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Anti-Japanese feeling Priaks Out in Hawaii

Fiare-up noted as charge of arrogsnce 1s made ageinst
Ninponese by white residents.

ihe relocation of Japanese and “mericans in Hawaii
have gone through sever=sl b .ases since the asssult on
Pezrl Harbor. Tpe latest development 1ls an upsurge of res
newed tension. *he firsr of two srticles on this situation
follows.

By WILLIAM NORWOOD

HONOLULU- #n upsur e of anti-Japsnese feelinz in Hawsii has
been noted by military snd civilisn sgencgésechargéd with main-
tnininw inter-resclal harmony in this community.

riticism of the Jaranese ig heard with incressing frecuency,
even from some influential Hawaiisn residents heretofore noted
for their outsmoken defense of this rscial group.

41though complaints hsve not yet reached pronortions sufficient
to offe any ma jor detraction from the generaslly good war record

of Hawaii's residents of Japanese ancestry, they are occurring
with enough freguency and persistence to evoke editorial comment
from Honolulu paperes and to sttr=sct the serious attention of the
authorities.
“mong the most gommon chargﬁs are that the gananeﬁe in Hawalll
are becoming too "important, "too comnlacent, and "too indepen-
dent."

Surfsce Manifestations

Observers in a position to weigh the significance of this
criticism rebsrd the accusetions as surface manifestations of '
economic and socisl pressures under which the Japanese residentd
of this *erritorv are assuming a new status.

lraced to their fundemental sources, the complaints sugzest
that rstial harmony in Hawaii up to the present has been depeen-
dent on maintenance of =n economic balsnce, which the f®ar 1is
tending to upset. _

lhe acute manvower shortage emphasis upon “merican princivles
of equality, gredusl elimination of old-country attitudes of
humility and obedience, and=-most impotrtant unionization of labor
in which sre major influences leading the Oriental residents of
this J'ettitory. esvecially the Jananese, to a new appreciation
‘of theif rights and privileges under the United “tates flag,
and 3 new willingness to demand those rights,

Ag a consequence of this trend many of the Orientals no longer
are willing to accepnt a dual stendard of wages or the traditional
princinle of benevolent paternsliasm under which, up to the ore-
sent, they have been well cared for and well controlled by em-
vloyer groups.

“ome of the current eomplaints eggainst the Japanese in Hawall
maybe traced to uprer elass Caurasian families who have lost
their yardmen or ma=ids because of more attractive work elsewhere.
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Ptfll gther critjca whg confess confidentially to having noted
a new cockiness #ndthénJapanese are those who have retained
their meid of yardman, but have had to uv wages to do so.

In a sense tnq comr%aQHts are sopewhat naradoxical, for the
very "cockiness" snd independence  whitch some residents of Ha=-
wali resent are tyvically fmerican characteristics, and may in
part be the produet of the “mericanization program which has
been underwasy in this lerritory with varying degrees of emvphasis
ever gince the start of the war. .

Yor two years the Japanese in E=sweii have been exhorted to
think American, sresk “#merican,bbe “mericen, sct “merican. Thise
theme has been used over and over sgain in newspraper editorials,
advertosomg, radio snresle, lunchebn elub talke snd in community
morale nromotion. One exﬂlanation géeme to be that some of the
Jepanese, especislly some of the younger generation, have res-
ponded so promntly snd so forcefully to these arpeals that their
behavior is fegarded as {isturbing, especially when thelr adontion
of “merican stnnﬂqrﬁn takes the fﬁrm of union =sctivities and
pursuit of hicher pay.

Effect of Publicity

It 21so has heefi“8uggestéd By some observers here that perhsps
the Jananese in Hawali heve been over publickzed and have become
somewhat heady as 2 result of pats on the back for buying so
meny Waﬁ Bonds, for cending their sons to war and for not sab-
otaging the 1qlands.

“or seversl monthe after the #rmy'e c2ll for volunteers was
answered so enthusiastically by Jeranese youths in Hawaii inter-
raciel friction diminished, and the atmosphere clecsred temporarily
of sucspicions and sccusstions.

. Now, however, the effect of that event as a lubricant upon h
interracial friction is beginning to wear off, and some 6f the
new irritants described are appesring.

“nother cause of friction here, =2ctusl and votential, 1is com-
rlecency, combined with some war weariness.

Uncertainty Lescens

Yor many months the Japenese did@ not know form d=y to day whe-
ther they were going to be moved en masce from thérielesnds; they
were aprrehensive and csuticus. Pfedause of the uncertainty of
thelr status they exercised unususl care to bhe unobtrusa ve and
unoffending.

Now since months have elspsed without any further indications
of & msss evacuation, the Jaranese feel less need for restraint
in their relations with the rest of the communnity.

But if the Jananese are comnlacent, they are not the only omes
exhibiting this attitudd. #Hlthough military ~uthoritiee keep
reminding the islanders that Hawail et1ll 1s in the danger zone,
there is a general feeling here that the tide of wgr in the
Paciflc 1s ebbing now foward Javan, nor flowing towsrd these
shores.

o Haweii is exhibitinz some of the typlcal characteristicsd

big family which turns a solid front of unity and comradeshlp
against gny threst or ettack, but reverts to squabbling among
1t variuwos members when the fthreat ig removed or the ntdﬁgcb
beatan off.




