
MEMORANDUM 
CO-ORDINP.TING C011MITfEE 1608 - A 

March 9, 1944 

TO: Mr. W. Schmidt, Chief of Police 

FROM: Co-ordinating Committee 

SUBJEG1': Request for your Attention on the Memo of March 1 (Recommendation. 
for:.the Releasement of Detained Internees) 

Doubtless, the condition of the center has improved and we, the Com­
mittee, feel that complete normalcy iss till far away as already manifested 
by the distribution of pamphlets recently in the new area and the vandalism 
which occurred in the public school building. Such may be a prelude to a 
possible flare-up of the center, and unless immediate remedial measure is 
taken, erroneous infor!lk'lti.ons of i~his nature may continue to be disseminated 
which will not only strongly instigate those advocates of status quo but 
also is bound to deviate many neutrals or those· still in perplexing predi­
cament. 

'l'he Committee, by past experience, fully appreciate:J the service of 
releasees who have been a great factor in contributing toward our cause, 
because of their position it is possible for them to contact opposition 
freely. In order to solicit their service, which will expedite our work, 
the Committee invited leaders of recent releasees to a Zadan-kai on the 
night of I.ilarch 8, 1944 as attached minutes specify. 

In view of the sign of possible flare-up the Committee earnestly 
feels that it could be. prevented if detainees whom we have interviewed 
and recommended were released as soon as possible to work together with 
those already released. The attached minutes indicate that they have 
agreed to put out a ste.tement stating their clear position. 

'Je request for your special consideration to expedite the release­
ment of the 14 detainees. Attached is a list of names of those 14. 

CO-ORDINATING COM3H'l'l'EE 
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. ·* -INFORMAL ZADAN"""KAI ·OF Tlt!:. SI'QC:Kt'\.DE RELEA3Eb13 AND THE CO-ORDH~ATING 
C. o·l·ir.;;ITTm~_-~- ~'i\' TH·. _.., T·:rJL'"' r. ~-r.--;_, 0-:;!--N-.T· ·.·"'-·.,".\· _l,.:..L".i1 •. ·. '.t.:.\l.U '\;,;/J.1 :.:J I .1..:1 ..I,.;.LM;.n.;>;,:j \;J...- t·", 

. ; ~- :~r~,·rch E\:,: 1944 

An inforiili:Ll Zada:ri,•kai of the st ookade ·rel.easees and t·he. Go·~ordina•·· 
ting Conmii ttee .of th.e 1u:te Lake Center i~~~~ held ·on llk.-rch 8:,, 1 944.,';~Y~~rcim 
7 :45: p•.):'lo;. at i6b'8 -~- Ai C'o":.~rd~nntlng GJ'ommitt.e .. e of'fice·e-

Release as pr~ese.~t. wef.e .: Sak4!n<::rM't Kozak~~: Kaw$¢:1• Tateisli±:, Kata~ 
yama.;, Shimizu, Hoshi~o; M6hl:'!i..1, 'Kaval'il;1;\ra•.;, n J;nou· .. , 

Co .. ordint:l'ttng Ccornmi ttee member-s pne.sent. Were • t. NaygQ,,, l:·• lJ~$'l:tawa, 
K. Okruiloto;- Gw: Yanl.atani·t,; U~ Shl;!llc"l.da•;; A., Takahashi·;. a,~d B--·Akitsuki;; 

B. AkHsuki addressed the gr,oup;, stcting that this- ~adan-ksi vras 
c:,_lled for the puz:.pose of i·nfot~mlly i~tez:.c)'la.r;tghlg idea,.s ,, c_:riti.c:;.$m:'3, 
suz.;~esti ons, or rec;om.meildn.tions·:~. 1;rh:ic.h may im .. '1lediate:J.;y ot' ultimately 
help in the ·;!ork a~cl the object of t.he Gomtni:itee .•. 

}{r .• A • Takahashi ;, advi$'Qr to the G omrnitt e.e ~t!d -~so head of the 
Arrange;nent C-on:::Jj.t;tee-.;, desc:dbed the p;res.ertt incid.e11t and its ,yet p.ending 
solut.i on in det[til;~B. ·J?et,rospec.tion. ,..,. from tne ;beginnifig •of tl:ie ·;iirtcident 
to his presen-t ;:ila:n .of attaipt~g the s.et goal by tpe e§te.blish,me:nt of a 
central or:sanization, wnic:h h.G pr.evioU·f.!lY h.ac'. o.titl;ined a:ti the jo{nt 
meeting of the J.iav-d:.sory Coun!:ttl a,J:J,d t:n~ Co.~ord:L,r.tati~g Gominittae on Feb-
ruary 2§,., ·· 

Mr • Te.teishi ~ one of the r-el.easee!'Jj· questioned the 1)rese11t dt:!lay 
in the prooess of reli.7r §leinent ailcl a);so sugg.E)stt:ld cb!:tt ~p.les~ the Co­
ordinatinG Gorillni~tee, '~ith t·lte ba<rk±ng of tl1~ ,n$;l;eEl.eees..,, cleap!J;y make 
noteworthy concrete· accompl:ismn~i;l:tftl: a. s was' pr,om:ts~d b:y tne Cqromittee· 
e;t tbe "time of its· incepi;i()Ji;, tr\1$ peace 'Of t.ne' cente.r ~p.d .sincere 
coni'idence oi' the colonists rr.t-~1 be a matte·:r of question. Inasmuch as 
·the colo21iso:s a,re observing 1~'it:l'l d~l-ib·eraA>e ®d p$rUa-:ps. d;j;scriminatory 
eyes, the accOl~I:Jl,;ishmenvs of' tn.e -q·o~t:t;ee ,, tt woilld be ·wif'Je if the 
comrni t-'cee apnou;nees .its work mo:p~ pl,ibi~cly.· In tii$s ·WilY -(publicatic:m 
by bv.lletins pre£'erahly) c~on;t'ideflce o;f "cb~ colon-ists could be &tined 
gradually~ he believed. B •. Al~t:s~ '$~plain~?.!;1. th.e h~v-y cu.rrerrt which 
the Com:::dttee :i.s befaoing in ±t:s' s-J..ncere attetl'IJYG ~:o o.btain justH'fuaol.e 
relea.sements. He als.o. we11t ;6p tq rtl!ik.e clear· the plan.J.<a• of' the platform 
upon 1;thich the Rt~snonsible. Men .. o.f ·va:rious Divis'ions and the Co ... ordina.~ . J- • ~ • • • • '•· .. - . • ,. - • . 

ting Commi tte·e '7<:\.B fou~ded oi'11~; ~ntpb,asi\zi'llg the. £ac:t th&rt it is merely 
servi:ng as a tempora~y b0'9.Y:l pr.e.pat~d· ·for disso:Lut:lop. i~:.1n1ediately upon 
replaeemeiJ'L He. f-1.trth.e.r ad(ee. bll,at. o¥i:ly Y.'itl'l. the. coopera.tion of tlJ,e 
colonists, could re1eas(?i;e:n'fs of ·hltet~nee.s be expedited; in other wqrds, 
the Goramittee is 1o·oldng ·.rw~'a:r~l Y;;tth great higb. !;!..nticipe..tion the help 
of the ''Fel.easees, espec;:i~:~.lly J!j~1.0f:le considered lee.de.rs.,, for d:ts effort 
to restore ~oi·mn.J.cy ·in th.e Center• If eve.r a sj,gn of· complacency is 
shorm on :th~ .part of the Aclmini stra:tion.· or thos.e vTork1;ng f0r the 
rest-ort\tion ·f'e normalcy, the opposition: is bou1.1d to take adve .. ntage of 
it, as alrea :ly manifested by their distribution of propaganda pamphlet~ 
in the,n~vr Manzanar a;rea. Suqh mo.y be· a prelu~e· to a possible re-flar~­
up of the center,, and Unless immediv.te remedial measura is taken, 
erroneous informo:piQns of this natur~ ~Y continue to be disseminated:., .. , 
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· Ma.terials of this nature are.);~nevita))ly bp~~¥ld>to deviate many colonists, 
who are considered neutrals ,.8~~~': .:t:L•·r.)se., s ~il~L''>g.n a_ perple;ting predicament w 

At the same time, it \:Jill W~9:;:s.tr·ongli,_iii~ti::;ate those advocates of pro 
status auo. One of. the relsds:e.es "'"'-nted\a;ss'Urance that, insofar as 
their 1j,;dc :i_nyolve:t, ',intermi~;gfj.ng -w:i:Gh,:'.ib.e. iJressure groups, they be 
not misunderstood. · ,;,, 

Mr. Inouye mentioned that he has gair1ed some results by careful 
ex9lanat:~ons to those in 1 dilemma 1 and Mr. Mohri stated likevri.se. 

Upon Mr. Tateist1i' s suggestion to hold e.nother Zadan-kai jointly 
':Tith some representatives from the ne';l area, ir.1inedis.tely upon the 
releasement of the 14 internees (such as Kozuma, Ki:nura, Yoshida, 
Kob· Yash:L, Korn:i.ya, etc. recommended by the l..iornmittee for releasement some .. 
ti:-:18 af:o), Mr. Uohri felt that the suggestion nas very favorable. The 
releaGees e.Gsom~Jled gave e; enera.l assent tot his suggestion. At this 
till1e, i:tc• Ya.l!latani mentioned that if those releasees present tonight 
woulc~ put out a joint st:-,tement stating their present stand encl attitude 
-Gha trend of pu':Jlic sentiment and the a:tti tuc1e of the neutrals, might 
an:l. Hill chant;e to the positive. However, Mr. s;1imizu and the others 
den•11ed it more ac:visable to withhol~·: such a stD.tement U..'1til the release ... 
me: .t of the r.b ave-mentioned 14. A statement embracing a nvJnber of names 
',"fouL. ha-ve more forceful influence upon the c oloni r.rc.s 1 minds, it was 
po:Lnt;;;d out. RelEmsees strGssec'. that the roleasement of the 14 would 
relieve their already over-burdenec!. <'rork. Inasmuch as the Com-,ittee' s 
systematic functbn of inveatig<::.tion is lim:L ted and superficial) aid of 
the releasees must, by all 'i1<:>ans, be solicite'::, as rele~;,sees are in such 
a l)OSition to blend un-Gaintingly into the !)ressure groups. Mr• Sakamoto, 
releasee, assured the Committee that he '~d.ll e;ive full support indirectly 

/?.n~:: directly to tha Committee's '.'fork, His present position (inasmuch 
as he is an educator) is such the~~~ he cannot outwardly expose himself 
too conspicuously ("~ha_t is in this more-or-:Bss political na-ture). 
Ho·Fever, he rrill try to help through educe.t:l.on of children, \'jhich will 
indirectly affect the at-'ui tude of the farents. 

;_;i th the body's sincere request for the immediate releasement of the 
14, in order to facilitate the realization of normalcy and avoid pre­

domination of the opposition, the Zadan-kai adj ournecl at 10:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ ·Byron Akitsuki 
Executive S0 cretary 


