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Last Janu? ry Pres ident Roosevelt issued R nrocl emation 

orderi n~ the registrq t ion of aliens of enemy riationality 

fourteen years of age and over re siding within the United 

States . The r esults of t hat registratmon have rPcently be­

en disclo sed in a rPnort submitted t o the Attorney General 

by ~arl G. Harrison , Commiss i oner of Immigr ati on and Nat­

uralization . A .total ' of -934 , 100 It al i ans , Germans and Jana-

nese al iens were issued certificates of ider1t1r1cat1on , bear -

in g t neir photogranhs , fingerpri~ts and pijys i cal descr i ntion, 

which they must carry wi th them at all t i mes . wo-thirds 

of tnese were It al ians , nearl y one- thi rd Uermans and the re-

mainder JanBnes e. 

·v·h II • II d h t at nr oporti on of these oersons are enemies an w a 

nronortion arP loyal tn the Unt ied St 8tes? f o b~gi n with , 

there are betwe en 200 , 000 and 250 , 000 refugees among them , 

who came to this coutry to escane nerP ecut i6n or because 

~hey did not wgnt to live under t he to t eliterien syst em . 

They are te chn i cally enemy aliens, ~ut there can be l it tl e 

auestion RS to wher e t he ir interests an~ symnathies lie in 

the ~ar . ~here are tbousandA who nave first or second nat-

ura.liz.ation pa.ners, who ci re enemy aliens until they ar e 

sworn in as citi zens of t he Uni ted States . There ere sco-

res who nave s OI,l _S_ ~ n ou r grm ed f nr.....c-es , --hund--P.eds who ha.ve 
_...-

---= -lived here many years anc1 who se chi ldre n are American-



- 2 -

born, and t he r e are those who a.re statPle s , ,who h .!we2l ost 

all citizenship . A11 t h ese under the l aw are considered en-

emy ali ens. 

~ e may be s ure thRt t here Are ~om e firt h columnists and 

forei~n agents in t his groun of nearly one mill ion nersons, 

but t hP enemy k nows that s abot age a nd esniona ge ar e mor A 

effectivel y carried out by naturalized ci t izens and even 

the netive-born , thRn by non- cit i zens, 1ho are easily det-

tected and co ntrolled . ~ince Pearl Ha rbor only ~ , 000 enemy 

al~ens-les s t han on e nercent - have been ~etained by t h e FBI , 

and severRl t ho usand of t hese havP been releas ed Pfter inves-

tigation , eith er con<H tionRl ly or on Darole . · , 

Desnite this we continue to hela Rll Bl iens of ene~y nat- · 

ionality in susni cion and nrovi~e n6 mR ch inery f or sensrat-

ing the loyal fr om disloyal. i n e Sresident, the Att orrtey 

Ueneral And wa r-nr oduction officials ha ve nubli cl y stated 

that there s ho ul d be no dis crimina ti on in t he emnloyment 

of wo r ker in defen se or other ina us triPs be cause of na tional 

origin , and though we ·are f a ced with R ser ious shorta~e of 

skilled 1 2bor in wa r nr~ cuct i on man ~ emoloyers refuse to · 

hire skilled work Prs who Are no t cit izens~ or they dischar2e 

loyal worke:f's cm 'the ,· ground that t hey are a l iens . LJnder 

t h e law , aliens mRy be emuloyed ev en i n se cret and confiden-

ti al war work , if per miss ion is ob t ained f r om t he fe deral 

deoartment concerned . ~he l a test fi gure s show tha t such n 

ne rmission has beengrented b y t . e army end .navy in qg ner-

cent of t he a nnlica.t..ions .-­--------
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It should be a comp~ratively simnle matter for the ImmiQ 

gr a tion and iia turRl iz Btion Service of the Denartment of Jus-

-r II II tice to devi se e nlan , es ~n ~l~nd ha s done , to certify . 

those 811ens of enemy nationali ty who 2rP lm yal t o the Uni -

ted btates and st the same time nrovide nrotec tion against 

t hose who are potential enemies . Fr1eridly. aliens who desi r e 

to be relieved of s usnici on s houkd be ~iven an ooportunit y 

to nlace t heir ce ses bef0 r e t h e ~enartmP~~ ~~r inves tigati on 

en~ determination BS to thAir status . Such -a nrocedure is 

followed a t present in the case of al iens who have entered 

the country illeaally and ae si r e to le2alize their status. 

Its wxtention to th~s nroble~ wou~ u u u0Lr1 eAnedlent and 

just . 


