: UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Wer Relocation Authority
Tule Lake Center
Newall, California

June 2, 1944
T03 Mr, Willard B, Schmidt
Chief of Prolice
FROMS Harry Le Black
Assistent Project Director
SUBJTECT: Disorders in Block #5654

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide some of the back-
ground considerations pertinent to the disorders in Block #54
which have involved the detention in the stockade of 12 evacuees
of the block or neighboring blocks.

It has been ted out in some of the statements of evacuees
now on file the dockets of the Police Department that the
friction between factions and individuals in Block $64 goes back
to the issue of "status quo“j; and that some of the arguments which
h:n m:aknn place between residents have been over the issue of
gate Cuie

However, the single prominent issue in the bloek, according %o
statements of adherents of both factions, concerns the operation

of the Ja Schools; and the relation that is
agpannt g:mua the #54 frioetion and "status quo™ issue
of last November and December is found in the faet that there is
the same division emong residents on the question, namely, that

the violently active proponents of the Jepanese m Schools
{and ineiden the opponents of the Center 8 ) is the same
group which vilently supported the "status quo" issue in the former
center-wide friction (and ineidentally were the opponents of the
Administration program in fomenting a disruptive work stoppage.)
There is evidence t the ponnoulziaoun group in the latter
case pursue the same violent terroristic tactics to impose their
will upon their neighbors who ask nothing more then to be permitted
to live peacefully and without interference.

Specifically the evidence shows that the members of the disorderly
m:{hf::n made use of the following tactics to impose their will
on :
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1. Presented to the administration a petition making the re-
quest (in terms paramount to a demand) that other residents
of the block be removed to other gu rs outaide the bloek
within 48 hours,

2. Warned other residents to move outside the block within
48 hours under threat of bodily harm.

3« Coerced oéhar residents to sign petitions against their

4s TFive leaders detained a resident in the room of the
:i.ggk and threatened to hold him prisoner un he agreed
m.

Bs Coerced residents against their will to withdrew their
children from Center School and have them attend Japanese
Lenguage School full time.

6 Coerced residents against their will to recuire children
ag&i youths to participate in early morning physical ex-
a 888 e

7. TForced residents in their disfavor to est in a separate
section of the mess hall.

8. Subjected residents to gross insults and embarressments,
jeppardizing their mental health.

9. Uttered threats of death and bodily harm to residents and
their relatives and friends,

10, Esteblished and carried on Japanese Lwﬁ:&' school ¢lasses
in confliet with the classes of the Cen School, after they
assured the administration that they would not do such.

1l. Deliberately changed the s¢hedules of JTapanese ;
- school ola;s’m %0 meke it impossible for ahi.l&mm‘mtm
both the Center School and the Japanese language schools

12, Appropriated recreation halls, ironing rooms and other
project facilities for the use of Japanese langusge school
classes without proper authorization.

13s Intimidated workmen of the eonstruction orews who were
sent to install partitions in some recreation halls so
that these reereation halls might be used for the housing
o incoming segregees,

14, Interfered with the work of the Community Activities Sec-
tion by the nogm of dances, athletie contests and
{aﬂlw and terference with participation in athe

etics and motion pioture shows,
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T™wo items of information have come to Mr. Harkness and Mre
Gunderson from various evacuee sources which indicate the possible
plans of the trouble-making langucge school leaderships

ls Persons who wish to keep their identity anonymous have
reported that it is the intention of the leaders of
lansua? school activity to exercise pressure throughout
the oo on parents to withdraw thelir children from en-
rollment the Center School to the point where it would be
unecomonical to make use of the present school plant for the
small number of pupils in attendance,s Then the heads of the
Japanese language school would point out that only a few
pupils attended the Center School while thousands were
at the language schools and demand thet the Center
contc{. School plant be turned over to the Japenese language
8¢Lo0lE.e ,

2¢ It has likewise been reported from several anonymous sources
that the tfrcunt pattern of friction, coercion, threats and
intimidations in Block §64 is merely a test case; and if the
Btroub;n“ making leaders o{n J.:::imy school am ties in

logk are successful r campeign same program

will be carried out in other blocks, and the more or less
passive residents out the Center will be recuired to
conform to the nati stie langusge school programe

Wo ocome to the followling eonclusions:

l¢ Thet the friction is instigeted by a minority strong-amm
groupe

2¢ That the present language school issue 18 a tool of the dis-
ruptive forces in the same menney as the "status quo” was
the tool in November, December and January situation.

3« That the activities and attitudes of minority strongearm
leaders is dispruptive of phases of project operation for
which WRA is responsible.

4¢ That the Project Dirvector is justified in teking disciplinary
action thr the medium of stockade, the Facte
Committee und the Police Department in the same fashion as
with others whose actions and attitudes have disrupted other
phases of project operation.

B¢ That the moipnnag action set forth under Item 4 above
is in conformity with the policy statement,

Harry L. Black
Assistant Project Director
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
TULE LAKE CENTER
NEWELL, GALIFORNIA

SCHOOLS, © The administrative manual and the poliey
37 amorwmmmuonmmm«
tlxat aenur Schools shall be conducted for the benefit of

ehildren of evacuee families, The cost of operating the
cmtgorﬁymla is the responsibility of the War Relocation
Author. .

] LAl B SCHOCLS, The administrative Manual and
e po operation of the Tule Lake scg.:osauon
centor alaa pmi« that Japanese Language 8ehno

operated by the evacuees 1f they so desire. Tie
zation is sgbject to two restiictions:

Ae The oxpmo of uubmhj.m roting and maintaining
tho I-%n be entirely the

nun og mmmg The War Relocation Authore
1ty is ap«i gally prohibited from in any expense
mhoﬂo;i-pm of the government for the operation of such
BG ®

Be Classes of the Japanese Language Schools not be held
. in confliet with gm”s of the Center s.ﬁiu

o2 The administrative
bn of Tule Lake Segro-

gnt.&m conur pwr!.ﬂo ﬂhat athndan« not be compule
gaxy ﬁmr in the Center Schools or l%ﬂi%mu Language

CATION. It is understood that the pecple of the
gted a Board of Education of the Japanese
Lamm Soheou composed of the following representatives:

Ward I Sanaye lkeda (President, Jisabure Pujino

Ward II Tadayouhl Ishida, Ainosuke Nekino

Ward IIX s Maseakl Kewasaki

Ward IV Ialmn ) Myamoto, Iwao Matsumoto

Ward V Junichl Nimura, EKiyoshi Xinoshita

Ward VI Yasushi Shinohara, Isamu Tenisaka, XKalchl Sanc
Ward VII Masazuml Adachi ﬁh Uyenaka

Ward VIII Kekudo Ohashi, gt Wakagans

Exec. See't Shigeru ‘rammto

mlc»
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OGIITION The above Board of Education of the Japanese

zuage sSchools 1s hereby zad by the Project Director
a8 a to assume responsiblility for the direction and
supervi of the Japanese Language Schools, and for the
coordination of the aotivities of the JapanesSe Languafe with
those of the Center Schools,

POLJ = A CTICE agroanment between the Superine
“&mu g Ny Xk g H
apaness and powers o

Boazd Of Bducaticn are hexeby Gefinede

Ae The present Board of Education shall make arrangements for

a now election at the close of the temms of the respective
membors, and shall supervise the election in any distriet
when it may be necessary to fill a vacancye

Be It is understood that the Wear Reloecation Authority will not
be responsible for any obligations incurred by the Board
of Education, nor for the p t of any salaries of its
employeses or of members of Board itself.

Ce The Board of HBducation employ an Executive Seeretary
is it so desires, It s be the privilege of the Board
to establish Japansse Sechoolse The Board there-
fore will be responsible for the aots of its teachers and
the content of its curriculum,

De Attendance in the Japanese Language Schools or in the
Center Schools will not be compulsory, and under no
gircumstances will puz%ll who are enrelled in both schools
be enrclled for more than a three-hour period in any half-
daye Fuplls of the elementary grades may not attend a
Japanese ; School or a Center School in the afterncon
if they have attended it in the morning and visa versa
axcept, that if parents wish to have their children at
the Japanese L= School or the Cenier School for a
full day, they will be allowed te do so by presenting a
written recuest to the Superintendent of Center Schools,
who shall grant the permit.

Es The Board of Hducation assumes the responsibility to file
in the offi¢e of the Superintendent of Center Schools a
list of the Japanese Language Schools, giving thelr loecas-
tion and the names of their teachers and prineipals.

Fe The Board of Education assumes the responsibility to have
in its office at 4608-B the following rmations

1. Number of pupils enroclled in each school,
&e Nomes of pupils.
Je¢ Attendance records of pupils of 18 years of age or unders



Ge Minutes of all meetings of the Board of Rducation shall
be kept on file in its office and open to inspections

He The superintendent of the Center Schools and his staff
shall be a wvailable to oonsult with the Board of Education
on educational problems and other matters of common ine
teresty, Mu helpfulness is intended to be the keynote
of the relationship between the staff of the Center Schools
and the Board of Zduocation and the teaching staffs of the
Japanese Languags Schools.

Re Re Bast
Project Director



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
War Relocation Authority
Newell, California

May 18, 1944

There seems to .be some confusion in the minds of the perents and

students regarding the directive from R. R. Best, Projeet Director, of
March 50, 1944, relative to the permission granted students to attend
either u'm Japanese Language Schools or the American School for a full

daye

Parents were asied to make a request in writing to the Director of
Bducation if they desired this permission. In cases where the parents
have not applied for repatriation or expatriation this permission has
been denieds Some parents and students have misin reted this to
mesn thet wherever pavents have applied for atriation or expatria~
tion, the children must attend the double sesslon of the Japanese
Lanauag- Schools and are not eligible to attend the Ameriean School,
or that if parents have not requested repatriation or expatriation,
the students must attend the imerican Schoole Both of these ideas
are erronecus.

Sourle sestion of Tipanees Lenguags Bincols, 1% It Sapuisery thet
uble sess of Japanese I ols 8 ory

he first be given a permit to attends Those attending without such
permit ave lating the directive of the Projeet Director, and the
prinei of the Jupenese Language Schools who are pcruuﬁlrﬁvaadh
stu to attend without such permit ave likewise dis this
same directive. :

If the request of the parents has been denied because the project
pecords do not show that mmn apguml for repatriation or exe
gat'.ﬂanm. and the parents a letter from the Project or the
panish Consul, sta that they have recuested repetriation or
expatriation, on presentation of this letter to the director of
education, % will be granted for the children to attend a
double session of the Japanese Language Schools,

(Prepared as & public announcement by lire Harkness, Superintendent
of Schools, and submitted for approval. 'It was not approved for
publication by the FProject Directors)



N UNITED STATES :
" DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
War Relocation Authority
© Tule Lake Center
Newell, California

May 21, 1944
MEMORANDUM
TOs Mr. Eenneth M. Harkness
Superintendent of Schools
FROM: Mr. Harry L. Black

Chief, Community Management

This is in reference to your memo of May 18, referring to opera=
tions of the Japanese Language Schools and the Administration
poliecy concerning thems

The Project Director's memorandum of March 30, 1944, was intended
to out a working agreement between the Administration and the
Japanese Language Board of Hducatione It was intended, further-
more, to assist the Japanese Language School Board of Edugation by
the Mamu‘:ﬂs ueosni.nuca of ?f. ?oaxd of the Bomsu t&;:
. 60 represen ve body charge apanese W ¢hoo,
- activity assume a definite mlpmlhxngy and authority to
conduet all Japanese Language school activity on an o zed
basis. It was contemplated that the Board would be wi unt and
able to bring all Japanese Lansun? Schools within its jurisdie-
tion and that the whole program of education in the Japanese
ganggaa;o gggoou would be subjeot to a plan of organization devised
Y -] ®

It now appears that the Japanese Language School Board of Education
hes been neither willing nor able to devise = plan whereby the
schools are operated on any organized plan. For example:

1, Schools are in ration entirely independent of the Board and
which do not re ze even the existence of the Board.

Ze Schools operate under varying conditions in various wards, withe
out consistency as to curriculum or administration,

3+ Tultion charges vary from school to school.

4. The Board as a body exercies no real jurisdiction over ward
schools which hawve representatives on the Board. Thus we have a
collection of Ward S 18, all operating independently, instead
gg a genter-wide school system opersting under a Center School

——



S« 80 far as the Administration has been advised, no plans have
been made by the Board for the elections of new members or to fill
vacancies which might ocour.

6« The Board has been unable to provide for the Superinteandent of
Schools information as to the n r of schools, the number of
pupils enrolled in each school, the names of the pupils, or any
attendance records. '

7« The Board is unable to provide any relisble information to
give assurance that Jepanese Language School classes do not oper-
ate in confliiet with cleasses of the Center Schools.

8¢ BEither with or without the knowledge and approvel of the Board,
a considereble illegal pressure is exercised on children and
parents to influence attendance or non-attendance at Center Schools,

P« The provisions of the Project Director's memorandum of March
30 were developed by Mr. Gunderson in repeated conferences with
the Japanese Language School Boarde Its context was modified many
times to conform to the wishes of the Boerde It was published in
its final form after the draft had received approvel of the Board
although members of the Board did not sign any statement that the
memorandum represented an sgreement and understanding between the
Board and the Administretion, the several conferences left no room
for doubt that the Projeet Dlnotor'a memorandum definitely eme
bodied an operating sgreement.

In view of the inability or the unwillingness of the Board teo
observe the provisions of the memorandum, and in view of the fall=
ure of the Board to esteblish jurisdiction over the Japanese Lane
guage Schools, it is now proposed that the memorandum be rescinded
and all of its provisions nullified,

The Administration would then pursue the following poliey:

le  Extend no form of recognition to the Japanese Language Schools
or to any groups who assumed to be spokesmen for theme

Ze¢ To operate the Center School system for the benefit of pupils
who are enrolled on a voluntary basis.

3¢ Take whatever measures are necessary to see that language school
classes do not conflict with Center School classes.

4. Assume no obligation 4o permit language schools to be operated in
recreation halls, ironing rooms, or other project facilities,

Se¢ Continue the policy already established that no Japanese language
School classes shall be held in any classroom or other faecility pro-
vided for the use of the Center Schools,

6. Continue th:vfouoy already established that no meterials, supplies
or equipment provided by WRA for the Center Schools shall be available
for the Japanese language SchoolSe



7. Recuire persone who have use and custody of mimeograph and
other duplicating equipment to register sueh equipment with the
Police Department and assume responsibility for its proper use.

Harry L. Black
Chief, Coumunity Management
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