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The United States 1s making one of the most dranatic bets
of history in Hawali. It is a gambling the internal stabili-
ty of iss greatest bade in the Pecifkc--the anchor of the wh-
ole Pacific battle line~-on the loyalty of 150,000 Japanese
and Japanese Americans, 40,000 of whom are aliens, the major-
ity of whom cannot read or spezk Engliah, and few of whom
have ever seen “merica or have s clesr understanding of what
&merics stands for.

hie is no mean wager. & Japanese forth colunm in Hawaii
could do great desmage during an attempted invasion. It could
halt civilian transportation, block highways, destroy the
vulnerable reservoirs unon which Honolulu depends for water
wreck 2ass and electric service, destroy food, and terrorize
civilisns., By diverting man-vower from the exterior defenses
this fifth column could turn defezt for the invsder into
success., Sabotage would be easy for it; the Japanece pop=
ulation 1is 40 per cent of the total, =2nd its members hold
hundreds of strategic positions in publiec utilities, in
civlliesn defense, and in other services.

e might deserve nraise for risking so much on the human
hesrt if only we were not making the bet for the wrong
reasons, I susnect we are meking it not becsuse the military
authorities in Hawail reslly trust the Jen=nece but because
(1) pressure has been brought on them, and’(2) they have
been told that the economic life of the islande will collapse
without the Janonese. Hawsiian business men are variously
motivated, but some of them arnnemr to favor a liberal policy
toward the Javanese simply because they favor business as
usual. #nd in the background hovers the case for Hawailan
statehood. The Javenese in Hawsii have long been held up
to the mainland as first-clsss #mericans by those pressing
for the island's admission to the Union, and many islsanders
fear that to cast doubt on Javanese loyslty now would ruin
the chances of admission. The resl conviction of the white
islenders is shown by the large-scsle evacuation of women
and children that hse been going on ever since Pearl Harbor.

In this historic gzamble we have certainly something to
wine Fisst, we can win the confldence of some good cltizens
of ours. Japanese communities in this country have in
general realized that their members could never blend nhysice
ally into the ®merican stream, and so far they have shown
no evidenge of wanting to be anything but a Japanese colony
abroad. ut a few individuels in these communities, in Hawsii
and in the states, have become truly Americanized in sririt,
and 1t would be a tragedy if they were discrimineted against
by messures almed at Japanese who merely live here. No one
who knows the able, spirited, and likable “merican of Javnanese
ancestry will underestimete the contribution these peorle
can meke %o American life once they choose--and once we per-
mit them=-to turn irrevocably to the West.
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We gelnreomething also by =admitting that Hawaili has handled
1ts peculiar recial problem sensubly and well, and bg refusing
unnecessarily to disturb the islands' equilibrium. Socological-
ly end genertically we have everything to win. Hawsii is one
of the great anthropological laboratories of the world, and it
would be easy to arouse antipathies that would destroy its value.
The racisl aloha of the islands ia a real and vriceless thing.

Put the greatest thing we stand to gain is the aid of hundreds
of millions of peovle whose skins are not the color of ours.
Whether we win or lose the neace will probably devend greatly
upon our success in convineing Asistice, Indlans, Negroes, and
others that our vlez for world leadership is not a screen for
world domination. "e mwst convince them that we are fighting
not for an “#nglo-Saxon world or a Caucasian world, but for =2
world in which humanity is the bhest of franchise.

However, our kindness to enemy aliens end enemy sympathizer
at a naval outpost will sbail us 1little so long as we needless-
1y affront our friends. <The provaganda ¥value of extr.ordinary
solicitude for Hawaii's Javnanese-and it is certainly extraor-
dinary measured by Japanese and German gstandards, as weoo as
by our own vast performance-will be completely nullified unless
we mend our manners. A Chinese seaman who was on our side 5
years before the State Denartment know which was our side is
prohibited from coming ashore at sn American nort. #Amd if it
is true that an exclusion law aimed at 211 Orientals arouse
more redentment than good treatment of enemy-alién Orientels
can ever undo, then we must wonder whether we have not a local
matter, and a decision relating to control of a possible fifth
column must be determined by nestional interests. How does our
present vpolicy look from thet point of view? I am afraid that
it looks crazy. I never found anyone in Honolulu, not even
the most enthusiastic member of the Javanese Chamber of Com-
merce, who would say that Hawaii's Javanese were overwhelmingky
loyal to the United States. W“hy should they be, and why should
they want us to win this war?

he political and ecomomicec fortunes of a few depend uvon
our winning. ©Pome have been relessed from stark voverty by
living under the “merican flagz. Some have washed away the stain
of ostracism that attached to their family in Japan. Some be-
lieve that #merica's accent uvon the worth of the individual
will lead to greater hapoiness for themselves and the world.

4 few would rather see a defested Japvan then a militaristic
one. WSome have deeply rooted prejudices and sentiments bind-
ing them to our side. '

Byt the vnrovortion of thses 1e¢ not large. The majority have
nothing tb gain by the degeat of Janan. heir prestige as ex-
vatriates devends in large vart unon the prestige of the Jap-
anese empilre. <Their economic fortunes are ofteg tied more c
closely to Janan than to “merica:they work for lokyo banks and
business houses; they import goods from Japan; they invest in
Javanese securities. ZLven if they live entirely off Hawailen
lamd or its surrounding waters, ,their cistomers are likely to
be members of their own race. 'hen they Werk for the white
man, it 1s in 2 menisl position, one that is more likely to
arouse resentment than regard. To = remarkeble degree Hawnii's
Jananese sre untouched by American ways; all their pride of




race, family,-and religion binds them to Japan. Thousands
see or hear almost nothing #merican, while they consume Jap-
esnese food, Javanese clothing, Jananese music, Javanese pict-
ures, Japanese newspapers and magazines by the shinload.

In common with all the other races there, the Jananese love
their purple islands, but they can imagine Hawaii without #me-
rican rule. Indeed, Javanese propaganda has frewuently drawn
the pnicture for them. Inatead of doing menia2l labor at the.
low end of a double wage standard, they would occuny lofty vo-
sitions in the economic 1life of the islands. Instead of being
crowded in slums, they would live in the cool valleys back of
the city, from which deed restrictions now generally exclude
them. Instead of seeing their children admitted to the best
schools only in token numbers, they would enjoy 211 the emol—
umentg of the ruling class. In hundreds of ways even the

good Japanese would gain, not lose, by Jananese rule of Ha-
wail.

Not are they unawere of these facts. In impressive numbers
they f=1l to burn their bridges to Javan. Despite the numer-
ous campaigns for renunciation of Japanese alleziance, there
are still 60,000 dual citizens in Hawaii--in other words, the
majotity of American-born Japanese in Hawall are willing to
let the Japanese government claim them as i#s own, Some 15,000
Hawalian-born.Japanese have cast thelr lot germanently with
Japen. Thousnds of others shuttle between *okyo snd Honolulu,
"taking my father's sshes to dis homeland," seeking better
jobs, or simply tekinc advantzge of the’low steamship rates
through which Jaran keeps in touch with ite foreign colonies.

Only a Pdl}yesnna could conclude that there is no danger in .
this siltuation. If only because it hides the emveror's
agents, ,this large unassimilated orour constitutes & real men-
ace. Nor are the professionalssabbteurs who escape the FBI
the only ones who would act with zeet 1f they found themselves
in =& nosition to swing the balance against the United tates
forces. There sre also congenital white-msn haters ¥thaole-ha-
ters in the island vernacular) smong both the alien and cibi-
zen Jananese. Tlhe most innocuous pana-san could easlly become
their dupe. I do not say he will;.the vpoint is that we cannot
be sure he will not. With no better material the emperor's
men certainly welded efficient fifth columns in the Philip-.
pines, in Malaya, and in the Dutch East Indies. (There is an-
other side to the coin, and in 2 hannier time I would rather
be polighing 1t-1f presente the Hawaiianization of Japanese
who can never be Americesnized, for instsnéde, end the human q
qualities which we must admire in these fine veople whether
they heppen to be on our side or not.

People who Havebeen interned do not buy theater tickets or
serve cocktalls, and some iglanders heve argued that this 1is
not the time to disturb matters in divilian Honolulu. Hawali's
Congressional delegate, Sam King, has worked assidunusly to
convince both Uongrpss and the militery that nothing should
be done beiond aporehendigg known svpies and treatherous ring-
lesders. verywhere one hears repeated the testimony of
Captain John “nthony Burns of the Honolulu police force that
he has-found the accounts of sniring at #mericen soldiers
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untrue, and the touching story of Yoshio Yamamoto, who saves
all his-pennies for war stamps. h-ver'ywrl'ler'e people emphasize
the Japanese are indispinsable in Hawaii But many of these
are interested persons who overlook the Suddhist temples,

the Javanese-language schools, the dozens pf Javanese soclet-
ies and organizations, some with official ‘okyo connections, .
the ubicuitous pilctures of the emperor, the Javanese holidays,
the crowds flocking to see the emperor's cruisers, the sub-
seriptions to Javanese war'loans, the strongly nationalistic
propaganda uncovered in Janenece-language publications.

The argument of Japanese- 1nd1589nsab111ty, the one that
has been dinned into the ears of Vongress and the military
authorities, 1e a fsllescious one. It would be inconvenient
to get along without the Jananese, but it would not be impos-
sible. <The Filipino has long been the backbone of the vplan-
tation labor supnly, and there are thou%ands of Yhinese,
Hawaiians, Koreans, Puerto Ricans, and VYaucaslians to carry on
escential functions. If the plantations should stoo raising
sugar and nineapnrles, which they would be forced to do during
a long slege, there would be an over-suvply of labor. Con-
version to food crops has not taken place in Hawail to the
extent 2lways tliought necessary.

One articulate group in Hawaii advocates internment of the
Japanese. The leader of this group are life-long 1slandees,
some of whom were raised with the Javanese and speak thelr
language. Those I know sre not given to ﬂittera, and when
they say that the absence of sabotage on Yecember 7 vroves
nothing, I agree with them. If Japan has a well-organized
fifth coumn in Hawaii it would certainly not have exposed it
prematurely, before any effort was to be made at invasion,and
when the ssboteurs could hasve accomplished nothing but own
extinction.

£ cannqt agree, however, thet large-scale internment of
Hawaii's Japanese would be wise. Not only would internment
be sure to cause gread hardship, but it would be ineffective
in one varticular-in getting out of the invader's reach a
large end competent reservoir of manpower which could be
devended on to carry on civilisn 1ife in the islands. For
whatever doubt there may be sbout the attitude of the Japa-
nese before or duripgg an invasion a2ttemnt, there 1s no doubt
that the vast majority of Hawaii's Javanese will work with
alacrity with the emveror's forces if Javan ever takes the
islands. I favor evacuation, which would (1) remove this
labor force, (2) bring less hardship, and, (3) reduce Hawaii's
consumption of food, much of which is convoyed from California.,.
Pince ships return from Hawaii with only sugar and vineapvles,
which we can forgo mementarily, nlenty of bottoms are sbaill-
sble for the purpose.

We should not underectimate the importance of what we are
gambling. Hawaii consiste of seven islands-only one of them
fortified-as against the 2,500 islands of Micronesia; it is
virtually our only neutralizing agent for the vast insular
system of "stationary aircraft carriers" that projects Jan-
anese power south to the Eguator and eeet to-within bombing
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istance of Honolulu. Hawall is indisvenssble to us 1f we are
to protect our flanks in the Antinodes and $lasks, safegused
the Penama Canal and our West Cosst, and eventually carry
out a frontal sttack on Jaran. Without it we should be im-
potent in the Pacific.

If it was expedient to remove a scattering of Japanese
from our Western cosstsl rezions, the #merican neonle should
be told why it is not many times more necessary to remove
this heavier concentration of Jananese from islands which are
in greater danger and harder to defend. We are nlaying for
the highest stakes: Congress should investizate immediately
and tell us what the odds are.




