks of it 

t o the hour of death. 

Nothing in the world is permanent or lasting. Everything is chang-

ing, momentary and unpredictable. The quiet and beautiful homes we left 

behjnd were not meant to be permanent. For when the time for evacuation 

arrived , thouch dreary and lost, we arrived to our destination which was 

deli r htful and pleasant. But the best things in life were meant to change. 

So today, here we are at Tulelake, ignorant and selfish, only concerned 

with the desires and sufferings of the passing moments . 
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Relieious services are held throughout the colony with colonists who 

for the first time in their lives are attending these services, only to 

find a new slant toward life in camp. As the days go by, many people 

·realize how s t r on ,,.,.l y ·they are bound. by 1'<reed. habit and suffering ; they 

be co e sad and cJiscouraged . Often in the:ir .discouragement, tney quarrel 

and si nk deeper into sin and give up trying to be better. Often their 

l i ves come to s ome untimely end in the mid s t of their wickedness. 

It is true that everything in this life here in camp is transitory 

and filled with uncertainty, but it is lamentable that everyone cannot 

ignore the fact and keep on trying , when democracy will once again enable 

us to live the lives we desire. 
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Outline 

I. F'amily life of the Tule Lake Project 

A. Evacuation 

1 Br ought about many changes 

2 . hdjuJtment in l ife 

1J. F'a1nlly ties have been broken 

1. Because of insuffi.cient actl vi ti.es at home 

2. No meal time discussion 

C. Disadvantages for children 

1. Children 

a. Take advantage of their parents 

b. Become bad 

2 . Lack of recreation 

3 . JI ot enoue;h home training 

a. Etiq_uette 

. b. Home tasks 

4 . Difficult fo r s tudents to study 

D. Advanta~es for ad ults 

1. Many opportunities offered to them 

2. Prepare themselves to face society 

II, Life outside of Tule Lake Project 

A. Difficulties 

1. Jati.onine 

2 Pr iori ties 

B. Why we should be thankful we are here 

(Female ) 
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Family Life of the Tule Lake Pr oject 

Approximat ely one year ago, the Japanese people had to fac e a problem 

which we hope no one would have to face aga in. Our parents went about 

their work with a f ee l'Lnr of i ns ecuri t y . No one knew wha t the f uture had 

in s to r e for them and their families . Rwnors about evacuation went a r ound 

f rom one person t o another . We t r i ed t o deceive oursel ves by t hinki ng 

t ha t i t was j us t a r umor , and nothi n g which coul d actually take place . We 

went to s chool as us ual, but somehow everyt hing seemed to ha ve chanGed . 

Few of tho Caucasian students looked at us with hatred and scorn in their 

eyes. Even t he l ittle ones sensed a change .and knew that everything was 

not the same. Finally we r eceived the news which we all had hoped would 

not come. We were all torn away from our businesses, schools, and homes. 
I 

We have had t o make a ~eat ad jus tment in t rying to l ead a normal life in 

the Tule Lake Project. 

Attitudes of family life in Tule Lake have chan~ed irrunensely f r om the 

life we once lead. outside. Members of the family have drifted apart 

inst ead of becoming more closel y united as t hey s hould . They have dri fted 

apart becaus0 of the ins uffi cient activities in the home. They tend to 

spend t he i r l ei sur e t ime at their fri ends ' place more than a t home . I n 

many fam i lies meal time seems to be the only time when the family is to-

~ether. Duri ng this time they discuss various family and personal problems 

which t hey Hould not ca:ce to di scuss wi th others . Unles s our meal s a re 

served i n t he f am ily styl e , many family ti es wi ll be broken. 

Camp l i f e i s a great disadvant age for children. Youngsters are taking 

advantae-es in many respects. They get into all sorts of predicaments, and 

ge t out of it without beinr. punis hed :far what they have · done. Parents do 
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not scold t heir chi ldI~n a s they <lid at home , because of the lack of pr i-

vacy. They are afraid that the family next door would hear all that is 

r,oing on i n thei r home. The chi ld knows that he can eet by without being 

]! Un i sheo : consequently , he wil l comm i t more offens es whi ch l ater develops 

in t o a serious ~roblems . 

I·1any te1rn- age boys are spendi ng their t i me s moking , ca rd playing·, 

gambling, and other w-ays which they would not do under normal condi tions . 

Lack of good recreation has hardened them, and made them conduct themselves 

i n ways which are not quite satisfactory to society. 

I n a one- r oom apartment our da i ly tasks are l i mited. We have no 

kitchen work, or the five or six rooms to clean. Mothers who are not work-

i nf u$ually do al l the housewor k in order to keep herself busy. This ls 

the chi ef r eason why childr en are gi ven very little home trainin t'.S : Dif-

f erent s loppy table manners aI~ often overlooked at the mess hall. The 

parents do not bring the child' s a ttention to hi s poor etiquette, because 

t hey f eel hwnllia t ed to be corrected before their friends. Children become 

r ude , untidy , and l azy which event ually l eads i nt o bad ha bi ts. 

Studen t s negl ec t t heir school wor k because of t he unfavorabl e condi-

t i on i n which to s tudy at home. It i s difficult to study in a r oom while 

one member of the family has the radio on and another is conversing. 

Although s tudi es ar e mor e i mpor tant than r adi o progr ams , we cannot deprive 

from t hem t heir only means of recreation. A grea t many of the studentq 

have los t i n t erest i n education since evacuation. They t hink tha t they 

are just wasting their time trying to get education in such a place as . 

this . To make matters worse, these people influence other students who 

begi n t o get t he same opin1on . They should have speci a l s t udy hall s i n 
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each waros in order to let the students ·study without any disturbance, 

and also without having to walk to the end of the camp just to study. 

Camp life has been a benefit to the adults. Adults who are taking 

adult education and other courses offered to them, will find that they 

<ire a little pr epared to face the outs id e Horld again . 

.Although camp life has been of some di sadvanta -.e to many fa m1.lies , 

the outs ide worlcl i s -probably facing a more serious s:i.tuat ion than we are . 

They have been s truck by the rationing of different products and pri or i-

ties of different articles. Juvenile delinquency has increased since the 

outbreak of war. We should be thankful that we are properly fed and housed, 

and away from the mob violence outside. 
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Li ving Tog·e ther in Our Community 

I . Introduction 

A. Altered living 

1. Life of a no rmal Amer ican t o t hat of an enemy alien f or 

the Issei s 

JI . Body 

A . Advant ages of 11 ving in a community as Tul e Lake f or the Is c·ei s 

( f irs t ~eneration) 

l, Cr eative time 

a, Hobbies 

b. Choice of des i r able employment and recognition 

c. Adult education 

2 . Secur i ty 

a No hous ing , food > clothing problem 

b Medical care 

3. Little worry 

a. Un ited fami ly 

b . Excellent schooling sys t em for the children 

c . Diversifi ed r ecr eation for a ll 

4. Post-war stability 

a . Present cooperative life essenti ally important 

D. Some advan t af es of t his commun i ty lj_ving fo r the youne;er genera-

ti on 

1. Social s timulus 

a . Friendship 

b . Growth of t he nii nd throuf h contacts wi th life and 

en vi r onmen t 
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c . Opportunity of leadership in schools and organizations 

2. Education in---

a. Progress of life and in developing unique personality 

b . Opportunities of relocation i nto colleges or employ-

ments 

c. Diversified recreational pro r;ram 

C. Disadvantae;es of comnnmi ty life--Isseis 

1 . Concern over the future of the Niseis 

2. Smug attitude toward relocation on parts of some 

D. Disadvantages of community life~ -Niseis 

1 . Unbalanced home living 

2. Sudden social . frenzy 

J. Financial djsable to relocate 

III. Conclusion 

A. Aided by youth 

1. Aid to growing youth and parents 

2 . Creating a harmonious family life 

a . Preventi on from becomine; easily swayed by agitators 

b. Family discussions--democratic fonn 

LIVIlf G TOGETHER IN OUR COMMUNITY 

I t was a year ago on thi s December 7, 19~2 that the lives of the 

Niseis and the lives of their parents were alt ered overnight . These par-

ents were suddenly swept up from a life of a normal American into that of 

an "enemy alien." Many a question has confronted the second generations 

often as, "Has my family relationship changed since those days before 

December of 19lH ? 11 
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The community life of the Isseis has many advantages . Here they l)ave 

found time to create their hidden talents. The intricate wood carving, 

flower shows , and other cultural exhibits display such articles that were 

made by the I ~sei s who have never had the opportunity or the time for hob-

bi es of thi.s nature . Their choice of .employment here may also have been 

their " secret ambltion"--in that they have acq ulred a posi tion which would 

h~ve been bu t a remote possibili·ty in the days before the evacuation. 

Secondly , secur ity is a fundamental which everyone cher i shes and here they 

have it i n the form of housing , substantial food, clothing, fuel for the 

winter months, and primarily the excell~nt medical care, Thirdly, they 

are free from worries and care of the children's welfare who a r e undergo-

ing an excellent system of education, Their worries are replaced by diver-
\ 

s ified r ocrea tinn for t he.:; e -parent:.; who had little tin1e for enjoyment dur-

ing the lr years of toi l. Many al so r ealized that this cooperative cornmun-

ity living will be essential for post-war rehabilitation in the case that 

communities similar to this will be set up. 

The second generation or the Niseis of the community are undergoing 

a ranid ocial s timulus. Thi s potpouri of peopl e fro1 these three Pacific 

Co as t states has p-iven the youn g people an opportunity of ever increasing 

their friendship circle. Through these contacts with people and the 

unusual environment, it is giving the mind an opportunity to grow--for the 

p·ood , t he hope of many. Also thr oup;h these contacts these Ni se is are able 

to develop l eadership in their i::roups as well as in the schools and other 

youth activities . Instead of a stasnant community life , they have the 

opportunities of relocatin~ into schools and various employments through-

out the United States . 
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I· any a thoughtful problem ari s e before the Isseis too. Primarily, 

they are concen1ed over the future of the Niseis. Secondary, some carry 

a smug attitude toward relocation--an air of "Oh, what•s the use, there 

will be disc rimination anyway:" 

P. fe 11 of the problems confronti ng the Ni s eis is for one, this unbal-

anced en vironment of home l i ving . By thi s it i s meant that private homes 

have teen turned into publ i c homes . Then t here a:re these youths who have 

been swept under a rapid social frenzy. Some of these youths whose lives 

were closely restricted are now in a whirl which usually stops in the 

wrone,: hole, the bad one. But other Niseis who have a desire to relocate 

are financially disable or the family is wholly dependent on him, 

1ome pessimists will say that this life we are leading now will sooner 

or later break t he ·bondage af relationship be tween the Isseis and the Niseis 

which 11ill be the same as destroyine-; that precious ti e of family relation-

shi p . Therefore it is an important responsibility of the youths of today, 

whether they be here ln this colony or in the other communities of America, 

to create a harmonious family life. The Niseis must also restrain them-

~elves as well a.s the older generation from becominr eas ily swayed by ac;l-

I 

t a tors. The second r eneration also mus t endeavor to aid the younger genera-

tion in their needs so that they will not jump to early maturity . Of utmost 

importance is the assistance to the parents whose lives will be much shorter 

than the second generation. Jn this family life they must be able to bring 

about the problems of each and eveiyone in the usual democratic form and to 

discuss uhat may he importan t as to the welfare the future of the family. 
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Outline 

I. Family life on the Tule Lake Project 

A. What is its aspect? 

JJ . Introd uction 

A. Pro bl ems of nos t- war r econs truction 

1 . Evacuee re settlement 

B . How are Niseis going to fit into pos t war world? 

I ! 

(Male) 

1. Personality, attitudes, and ambitions determining factors 

2. Family lives in relocation centers determine these factors 

I II. Advantage of family life in relocation centers, namely Tule Lake 

A. Advantages in relation to children 

1. Less chance of "spoiling.. children 

2 . Danr ers of juvenile delinquency lessened 

3. Learn ability t o cooperate 

•:. 

4 Housing conditions promote closer relations between parents 

and children 

B. Youn 2 people of junior , seni or high school af e 

1. f.'ewer aclvantae;es 

2. More grmm up. miss advantages throu~h restlessness, disat-

i s faction 

0, The Issei 

1. No :!?articular advantae;es or disadvanta;3'es 

2 . I nclined t o resir~ themselves to conditions 

IV. Disadvantaces 

A. Collapse of young peoples' ambitions 

L I nclined to set back and accept confi ned life 

2. 'I'um cynical towa 'Ci r· life 
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