
)All 11 ST fllrNNIAL NATIONAL l.ONV[NTION 

re l,1 ting to legislati o n, civil right s, public issues, m edia, 
and p11b lic relations; and 

Whe reas, currently th e re is a n a ti o n a l committee o n 
Eth n ic Co nce rn s, but it is not specific to c ivil ri gh ts and 
has not been highly visib le .within th e past fo ur years; am! 

Whe reas, currently the re is no n a ti ona l s tan d ing co m -
mitt ee ad Jressi ng civil rig hts in thi s c ivil rights orienll•d 
national o rga ni za tion; 

Now, th erefore, be it reso lved that the N at io na l Council 
of th e Japa nese American C itizens Leagu e create a n a-
ti o nal s ta nding committ ee o n civ il rights . 

ADOPTED 

31 Res. 13 -
Recognition of Draft Resi s ters 
By Seattle JACL Chapter 

Whereas, the United St;ites h as made a s ignifi ca nt and 
symboli c ges ture servin~ tu begi n the healing process o f 
deeply felt injuries ca used by the gross injus ti ce pe rpe trated 
agains t Americans of Japanese ances try in 19-12 with the 
mass incarceration of those people in detenti o n camps by the 
passing of the Civi l Libe rti es Act o f 1988; an d . 

Wh e reas, a ft er December 7, 194 1 th e Unit ed S ta tes 
s topped inducting America ns of Japanese ances try into 
th e U.S. armed forces; and 

Whereas, the Selective Service reclassif ied a ll qualified 
Ame ri cans of Japa nese ancestry to C lass 4-F, th en to Class 
.J -C, further degrading and h um ili ating th e Ja p anese 
Amer ica ns; and 

Wherea s, because o f j ACL objec tions anJ o th e r strong 
protests to such re cl assifica ti o n, Pres ident F ran k lin 
Roosevelt au thorized only th e Army to accep t volunteer 
Japa nese Americans for military se rv ice on January 31, 
1943; and 

Whereas, the War Departmen t issued a call for volun-
tee rs for an all -Japanese American segregated comba t 
team a nd ac tively rec ruit ed a ll those o f military age in 
th e camps, and to ca rry out this progrnm th e War D epart-
m ent directed the War Reloca tion Authority to determine 
evacu ee lo y alty by means o f a questio nnaire to all males 
o f military age in the camps; and 

Whereas, th e speci fic qu es ti o ns No. 27 and No . 28 pre-
se nt ed a n unresolvable dilemma to bo th lsse i and Ni se i, 
ca us in g irrcp.:irable psycho loi:;ica l and (•motiona l da111.1ge 
to int e rned JA s; a nd 

Whereas, a total of 3,500 JAs did volunteer a nd se rved 
with unprecedented valor and bravery on the b a ttlefie lds 
in the 100th Infantry Battalion a nd the 442nd Regim ent a l 
Combat Team, earning fa me as th e mos t highly decorated 
unit of its size in America n militarv historv: and in a ll 
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WWII, 
in the 
eserv-
)ra ise; 

: to a II 

e sev-
' th ei r 
ion to 

submit to military se rvi ce under a gove rnment th a t had 
v;ola teJ the ir cons tituti o n a l rights as cit izens by impris -
oning th em in concen tr a tion camps as "enemy aliens" a nd 
th a t had bl.1tantly disc riminated aga ins t th e m so\c>Iy o n 
the basis o f th ei r r acia l ancestry; and 

Wh.:reas, those draft res is ters who declared their loy-
alty but who ac ted out o f their belief that America's fun-
dament ,1 1 princ ipl es based on co ns titutiona l rights de-
served to be u p held, w ere convicted of vi o lating the Se-
lec tive Training and Service Act of 1940, and many w ere 
sentcnceJ to federal prison te rms, 

Now, the refo re, be it resolved th a t th e JACL recognize 
tha t those Japanese American dra ft resisters of World Wa r 
II, who d ecla red th ei r loy a lt y to th ei r country, but who 
were a lso d edica ted to the principle of defending their 
civil ri gh ts, w e re willing to m ake s ign ifi ca nt sa crifi ces to 
upho ld their belie fs o f patrioti s m in a different form from 
those 1vho sacrificed their lives o n th e battlefil'lus; a nd 
th a t th ey, too, deserve a place o f honor and respec t in the 
his to ry o f Americilns o f Japa nese a nct?s try; and 

Uc it furth e r resolved tlu t th e JACL reg rets any pain 
or bitt e rness caused by it s fai lure to recogn ize this group 
of patrio tic Americans and further reso lves to educate our 
ow n communi ty a nd the public th a t loya lty is not n eces-
sa rily demons tr ated in any s ingular form but ca n be m a ni-
fested in othe r praiseworthy and a<lmirable acts, a nd that 
by this recognition the JACL strives to promote and nur-
ture th e hea lin g process of an issue th a t has divided our 
community; and 

Th,1t cou p ll'd with its ackno w lt.>dgcme nt is a reminder 
th a t we were a ll vi c tims o f a sh.1mefu l ra c is t policy p e r-
petrated by the U.S . Gove rnmen t - a gove rnment which 
nearly 50 yea rs late r has ack nowledged its grievous e r ror 
and has pledged to m;ike a menJ s for th e in jus tices which 
it caus~d . 

ADOPTED 

31Res.16 -
Additional Scholarship Funds 
Dy Eastern District Council 

Whereas, cos ts for co ll ege and university educa tion 
have become prohibitive for many families; and 

Whert>as, loca l chap ters arc now awardi ng scholarships 
r rorn $500 to $1000; and 

Wht>reas, the Nationa l JACL Scho lu ship Prog ra m util-
izes much s taff time and the program needs fund s for ad-
minist rat ive costs; and 

Whereas, increasing freshm an scho lars hips will permit 
students to ge t s ta rted on highe r ed ucatio n while gradu-
at e s tudl!n ts are in a better position to ge t to sources o f 
other scho l.uships and fellowships, 

Now, therefore, be it reso lved th a t JACL active ly seek 
additional sch ola rship fund s fo r its Na ti o na 1 J ACL Schol-
ar ship Program with emphasis on Co ll ege Freshman 
Scho larships; and, furth er, inc rease the amount of awa rds, 
se lli ng the minimum o f $1000 awa rd fo r schola rships ad -
mini s tered by the nati o nal orga ni za ti on. Guid e lines need 
to be deve loped for indiviJu a ls/famili es/co rporations 
who wi sh to establish scholarships in their own n a mes. 

.A.DOPTED 


