DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMAND
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY OFFICE
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-5995

July 23, 1990

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

FOI/Privacy Office

Mr. Michi Weglyn
957 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10028

Dear Mr. Weglyn:

This is in response to your March 22, 1988 letter, to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), requesting records pertaining to the
Japanese American Citizens League, under the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), Title 5 U.S. Code 552. The FBI, on July 6, 1990,
forwarded your letter with Army-originated records, retrieved from their
files, to this office for a decision as to the releasability of the
information to you. This correspondence was received on July 12, 1990.

We have reviewed the information in the Army records and have deter-
mined it is releasable to you. A copy is enclosed for your use (Enclosure
1). Duplication fees of $2.25 are waived.

We have been informed by the FBI that the information, highlighted in
black, has been deleted to protect the identity of Special Agents of the
FBI pursuant to Title 5 U.S. Code 552 (b)(7)(C) of the FOIA.

The withholding of the information by the FBI constitutes a partial
denial of your request and you have the right to appeal this decision to
the Assistant Attorney General. If you decide to file an appeal you have
30 days from receipt of this letter to appeal to the Assistant Attorney
General. Appeals should be in writing to the Assistant Attorney General,
Office of Legal Policy, ATTN: Office of Information and Privacy, U.S.
Department of Justice, Washington, DC 20530. The envelope and the letter
should be marked "Freedom of Information Appeal™ or "Information Appeal".

If you have any questions regarding our action pertaining to the Army-
originated information, please feel free to contact this office at any
time. Please refer to case #956F-90.

Sincerely,

cé,w_/
obert J. Walsh, Jr.

Chief
Freedom of Information/Privacy Office

Enclosure

Copy Furnished:
FBI FOIPA BR (Request 296, 866)
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r Subject:  Letter of Transmittal., ' Mr Tracy ..
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? : ( To: Lt., Col. J. Edgzar Hoover - Mr Coffey .. ..
PR . Federal Bureau of Investigation ¥r Dinden ... -
j ;' Department of Justice M. Errmer.....
Mr. M Gulre.....
* ' The ettached communications zre ferwarded for vour informss
3 R A N
'f tion and such action as yvou consider advisable. ?V'-@ﬂ“-~
I ‘ . . .
' For the Chief, Military Intelligence Service: =~ "~

J‘{‘B'Q (S isze )

Colcnel, General Staff,
Asst., Txecutive Officer, M. I. S.
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Enclosuress
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XID 095 WAR DEPARTMENT MIS/CI
Japanese-Anerican M. 1. D. J¥P

Oitisens” League,
1/4/43 (12/17/42)

o (Date)
Subject: Japanese American Oitiszens' League \

Summary of Information:

The following information has been received which reflects
the prevalling sentiment among delegates from relocatioa centers and
free—-sone chapters, as well as national officers, who attended the
meeting of the Japanese-American Citiszens' Leagus (JACL), held in
Salt Lake City, Novemdber 17 to 23, 1942, The purpose of this meeting
was to discuss the problems of the relocation centers, the matter ef
resettlement of evacuses, Var Relocation Authority Policy, and JACL
organisation, problems and poligy.

The JACL is allegedly in complete accord with the future
policy of the WRA, which policy is to de one of resettlement of
Japanese throughout the inland area of the U, 8, as rapidly as
possidble without concentrating any siseadle group in any one community
or building up permanent relocation centers, This is the original
policy of the Army which could mot be carried out due to political
pressure from the various states, however, the WRA believes it is
politically practicadble to initiate such a program at this time, on the
oonditioa that care be exercised mot to concentrate many Japanese in
any area and that provisions are made for the evacuses to have jobs
awvaiting vhen they arrive at their destinations, It is dDelieved this
policy simplifies many prodlems of the relocation centers siace they
will be temporary affairs,

To assist ia this resettlement program aad te gaia pubdlic
acosptance of the evacuses in various commmities, the JACL propeses
to carry ocut a careful pudlic relations poelicy, however, such activity
on the part of this organisatiea will be limited dus te lack of funds,

One of the sutstandiag problems at the preseat time is the
fact that a siseadle crimimal element, disloyal Japanese, and agitators
are intermingled with the leyal groups, as reflected YWy reperts frea
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nearly all oenters indicating that pro-Japanese agitators are

spreading Jep propaganda in the centers and ocsnsiag strikes, riots

and ether troudle; that gangsters terrorise loyal growps; aad that

the criminal element, helnd.tng professienal gamblers, sperate guite
openly in the ocenters,’ The opinion of the delegates concerning the
oause for this conditiomn is the failure of WRA officials ta support

the Japanese -American police and leyal Japanese - American efficiale

in the relocation centers, amd their refusal to severdly pemalise

the troudle makers, plus the fact that the project directors and their _
assistants are largely ancial workers with no practical experience ia
government and policing. They know mothing abous Japanese, and cannot
discriminate detween loyal and disloyal, theredy enadling the criminal
and disloyal elements to intimidate the law-adiding and peacealle growp
and the intermal police organisation, Another difficulty is the lack

of liaison other than the Administrative Staff bBetween the internal
police and the FBI or Military Police, and reports invariabdly leak

back into the center about any informant, sudbjecting him Rn threats,
intinidation and even deatings of himself and his fanmily,

The coavergent trend of opinion apparently was that the

_plan of action of the pro-Japanese agitaters and disloyal element in

the centers is to attempt te cause troudle, strikes and riots and get

the camps into such an uproar that troops will have $o be called in,

thus affording the Japanese Government the opportunity to claim that
American troops are deing used to suppress and abuse the Japanese in

the centers, Arguments in the centers are to the effect that concentration
camps would be superior to relocation centers as the people wounld de as
well treated and wouldn't have to work as they do now,

One item of Japanese Government propaganda noted ocirculating
in the carps, and bdelieved by some of the ignorant, is that all Japanese
in the United States who remain loyal to Japsa will receive 10,000 yeu
when the Japaness wian the war, :

One delegate, a memdber of a center pelice force, varned the
ether delegates that disleyal Japanese groups iz the other relecation
osnters, were planning to csnse stirikes aad troudle similar to that ccemrrimy
ia Poston Unit One, and advised them te taks precautienary msasures
upon their retura home to prevent such troudble, It is delieved that the
difficulty at Poston Unit One was due te the fact that most of one of the
largest troudle making groups were seat to that utt.

-

The m.ptu wére of the qin!.on that most ef the I!ui are .
leyal, er at the worst passive, bas Sthere is a fairly large dialeyal y
group ia the relecatiea centers, the ocutspeken elemeat of whieh is
predoainantly Kidei, or Issel witheut families or with fanilies residiag
in Japan. A large preportien of the Japanese are passive with ae
spparent opiaien ene way or another and many FNisei are se disgruntled
over the less of their citisenship rights and confinement in a resettlement
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osater, that it is difficult to juige wvhat their loyalties may be,
However, the delegates delieve that in general the Issei with sens

ia the U, 8, Army are quite loyal,

The delegates at the JACL meesting unanimously passed a
resolution advecating the spplication of selective servioce to
Japanese Americans on the same dasis as other citisems,

Regarding the loyalty ef JACL members, 1t is reported ”
that all members take an oath of allegiance to this country which ]
contains a repudiation of allegiance to any other country, The
policy of the organization is completely loyal and in support of
the war effort, although there may bde some of the local chapter ;
momdership which is of questionadle loyalty, The national officers i
seem to De an unusually competent group of men and appear to de
loyal and patriotic, The JACL provides a valuadle means of odtaining
information regarding Japanese propaganda and activities in the
centers and the most effective means of comdbatting same,

Concerning the attitude of the JACL with reference to
Negro organisations and Communists, 1% is stated that the ormiution
refuses to affiliate with these elements,

|
z

Subject organisation is not extensive and present finances
comprise $31,600, including both pledges and cash on hand, which is
to be used during the coming year, The maximum dudget hoped for
is $50,000, which goal probabdly will mot be achieved,

Because of their policy of cooperating ia the evacuation of
the Japanese from the Vest Coast, JAGL leaders have deen criticised
by many in the centers on the bdasis of two views: either that
evacuation wvas unnecessary and shounld have deen fought, er that there
was too much cooperation and the evasuation should have bdeen resisted
enough te slev it dewva aad ebtain a detter dsal, Much of this critici
is based ca resentaent at the evacuses' hardships, while a great deal
of it is merely expression of unreasoning resentment, The attitude
of the JACL leaders is that its members voluntarily coeperated ia a mo
that wvas thought to be a milisary necessity at the time, although some
of the leaders Imew that the Army had a secend, aon-voluntary plan q‘
evacuatien ready for uwse, ,

A large poreutm of the interaees are reperted to o
BDuddhists, The Buddhist Churches are alse in finsavial difficulties
as they have 20 outside assistance, sad since the WRA cammet pay priests,
they must work for their living, leaviag them little time for their werk
as priests, wvhile Christian Ninisters, supported dy Christian churches

N o g
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outside, can devote their full $ime to their work, A Protestant
church organisation, the Committee for American = Japanese
Resettlement of the Federal Oouncil of the Churches of Christ ia
America snd the Home Missicas Ceommcil of North America, whose
national director is George R, Rundquist, NYC, is furaishiag most
ot tho money for ohﬂnt relocation, _

- e,

Iror. Hroctor »f WRA, has un [ good. :ob ofprotocth; i
the Japanese from exploitation by excludiag most organisatiems and
individuals from the relocation ocenters, Nany crackpots and others
desiring to exploit the Japaness attempt to get into the centers
and governors of six western states petitioned that the Japanese
bDe sent into the Deet fields, regimented, and paid $16 a -onth.
howvever, Myer stopped this plm.

egates re ect D or 1o ers?

Leover Arkapnsag! “he project director, TAYLOR, is wathoue ;?'-":_-_ X

but young and inexperiemced. He is trying te diroc't tvo centers with.
the result that he must leave much of the direction to the assistant
directors, The assistant director at this center, ELTON, vho runs
the project was a truck driver, but is capable, .The directors need
prodding dbut are cooperative, '

or The directors are not acquainted with the
Japanese pecple, %onvomerl running the project could mot understand
westorn speed ia ¢ e« They are very slowv in getting things done,
They need some western speed and a western man in the director's office.

! Only recently moved imto this project and do met “

Rl

knov very much about the directer, He has two sons in the Army, cme of &;

whom has been wounded, SEHAEFTER, his assistant, 16 & lmmanitarien,

Nepzagar, Ogliforpia: This preject has had feur direetors, NASH,
the secoad director, treated them like Iadians, He made premises that
were not bept, Ne was not popular, OOVEELY was a miece fellew who
understood their preblems, had vision and uadersteed the Japanese
peychology better tham the average, KIMNBALL, the present director, is
Sryiag to help the Japanese, There is a wvave of hoodlumisa at present,
nn-utm:cuuqu,n. s ,-;—,, _ ‘f:q»,@.

_w: m- pro:ut np She ouus, gr«mr in a?t
of service, They started eff with sn unpleasant relatiean, Then the
eame ia %o get infermatiem te oombdat Japamnese prepafaads adeut e
treatneat in the otaters, The elder Japanesse refused te eoceperazte, The
Jounger ones had te take over, and sinoce then have bdeen runniag things,
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Tule Lake was eriginally homsteaded by wveterans of the last war,

They are hostile to the Japanese, Newspapers in the area are hostile,
The manager is under fire, Ne is sincere, Perhaps he is teo lenient,
However, it is doudtful if there is a better manager,

The pecple in the ceaters can't Be informers because of danger to
their families, The disloyal aad criminal element must de ferreted
out by Caucasian persomnel, Practically all ef the pro-Jspanese
element that is agitating ia the camps were mo-accounts em the cuteide,
No responsidle persons hnn done any pro-vl‘qmu qgl.hthc. "

Beart Yountain, Wyomingt The director here is a former Iorut
Service man, Ne gets along well with all concerned, He meets regularly
with the center cocuncil, However he will be leaving soon and the project
is oconcerned as to wvho his successor will be, The Assistant director
has some unfortunate views om the Issei, Nisei, relationship., He was
inept in handling the police strike that occurred there a short time
back, The Heart Mountain staff was not aoqnaintod vith Japanuo but
they are learning and doing nry well.

Granada, Colorade: ZThe project lmgu' lc weak on understanding -
of the Japanese, His health is dad, He spends only part of his time
on the project. The assistant director is bdetter kmown, He has had
no great experience in handling large groups, He is too 0ld and not
aggressive,

Granada, Colorado: LINDLEY, the director, is a southerner, He is
slov in motien and talk, Most of the staff are all right, %wo are not
sympathetic with the Japanese, One of these is supervisor of the
garage, and he 1s a very inefficient man, The assistant director
Inows more adout the project than anyone else, p r PR

Poston, Arisopa: The Poston camp 1is thoni;mudorl-b
Indian Service, The Director uses the community council as his adviser

" aad takes their advice, He fires the mem iz his ergmnisatien they

disapprove of, He is somevhat lax ea disciplise ia the center and does
aet back wp the intermal polioce as he should,

Lopaz, Utah: This project has an experienced director who kmows
the Japanese peeple., Ne is a hunble man, Ks sppeals te the public,
He sppears to try kis dest, He recegnises self-government and meets
with the people., XNe gets good cedvperatien, The Nisel sedk $he
iaitiative ﬁ-mwmghmleq-lm:'ohutoqu

troudle with the Issei. LWPUS o %
L ] ’
L ] 5 -
iy .10
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@ila Biver, K Arisopat This preject has hadi eme directer and three
acting directors. The director resigned decause of army contrel of the
project and the fact he was not given a free hand. The people had
better relations with the superiateadent at the Tulare Assembly Center
than they have had with the administratioa eof the euur.

Dolmtu report there 1is a coler prodlem ia $he mtoﬂ. vy
thoro being a difference ia quarters and meals, Mou the Caucasians
have painted houses, the Japanese have Sarpapered Barracks and are mot
allowed to enter Caucasian eating plmo unless accompanied \ms
Cancasiaa,

There is a meed for a more specific policy by WEA for the
guidance of project directors who should be more permanent to leara
to know the people and their prodlems; there is need for cleser
contact Detween the administration and the intermees; more delegatien
of suthority to evacuee leaders in internal matters; more self- -
government, Delay ia paying wages and giving elothlu nuomau bt B
affords the agitators excuses to cause' troudle, Ry .=

A, L, ¥irin, Los Angeles representative of the American
Civil Libderties Union, spoke on the subject ef "General Japanese-
American Prodlems,” in which he discussed an unsuccessful suit
promoted by U, S, Wedd to take away citisenship of Japanese Americans,
The Sons and Daughters of the Golden West and the Califormia American
Legion are appealing the case, defense of which is beiang handled W'
Lawyers' Guild and the Northern Califoraia Civil Liderties Union,

-Dean Robert ¥, O'Brien, University otvuungtn. Birector z o,
of the National Japanese-American Student Relecatien Council stated - -{_4, y

. that the Couacil was organised to assist ia the relecatien of

Japagese-American students attending school om the Vest Ceast, Whereas
this fall they had ealy 38 scheels pledged te take students, Seday they
have ever 300, aad they hope te have detween 500 lﬂ 1,000 studeats
attending sehool aext semsster,

A need for Japanese lamguage articles to edncate Issel wmaadle
to read Naglish wvas discussed, It was reported that seme ¢f the pressad
Jspanese language papers pudlish articles they sheuld aet thru the m
of Wharacters doudle mesming, vhich edly perseas yith & therough - 3
muugur mﬂ:mammmom«. :

L3y o JARC Car e 4

There are repertedly three Japanese laaguige aswspapers still
doing pudlished ia ﬁ. internsuntain area, eme ia $alt Lake Sity, vhish

papers are allegedly disseminatiag pre-~Japanese prqnpnda through this
device of Japanese doudle talk,
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One delegate stated that the first OVI releases were very
inept and there is a »eed for regular newspaper releases by someone
understanding the Japanese people, "OVI" ea a headline makes a story
look like government propagsnda, 4

1 It wvas reperted that short wave radio is exoceptienally well
. L received at the Idaho center, and that Jap propagaada is circulated
- >~ 4 in the center, Reportedly mmch pressure is put on interanees whe
é:;_- : stress pro-American matters, it Ay i .
' ' A delegate from Nangzanar, who investigated l“poﬁl. of bad

workiag oconditions in Montana, reported that conditions were generally
bad in that state, The fact that a section of the area was much better
than the rest was attributed to the efforts of a better WRA representative
ia that territory. He reported that Frank Regan failed dedly ia his
Job as WEA representative in the area where there was soe mach troudble—
housing was inadequate; contracts vere not carried out and there was
consideradble misrepresentation in them; and there was some coerciaa by
sugar company officials, Vestern Nontana was reported te de unsuitadle
é for Japanese—-American labor because of the attitude of the residents,

it

SR - It 1s reported that workers employed outside dut living ia
the center must give all earnings beyond their basic wage of $19 to a
community trust fund, however, there is some doudt as to the status
of these evacuee trust funde, and who they belong to er how they may de
expended is a matter of dispute., Tule Lake is allegedly planning a
producers cooperative to collect and disburse profits from various
community enterprises,

|

It was reported by delegates that there is a strong element o
particularly the Kidei and pro-Japanese, vho are opposing the JACL 8
in the oenters, The "Pacific Citisen”, edited Wy lLarry Tajiri and - 4
his wife, has Deen pudblished in Salt Lake City fer appreximately "o
six months, It depends en the JACL for financial ssppert and its
alleged purpoee is $e represent JACL to the geaeral pudlic aad eduocate
and supply iaformatien te Japanese-imeriesns, Its editorial pelicy
1s determined Yy vhether or mot sabject matter is ia the dest interests
of the people in the centers and of the war effort=-if it is the
Pacific Citisen will suppert it,

3 - §asiesal Offigers of the JAGK: ; %

. ' President: SABURO XTDO, Postem Relecatisa Oeater, Arisema,
Formerly an atterasy practieing ia Sem FPramcisce,

Bxec. Bec'y: MIKE MASAOKA, Salt Lake Oity, Utah, fermerly a
wmiversity student ia Salt lake City,

AT B

-7-

REGRADED UNCLAS

o VADED UNGLASSIFIED
BY CDR USAINSCOM Fo1/p0
AUTH Para 1-603 DOD 5200.1R

e



i

-
L
£
§

Bxec. Asst.: GEORGE INAGAXT
Treasurer: " HIT0 OKADA
gdrosnig

JACL Yaticnal headquarters—Beson Building, Salt Lake Oisy,

JACL, VYashington, D, C, == P, O, Box $1721; .-tl].ogrqh llﬂf.l.l-—
1509 - 22nd 8t,, N, W.; telephone —- DEcatur 4338.

Nev York City——545 West 111 Street, &pt, 5-D,

Chicago—c/o American Friends Service Committee, 189 W, Nadison St,

Philadelphia~-c/o Robert 0'Brien, 1201 Chestnut St,, Philadelphia,
It 1s informsnt's opinion $hat the mational officials of

the JACL are loyal and reliadle individuals, sugh opinion being based
on observance of these persons at this nu_tl.ng.f' » .

- ’
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{csoy@ﬁar malwin M- Io D.

ubject:

C1/7V.

Commander Helvin McCoy: Alleged Statements Comcerning
Jepanese=Ansrican Soldiers in Italy,

Summary of Infermatien:

The 25 Harch 1°44 {ssue of ::?S?nc;ﬁ_o Citigeg,"
offieiel pudlieation of thé-Jzpansas can Citizacs' Leaswe,
contained a lealins article which alleged that Commander helvin ~—
/“!’ccey. U"pited Stetee Wavy, ia & nevspaper interviev in San Trancisco,
Culifornia, 1F March 1944, stated that the Japanese vere fighting
"o race wvar” nod inferred that Jemanese-imerican solliers in Italy
vere similarly fighting “"a race war against the Gefmans Deca:se they
are vhites.” His specific statement i» quoted as follows: *Tley are
killing wvhite men, They woulé just as soon be killing Cermans as other
whita men," Comnrncder I'cCoy 18 also allerec to hewa gtatec in tr-e cocurae
cf the interview that "every Jarnnesa=‘nericar ghoul” be shivmer bhec.
to Jairn after tre wrr, " The article statec th-t a his- l'awv
Vepartment official rerortedly told a representative of the ":eelfic
Citigen" that Commancer !'.cCoy's slur ageinst the loyalty of t*r
Jepanese- mericans wvould not "reflect the opinion or the views of the
" avy lepartment, "

Cox::ander KgCoy's remarks are sa'é to have received comment
in this particular issue of the "iacific Citigen" in tre colum of
2111 ilosokawa, under the Lerding of "A Herc of Rataan Joins tne Lorsts
F{pzote,. " Fis renarks included the fact that Foloy's words as they
stand are en mffront to the uniform of the United Strntes arrec forces,
as well as tn Figel soliiers, many of wiom have paid the sunreme sacrifice
in cefense of their country. Further staterments wvere tn thLe effect trut
"eCoy is entitleld to his personal views, but vhen he makes nisinfcrmec
charzes, highly darssing tc the American cause, and from the position
of an ofTiger of tlie arned forces, nothing less than officiil disavowv:l
of his wvords ia sufficient to right the vrons thus perpetrated,

keCoy has recently received considerable pudlicity me a natiornn!l
hero wvho lesd nine other Americans in their escape’fron & Japarsse )rison

cam~ Ain the Philippires. Fe 1s also rero=ted to havBVRdEaii®d trowdcn -t
o ! -0f source —-0f information
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AR,

e message to the Philiprines thankis uis friends in the Islands

for their help in assisting him to escape, It is renorted that the
objections voiced by Mr, Kosokava are well-founded and that Commancer
MaCoy has unthinkingly committed what amounts to ssbotage of the
Arny's effort to maintaln the merale of ite Nisel combat uaits,

An informant, sald to be reliadle, vho was acquainted wvith
Commander KoCoy im the Philippines prior te the war, stated his
opinion {s that MeCoy has an unbalanced type of memtality.

The opinion has been expressed that several recently reported
incidents of i{madvisable utterances oa the part of returned herves,
vho have escaped froam Jepanese-occupied territory, point te the
advisibility of some strong and definite policy on the part of the
¥ar and Mavy Departments for the prohibition, or at least, the officieal
discourasement of such careless talk., Onpinion was further sxpressed
to the effect that there are definite indieations that such utteranoces
in the past have resulted im the axecution by the Japanese of individuals
suspected of ocomplicity im such escmpes or sven the exescutioam of iamnocent
iandividuals, merely as an object lesson to discourase any help te other
escaping American prisoners,

Tt has beer suggerted thnt {f a state-ent could he nublict -ed
br sone higher rankins officinls of the Army end 'avy, the news:r er
editors and heacs of broacdcesting commznlen would be willins to coonerate,
as a patriotic gesture, in the suppression of such statements,

Insofar as peresnnel of the Army are aoncerned, it i{s reported that
ocomnent concerning their experiences in Japansse imprisonment and eseape
therefrom is prohihited by a direct order of veneral Marshall, The
control of eivilians, however, was sald to b more difficult, although
it {» possidble that an official warning might have some te'morary value,
The volicy of the NMavy in this respect was said to bde unknown.

pevspaper within the Meart Kountain Relocation Center assailed Commander
KcCoy's assertion that Japanese—American soldiers in the United States
Army in Italy enjoyed killing the Germans "because they were white men, ” I

further information received states that the Japanese-edited ‘

-: ..’:,'fl.-a_--\.____
ON 0 Jut 18807=0 6 15
fa
08 USAINSCOM 2ra/mm

W2 DA™ e -
o Lr(,}:_) <ell 1 ::
» .



- : ' b Y g e ")  e2/c1

’ .
 apanese American WAR DEPARTMENT JF]
.ens league, 2/5/42.

M. '. D.
» - e 0 ' A Date) S
Subjeoct: VYJAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LRAGUE ° o W HRR T
cyrns a TS R —— L gy f‘,'"-‘:: 4 E _0’-:'?.:“-\ i = ‘j,.}r'_'.,..
- # . T T T R s Ad
T . Sumary of. Inromtton._‘.- s TR A WL+ T B 7
B \M Ye s - N Mg = SN
It is reported that the EKibei Society, which was re-"""'}
cently merged into the Japanese American Citizens League, has
voluntarily dropped out of the League. However, the Kibel |
leaders have been retained and are now entrusted with more
responsible positions in the League. = R
M — 5 ¥ believed that if the above information il true o 15 oy
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XID 095 WAR DEPARTMENT MIS/CI

Japanese-Anerican M. 1. D. J¥P
Oitisens” League,
1/4/43 (12[17/43)

(Date)
Subject: Japanese American Oitisens' League \

Summary of Information:

The following information has deen received which reflects
the prevailing sentiment smong delegates from relocatioa ocenters and
free-sone chapters, as well as national officers, who attended the
meeting of the Japanese-American Citisens' League (JACL), held in
Salt Lake City, November 17 to 23, 1942, The purpose of this meeting
was to discuss the problems of the relocation centers, the matter of
resettlement of evacuses, Var Relocation Authority Policy, and JACL
organisation, prodleas and policy.

The JACL s allegedly in complete accord with the future
policy of the WRA, which policy is to bde one of resettlement of
Japanese throughout the inland area of the U, 8, as rapidly as
possidle without concentrating any siseadble group in any one commnity
or duilding up permanent relocation centers, This is the original
policy of the Army which could mot be carried out due to political
pressure from the various states, however, the WRA bdelieves it is
politically practicable to initiate such a program at this time, en the
oconditioa that care bDe exercised mot to concentrate many Japanese in
any area and that provisions are made for the evacuses $o have jobe
sawalting vhen they arrive at their destinations, It is believed this
policy simplifies many prodlems of the relecation centers simece they
will bde temporary affairs,

To assist ia this resettlement program aad te¢ gaia pudlic
acosptance of the evacuses in various commmities, the JAQL propeses
to carry ocut a careful pubdlic relatioms policy, however, such activisy
on the part of this organisatien will be limited dus te lack of funds,

One of the sutstandiag problems at the preseat time is the
fact that a siseadle criminal element, disloyal Jaspanese, and agitators
are intermingled with the leyal groups, as reflected Wy reperts frea
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nearly all oenters indicating that pro=Japanese agitators are

spreading Jap propaganda ia the centers and caunsing strikes, riots

and ether troudle; that gangsters terrorise loyal growps: aad that

the criminal element, including prefessieaal gamblers, eperate guite
openly in the oenters, '’ The opinion of the delegates concerning the
eause for this conditioa is the failure of WRA officials ta support

the Japanese ~American police and leyal Japanese - American efficials

in the relocation ocenters, and their refusal to severdly peaalise

the troudle makers, plus the fact that the project directors and their _
assistants are largely aocial workers with no practical experience ia . °
government and policiang. They knovw mothing about Japanese, and cannot
discriminate detween loyal and disloyal, theredy enadling the oriminal
and disloyal elements to intimidate the law-abiding and peacealle group
and the intermal police organisation, Another difficulty is the lack
of liaison other than the Administrative Staff between the internal
police and the FBI or Military Polioce, and reports invariadly leak

back into the center about any informant, sudbjecting him P threats,
intimidation and even bDeatings of himself and his family,

The coavergent trend of opinion apparently was that the

_Plan of action of the pro-Japanese agitaters and dlsloyal element in L

the centers is to attempt te canse troudle, strikes and riots and get

the camps into such an uproar that troops will have to be called in,

thus affording the Japanese Government the opportunity to claim that
American troops are deing used to suppress and adbuse the Japanese in

the centers, Arguments in the centers are to the effect that concentration
camps would be superior to relocation centers as the people would be as
well treated and wouldn't have to work as they do now,

One item of Japanese Goverament propaganda noted circulating
in the carps, and bdelieved by some of the ignorant, is that all Japanese
in the United States who remain loyal to Japaa will receive 10,000 m
wvhen the Japanese wia the war, :

One delegate, a memder of a center pelice force, varned the
other dalegates that disleyal Japanese groups iz the other relecatioam
osnters, were planning to canse stirikes and troudle similar to that cceomrria
ia Poston Uait One, and advised them te take precauntienary measures
upon their retura homse to prevent such troudble., IS is bdelieved that the
difficulty at Poston Unit One was due te the fact that most of one of the
largest troudle making groups were seat to that ni.t.

-

The hloptu were of tho epinien that most of the FWisel are are .
leyal, er at the worst passive, but there is a fairly large dialeyal i
group ia the relecatiea centers, the ocutspeken ¢lement of whieh is
predominantly Kibei, er Issei witheut families or with families residiag
in Japan. A large preportiea of the Japanese are passive with e
spparent opiaien ene way or another and many Fisel are so diegruntled
over the less of their citisenship rights and confinement in a resettlesent

AEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
on_ 9 0 JULT1990

DR USAINSCOM 1 FO1/PO
AUTH Para 1-603 DOD 5200. 1R



CONFIDIRNTIEL

osater, that it is difficult to judge vhat their laoyalties may be,
However, the delegates delieve that in general the Issei with sens

ia the U, 8, Army are quite loyal.

The delegates at the JACL meeting unanimously passed a
resolution advecating the application of selective service to
Japanese Americans on the same dasis as other citiseas,

Regarding the loyalty ef JACL members, 1% is reported Pf
that all members take an oath of allegiance to this country which ,
contains a repudiation of allegiance to any other country, The
policy of the organisation is completely loyal and in support of
the wvar effort, although there may be some of the local chapter
membership which is of questionadble loyalty, The national officers :
seem to De an unusually competent group of men and appear to de
loyal and patriotic, The JACL provides a valuable means of obtaining
information regarding Japanese propaganda and activities in the
centers and the most effective means of combatting same,

-

Concerning the attitude of the JACL with reference to
¥egro organisations and Communists, it is stated that the orco.nlution
refuses to affiliate with these elements,

!
I

Subject organization is not extensive and present finances
comprise $31,600, inecluding doth pledges and cash on hand, which is
to be used during the coming year, The maximum dudget hoped for
is $50,000, which goal probadly will mot de achieved,

Because of their policy of cooperating im the evacuation of
the Japanese from the Vest Coast, JAGL leaders have deen criticised
by many in the centers on the basis of two views: either that
evacuation wvas unnecessary and should have been fought, or that there
was too much cooperation and the evasuation should have been resisted
enough te slev it dewa aad edtain a detter deal, Mach of this eriticl
is based oa resentment at the evacuees' hardships, vhile a great deal
of it is merely expression o¢f unreasoning resentment, The attitude
of the JACL leaders is that its members voluatarily coeperated ia a mo
that was thought to be a milisary necessity at the time, although some
of the leaders kmew that mwm;m. mlutmylnq‘
evacuatien ready for wee, ,

A large porounp of the iaternees are reperted te h
Duddhists, The Buddhist Churches are alse in finasvial difficulties
as they have a0 outeide assistance, aad since the WRA cammet pay priests,
they must work for their living, leaviag them little time for their werk
as priests, while Christian Ninisters, supported by Christian churches
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eutside, can devote their full time to their woerk, A Protestant
church organisation, the Committee for American = Japanese
Resettlement of the Federal Oouncil of the Churches of Christ ia
g America and the Home Missicas Commcil of North America, whose
$ national director is George R, Rundquist, NYC, is furnishing most
. = of thc money for ohﬂnt relocatien,

3 - Lo,
' Inr. 'M.roctor of MRA, has dno a good. Job of protm!a‘ '
I the Japanese from exploitation by exclodiag most organisatiems and
iadividuals from the relocation ocenters, MNany crackpots and others
' desiring to exploit the Japanese attempt to get iato the centers
| and governors of six western states petitiomed that the Japanese
be sent imto -the deet fields, regimented, lnd. paid $16 a lonth.
however, Myer stopped this plu.

2 5 ; De tes re ect D ors 10 ers!
- h‘n;'gkgulz “he project director, TAYLOR, s “nthotie .."""f.'.
. but young and inexperiemced. He is trying te d!roct tvo centers with . " -

the result that he must leave much of the direction to the assistant
l x directors, The assistant director at this center, ELTON, who runs
the project was a truck driver, but is capable, .The directors need
prodding dbut are cooperative, '

The directors are not acquainted with the
Japanese people, ?ong;grnorn running the project could mot understand
western speed in ¢ e« They are very slov ia getting things done,
They need some western speed and a western man in the director's office,

- A . Kinsdoka, Jdahot Only recently moved imto this project and do mot j;:'
j knov very much about the director, He has two sons in the Arwy, ome of =
whom has been wounded, SHAEFTER, his assistant, 1e & humanitarien, v

Nepsagar, Ogliforpis: This preject has had feur direetors, KASH,
the secomd director, treated them like Indians, Ne made promises that
were not bept, HNe was not popular, OOVEELY was & niee fellew who
understood their preblems, had vision and wadersteed the Japanese
peychology better thaa the average, KIMNBALL, the present director, is
Srying to help the Japanese., There is a wave of hoodlumisa at preseat,

&% 56 hthumhnq“ﬂ. i, ,r;,._ ] m:»-
i " Zale lake, Spliferatar “ais preect Mas Ahe -umurm-r 1 ﬂ?"
of servies, They started eff with sn unpleasant relatien, Then the
y ~ eame 1a %o get infermatien e combat Japanese prepalaads sdent e

treatnent in the otaters, The elder Jepsnese refused $o eosperste, The
younger ones had te take over, and since them have bdeen runniang things,
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Tule Lake was eriginally homsteaded by veterans of the last war,

They are hostile to the Japanese, Newspapers in the area are hostile,
The sanager is under fire, Ne is sincere, Perhaps he is teo lemient,
However, it 1s doubdtful if there is a better manager,

The peocple in the ceaters can't de iaformers decause of danger to
their families, The disloyal sad criminal element must bDe ferreted
out by Caucasian perscmnel, Practically all ef the pro-Japanese
element that is agitating ia the camps were mo-accounts em the ocutside,
No responsidble persons h.nn done any pro-hpmn ncl.uthc. ,:

Heart Nougtain, Wyoming: The director here is a former !ornt
Service man, HNe gets aleng well with all concerned, He meets regularly

with the center council, However he will be leaving soon and the project
is concerned as to who his successor will dbe, The Assistant director
has some unfortunate views om the Issei, Nisei, relationship, He wvas
inept in handling the police strike that occurred there a short time
back, The Heart Mountain staff was mot acquainted vith J‘upanuo but
they are learning and doing nry well, :

Granada, Colorado: The project manager 1- weak on understanding
of the Japanese, His health is bdad, He spends only part of his time
on the project. The assistant director is detter kmown, He has had
no great experience in handling large groups, He is too old and not

aggressive,

Oranada, Colorado: LINDLEY, the director, is a southerner, He is
slow in motion and talk, Most of the staff are all right, %Two are not
sympathetic with the Japanese, One of these is supervisor of the
garage, and he 1s a very inefficient man, The assistant director
knows more adbout the project than anyone else, i & o'

t sopa: The Poston camp 1s the enly cae wader the

. Indian Service. The Director uses the community council as his adviser

aad takes their advice, Ne fires the mea iz his erganisatien they
disapprove of, Hs is somevhat lax ea disciplinme im the center and does
aet back wp the intermal polioce as he should,

Topagz, Utah: This project has an experienced director who kmows
the Japanese peeple, Ko is a humble man, Ks sppeals te the public,
He appears to try kis dest, He recegnises self-government and meets
with the people. Ne gets good cedperatiem,” The Nisel $4dk $he
initiative haﬁol.ﬁniuhmluq-lm“mhqu

troudle with the Issei. o X
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@ila River, Arisopat This project has had eme directer and three
acting directors, The directoer resigned decause of army contrel of the
project and the fact he was not given & free hand, The people had
better relations with the superianteadent at the Tulare Assemdly Center
than they have had with the administration eof the center,

: Doloptu rant there 1is . coler prodlem h the mtorl.
$here deing a difference i quarters and meals, Whereas the Caucasians -
have painted housss, the Japanese have tarpspered Varracks and are mot
alloved to enter Caucasian eating places unless accompanied hq-n
Caucasiaa, _

There is a meed for a more specific policy by MEA for the
guidance of project directors who should be more permanent to leara
$o knov the pecple and their prodlems; there is need for cleser
contact between the administration and the intermees; more delegatien
of suthority to evacuee leaders in internal matters; more self- - %
government, Delay ia paying wages and gliving clotm.u nucmou Bt
affords the agitators excuses to cause' troubdle, & 2 -

A, L, Wirin, Los Angeles representative of the American
Civil Liderties Union, spoke on the subject ef "General Jaspanese-
American Prodlems,” in which he discussed an unsuccessful suit
promoted by U, S, Wedd to take away citisenship of Japanese Americans,
The Sons and Daughters of the Golden West and the California American
Legion are appealing the case, defense of which is deing handled Wy
Lawvyers' Guild and the Northern Califormia Civil Liderties Union,

Dean Robert ¥, 0'Brien, University of anﬁutn,.linotor =
of the National Japanese-American Student Relocatien Council stated - i

, Shat the Council was organised to assist ia the relocatien of

Japagese-Anerican students attending school on the Vest Ceast, Whereas
this fall they had ealy 38 scheels pledged te take studeants, Seday they
hﬂonrm.-lﬁqhqotohuhtnnOOOul.lmmu
atteadiag sehoocl next semsster, _

A need for Japanese laanguage articles to eduncate Isse! wmasdle
to read Naglish was discussed, It was reported that seme of the presend
Jspanese language papers pudblish artiecles they should met thru the uo
of Waracters of doudle mesming, vhich edly yerseas yith & therough
mﬂc. of lw t:ll sateh tho full I.qorhlu of, ' i

-....f '\-l s I‘--‘--"“‘

!Iurom upmul;tmo:qnoulwWﬂm
Veing pudlished in the interseuntaia area, eme ia Salt Lake City, vhieh
papers are allegedly disseminating pro-Japanese prqupnda through this
device of Japanese doudle talk,
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One delegate stated that the first OVI releases were very
inept and there is a meed for regular newspaper releases by someone
understanding the Jspanese pecple, TOVI" ea a headline makes a story
look like government propagsnda, .

1 It wvas reperted that short wave radio is exoceptienally well
T . B received at the Idaho center, and that Jap propagaada 1s circulated
- >~ 1 in the center, Reportedly mmch pressure 1- put on interaees whe
é;_ g stress pro~American matters, s

' A delegate from Nanzanar, who investigated mortl of bad
workiang oconditions in Nontana, reported that conditions were genserally
bad in that state, The fact that a section of the area was much better
than the rest was attridbuted to the efforts of a better WRA representative
ia that territory. He reported that Frank Regan failed bedly ia his
Job as VEA representative in the area where there was se mach trouble—
housing was inadequate; contracts were not carried out and thers vas
considerable misrepresentation in them; and there was some coerciaa by

@ sugar company officials, Vestern Nontans was reported te be unsuitabdle
for Japanese—American labor bdecause of the attitude of the residents,

!

== = I$ 1s reported that workers employed outside dut living ia
the center must give all earnings beyond their dasic wage of $19 to a
community trust fund, however, there is some doudt as to the status

of these evacuee trust funds, and who they bdelong to er how they may de
expended is a matter of dispute, Tule lLake is allegedly planning a
producers cooperative to collect and disburse profits from various
community enterprises,

|

It wvas reported by delegates that there is a stroag oxmnt

pu't!.anlu'ly the Kibei and pro-Japanese, vho are opposing the JAQL g

in the ocenters. The "Pacific Gitisen”, edited Wy Larry Pajiri and -~ i~
hil wife, has been pudlished in Salt Lake City feor appreximately " #
six months, It depends en the JACL for financial ssppert and its
alleged purpoee is $e represent JACL to the geaeral pudlic aad edunoate
and supply iaformatiem te Japanese-imeriesns, Its editerial pelicy
is determined Yy whether or mot subject matter is ia the bdest interests
of the people in the centers and of the war effort——if it is the
Pacific Citisen will suppert it,

- ‘ 4
3 - §asienal Offigers of the JAGK: F -

7 ' President: SABURO XIDO, Posten Relecatisa Oeater, Ariseaa,
Yormerly an atterasy practieing ia Sea Framcisoe.

Bxec, See'y!: MIXE MASAOKA, Salt Lake Oity, Utah, fermerly a
wmiversity student im Salt lake 9“.7.
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Exec, Asst,: GEORGE INAGAXT
Preasurer: ‘ 70 OXADA
AMdresses!

JACL ¥ational headquarters—Beson Building, Salt Lake Cisy,

JACL, Vashington, D, C, <= P. O, Box $1721; telegraph address —-
1509 - 22nd 8t,, N, V.: telephone —~ DEcatur 4338,

Nev York City——3545 West 111 Street, Apt, B-D,
Chicago—c/o American Friends Service Committee, 189 ¥W, Madison St,
Philadelphis~~c/o Robert O'Brien, 1201 Chestnut St,, Philadelphia,

It 1s informent's opinion that the mational officials o
the JACL are loyal and reliadble individuals, sugch opinion bdeing based
on observance of these persons at this noo_ti.ng,t' > :

- v
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Cemmander Helvin McCoy: Alleged Stetements Comcerning
Jepanese-Ansrican Sold{ers in Italy.

Summary of Infermatien:

The 25 Harch 1944 {ssue of w“;ﬂ_c Citigesg,"
offieiel pudlication of thé Japansas can Citisana' lLeasme,
contained a lealins article which alleged that Commander lelvin ~—
/"c.-oy, "nited States Wavy, in » nevspaper interviev in San Trancisco,
Crnlifornia, 1F March 1844, stated that the Japenese vere fighting
"o race war” aslé inferred that Jenanese-inmerican sollisrs in Italy
vere similarly fighting "a race var against the GCefmans decause they
are vhites.," His specific statement is quoted as follows: "Tley are
killing vhite men, They wouléd just as soon be killing Cermans as other
whita men, " Comnrnder 'cCoy 4» Aalso allersc to hewa gtatel in tre cocurse
ef the interview thzat "every Jarsnzessa=iericar ghoul’ be shinwen bhac.
to Jarrn after tre wrr, " The article stated th-t a his™ l'aw
Lepartment official rerortedly told a representative of the ".eecific
Citizen" that Comnander !'.cCoy's slur ageinst the loyalty of t*r
Jepanese- mericans voull not "reflect the opinion or the views of the
" avy Uepartment, ¥

Cow::amder KcCoy's remarks are sall to have recelived comnent
in thie particnlar lssue of the "iagific Citigen” ir the column of
2411 illosnkawa, under the Lerding of "A KHero of Rataan Joins tne Corsts
{gots, " Fis remarks included the fact that Foloy's worde as they
stand are rn Rffront to the uniform of the United Stntes ar-ec forces,
as well an tn ¥igel solldiers, many of wiom have paid the su-reme sacrifice
in cefense cf their country. Further staterments wvere tn thLe effect trut
“eCoy is entitled to his personal views, but wvhen he makes nisinfirmed
charzes, highly darscing tc the American cause, and from the position
of an offiger of t:e arned forces, nothing less than offici:l disavov:l
of his words s sufficient to right She vrongs thus perpetrated,

KoCoy has recently received consideradle pudlicity mas a nationnl
hero who lesd nine other Americans {n their escape’fron & . apsrsse Hrison

cam~ An the Philippires. FKe is also rerorted to hav@VReEadi®d troxdc.:t
& ¢ —-of source -of information
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e message to the Philiprines thankiz Lis friends in the Islands

for their help in assisting him to escape, It is remorted that the
objections voiced by Mr, FKosokava are well-founded and that Comnancder
McCoy has unthinkingly committed what amounts to sabotage of the
Aray's offort to maintain the merale of its Nisei combat uaits,

An informant, said to be reliable, vho was aoquainted wvith
Comaander KoCoy im the Philippines prior te the war, stated his
opinion {s that MeCoy has an wnbalanced type of memtality. /

The opinion has deen expressed that several recently reported
incidents of iaadvieable utterances on the part of returned heroes,
wvho have escaped froa Japanese-occupied territory, point teo the
advisibility of some strong and definite policy on the part of the
¥ar and Vavy Departments for the prohibdition, or at least, the officieal
discourasement of such careless $talk, Oninion was further sxpressed
to the effect that there are definite indieations that such utteranoss
in the past have resulted ia the axecution by the Japanese of individuals
suspected of ocomplicity in such escapes or even the executioan of 4anocent
individuale, merely as an objest lesson to discourase any help to other
escaping American prisoners,

Tt has beer suggerted thnt {f a state-ent coulsd bhe puhlict -ec
by sone higher rankin~ officinls of the Army end 'avy, the news: r er
editors and heacds of broaccesting comrznles wouli be willins to coonerate,
as a patriotic gesture, in the suppression of such statements.

Inscfar as perecnnel of the Army are aoncerned, it i{s reported that
oomnent concerning their experiences in Japanese imprisonment and escape
therefrom is prohihited by a direct order of uveneral Marshall, The
control of eivilians, however, was said to0 be more difficult, although
it 1is possible that an official warning might have some te'morary value,
The volicy of the NMavy in this respect was said to bde unknown,

pewspaper within the Meart Xountain Relocation Ceater assailed Commander
FeCoy's assertion that Japanese—Anmerican soldiers in the United States
Arzy in Italy enjoyed killing the Cermans "because they were white men,* l

Farther information received states that the Japanese-edited }

-~
E "
_.,:L, U Al A/
M X ] o b
5 00t Re01=0 L
fj?—. I.'Q"\rf FE - 5
T = ""‘—-‘-i-‘u‘\';'\,’:\_,'_‘“,' Fna s
i i"ard T'EJJ L:GD . -:: _,.1
~ei e



	chi_06_001
	chi_06_003
	chi_06_001
	chi_06_002

