MEMORANDUH
CO-ORDINATING COMMITIEE 1608 - 4

March 9, 1944

TO: Mr. W. Schmidt, Chief of Police
FROM 3 Co-ordinating Committee

SUBJECT: Request for your Attention on the Memo of March 1 (Recommendation
for.the Releasement of Detained Internees)

Doubtless, the condition of the center has improved and we, the Com-
mittee, feel that complete normalcy is s till far away as already manifested
by the distribution of pamphlets recently in the new area and the vandalism
which occurred in the public school building. ®Such may be a prelude to a
possible flare-up of the center, and unless immediate remedial measure is
taken, erroneous informstions of this nature may continue to be disseminated
which will not only strongly instigate those advocates of status quo but
also is bound to deviate many neutrals or those still in perplexing predi-
cament .

The Committee, by past experience, fully appreciates the service of
relegsees wno have been a great factor in contributing toward our cause,
because of their position it is possible for them to contact opposition
freely. In order to solicit their ssrvice, which will expedite our work,
the Committee invited leaders of recent releasees to a Zadan=kai on the
night of March 8, 1944 as attached minutes specify.

In view of the sign of possible flare-up the Committee earnestly
feels that it could be prevented if detainees whom we have interviewea
and recommended were released as soon as possible to work together with
those slready released. The attached minutes indicate that they have
agreed to pui out a statement stating their clear position.

‘de request for your special consideration to expedite the relsase-=
ment of the 14 detainees. ZHbached is a list of names of those 14.
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INFORMAL ZADAN-KAT OF THI STOCKADE RELZASEES AND THE CO-ORITRATING
commwm«: "OF THI TWLE LAK CINTTR
" March €y 1944

An informal Zadari=kai of the sieckade relsasees &id the Comordinaw
ing Comnittee of the Tule TLeke Centoer as held on March 8y 1944
45 pemes at 1608 # Ay Co-ordineting Gommittsee offices

4
7

Releasees present. were: Sgpkamotod; Kozaka; Kawanoy Tateishiy Kataw
yame.y BShimizu, Hoshikos Mohri, Kawamu¥as n Inouw .s

Co~ordinating Gcmmittqe meibers present were: Te Naydo, T+ Namékawa,
K. Okamotos Ga Ydmatani@;ﬁa Shimadey A« Takehashiy and B Akitsulis

3. Akitsuki addressed the group, st“tlng uh&L this Zadan~ksi was
ezlled for the nurpose of informally 1nbsrchang1nc 1deas, griticlismsy
sugzestions, or recommendations, vhich may immediately or ultlmately
help in the work ayd the object of the Commitiees

Mre As Tsokahashi, advigor to the JSommittes and also head of the
Arrangewent Comaitteey descéribed the nresgnt incident and its yet pending
solution in detallod retrospection. == from the begimming of the dncidsnt
to his present plan of attaining the se 5 goal By the egtablishment of a
centrol orzanizstion, which he pﬁeviously hac olitlined at the joint
meeting of the Advisory Council and the Comordingting Committee on Febh-
ruary 25«

Mre Tateishi, one of the reoleasees; questioned the present delay
in the process of yoler gemenit and also suzgedted that unless the Co-
ordinating Committee, with the vacking of the Hélenseedy c¢learly make
noteworthy concrete accomplishmentss as wes promised bty the Committee
et the time of itw 1ncent10n, true nsace of the center gnd sincere
conzldence of the colonls S w1'1 be &4 mauter of QUuSthﬂo ;nasmuch as

;,se 1f the
_“: 1 this way (publication
by bulletlns referably) COPflﬁGan of the coloénists could be pined
gradually, he believad. & suki oXolained the heevy current wiiich
the Committee is befacing in‘i%s gincere attempt to obtain justifiable
releasements. He also went oén to meke clear the planks of the platform
upon which the Responsible Men of Various Divisions and the Corordinas~
ting Committee was founded ohy emana» zlng ﬁhe f ¢t that it is merely
sarving as a uewporary bodys prepal ution immediately upon
replacemedt. He further added only v1th the coaperuulon of the
colonistss could releasenent of 1nternees be expedited; in other words,
the Cemmittee is looking forvawd with great high anticipetion the help
of the releasess, especially those considersd lesders, for its effort
to restore normaley in the Centers If sver a sign of complacéncy is
shown on the part of the Administration or those working for the
restorsiion ﬁfvormﬁicy, the opposition is bound to take aannt ge of
it, as alreaily manifested by their distribution of propaganda pampnlets
in the: new Manzanar arvea. Such may be @ prelude to a possible re-flare-
up of the center, and unless inmnedicte remedisl measurs is taken,
erroneous informatiens of this nature may continue to be disseminated.,
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nevitably hound-to deviate many colonists,
who are considered neutrals or-tiose stilidn a perpleiting predicament,
At the same time, it will 9T, strongly. ingtizate those advocates of pro
status quo. One of the rolsaueea wanted assurance that, insofar as
their work involved 1nt=rxinf11no w1uh the pressure groups, they be

not misunderstoods el

o
.

‘Materials of this nature ars.

My« Inouye mefitionsd that he has gained some results by carsful
explanations to those in '"dilemma' and Myr. Mohri stated likewise.

Upon Mre Tatelshi's surgestion to hold another Zadan-kal jointly
with some repregentatives from the new area, immediztely upon the
releasement of the 14 internees (such as Kozuma, Kimura, Yoshida,

Kob® ¥ashi, Komiya, stcs recommended by the Committes for rsleasement some=
tiWO 2£0), Mr. Hohri felt that the suggestion was very favorable. The
relens 5885 2580 ibled gave g eneral assent to this suggestion. At this
ulme, e Yamatani ment!one that if those releasees present tonight
would out out a joint statement stating their present stand end attitude
the trend of public sentiment and the attitude of the neutrals, might
and will changs to the vositive. However, Mr. Saimizu and the others
desmed it more acdvisable to withhold such a stutement until the release=
met of the rbove=mentioned 14. A stotement embracing a numbsr of names
woul.. nave more forc¢eful influence upon the colonists' minds, it was
pointed out. Releasess sitresser that the releasement of the 14 would
relieve their already over-burdened works JInasmuch as the Com-ittee's
gystematic function of investigetion is limited and superficial, aid of
the releasees must, by all msans, be solicite’, as relezsees are in such
a position to blend untaintingly into the nressure groups. Mp. Sgkamoto,
releases, assured the Committee that he will give full support indirectly
anc directly to the Committee's work. His pressnt position (inasmuch
as he 1s an educator) is such tha’t he cannot outwardly expose himself
©00 consplcuously (that is in this more~or-kss political nature) .
However, he will try to help through educstion of children, which will
indirectly affect the atiitude of the warents.

ijth the body's sincere request for the immediate relessement of the
14, in order to facilitats the realization of normalcy and avoid pre-
domination of the opposition, the Zadan-kai adjourned at 10:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ ‘Byron Akitsuki
Executive Sgcretary



