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/ Report on Tule Lake Disorders Granada; Cob,
Evacuees who have arrived in Amache from Tule Lske have been able to present
a fairly objective analysis of the situatium st Tule Lakes Several well=trained -
social scientists who left Tule Lake after the disorder occurred strecsed some
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roceived here fyom or through other chamels. Accordingly we have propored an
analysis of the situation from the perspective of this Uenter.

Since the time of registration in Fetrumary and March, there has been mo
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mudnbotm ip vith the WRA administration ail the
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to provide an accumilating feeling of resentment, frustration, and bitterness on
th-pu'tottoma. Oneoftbnnimtof'ﬂnunufhoqmmgf
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food subject is the general understanding (or widely spread rumor) among the
mmammtm one or two large shipments of produce from the Tule
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with hime This report or "general information® was never refuted, eofarw‘nm;.‘as;.
learn here, nor disproved to the satisfaction of the inhabitants. Other agsravations
[ mentioned most préminently include the uncompromisingly hostile sttitude of the
chief medissl officer, Dre Pedicord, his contenpt of evacuesss and lack of consider-

their needs, and his almost contimious aluse of the medicinal alcohol
Lgpp)idtoth.ho&m. St11) other ecmplaints scoumlated during the weeks
following regictrations The only relief in the long sequence was the activities of
the evacuee committoe to expedite segregation. ZEven this cormittee falled to
mznmu-aunmamummwntmum




=

umtmmmdnmmmdmummm
mmtymtdﬂuuidMWmthvohmu. ¥any peopls
mhmmmnttymmmowmtm,bm\dwmtmnm
muwrwmwmwmmw.mmmmwu
decided by trial. In the face of the situstion which already existed at Tule
uh.-mwmsmmrmaomum.amammo:
specific grievences. The lesder who could gather suffielent strength, plansibility,
and effectiveness to present requests to the sduinistratin, and have the requests
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as a leader to the commnity in a tangible way. The moye rapidly the "bacon™ was
Ww,mmmmmmmmymm“m,m
the less proballe it wonld be that scme other loadar wordd get results first-—and
accaptance as o leadere

This situation put a premium on rapid, coercive scticn, end placed a heavy
hmw:xpcacfmruandrcmycmmun loadership, although some attempts in
that direction contimed to be made. The glow growth of & following, based upon
careful planning, demcnsircted willingnese to Gocperate with the administration, and
therafter amicatle ~ork with aduledstrative lealors to secwe gredual. improwements
and redress of grigwences, was practically impossibles Too many leaders arxicus
toma.follewmgbymraﬂdmms,mdtommﬁzmdmaplaamtht
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of commnity relationships. Ingtead the situstion went fyom bad to worse.

rcmf;ion of pressure groups, presentation of demands, axl organisaticn of
~ popular “demongtrations® in support ol sueh dmands. weras the obvious techniques
open to opportunistic leadershipi Pather Kai, the Buddhist priest, was one of
m-ﬁdtuﬁn,mm”mddmmmmmm
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to achieve some smort of recognition, and vieing with each other in securing
Concessions from the Aduinistration, These leadars, or at least seversl of thep,
decided to take advantage of the presence of Jir. Myer and ir. Conrens on the
project to present their demands to them and to the Project Director, Mr. Best,
.'mthopromm ofawmdpépl.mocmmumwwtdu,ortm‘ht
to be, pressing for concurrence with the demends presentod. Aceordin‘]q. they
A notified each mess hall that Mr, Nyer wwld address the people of the center at
1 o'elock on the afterncon of Nove 2, M loud speaker system, and that those
who were interested would go to the Mhmu:m areas to hear Mr. Hyore The
1 rest ofﬂmomrmenwhichtoék place have beonmllracauntad In the press
release of Nov. 14 (which, aceording tc reactions of locai newspapermen and
publicists, was Yoth too late and too long), and in the much better rolsase given

~ to center papers, ona verslon of which occurred in the Oranada Ploneer of Nove 17
The prese reports based on the press conference arrsnged by the San Pransisco offloe ;
of WRA wers considsrably distorted—that of the Fmst.v prese with evident design and
intent to create a differant lmpression from the trus pleturs. TFor instance, ire
Crays was asied whetiier there was a crowd around the administration buildings, or
some such detail, Te replied "Yes, ther was." The Hearst ;v ees reported that he had
verified inevery detail the reports published in the learst papers of Nove 3, telling

of the crowd around the administration buildinge, the fact that the crowd carried
knives, ¢lubd and weapons (which Mr, Crays had specifically denied in reply o

another question), and that the administretive officials wers Leld prisoner (which
he had slso denied, and pointed out that an administretive official, really two,
left the administration ares and returned to it without being molested), thet the
administration milding was overrun with evacuses (which he also denled, since

the only evacuses in the building were the committee of 17 md the tlree or four who
set up the loud speaker system). The Mearst press aleo omitted his statement that

he worked all through the afternoon doing his regular work, and that most of the
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[. chief medical officer—wanywhere, The besting occurred, according to the report

%
other administrative officials did the same. Miblicists here feel that a short,
factual statement Lssued as soon as the ineident oceurred, snd stativg ite essen=
tial nature and extent would have been far more effective in avoiding an unravmbh

press report than the tactic used of trying to play down and hush up the whole
matter, :
One more feature of the incldent should be treated. The evaeuess from Tule
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Lake vho have been contgoted here are unanimous in saying that Dr. Fedicord “':doeoziv.ved
[ the beating be got, end rch mores They sey that 18 was utterly indifferent to the
real. neede of the evacuce putlents, that he refused to requieition needed w;pnd‘%
~=gupplies urgently needed for the trestent of critically 111 patients 3 that he “\
was inconsidernte in his trestremt of patients, thet he and ome of his chief mw
ants cosumed rost of the medicinel slobhel whieh wus sent to the hospitel for the ‘

use of the patients, and that he was unfit to Yo a mediesl officer—let alone &

current bove, when a corvittes of evacuees went to talk wit)h him concerning his B

refusal to treat or permit t¢ be trested the farm workers who had been injured AR
itht overturning of the farm truck, Fe had refused them sdnittence, caying that e | |
‘!un't going to help any ged—saboteurs. The committee tried to point cut that
evan if they had been ssboteurs he hed a duty to perform in accordance with medical |

ethics, and that nome of them injured hed angaged in vielsnce ihich could have
injured enyons physically, not even tromsel¥es, ani thst the accidental overturn of " ‘
the truck was certainly not the responsibility of the pessengers riding in it who

were injured snd in need of treatment, During the diseussion, Ir. Pedicord made o
pass at two of the committee, and thae fight wae ong, |

One of theugliest acpects of this last sffalr 1s the story tlat Dr. Padicord i;

telling=-at least, the ome he told the twe poraonshmvdila the trainonrﬂﬂ.chb
was riding to Arkansas stopped here to unload 51 pacsenger on Nove e Fe told th
that he gave & good sccount of hingelf, and thet the Internsl Seeurity staff them
went to work on the evatues committee members with baseBall bats and gave them
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i\e'ﬂ third degree, all of th; three or four members conducting the third degree
coneentrating on beating the ﬁ.ngleador together. If he goes around spreading
that story, as he undoubtedly hss, it will ultimately reach the ears of the
Japanese Government, and be used by it to justify or excase the inhumsne treatment
which some Americans in Japan will doubtless suffer. We know that they will go ahead
with the inhumane treatment even without the justification, but if this story can
be used to defend such actions, it will render mich less effective our protests
against such tr;atmnt prisoners and internees, both at the peace table and before
the bar of public opinion throughout the world, particularly in the Far East,
We hope that this report will afford an mtemsting‘md inffative sidelight
on the Tule Lake affair.
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