IWFORI AL 1.IETING OF THE DIVISICNAL {lusPONSIBLE :i.N AND THE
PROJICT DIRICTOR ANJD COLONIL AUSIIN

January 17, 1944

UipTs:  January 17, 1944
TIME: 2:00 veme
PL/OL: Project Jirector's office

atteondance: Virector Best, Colonel Austin, Lt.‘Forbes, Dre Opler, L. Huycke,
"¢ ilac’ eily G, Yamatani, J. Naito, Je« Okcmeto, Il Famekerm,

D¢ Akitsuki, By lMayeda, Jo Nakao, and.!’, Shim‘da

ira Y metechi was first called upon to explain the dstails of the informal
intervisws hald -rith the stockaden detainees on January 13th and 1l4the Colo-
nel =3 aquesiionedvhelbher the story concerning thefts of many articles, such

L6

23 tobaccos, monzy, watches, fountain sens, etc. by the soliiers during the
aray's searzh of the stockade barr-ckd rscently was fastuals T[he Colonel ad-
mitted that "lots of things were taken, but many were returnede Theft of

mon3y? I ausstion money. I doubt whether people ever lsave money in their
borreckse. I on't question watches or tobaccos.™ lir. Yomteni apologized for
the Committco’s neglizence in not consulting the Advisory Council previous to
vhe interviers held vith the detainees. He then went on to say that only
viith the zoonsration and co*ordination of the Army and 'RA, the Co=~ordina=
ting Sommittec will be able to solve anc settle this incident amic:bly and
successfully. He ulso mentionsd the frct that Mr. Katayrma, one of the
intornses inte.vieed, hod inferred thet the detainess roally deesired liquid=-
< don of stutus nuoj nevertheless 5 duec tosome great pressure from the 'big
hosses' of the'herdquarters},such feelings could:not be expressed so outw
ordlye re Nuito added that wecording to Mr. Kawamura, who “as recently
«.ischarged, some 170 detsinecs opnosed status quo and about 30 favored it;
thet i@, it a, peared soe

Ire Re Dast, Iroject Jirector, sus;ested that the graatest ‘good' should
be lone to the puoule in the Center, rher: larger portion of people is in=-
volved, an’ "fere the most good could be dones .ttempt for the Comuittee'’s
effort in getting the release of the detainezs should be secondary. Momentarie
ly, Ir Akiteuki requested that a stat men. be printed by the Army anc the WRA
vnereby the stending of the Committee's efforts in seeurin- the release of
the detainees (justifiable), which was incidentally one of the so=called
' plenks?! of the Committee's platform, could be cleared, 'n order to avoid
any doubts or 2ccusations from the Colony. lr. Best approved of the zbove
roausst surzested and statsd that the wording may be followvs: Proper
recognivion will 'e iven to =11 tho people in the stockade - nd those that
mzat the recuirements for the rsturn 7ill be given considerations In this
eyy lire Bost falt that making of commitments may be avoiced. He further
went on to suggest that we should proce d full stesm uhiad in getting the
Center back to its normal conditoon by ~oing b ck to .rork, having sthools,
etce and at the same time, work hand in hand vith the release of the de=
tainees. The detainees have already been interviewed ; however, process of
rohacring i1l be continued upon the Committes's recommend- tions, ‘thich may
> Mmay not Le cong dered depending upon the recammendad verson s 'RA or Army
i'2cord 3

Upon question raised by B. Akitsuki =s to the extent of corres onience
within anl ~ithout the stockede, Colonel Austin stated thut such are not pro=
- hilited, -lthourh such are subject to scrutiny and censorship of the Armys



Discussion zrose in rsznrd to the iles: Hallse Mre .est cl-rified it by
wentinning tirt imwédirtley upon “hief 3tes rd fScy--rd's veturn from San
Frongisco, ‘es3 Milg 5vill be workes on block by block on the ' &igof cler-n-
liness 2! food. Com-ittee requested thut the liess buurs be stricdn regulated,
in orier S0 ive omple time for 'rorkers to have thair meals; to thich the

Fprojeci ' rentor zavea'proval.

Partairine to zlovhing aliowvcncesd, :.rs Best thought that if an amployse
be ins 'ork on the 17thy it van be considered  legitimate half a i'ork month;
therelfore, i1 em-loyes is entitled to receive his clothinz allovaice,

The moeting a@journed at 3:45 peme

Resnectfully subritted,

/s/  Byron akitsuki
arecut . ve Secretary



