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“ The Tule Lake Segregation center is one-of the several centers
operated by the War Relocation Authority, United States Devartment of the
Interior, under authority of an executive order of the President of the
United States: It is one of the centers to whiech the people of Japanese
ancestry were moved when they were evacuated from the Pacific Coast military
‘area in early 1942, - Unlike other WRA:tenters, it is intended to house
persons of: Japanese ancestry whose.sympathies lie with Japan, or who have
been administratively adjudged potentially dangerous to the national

- facurity in wartime -and family members who voluntarily chose to accompany
cliéme Approximately 6500 of this woluntary group are: children under 19
years of age. The other centers are operated for those whose sympathies

“are with the Unlted States.A LBV 8ol 1rad =

: - THe Tule Lake Segregation center, however, is unlike the Internment
camps~which are under the direction of the United States Department of
Justices At these detention or internment camps there are aliens only,
while at the Tule Lake Segregation center there are both U. S. citizens

of Japanese descent and . Japanese aliens. : G

Location of
- Center The center is. located in Modoc county, northern
' " California, on lands recleimed from the o0ld lake bed
of Tule :Lake by ‘the Reclamation Service. The residence
area occupies approximately one mile square. In
addition there.are some 1230;acres of farm land under
cultivations » The center proper is about 8 miles
- southeast ‘of the town of Tulelake, -and about 38 miles
southeast of Klamath Falls, Oregones The famous Mt.
Shasta 1s viSible in the distance.
The old lake bed of Tule Lake is one of the
~richest areas..of ,farm -land in the United States, Since
" +the average rainfall is only about .12 inches annually,
» irrigation is necessary, The elevation is approximately
4,000 feet and the growing secason-is short., Adijacent
farms, however,'are.fanous, for production of bumper
‘erops of votatocs, onions and grain,
WrA Segregation
Program When the Director of the War Relocation:-Authority
decided to segregate in one center the people of:Japanese
ancestry under WRA jurisdiction whose loyalties lie with
Japan'in the present war, this center was chosen to house
the segregants. .The -mejor movements of people under
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Repatriation
and Exchange

the segregetion program were carripd out durino the
summer and fall of 1943, The movement, howcver, was

not completed at that time because of the .lack of
housing facilities at the Tule Lake cepter and becausc
more time was needed to study the records of individuals,
‘hold hesrings, =nd check with the intelligence agencies,
This process of study and hearings applicd not only to
persons in the relocation centers to determinc whether
they should be moved to Tule Lake or not, but to a

great many residents of the Tule Lake centecr, to determine
whether they should be retained at Tule Lake center or
transferred to one of the other WRA centers,

People of Japanese ancestry at WRA centers other
than Tule Lake are (with a few exceptions) those who
have been granted leave clearance by the Director of
the War Relocation Authority. This means that they may
leave the center, accept employment in areas 'not closed
to persous of Japanese ancestry by military order, and

* resume normal living as loyal citizens or law=-abiding

aliens., Unlike the people who have been granted leave
clearsnce from the relocation center, residents of

the Tule Lake Segregation center sore not elizible to
resettle or to lsave the center aresa.

In cases where individuels st the Tule Lsoke Segre-
gation center are admimistratively determined to be

~eligible to return to normel living outside, they are
‘transferred to a relocation center, where they may apply

for indefinite leave., Suck transfers out of Tule Lakse
are merely a continuation of the segregation program

and involve only those people to whom leave clearance
had not previously been denied, but who remained in or
were transferred to Tule Lake for reasons not reflecting

on their loyalty to the United States.

In addition, 2n Apvnecels Board has been set up to
hear cases involving residents of Tule Lake center to
whon leave clearance hqs been denieds  This board meets
at the Tule Lake center, when ocgasion requires, to hear
evidence, take testimony and check records, The Board
of Appeals is composed of responsible persons not other=-

wise employed by the War Relocastion Authority.

Persons who have made avplication for repatriation
or expatriation ars among those who have been segregeted
from the other evacuees, of Japanese ancestry and have been
moved to the Tule Lake center., If future exchanges of
civilian nationals are arranged by the governments of
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Living Conditions' .

At The Center

United States .and Japan, it is.expected that the bulk of
the ‘persons exchanged will come from the population of the
Tule Lake::Segregation center -or the Internment camps
cperated by the Department of Justice., The lists for
exchange are made up, however, on an individual basis and

not by groups of persons,

‘The. population of the Tule.lake Segregation center
at the :time this is written is made up of ‘family groups
end individuals numbering appreximately 18,500, It is
expcéoted that some 1500 pergons now in the relocation

‘centiérs to whom leave clearance has been denied, will be
“transfered to the Tule:Lake. center in the near future.

The residents of the Tule Lake center are provided
Ly the povermment with bagic living requirements, including
housing in barracks rooms, food prepared and served at
block:-mess halls, medical ocare anc schools through the
schools of the center, however, is not compulsory.

Since -the population of the segrezation center is largoly
made up of persons who are funcamentelly Japanese rather

‘high school. grades. Attendarce at the English-language

“than American 'in ‘outlook, the residents are permitted

to. estahlish Japanese languare schools at their own
expense and under the supervision of a- board of residents
selected by popular vote, COperation of the Japanese
language school, however, is adjusted to atterdance of

. pupils at ths American scliools, and ro expense connected

with tlie "Jdpanese schools.is paid by the Covernment,

A recrsational program which includes organized
sports, nandicraft and arts is carried on within the

g¢enuter, but here-acein the ar Relocation Authority

. provides ro funds for any ‘type -cf sport or activity
“whieh is intended to promote Japsiese nationalism. .

.- ~All of the peoples at the Tule Lake Sezregation
center live in barracks of the type usually found at
Army treining centers . and ‘families.are kept intact ae

- -thev are in the relocation conters. Meals arc ssrved

in community mess halls staffed by regidents assigned

. ko moess erowsy A 280=bed Mospitel, wdsr tlé .supervision

of a non-Japancse chief medical officer, and an out=-clinic
are provideds Mo illness is treated in the family
living quarters, g :

Food costs are . limited to 45 cents per day per

- person anc foodstuffs are reguisitioned through the Army

Supply depots. . Actually the over=all costs of food have

been considerably below the maximum figure. Farm



operations.are carried,on by the evacuee: residents.
Subsistence vezetables are grown -and-.a. hog farm is
cperateds The garbage from the me S8 halls is utilized
in the fecding of .the hogs.
Employment of ; Rk R :
Residents Employment is provided for those who are able
! and willing to work. ages are paid €t the rate of
812, %16, or §{19 a month based upon-the relative skills
‘requifed in the work dones Only professional people
2 or those charged with:supervisory responsibilities are
: .paid the highest ware. scale of {19 per month,: In
: " addition,:a small. cash'allowance for the purchase of
clothing is issued each month by the War Relocation
Authority to workers and members of their familises and
a welfare department is maintained-to:provide limited
financial assistancé in ésoeciallv.ucocv cascs,

- The bmplovne t pollcv of thc JRA is to ‘nlace
--people in the types of work, foriwhigh they are best fitted
in ‘terms of preyious trajining-.and experisnecs Insofar
as possible, employment is.provided for all.workers who
-can ;be used on nproduction‘and worthwhile: proejscts. In
~all lPStahceS, howevey, -anequitable distribution of
jobs is made ‘to the family.groups so tliat some one or
imore. person ineeachtfamilyzlf employed.'
No Community R < Pt R SRR Y & : S
Government * ... .There-is,no community government at the Tule Lake
.- -Segpregation center, although the-administration consults
regularly with repressntatives of the residents in
51tuatlong of mutual interest.
: “In each block there is a bloék manager who is
paid by the WRA to:act as the.administration's official
represcntative. . The blogck menager!s/office. is the focal
point for all administrative notices or bulletins ine-
tended for tnc 1nformation of tno‘r 8189nts.

Z Approximately 100 center residents serve on the
locel police .force as an auxiliary to tle appointed
personnel polices  'These 'men maintain regular patrols
and aid at gll tlmcs in malntalnxnr law ‘end order within
the resgideree area, : i

The fire department is made up almost:entirely
of evacuee residents, under the supervision of a
Caucasian chief .fire protection officer and two Caucasian
assistentss Repular inspection is made constantly by
the fire department because of the unusually high hazards
invelved in the center's constructions Special training
courses are given for the evacuses both on the fire
department and the police force,



External Guarding
of Area

The perimeter of the center is guarded by the

3 Army{ ‘A specisl detail of soldiers is also available

',Lfor patrolling or other serv1ce inside the center when,

in the opinion of the Pr01ect Director, such a detail

"is needed,

A sizable staff of apprinted personnel police

-and investigators is employed by the War Relocation
'Authorwtv Five special patrel ecars are constantly in
use in the” center r631dence area, equipped with two-way

« 74 radies,

Censorship and
Information

- No eensorship is required for incoming or out-

. going mail, except that the Army inspects all packages
for contraband goods. The list of contraband goods is
that egtabllshed by proclaratlon of the Westerh Defense

Command

The postofflce at the Tule Take Segregation
center is a branch of the postoffice of the town of

‘Tulelake and is kndwn as "Newell, California", It is

patronwzed by toth the residents of the center and ap=
polnted personnel and provides all of the usual post-

,offlce serv1ces.

A weekly mlmeograpned newspaper, the NEWELL

' STAR, is published ‘by the administration for the in-

Rationing and
Co=Qperative

formation of the residents.  This paper is printed in
both English and Japanese and contains official infor-
mation plus local news., It is put out by a staff of
residents, working under the immediate supervision of
a WRA staff member,

Residents of the ecolony do not have ration books
because their subsistence is provided., In feeding the
residents at the mess halls, however, WRA observes all
rationing restrictions which apply to the civilian
population of the country generally., A special arrange-
ment to certify the need for shoe stamrs has been set
up and the stamps are provided through the ration board
at the town of Tulelake,

Since there are many services which are not provided

by the War Relocation Authority, a co-operative has
been established by the residents with a membership of
epproximately 7,000, This co~operative rents buildings
and other facilities from the administration to esta-
blish stores and servige establishments, such as barber
shops, beauty parlors, shoe repair shops, a fish market,
a sewing factory to manufacture clothes needed by the



reswdents. In the stores in the colonv nq rationed
goods are sold, . One canteen or store is operated by
e ydr o i i _ the co-operatlvo in the ddministrative area to provide
| R S " ' . “service to the appointed personnel, The co=-operative
ke “ operates under the corporaflon laws of the state of
California,

ewspapers ‘and ; ER
Radlo : © 7 Hyacuee residents of the segregation center
' ; are permlttcd £0 own and: operate long=wave radio
« “"receiving ‘sets without restrﬂctwon. Radio transmission
apperatus and receiving 'sots with short-wave bands,
however, are forbidden under regulations establlshed
__by the Nestern Dbfense Command, ;

. R851dunts may get rcadxnv matter through

me 7azlnos and newspapers which are sold at a store
operbtod by the co-operat:ve, A center library has
been set up and is well patronized,

" ‘Information to .

the Publig i o Thls St*tement was prrparod to provide inter=-

: SRy e : csted individuels with the ‘essential facts about the
Tale Lake’ chrcbatlon Center. Under established
pOllO]“S the WRA 'is also making en effort to keep the
public informéd on current Tule lale deveclopments,

. Representatives .of thg press and other persons having
.i an 1ntcrest in thc center's operations are free to

,mako flrst-hmnd 1nsnecf1¢n trnps. Permission to wvisit

theé center may bo obtalned by applving to the Project

ADlrector. : \
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