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DIVISIONAL RESPONSIBLE T'EF
ATiD THE

DETAINED STOCKADE INTERNEES

January 14, 1944

DATE: January 14, 1944
TIME: Administration Building Room 23
PLACE.1 1:45 p.m.

ATTENDANCE:

Divisional Responsible Men: Shimada, Akitsuki, Nakao, Okamoto, Naito,
Nianekawa, Yamatani, Kbyeda, and Purukawa

Detained Internee s; Hoahiko, Forri, Shimizu, Inouye, Katayama, and
Nakamoto

Shimizu:

Shimada:

Shimizu:

Akitauki:

Shimizu:

Akitsuki:

Shimizu:

Shimada:

Akitsuki:

Naito:

Shimizu:

me, what theThe stockade internees first questioned me, what the
standing of the people whom we met was and the object
of the meeting. So will you kindly explain that fully
again, if you don't mind, so that our positions will b

This body was
The object is

selected from the various divisional
just the v/ay we explained yesterday*

be

heads,

Prom what view point did you people call us?

As to the people we wanted to meet, we didn*t have the
slightest idea whom to call. We first included some of
the members of the Negotiating Committee but permission
was refused and their names were crossed out.

Did you say that you couldn't get permission to call the
Negotiating Committee members?

We asked for Mr. Kimura, for instance, of the Negotiating
Committee, but he was denied. There were few others who
were also crossed out from the list we submitted.

We reported all the things discussed at yesterday1® meet-
ing to somewhat 247 stockade internees and also told
them that your sincere object in meeting with all the
divisional heads was your earnest intention in trying to
restore the Center to its normal condition, Unless you
try to encounter this problem with solid determination
and sincerity this situation cannot be solved. Merely
return to work of a portion of the colonists is not
enough. You have a very heavy responsibility.

I can't and don!t know
But I can tell you this,
sincerest faith and I can
our utmost.

whether we!ll succeed or fail
we are doing this with our
say that we are certainly

Let me
ever.

add this, we have no political ambitions, whatso-

We have strongly resolved to dissolve this group as soon*
as the Center returns to its normal condition, as soon
as people go back to work, as soon as wo succeed in
getting the release of those justifiable colonists de-
tained, and finally when the responsible political group
is established. However, we* re not saying that we'll not
be responsible thereafter, even after dissolution.

We1re just saying that until that time, that is until the
official political group is selected by the people,, we
w|ll act aa the Co-ordinating Committee.

The Dai-hyo Sha and the Negotiating Committee members
looked at the results of the referendum vote. They



Inouye:

Shimada;

Inouye:

Shimada;

Shimizu;

Morri:

Shimada:

Shimizu;

noted, tnat over 3,000 still favored. s T a t u s q u o « L O O King
at the problem from that point of view, thc^r fel t and
were somewhat worried whether returning to work of a
portion would not be complicated and perhaps dangerous

Yes, after looking at the results, it?s barely half and
half, 1 wonder if the workers returning to work on
Monday could go without complications. I surely hate to
see the Japanese divided and hate to see them fighting
with each other. Itls obvious that majority of colonists
have opposed status quo. If a portion return to work
what do you think these people will think or what kind of
reactions will they take? They might take an exactly
reverse attitude instead of calmly, peacefully yielding
to the winning side. In that case will you people take
the responsibility? I hate to see anything like that
happen, after all the things you people have gone through.
Have you anything prepared in the event of such a cir-
cumstance? As Japanese to Japanese, let's speak frankly
and tell all we know, after all werre working for the
same object.

That was the very thing we were worried about * This
morning one representative came over. He was a strong
backer of this status quo, his attitude was very firm;
however, he gave many just and sound reasons for support-
ing it/ Of course^ I made my footing clear too, None-
theless, I found, after talking to him, one thing in
common and that was the ultimate abject ?/hich wo were both
aiming for, although in a different way.

the hot presiden-
were running for

it

Let me give you an illustration. During
tial campaign, when Roosevelt and Wilkie
President, American people were divided. But after
became known that Roosevelt was the victor, all the
Americans, including the ones who strongly stood up for
WiBcie, conceded {whether they liked it or not) to
Roosevelt and his Administration and supported him whole-
heartily. Why can ' t we do that?

The referendum was won by a bare majority, but I
think that in reality, status quo actually won,
that hardship and all that misery the people had
through for a long time, little less than a half
supported status quo. Without giving that point
thorough consideration ana should people return
on Monday, it may be pretty hard to continue or
establish friendly relations among the Japanese,
be worried about that point, but so are we.

personally
Af te r all
gone
still
a
to work
re~
You may

Yes, we wore worried about that and thatfs why we really
wanted to consult and confer with you people and possibly
find a harmonious solution to this problem.

To what extent, in the first place, are you attempting to
get our release, that is among the 247 interned. You
realize, of course, that the reason why status quo came
into existence was chiefly for the purpose of getting our
release. In other words you cannot remedy and settle this
situation fundamentally, by merely liquidating status quo*
Normalcy will automatically come back if you solve the
root of it.

In getting our release, did you have any
provisions made with the Administration?

arrangements or

We tried all means we could think of, but all in vain and
so we concluded that this was the only way out.

This is my personal opinion. If, for instance, one or two
men are loft behind the rest of us cannot como out of the
stockade, from the standpoint of humanity. I think the
others have the same opinion* If we are all released
status quo will automatically disappear*.
Arc you thinking in this way - abolish status quo first
and then proceed with our release? Even if status quo is
gone some people will be left behind without work, then
this situation cannot be remedied fundamentally* ..
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Torn:

Shimada* IVell , If this place rot urns to Its normal condition,, we
will^try to pet you people released, that Is jus t i f i ab le
colonists . The Administration also said that they are
willing to take that Into consideration; ' only p, if the
center is in its normal condition,

In.ot5.ye: Aro you trying to j u s t "jive us a report or as kin;:; something
from us?

Shimada: If y o u ; ill*1, only understand why we took this n tep , that
is all vro ask* 3 one neople who are iwwhurniny to work are
a bit afraid of those who are not. If you. peon 10 will
a yr e e a rid. und e r s t a n.d t h i n s i t ua t i on 9 t he c o 1 on 13 t s v.1 i 11
think more deeoly. As you know a ome colonists have so
j.apch confidence in your " ' statements.

As Mr. Forri s ta ted , v:/e may have over-ridden you, out you
see t there were several warehouse workers who wanted to
work and "who s tar ted work at a great risk, In order to
protect and suppor t them, wo had to take) quick act ion in
carrying out the wi l l of many others. So" we did not
consu l t you f i rs t . I can say that there were 800 young
people who were ready to stand up, however , they vero
3 u p p r e s s Q d, I t h i n k i f a u o p r e s s i o n v: a 3 n ? t d o ne , t he r e
would have been r io ts*

The foundation of this, as you know, is the Negotiating
Committee. Even if we, six, 'were called out like this,
we cannot decide at our own -will . :"e want you to ask

V ' r . Best or Colonel Ana tin to release en masse all those
d e t a i ne d w i t h o u t c or id, i t i o n, T he n t h e \?r oh 1 o in i s a u t oma 11 ~
cal ly solved, I think*

Let ! s Baa . Unconditional release? That may be impossible,
1 think,

In the past we yot into politics and feuds, but a f te r and
if the release is granted, we can assure you that the
N o p o 1:1 a t i ng 0 exam 111 a e w i 11, n o t rn i x i n to politics", 3 v s n
at that time,, our object was the improvement of living
conditions. V/ith this condit ion and nromiae, will you
inform the Administration aoout it? It is certainly not
our desire to Bee r io tn and disorder. Then consideration,
as well as our ful les t cooperat ion will be piven whole-
heartily,

Akitsuki: Negotiation will be fac i l i ta ted if you wil l , yive us such
a n a « s ur a n. c e i n w r i t; i n i,

T/rorri

B h i ]'•? i z u r

Inouye :

Hov/ever, we have oiar \vealoaesses too, lost i;e arc accused.
or suspected by the Administration,

If 'you have any Japanese spirit, I think this m a t t e r could
be easi ly solved. If you have any intention in trying to
accomplish anything, I know you wil l succeed, but if you
have any personal ele/uent Involved, it will always be a
c omple t e fa ilure,

There ' s another plan, if I-"r. lTorn ?s i-s imnonsible. Since
you are so worried about restoring the center to complete
nornaIcy, how about yet t iny the Fe potiat iny Co-alttee
(14 merobers ) out for waytee even two or three hours and
have them meet and talk to the colonists . I think if
you saould do that they can. convince the oeople , who are
so stronyly srunportinn; them, of the fac t that true
norrialcy can only be achieved by yielding to |;he alans
of fe red by you people.

1 had the sai.ie feeling. You said that the camp wiyht be
d i v i d. o d. i n t o tw o ( t h a t i s t he D e o n 1 e ) . I f y o u b c 1 i e v e in
peace 5 3 t t h a t v o u n o ns h m i s u 1 s .3.Ian*



in
T i I, I 0

« ' r i n * v - *' < *J * ' ) i ' ul o«i
j »k > ' ^ * < j 1 1 ' oq{j v i v s

. i . , , ^ o u. « ; . T j r ,^ , * q

. u , ^ i c , ; • ( joi i ; v i ^aqu
' . ' " C { I 1 l r 1 -r "I ^ l<"-»

^. '} K .' iV t - ' L i - - ^ ^ f V - ^ H U4

* "" r^q j *( C o q • ; j a l(- f |.aisu P# j^oi

, I . C) xJ

, . , : i ,! 'Jli- aT
I'j *jnu^.\  jOTt;o

^M t

l j l

0

sn

* uo t q. eu-tu; jeq, 0p PUB ' T T T M
q.ouUb o q. ̂ qq ",iiTqq. at':^UT s
T pin £ ;l 9 A 9 J6/A "[ I W" * 9pB
a O^-TH n o ? I T T eqq ST gTqi
B pBejq q.'oqq oonq, "T.:].L|.B UB

c9f ) M« f 1 J/j,

r ^ f . v O' u

pool

; ,! o > J j i ,1 T i
. v.* L 4 u , f jv

s > » T u o c.r$ f\ o
V " ^ ! ,C , iC i

. T . tf JT 7 ,-•" rc \.x

* : » t l J/j. rj aol uui{ oqq ! \ ; ' iO(,
• ' , 1f*1""j(L *-1. : *>T. 'T n . J'CT'I lj- V

TT q 4 U T O > ; A -"q- t - OIAT^

ju UMO J^io 9a"(o^ oa jq
ABq A oqq. :;/oqi| ;,iou:r> o:.\

q. Jxoueu} oq ^IIB/A :;. t uoc 0

qq-

* . o
i razTiATqg

: t JJOi

q.Bt;|q a p a q o o a y 9qq. UT UQIU oqq Ptoq. OABU ptiB
T 9 JB 01; a o 9cl no A 9'iaiTqq oqq, i T G 9:;rrT eej &;';,

I u

<w>

,,r ^ei,rra qq.i>u0l B JCDJ oloa ei:;q.
i eq-Ga. qqr:tw UOA fdee i s oq euoS
eqq. £,uijnp ©utoo no£ '.^upip £qiA
jln ^iu8qQ. Pi'oq. pne QStuBti aT:o\.-j:i

!iq":TU .BOT J9AO SiUBO gj£O O M . ,

;elnouT

sr jpsaT--Iv

• '4 u T o c pu ii a B i^ y t j
s tio.v peaoA eTdoGju qous ' G G
j; leqo p0qr|X3q€ st onb onq

^ j o s j: a qi a oa j";; s >q '4 i o o A T ,1 *
9 » I 9 r , * 98S9 JC'.X9 BUOTUTCiO



_ 6 -

those two \rill be released and they v/ere released but as
we said before we were left out in the snow while the
Army boys searched our entire barracks -, and took many
of our be lon^ln^s . On the 31st these tv;o returned but
v/e still refused to £O out for roll call. The Army
said,, J I All right, v;e have plenty of soldiers , ; i And they
"brought out some 300 soldiers so we had to ;,o out for
roll call. C'ur punishment continued to be bread and wate r ,

Inouye r. As Japanese Y7e couldn't just concede to the Army's mean
atti tude like thin so we took the sn/;ne stand Let ' s not
Eat .

I/orri: Our strike ended on the 6th. Not a single person ate.
Ue ju s t managed to survive on water and salt.

Yaiaatani: What caused you to ^ive in finally?

T'orrl: lTr. Kartrcan requested Tnuda for an interview. Tsuda came
back and requested us to stop the strike and so v:e did*

Inouye? So you can readily see that the circumstances made it so
that we had to be united. "We are so united, 1 don r t
think individual release v/ould be possible.

Shiraizu: If I:rr. Inouye f s plan is not feasible 9 see if you can ^et
the Negotiating Cornmittee out for certain number of hom^s
for the purpose,, as I mentioned.

Akitsuki: v/hatever the Ije^otiatin;:;; Coimnittee membors have to say to
the people,, I surest that such should, be \ /r i t ten up.

Interview ended at 3:45 p«^i*


