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\'lard A, Street 2, Unit 7 
Herced Assembly Center 
Llerced, California 
August 9, 19h2 

This is a lone J elayod lctt.(;r to let you knov; of our experiences sirn;e 
le.:lvln~ Petaluma. ~1fe moved from Petaluma on 1 .. '..::i.!.·ch 27th and 2Uth to rrcr wife 1 s folk 1 s 

.ranch at Livingston, ::orced County, which vras a lesser restriGt cd zone at the time. 
'l'his mis several days befor e the dead line date to move from one zone to another 
t.o consolidate families and though I wanted to stay on the job with Electrolux 
unl:.il Petaluma was evacuated, I r eluctantly y i elded to family pressure and moved. 
During April a.n<.l t he f i r•st m~d: in Uay I obtained special travelin~~ permits and 
vrent to Petaluma thr oe times. On those t rips I a t.tenderl to rrcr personal affairs, 
sold a feyr El ectrolus.es und r·omlered as much service as possibat~ to my cw3torners. 

On !~!ay l oth we moved into this camp '.:hich is located at the south-west edee 
of Vierced on the fo.ir 1:,rounds. I ho.ven •t been ablo ·t;o find out the acreaeo here 
bub vre ai•e very crovrdec;. . 1'fith the exr.: eption of a few fair buildin~s ·which a r e used 
for administration purposes and the 'l'Tarehouscs and animal exhibition sheds which 
are used as warehouses, Lhe rest of the camp is of recent eonstrution. l'he build-
inp·s we live in are just lil~o chicken houses . The ent.ire camp was put up in a 
gr~at hurry and the contractors apparently employed any one who could use a hammer 
and waw. Consequently the buildings are crudely built and prro workmanship is elar-
inaly appacel1't;. ·rhe build1nes are 20 ' x 100 ' which are divided into 5 uneven size 
roo:ns for 5 varyine size f amilies. Five of us, inclu<f.t~n~ our family and one of 
my wife 's siste rs, occupy a 16 ' x 20 ' roorn . The floors~"arc in most of the b uildings 
of concrete , other s havo plain vmod floors made of squar e edge green mill run lfunber. 
Both t ypes of floors are laid right on t he ei·ound. In many rooms, morning elory 
nnd other hardy weeds have grovm up betymen the cracks in the floor and also around 
the walls. Y/e a re also bothered vr.i.th crickets, er a ss hoppers and many other varieties 
of bugs, insectn and mice a n<l rn:t;s get ting into our rooms. 'rhose people with vrood 
floors have a very unsanitary condition because ·t,he boards have dried out l eaving 
s paces for dirt and deb1·is to co11oct . Fortmiahe ly 11re have a eoncrete floor and 
though it is ha r d on the floor· br'Ush we f ind it e a sy ·t,o cle.m with our Electrolux. 
I'he walls a r e IB ' high of a sin~~le thickncs3 of 1 11 boards unfinished inside and cov-
ered with a solid layer of' black building paper on the outside. The roof is 
covered wit h black composition roll roofing and inside the ceiling has been l eft 
out . Each room has from 3 to 5 sinGle windows about 31 squn.re which slide to one 
side to open, a light globe in the center of the room and a n electric outlet 
on one wall. The pari tions between t he r·ooms are of a single thickness of } 11 ply-
>'rood und do not exte nd all the way up t o t ho roof so we do not have much quiet priv-
acy. In the prevailine hot weather our rooms are just like ove ns. There is no 
escape because there isn't any artificial or natural shade excep t for a few scat-
tered trees in inconvenient places . 

Wherever possible , l.J. b uilclincs hwe b een built on one street. 24 buildings 
comprise a \'lard of which there arc 11:> d.esi£;nated alphabetically . In each ward 
there is a mess hall of thG same dimension a nd eonstruction as our l iving quar t;ers 
•vi th a capacity of 160 people. Each mess hall se rves 3 shipts of each meal. We 
eat in the first; shift at 6 :JO A. A., 11:30 A. M. and S :OO P. M. Br eakfast comes too 
early for Gary, who i s h yearn old nO\'i' and Nancy, who is nearly 2, -so vre bring t!1eir 
breakf ast home to them. Each vrard has a laundc;y building with 12 laundry trays 
for hand washins of clothes and separa t e shower and lavatory buildings of in._qdequate 
capaci·t;y. 'l'he spaces be t.Ymen most of the buildin~s are 25 ' • The main roads are 
100 1 wide and ~ravele<l . 'l'he soil is adobe a nd a s cows and ot;hcr livestock had been 
run on it t o keep down the '. ~1~0.ss , the surface is very i r r e gula r a nd hard to ·walM on. 
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'rhe population of this camp is sliGhtly over L600 people. 

For the use of the entire camp , an : locatod in a central position, the:re a r e 
3 hospital buildin3s 20 1 x L ;() 1 • 'l'ho outer cons true ti on is the same as other 
b uildings but the :lnhside is i.':tnishccl completely r:ith plywood and the filioor is 
doubled and r · iseri oi'i' of t he '.;rounJ . '·!c also have a h man b~trbor shop using home 
macte · :ood s L;ools ins tcD.c1 of the rc [~lo.r b: 1.r bc r chairs , a canteen store sellinc 
ref:cc~s l na0nts , ·L o:U1.~C. c:~ ·cti.clc0 , clru :s, st.atj_onory, fruit , tobac:co, etc., a .fire 
department Y.ri.th 2 motorized unit ~3 , a ~)o1i ::c de ~Jartracmt, , a min:Lature library and 3 
20 r x 100 • ·cccrc~a:_;:i.on l.1<tilc1in:_;s. Ancl to top it all off Ym lw.vo a barbed vrlre 
flimce around t.lle onti:ce C<Y<p w:i.tll M.t:;l1 e:uarcl ta,·.rers , manned by arned soldiers, 
pl.a<;ed at eorm:n•s <.md i11tersc ct.:i.ons of t llc .f.'en·:;c . !rt t he sinc;le cn t;rancc to the 
camp tho1~e is a doubl e scntiy g-Lturd syr.rt.om. 

"Jo havo good alihlet.:i. c fac:l.li i:.ieo llcre a s ·1·.10 have the use ol' the fa:Lr Braund 
'_:;r .:m<l stand, blc.:~chc.:."s, b .:-:.ll f ield and t he true~ • We h.J.ve an ..-.mple supplµ of 
private ly om10d and ~ove::'.'rLYJlCmt is:.me,· at.hlotic equi pment of all kinds . The Girl 
Scouts and the Doy ScoHt s are f·.m~; t ionin,::; stron1._;l y . As I have b c0n associatc(l 1dtll 
the Boy Scouts in i'et.alu:1u since 1929, I am doing m,y little bit to hel p out vr.i'th 
t he Scouts horc . 

During the past f g-:: months -;;3 ruve passed t hrough many ha1 'Ci da.ys. Vie have 
been sick too often and too long , due to the crowded inadequate housing, bad 
food-low gr ade--lit,tl e variety--too much of it canned. and spoiled , pitifully in-
adequate medical faciliGies (only 3 doctors and a ver;/ limited suppl ;>r of drugs 
and eql.lip1JK3ni~), ancl t;he :. :c.:il;her . ".'fo rece ived a good taste of what vras in store for 
us the first rtl~ht. we w~re here. In the middle of the night the sl~y opened up and 
we had a near cloud burst and thoui;h the buildings vrere nevr, they l eaked like sieves 
arom1d:'.J the doorsv· w:i.ndows, and worst, of all the roof. In our little room we had 
about 1 :roof lieaks. Deds, clothes, po:csonal effects, all eot wet. 'rhe rain 
lasted on ando:l'f for nearly 2 rl.ay s . l! G t ho wea ther h.:1.d sliarte6 to warm up and 
bcea .ts c ii:. vras ::,:..J.y t.he 1oC.h, ·.rn l1°i.<1n 1 t brin;: winter clothes or r ubber shoes, so Yrc 
hac.l a very difficult time of it c;ott:i.n;.:; a £·ound the camp through tlle st:Lcky wet 
adobe. licci.rly all of us causht cold ~; . Adults as well as children stayed in bod 
durin0 t he day ,iust. to keep war.: . 'I'hc ·c has be en a nu111bcr of' unnecessary deathcs 
in caJr[p due to the previo11sly mentioned reasons. On July 13th , I 1·1ent ober t he 
head of the cmnp doctor nho J·ept, on in:>is t ine that. t.~~e C:ltTant colds our children 
had ·:r< .. s only a repe'i;itlon of the col<ls t hat so many people had c ontrac t ed fvom 
Gime to time since cominr.r, into camp aml r eminded the car;1p manager that, there mie;h t 
be more unnecesoury deaths in ca . . p if eondi·tions i:rere not i :proved or better 
med.ica.l attention prov1ded . 'I'he ca~ i~.P mana~er ma.de i rmnediate arrangerr:ents to ha.be 
our children examined at tho .. [ere eel County Hospital. Gary was able to come home 
the s ame day wl th nevr mod:Lcines, but Nancy was earecl for in the C:punty Hospital 
for 6 clays. t.tr only regr et in te:Llin::; "1ou of our oxperiences and• describing the 
phy·s i cally· uspects of this camp is that I am not nble to send you snap nhots as 
vre are not allO\'TEKJ. to h.J.ve came1·;:.w. 01' course we don 1 t need snap shots to remember 
what we h..q,ve gone t.hroue;h .:md what W(~ v.r~: ~oine through, but I would like to 
.furnfoh visual proof for all nw st,atrnncmts as I have J.one in my Electrolux demon-
strations. 

The .:v:minist:r:ation o..nd control of the c<uHp is a ixtur0 of the Arirw and tlle 
~I . P. A. w~ich i s more confusin:.; than a s i mele authority. '£here is too much paper 
wori-: , red tape and delay in all clepart rncnts. Good old fashioned, hard hitting 
private b usiness met.hods co:1l d >'iOck wonder s here but there isn 1t e.ny thinr~ ... fe can 
do about it beyond. executine; the va r:Lous a ss:te;nmcnts in our worl : as e f.::' i cientJ.y and 
rapi dly as possib le. 

Nearly i:;oo people are vrorldn~ here all under t he ~'f.P. A. The wa.ee s cale 
per month , wo.rldn~~ Ji4 hours a week , is as follows ; 

.,;.16.00 a month for the professiona l classifica tion whieh includes doc·i;ors, 
dentists, rceister ed nursgliyipllinn::i¢~~~a,ijs, c~Bief a e counta.nts, head book l'oepe L'S , 
chief draftmen, ._;rade A fore:;JG , s t1pervisori> 0 of, education, recreation, e-t;c ., and. 
all other de;Jur"trnont oncl cU.Fi " · / /-/ , , . ,i, / . 

I 
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:12.00 a month for the Skilled classification which includes carpenters, 
pl umbers, electricians , somo nurses , steno~:rapners , gr ade B foremen, senior clerks, 
cooks , most !:.ruck dri ve :cs , etc • 

.. ~8.00 a month for tho Unskillod r:lassificntion which incl udes junior ·~lorks , 
jani~or~1, '}'.1.r11rq.~c mnn, 1 ;:n·dnnc~r::; , l;y:;L1t.:.;, firarnr~. ·: , pol :lcemen, mess(m :ers, waiters , 
nursn. 1s aides, common laborer:; , etc. 

In addition t o t,hLi ncale of ':misr-~ s for y;orkers, everyone , uorkers and non-
workers receivns f reo coupon books to use) a'& the canteen store o.nd barber shop. 
I'11ey arc i::isuq;od ~~ac'.t month as foJ.J.o.rn : 

'.:·h. 00 book of coupon~~ toeach mar !'icrJ coup lo. 
"2 . 50 11 " 11 11 11 individual 10 years or over • 

. :)1.00 u 11 11 11 11 11 under 16 years. 
In addit;ion .~~2 .SO books may be purchased . \'fe arG also t;ivcn a fr·ee cloth-

in'.; alloVTance each month as f ollorrs : 
::;4 . 61 for adul t v1omen. ~2 .85 for ~irls 6 to 18 years . 
~J.82 for adult mon. '.;~2 .1) n boys 11 11 11 11 • 

'~2 . 60 u childr en 1 to 5 years . g2 .25 for infabsst:.oo 1 year . 
A cont ract has been nw.de wilih Sears , l{oebuck & Co. for a ver-:1 limited sel ec-

tionfof clothinr~ . 

I started work as a car poni;or (:1)1;2 .oo a month) ex;)ectinL~ to do finish work on 
all t he w ··.vly construc·ted buildings, but I soon l earned thent they were c onsider ed 
finishe ri as the contractors left them. 1'he work was too heavy and hard for me 
<:.S it consisted of rough wor k making saw horses , work benches, t ables, etc. Because 
of rzy weakened pl1ys:Lca l condition due to ou:b environment. I didrl 1 t last 2 weeks as 
a carpenter. After quitting as a carpente r I decided to get a job where more 
brains would be used t.han muscles . After s ubm:Ltting a history of myself to sev-
eral div:l.sions, I was ta\· en on as a gr o.de D foreman ( ,:;12.00 a month) in !;he war e-
houses handlinz everth·i ng except food. Our month runs from the 4th to the )ith. 
On July lith (11\Y 34th birthday) I was raised to a Gr ade A foreman ( }1 6 . 00 a month) . 
r.ty principal duties a:ce to see tha t every·t;hing is properl y received, :Jtored and 
issued . The work is very interesting and i nstructive and I enjoy 1\;y work very much. 
There are o of us, includin[~ a e;irl steno~rap ,er, in our department. \Ve are usin{S 
five 20 ' x 100 1 vrarehpises. 'l'rn re is a se. larn. te transportation department and they 
do a ll the deliver ing for us . 

Tentative plans are tha t, we w:i.11 be moved to a p ermanent location or camp now 
beine; const,ructed at, Gr anada, Colorado . According ~o these plans , the Mer 8ed camp 
and about 2000 people from another temporary camp vrill be moveLl to Granada. 1'he 
War Helocation Authority, the ngonC'J in charge of these permanent camps, recently 
released an announcement sta\;in t·< that loyal American uorn Japanese who can obtain 
bona f i de employment outside of the coastal statHs woul d be rel eased together 

1.'rith their families . I have al':;ays been an opLintls l; and I have been lucky too. 
So far. the vrorst thing'J that h::ve happened t o me i·iave been t L1rned into something 
more favorab~e than the situat;ion I en joyed v.rhon t.he apparent disaster struck. So 
in this instance too, I feel th.'.:!.t somehmv, somcnhere , I will find suitable em-
ployment . I:Jothin~ woul d make me happi er than to help in the American ,,,Tar effort 
in the most positive nnclall out nunnc1· p ossi bl e . It. i s r.iard to be forced i ni:,o 
comparat ive i dl emc s s Yrhen our efforts could be aDplied t.o more beneficial uses. 

1ty wife and I hope you and Idrs. f3trong and your associ ates are wel l and fine 
and that business i s as :.:;oo<l as possible under vrar condit ions. We mis s our assoc-
iation with all oi.' y ou m1d the business of representing Electrolux in Petaluma more 
than words can expeess. We are looking forward vrit,h eager antici pation to happier 
days when we can a ga in enjoy t hose .very happy personal associations with you. We 
cher ich the friendship andunderstanding that has existed betwann us and we hope 
that thes e pleasant r el ations will lon~ con t inue . ·:!e thank you very much f or you 
many past favors and f or continuine; t he payment of insta llment c ommissions. £'1ec-
·trolux has alvrays b een a :; good as vre macle it and during these trying days Electrolux 
is still good to us, for ~vhich vrn ar-e most a pprociat.ive . 

With kindest regards and best. vris iLe s to nll, I remain 

Sin:: :r e l y yours , f .- / --"7 '' 
c;/ £/CL ':2- I ~~~~~~~---<~·. d - - ~---"~"-__ __. __ .._ _____ __. ____ -..; 
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