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August 131 1977 

Amerasia JollllllC:il 
Asian American S'tUdies Center 
3232 Campbell Baµ 
UCIA 
Los Angeles, Cal1!orn1e. 9(>024 

Dear editor: 

. Gary Okihiro 's review of Years of !n£81!ly qualities 
as e.n interesting bowel movement and deserves no more than 

.. · that observ<->tion. But he dumps his t.ilu:f':f' on the best book 
written to date on the· cemps and on one of .the best writers 
in the Jspanese American Ccmn unity. So I feel canpelled 
to 1 contradict his ·metapbyaical tailinos • 

.. 

.. 

. It is, of ·course, logical that a person who lived through 
the camp experience will write a better history 9t it than 
one who did not. Michi Wegl.yn does an excellent Job of 
describing the underlying causea of the Manzanar and 1Ule 
take riots. She does correctly deocribe the attitudes of 
IsHeis a nd the J apeneee work e"thic. She is definitely not 
purt dt the •i1beral-JACL" line, what.ever that 1•• And 
she is entirely correct to state that good things came out 
of the evacuation-relocation experience, .s. I. J:Jayakawa · 
notwithstanciing. \ 
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. Okihiro 1 on the other band, seems to !Unction trcma . -· . . .. . . ..,:· . 
··a) book learning, b) ~ theory about the "liberal-JAC~" line, - .: " · ~ .• : . · -:.··: · .; ... ::··. 

c)a new theory ot hi~tory as a study of personalities as ·, ·, . : . :· ··. · -:· ·_ · . 
opposed to event.s, d)guilt by association (with Hayak8wn), ··· · h 

and e), ot course, the theory t.bat theory necessarily super- ... '·· '') :., ·: ". .,; ~· . 
sedes experience. AU of which is interesting as bowel . · \ ;· - ~:--~·· \ '-:; ::-. :-
movements go. ' _. ;~ 

Sincerely, 

Will1Qlll Bohri 
4717 II. Albany 
.Chicago, Illinois 60625 

'-: .. ... ~~ ... ~":. ;:~-.- . - ' : :~~ -...... 


