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EDITORIAL

Enemies in Name Only

Last Janusry President Boosevelt issued a vroclemation
ordering the registration of sliens of enemy nationality
fourteen years of age and over residing within the United
States. The results of that registratton have recently be-
en disclosed in a report submitted to the Attorney General
by Zarl G, Harrison, Commidsioner of Immigration and Nat-
urslization. A totaliof-934,100 Italians, Germans and Java-
nese allens were issued certificates of 1dentirication, bear-
ing tneir photogravhs, fingerpripts and pHysical description,
which they must carry with them at 11 times. Two-thirds
of these were Italilans, nearly_one-third Yermans and the re-
mainder Javanese.

Whet provortion of these persone are "enemies" and whaf
proportion sre loyal to the United Ststes? Yo begin with,
there are between 200,000 and 250,000 refugees among them,
who came to this coutry to escave nersecution or becsause
they did not waent to live under the totslitsrian system.
They sare technieally enemy aliens, but there can be 1little
guecstion as to where thelr interests and sympmsthies lie in
the war. 1herelare thousands who have first or second nat-
urslization vapers, who are enemy sliens until they are
sworn in as citizens of the United States. . There are sco-

res who have sons in our armed forees, hundreds who have
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borﬁ, end there are those who are stateless, ,who havellost
211l citizenship. #11 these under the law are considered en-
emy allens.

"e may be sure that there are some firth columnists and
foreign agents in this group of nesrly one million vpersons,
but the enemy knows that ssbotage and esplonage are more
effectively carried out by naturslized citizens and even by
the native-born, than by non-citlzens, who are ezsily det-
tected and controlled. Pince Pearl Harbor only 9,000 enemy
aliens-less than one vercent-have heen detalned by the FBI,
and several ‘thousand of thesme have been released after inves-
tigation, elther conditionsally or on Darolé.

Despite this we continue to hold a1l sliens of enemy nat-
ionality in suspicion =nd provide no machinery for sevasrat-
ing the loyal from disloyal. +*‘ne Bresident, the &Attoriney
General snd wer-vroduction officials have publicly stated
that there should be no discrimination in the employment
of worker in defense or other industries because of national
origin, and though we  are faced with a serious shortage of
skilled labor in war procuction meny employers refuse to !
hire skilled workers who are not_éitizens, or they dischérge
loyal workefs onothecground that they are aliens. Under
the law, aliens may be employed even in secret and confiden-
tial war work, if permission is obtained from the federal
department concerned. <‘he latect figures show that such »
permission has beengranted by the army 2nd .navy in 992 per-

gent of the applicadions-@ ————— - AL
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It should be a comparatively simnle matter for the Immia
gration and Neturslizetion Service of the Department of Jus-
tice to devise a plen, sas England has done, to “certify"
those sliens of enemy nationality who zre loyel to the Uni-
ted States and st the seme time provide nrotection sgainst
those who are Dptentisl enemies. Friendly aliens who desire
to be relieved of susvicion shoukd be #iven an ovportunity
to pvlace their csses before the devartment for investlgation
and determination =28 to their status. .Euch-a procedure is
followed at present in the case of aliens who have entered
the country illegally and desire to legalize tnelr status.
Its wxtention to this problem wouiu ue woiLl expedient snd

Just.




