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Resolution ACR 32 
Gives Impetus to 
Soko 8'*ai Lawsuit 
BY CAROLINE AOYAGI 
Executive Editor 

The message from the Japan-
ese American community to the 
San Francisco YWCA (Young 
Women's Christian Association) 
has been loud and clear for close 
to three years now: give back the 
YWCA building to its rightful 
owners - the JA community. 
And now the state of California is 
echoing that same message. 

With a unanimous vote in the 
Assembly and the Senate, the 
California legislature on April 29 
passed ACR 32, a resolution 
spearheaded by Assemblymem· 
ber Mike Honda CD-San Jose) in 
response to the San Francisco 
YWCA situation. ACR 32 calls on 
the state of California to repeal 
any vestiges of the racist Alien 
Land Law, enacted in 1913 and 
repealed in 1956, and to enforce 
any trusts brokered under that 
law. 

The resolution, also cospon-
sored by Assemblymembers Car-
ole Migden and Kevin Shelley 
and Senator John Burton, states 
in part, "That the Legislature of 
the State of California declares 
that it shall be the policy of the 
state to eradicate any vestiges of 
the racism or the California Alien 
Land Law and to take steps to 
ensure the enforcement of chari-
table trusts created in response 
to that law.• , 

For over a year now the Sako 
Bukai, a group of Japanese 

See SOKO BUKAV page 10 

JA Community Mourns Death of 
Historian and Activist Michi Weglyn 
BY SACHI SEKO 
Special to the Pacirrc Cilium 

General Shinseki 
Nominated for U.S. 
Army Chief of Staff 
By P=ific Citizen Staff 
and Associated Press 

Four-star general Eric K Shin-
seki was recently nominated by 
President Clinton to be the Unit-
ed States Army chief of staff, the 
highest position a Japanese 
American has held in the Army's 
history. 

A decorated 33-year Army vet-
eran and current vice chief of 
staff since No-
vember, Shinse-
ki was consid: 
ered a front-run-
ner for the top 1191_,:l_ 
position by mili-
tary insiders 
who said that he 
is well-respected ..,.,..._.., 
and highly qualified. It now falls 
to the Senate to ratify the deci-
sion. 

The appointment comes at a 
time when Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans are assuming higher posi-
tions of power in government 
than ever before. 

Bob Sakaniwa, JACIJs Wash-
ington, D.C., representative, ex-
pressed his earnest support of 
this appointment. "It's great for 
Japanese Americans and Asian 
Americans in general to see Gen. 
Shinseki being nominated for the 
chief of staff because he becomes 
one more role model for Asian 
Americans to strive, to aim · for 
the position he's reached. 

"I mean, this is one of the most 
American of American positions, 
one that Gen. McCarthur and 

See SHINSEKJ/psge 10 

New MiDenium Focus DI PSW/NCWNP/CCDC Tri-District 'Loud and Proud': MAV/NGives 
Voice to the Mixed Race Experience BY MARTHA NAKAGAWA 

Assistant EcUtor 
N orthern California/Western 
Nevada/Pacific District Council, 
Central California District Coun-
cil, and the host of the event, the 
"Pacific Southwest District Council. 

with the university's Tuma no Kai 
Japanese cultural club and Jo-
daiko taiko group; Ken Kamei, a 
Sansei who works at Asian Amer-
icans for Community Involve--

- San 

BYTRACYUBA 
Writen'lleporter 

Call Matthew Kelley "young" 
'•!i!\.el,ylola~ and sigh at 

That may l;>e an intimidating 
prospect to some, but to a growing 
number of others the infant mag 
is more than just anoUler pretty 
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Community Mourns the Passing of Michi Weglyn 
(Continued from page 1) 

larger academic and intellectual 
circles, she could have engaged in 
breast-heating. And I would have 
loathed h er . But she never 
sought center stage, courteously 
bul firmly declining many invita-
tions to address select groups. Her 
real pleasure wa• in working be-
hind the scenes, so to speak, en-
gaging in research. 

She was generous in sharing in-
formation . Some writers and acad-
emics prefer to hoard their maler-
io1; but she was never that way. 
One of her silent legacies will be 
Lhe generous support and encour-
agement she gave to younger writ-
ers and historians. Her valuable 
time was spent in making sugges-
tions and corrections, writing let-
ters of recommendations and ex-
amining propo,sals. She paid a 
heavy price for this generosity, 
jeopardizing her delicate health 
and sacrifi.cing her own work, pos-
s ibly two more great books. Why 
did she permit thjs invasion? Her 
sense of history was strong, and 
she thought il vilal our written 
record continue. After all orations 
are said and long forgotten, the 
written word remains, confinning 
"'we were." 

Some h ave wondered why a 
woman who could have enjoyed a 
life of leisure and luxury would 
torment herseJr by becoming in-
volved in seeking redress for vic-
tims of incarceration. Her seminal 
work. "'Years of Infamy," was a vi-
Lal contribution in our collective 
case agaffist our government. She 
proceeded to participate in seek-
ing redress for families of railroad 
workers and Latin American 
hostages. Th our djsgraco, I think 
her )York went largely unacknowl-
edged by ordinary people. It would 
have been nice if a few more indi-
viduals could have written a short 
note or thanks. The small ges-
tures, not the plaques and awards, 
meant much to her. Her sense of 
value n0ver wavered. We cannot 
say the same of ourselves. -The work closest to her heart 
went unfinished. She envisioned a 
reconciliation between the re-
sjsters of conscious during World 
War II and the national JACL. 
Again, it was her aense of history 
that cried for correction. 

Ht!r case against the govern-
ment was based on moral integri-
ty. It was the same in her embrace 
of the resisters issue. Even as she 
was dying, her body decaying, her 
~ ' e . . . 

dress was impossible, she believed 
il obtainable. She was right. Michl 
truly believed that one day the re-
sisters would be an honored part 
or our history. 

I think a most appropriate trib-
ute to the memory of a woman 
who gave so much to the entire 
JAcommunity, asking nothing of 
herself, would be Lhe resolution of 
this issue. This was her unfin-
ished work. Now, who will do it? 
We need a k:nigh l in shining ar-
mor before darkness takes us all. 

There has been s peculation 
about the length and nature of 
Mi chi's illness. It began in the 
summer of 1998 when she com-
plained of a swelling in her stom-
ach. After her father 's death from 
stomach cancer many yeani ago, 
she obtained his medical records, 
intuitively thinking the same dis-

friendship. We agreed to limit our 
contact, saying everything tha t 
needed to be said had already 
been said. Previously, we talked 
once a week, sometimes twice or 
three times. Using the phone was 
so convenient, we had rarely.writ-
ten letters to each other for about 
20 years. Besides, I wrote · 1ousy 
letters. For Lhe past four months, l 
wro(Q Michi a l least once a week. I 
would not attempt it for anyone 
else. 

When she originally resisted 
traditional medical intervention , I 
respected her wishes. We used to 
josh about how we were going to 
die. She even prepared an elabo-
rate scenario of being clothed in· 
her favorite teal robe, reclining on 
the sofa, closing her eyea and en-
tering eternal s Jeep to the aooom-
partlment of classical music. Then 
in a phone conversation, she said, 

IVlcN was t11r bright, slD1g 811r. Now that 
she has taHen, wiH there ever be another? 

ease would eventually claim her. 
Michl and her late husband, Wal-
IA!r, were advocates or alternative 
medicine. When the doctors at 
Sloan Kettering suggested she 
have exploratory Sll!l:ery, she de-
clined. One of her fears was the ex-
cessive use of anesthetic. She was 
convinced a previous anesthetic 
overdose had impaired her memo-
ry pei:manently. , 

Rejecting traditional medicine, 
Michi opted for psychic surgery in 
the Philippines. Although I had 
grave reservations about the pro-
cedure, I made no attempt to delA!r 
her. She was the mosl obstinate 
person I ever knew. Her tenacity 
served her well in intellectual pur-
suits, but o~ worked against 
her in practical matters. On her 
return, she was euphoric, believ-
ing she had obtained tbe perfect 
medical solution, what I called, •a 
quick fix_" 

Grateful for this reprieve, she 
plunged into several projects d&-
manding attention. Her work was 
never done. "I have so much to do," 
she said. However, her euphoria 
was short-lived. In early Decem-
ber, she complained about \JDCOn-
trollable diarrhea Nutrition es-
caped from her body as though 
through a sieve. Exhausted and 
un.comfortable because of her 

"Death isn't had. It's getting there 
that's hell." 

I knew it was time to call Art be-
cause her discomfort was becom-
ing overwhelming. Art Sasahara 
is a special friend, also from Gila. 
He is a distinguished professor of 
medicine emeritus of Harvard 
Medical School and a world ac-
claimed cardfologist and re-
searcher. I explained Micbi's situa-
tion, and Art quickly offered to call 
her. Through his professional per-
suasion and personal charm, he 
was able to eventually oonvince 
Michi that she could not delay tra-
ditional medical assistance if she 
wanted relief. Art wanted her to 
J>e comfortable as she died. 

In the few remaining months, 
Art was an invaluable source of 
support and information. He was 
the intermediary between Michl 
and her doctors. His impressive 
credentials facilitated access to 
health professionals who unani-
mously respected and admired 
him. Micbi looked forward to Art's 
weekly phone calls. Memories of a 
youthful infatuation, I am sure, 
contributed to the genuine and 
girliah joy she exp"'8Sed on hear-
ing his voice. And he conscien-
tiously kept her advised of his 
traveling schedule because he is in 
great demand as a l~r here 

Micbi, with her usual solicita-
tion for me, sent photographs or 
thal reunion. It was typical of her 
to make this gesture of inclusion. 
For a woman so proud of her beau-
ty, it was a generous concession, 
allowing me to see the encroach-
ment of death on her face. 

For more than two months, 
Michl required private nurses 

.around the cloc!L She wanted to 
die al home. Her financial re-
sources permitted the fulfillm ent 
of thal wish. But there are some 
things beyond monetary pur-
chase. They are priceless. Michi's 
daily support was a gift. from her 
friend, Kimie Ito. Al the forfeiture 
or her private life, Kimie was a 
constant companion, who ran the 
necessary errands, prepared foods 
Michi craved and was also the 
telephone contact for many of us. I 
was embarrassed to make thrice 
weekly calls so late at night, but 
Kimie always brushed as ide any 
apologies, sensitive to my con-
cerns. Michj repeatedly said, 
"Kimie is a saint. She brightens 
my room with her radiant smile." 

I know observing Michi die was 
mosl difficult for Kiinie, given her 
sweet. and sensitive spirit. For me, 
even acknowledging from a dis-
tance that my friend was slipping 
away was fraught with anxiety 
and pain. So I can imagine, but 
can never appreciate precisely, the 
pervasive sadness and feeling of 
futility thal Kimie experienced 
watching Michi die, day after day. 
Cancer is a cruel and invasive dis-
ease. For Michi, it was also loath-
some and humiliating. But she en-
dured it with courage and dignity. 
She died al home as she wIBhed. 
Kimie said, "She looked like a 
sleeping beauty.• 

The last time I talked with 
Michi was April 15, less than two 
weeks before her death. She called 
me twice that da.y. She spoke slow-
ly but her voice was strong and . 
she tried to intimidate me, just 
like old times. Except the old 
times, the good times were going, 
gain~, gone. 

I prefer to defer revealing the 
nature of our last, Jong conversa-
tion. However, I mention it be-
cause I realize Michi would want 
her friends and acquaintances to 
know she was perfectly lucid to 
the en<L She never lost her intelli-
gence or her quirky sense of hu-
mor. 

In the last few weeks, it was dif-
ficult for Michi to read, so either a 
nurse or Kimie read all the won-
derful letters and cards to her. 

t. a llUlile to her face 
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her work went largely unacknowl- e PP'"<:'· ou ha suasion and personal charm, he 
edged by ortlinary people. It would grave reservations about the pro- was able to eventually convince 
have been nice if a few more indi- cedure, I made no attempt to deter Michi that she could not delay tra-
viduals could have written a short her. She was the most obstinate ditional medical assistance if she 
note of thanks. The small ges- person I ever knew. Her tenacity wanted relief. Art wanted her to 

served her well in intellectual pur- .be comfortable as she died. 
tures, not tho plaques and awards, suits, but often worked against ln the few remaining months, 
meant much to her. Her sense of her in practical matt.era. On her Art was an invaluable source of 
value never wavered. We cannot return, she was euphoric, believ· support and information. He was 
say the same of.'!~rselves. ing she bad obtained the perfect the intermediary between Michi 

The work closest to her heart 
went unfinished. She envisioned a 
reconciliation between the re-
sisters of conscious during World 
War II and the na tional JACL. 
Again, it was her sense of rustory 
that cried for correction. 

Her case against the govern-
ment was based on moral integri-
ty. It was the same in her embrace 
of the resisters issue. Even as she 
was dying, her body decaying, her 
fertile mind was working, seeking 
a solution so the issue could be re-
solved in this millennium. 

Michi thought we wasted too 
much time, even on matten; as re-
cent as railroad redress, by being 
anecdotal. Her inteU.ect instructed 
a separation of emotions from fact. 
When everyone else thought re-

medical solution, what I called, "a and her doctors. His impressive 
quick fix.• credentials facilitated access to 

Grateful for this reprieve, she health professionals who unani-
plunged into several projects de- mously respected and admired 
manding attention. Her work was him. Michi looked forward to Art's 
never done. "'I have so much to do," weekly phone calls. Memories of a 
she said. However, her euphoria youthful infatuation, ] am sure 
was short-lived. In early Decern- contributed to the genuine and 
her, she complained about uncon- girlish joy she expressed on hear-
trollable djarrhea. Nutrition es- ing his voice. And he conscien-
caped from her body as though tiously kept her advised of his 
through a sieve. Exhausted and traveling schedule because he is in 
uncomfortable because of her great demand as a lecturer here 
swelling stomach, she was house- and abroad. Jn a surprising ges-
bound. By Christmas, her det.eri<>- ture, Michi invited Art to visit her. 
ration accelerated. She ordinarily discouraged visi-

'Tm dying," she said. tors although she courteously re-
") know," I responded. ceived some who B:ppeared unin-
Maybe others would have found vited. On March 28, it gave me in-

comforting words of hope, even if ortlinate pleasure to know my two 
false or imagined. But that was most brilliant friends enjoyed one 
never the nature of our unique last brief encounter. 

1-0t?.st t.~_tt. 'l->'aot?.l 
12012 Ohio Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90025 
Phone: (310) 820-5250, Fax: (310) 826-9220 

1999 GROUP TOURS 
11 . China Yangtze River Cruise & Japan 5127-6113 Kumpai Sakaniwa 2,995 

6126-7112 Toy Kanegai 2 ,895 13. Popular Europe 
15. Pacific Northwest & San Juan Island 6112-6119 Michi Ishii 1,749 
16. Japan Summer Tour & Hiroshima Extension 612.Hl/30 Ray Ishii 2,520 
17. Alaska Discovery/land & Cruise 6129-715 Yuki Sato 3,302 
18. Hawaii Islands Cruise 6112-6119 Bill Sakurai from2,293 
19. Nebula & Tanabata Festivals & Onsen aJ3-8/13 Tracy Taguchi 
20. Summer Festivals, Bon Dance & Onsen 818-8/18 Tracy Taguchi 
22. Kazeno Bon Festival & Kusatsu Onsen 8126-916 Tracy Taguchi 
23. China Special & Hong Kong Tour 9129-10/12 IBA 2 ,495 
24. Canadian Rockies/Cruise 9/17-9126 IBA 2,099 
26. Eastern Canada/Nova Scotia Fall Foliage 9/15-9129 Bill Sakurai 2,029 
27. Japan Hokkaido Tour 9124-100 Galen Murakawa 3,395 
28. Great Trains of Europe 9123-10/5 Toy Kanegai 3,512 
29. Japan Alps/Ura-Nihon 9113-9125 Ray lshn 3 ,330 
30. J~ Furusato M;f:ri (Wll»o Llol) 10/11-10/21 Ro~Takeda 3,095 
31 .- 1i yama Festival Gero Onsen 10/7-10/18 Yu · Sato 
32. Japan Fall Foliage & Hiroshima Extension 10/25-1115 Ray Ishii 3,100 
33. AutumnFestivals&Onsen 10/14-10/25 Tracy Taguchi 
34. Chichibu Yomatsuri & Onsen 11125-12/6 Toy Kanegai 
35. Ozarks/Branson Christmas Tour 1211-1216 George Kanegai 

P1ease Call tor booking of any unescorted Individual toursor for a detailed itinerary. 
Travel meetings are held on third Sunday of each month beginning at 1:00 p.m. at Felicia Mahood Center 

~ 
11338 Santa Monica Blvd. In West Los Angeles. ./, 
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sleeping beauty." 
The last time I talked with 

Michi was April 15, less than two 
weeks before her death. She called 
me twice that day. She spoke slow-
ly but her voice was strong and 
she tried to intimidate mo, just 
like old limes. Except the old 
times, the good times were going, 
going, gone. 

I prefer to defer revealing the 
nature of our last, long conversa· 
tion. However, I mention it be-
cause l realize Michi would want 
her friends and acquaintances to 
know she was perfectly lucid to 
the end. She never Jost her in telli-
gence or her quirky sense of hu-
mor. 

Jn the last few weeks, il was dif-
ficult for Michi to read, so either a 
nurse or Kimie read all the won-
derful letters and cards to her. 
They brought a smile to her face 
and liJ\.ed her spiril She appreci-
ated the flowers and fruits and 
gifts of food. And also the tele-
phone messages conveyed through 
Kimie. 

As one of her oldest friends, I 
consider it a privilege to write on 
her behalf and thank all of you for 
your kindness and good wishes 
that she reocived with much ap-
preciation. I know, too, that she 
wanted me to pay public tribute to 
Ms. Kimie Ito of New York City 
and Dr. Arthur A Sasahara of 
Newton, Mass. Wrapping her rich-
ly in robes of friendsrup, they 
walked beside her to the end of her 
mortal journey and then let go. 
Michi was our bright, slrining star. 
Now that she has fallen, will there 
ever be another? • 

1999 ESCORTED TANAKA TOURS 
TAUCK YELLOWSTONE/MT TETON NTL PARK (IOd;oys) •••••.•••••••••••••....••••• MAY :JO 
CANAOIAN ROCKIESNICTORIATOUA (Banll. LW i.ou.e, am,.) ................ JUNE 16 
TAUCK CAPE COO & THE ISLANDS 18 "'") ....••••......••. .......•..••...•............... JULY 24 
PRINCESS SCANDINAVIA/RUSSIA CRUISE , .... 0y 211 • ., ,...., .. ~. 15 .. ,.)JULY 27 
CRYSTAL CRUISE PANAMA CANAL i-wty """"""' ""· 11 "'") .............. SEP 16 
BEST OF HOKKAIDO & TOHOKU .........•••.••••••.......•.•.•.••••...................... ........ SEP 27 
EAST COAST & FALL FOLIAGE (""'") ..... .........•.......•.••........ •..............••..••... OCT 3 
JAPAN AUTUMN ADVENTURE .....•......•.••.........•......•.•..•................... .•....... .. .. OCT 11 
AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND EXPLORER 117 dlY') ...........................•..•.•..... OCT ZT 
DISCOVER KYUSHU .•••.••. ..••...•......•..•••.............•....••......... .••..•.•.•..••••.•....... .... NOV 1 

- CALL OR WRITE TODAY FOR OUR FREE BROCHURES -

Tanaka Travel Service is a lull service agency and can 
assist yoo n Issuing lnclvidual air tickets, cruise book-
ings, & other travel plans at no additional charge. 

TANAKA TRAVEL SERVICE 
441 O'F~U St., S.an Frands.c.o, CA 94102 

{415) 414-3900 or (800) 826-2521 
CST 11005545-40 
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