
T E NEW REPUBLI C ] ar ch 2 , 1942 

valifornia and the Japane s e 

BY CARY ~qWILLIA ~S 



Vol . 106, No. 9 
Number 1422 

THE NEW REPUBLIC 
CALI FORN IA 2.nd the JAP NESE 

March 2 , 1942 

Despite the shock of the surDri s e a tt a ck on PeR.rl Har bor, 
f ew i ns t ance s of viol ence toward resident J ananese ~er e renort-
ed iry Californi a imme di ately subsequent to December 7. Gover-
nor Gulbert L . Olson made a n admireble ulea for tol erance, and 
other nr ominent individ.uals in the state echoed. · simil ar sentimentso 
So qui~tly and succes sfully had the re sident Janane s e fitted in-
to the ec omomy of the st e te, subsequent t o the ena ctment of t h e 
Ali en Land Act in 1920, that most peonle had fo r gottgn about them 
or had come to accept them as des irable residents. ut , as the 
war in the Far ~ast · develoued And with the r eleas e of the Roberts 
report on the Pearl Harbor - tragedy , feeling agains t the Ja~anese 
began to rise throughnut the state. For the war i n the Pacific 
natural l y -1stirred nationalistic sentiments a.mong some 30, 000 
resident ~llipinos in California , who have never been on the 
friendl~est terms with the resident Jananese . Filipino field­
hands work for JaDene se foremen~ l abor contr a ct ors and growers . 
On December 27 , a tiot between ~ilipin o and Japanese occured in 
~to ckton; and similar dis turban ces ~er e noted in Imner i al Valley 
and other rural seqtions of the state o ~ince then feeling nas 
gr adually ri sen . ~ome forty-five cases have been reported to 
date in 'hich Japanese Uav e beenattacked , several dea t hs have 
already occured end a qumverl of sui cides have been recorded. 

The fee ling of the ~il ipinos 0 gBin st the J apanese served to 
tomch off t h e current wav e of re sentment anQ susnicion whi ch , 
unless it i s checked , may produce the ~ost unfortunate results . 
In the le.st fe w v· eeks one Q' roun after ano t li.er has be ~un t o sound 
off about the Japanese ; sp~ciai -i ntere s t gr oups have~begun to 
wnet their axes ; and , wi th 1942 sn el ecti on year for f ederal 
atld state officers, some local ~oli tic ians have suddenly remem­
bered the Yello v Peril , a sure-fire noliti c~l i esue inthe st a te . 
Unfortuna~ely, this agitation has taken ~orm ~ in a dangerous con­
crete nronsal that all J ananes e redi drnt in 0alifornia be eva­
cua ted from the state and interned f or th e dura tion of the war . 
There are, '.Jf course, v eri e_ tions of the nronsal . The ~eri can 
Legi on ~ants all Jananes e , cit. i zens and aliens alike , moved ..__, B "' b r1 from the state; the oard of buDervisors of Los ngeles Vourtt y 
has reauested the fed eral gober nment to evacuate ail alien J ao­
anese; -while Mayor Fletcher Bcrown, of Lo s AngelesA want s all­
alien Jananese interned and Fould 1.ike to see the merican-born 
JaDanese conscri~ted f or civilian cefense 0t or farm labor . 
Just what , then, are the merits of these nronosals? 

'l'he position of "enemy a.liens'' in time of war is nedessar ;tly 
urec2r ious Rnd di fficult; but vhen a l arge groun of enemy al ien s 
ere concentrated in one area and ~1Jhen t.hey are e.s e2sily reco g­
nizable as the Japanese, their nosi tion becomes al most intolera­
ble . Every Jananese fece in California today is a target for 
curiosity, r~dicule and contempt . On Anril ,1 , 1940 , t here were 
126,947 Japanese in the continent al United S*~'s , of which num­
ber 47 , 305 were forei gn-born a l iens and, therefore , per manently 
ineligible for citizenship . Most of t h ese Ja~anese a re, of 
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course concentra ted in California (9 3,717, of whom 33,569 are 
aliens~; and t hey ar e also concentrared in areas within· the 
state o S1nce most of the J ananese live near the co2st , nr ouosal 

II II -that t hey be evacuated fro m coastal a reas invilve thous a nds of 
peo r;le . 

.i. he situati on i s also comnlica ted by the existence - of .11 
sorts of 11 cur i ous circumstances" i hich in these times - tend to 
cast suspicion upon the Ja.Da.nese . For examule, ther e were some 
2 ,100 Jauanese livi ng on Ter minal ·I sland i n the Los Angeles Har­
bor District (a vital defense area ), of whom 800 ar e aliens . 
Why, t he curious i mmedi ately asked , s hould. t h i s large Jananese 
fis hi ng colony be located on Termi nal Isl and? Th e answer is 
quite simple: there are ten fish canneries located on the island , 
repersen t ing a canital investment of about ~30 , 000 , 000 . It has 
been t he location ~ f t he c anne~ies that h a s anchored the J apanese 
on the iRland a s fishe r men and cannery ~otkers , particul arly as 
the.:re c: re f e rr res i denti al a ree s in Los .nngeles in wh icU Japanese 
are permitted to live . Yet there i s no quest ion that the Jap­
ane se colony should never have been tolerated on erminal Isl and. 
Des '.- it e the fa~ t that most of the residents are either l oyal pr 
quite har ml ess, nevertheless the colony provided. a convenient 
screen for nossible subversive acrivit i es . But the situat ion 
coula have been e9sily corrected by t h e sirnnle exnedi ent of or­
der i ng the canneries to move. Tha t Jananes e sp ies were working 
~mong the fisherme n 1as, in fact, p6ihted bµt years ago by some 
of the Jananese thems~lves. Desuite the resulting arrest and 
depDt ation of Lieutenant-Command~r Itari Tatibana - as a J~oanese 
spy, the cr nneries ~·, ere e.ll owed to reme in in the area . rv 1 thin 
the last few Neeks, the Department of J ustice has wisely ordered 
all Japanese out ot t he dis trict and, by e ser ies of decrees, 
has limited t he a teas ~ithin which Janane s e aliens may re side. 
W~th t he se r egul a tions, I think , no o~ e can quar tel . 

The situation is also greatly comp icated in Gali fornia b~ 
re son of three imnortant divisions ot groupings 11 i thin the ap ­
ane s e nonulation: is s ei, nisei and kib~i , for wh ich divi sion we 
are ourselves very l Rr gely to blame . The i s s ei , or original 
i mmigrants, were made nermanen tl y i neli givle to citizensh i p by. 
the Immi gration Ac t of 1 924 . Never being quite certain in their 
own minds about their status here, they felt c~mpelled , in many 
instances, t o maintain some ties with Japan . hey never kn ew 
but t hat they mi ght some day have to return to Janan anc , were 
they compelled to do so, they anted thehr children to have some 
kno 1ledg e of t hinfs Jananese . MRny of t hem, therefore , either 

. sent t heir children to t he local Ja-oanese-l ~mgua. g e schools pr 
particularly t he more n r osnerous , s ent their children ~ack to 
Japan for part of their school~ng . The k ibei (American-born 
J a.panese ho have st udied in '1apa.n ) are a ctu~llu ausn ect r; r'~ and 
there are some 2 . 500 of th em in Lo s An gel es vounty alone . he 
I mm i gr ation Act , by shut t ing off all furt her Ja:oanese immigration, 
drove a deen wed~e between t h e i ssei and t he ni s ei; between the 
II 1 d L ti :'I ..._, t . ti l II T . 1 1 o u eo -q_ e- an o. ne young neop· e • he issei group, arge y 
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by reason of the language difficulty , becam e ia.ol ted . Notably 
a law- abiding , thrifty and hard-working groun, they tended to 
center thei r lives in the Jananese commun ity itself . They were 
outside the scone of the so -called Americgniz .qrion programs , 
since -they never coul d»· l?lecome ci tizens . lhey remained deuend.ent 
upon the Jananese- verna cular ne isna~ers , and keut cl ose to the 
Jananese consul at~s and their own desi gnat ed leaders. The ni se i, 
on t he other hand , h ave tended t o breaf aw y ~rom the Javanese 
community. As a gr oun they are tell educated a nd, despite the 
fact that many of' them live under the SB_me roof e.s the i ssei 
they h ave few, if any, cultural ties with the issei grouu . Fric­
tion and1 . tensio~ bet 1een the t wo grouns has , in f act , lomg been 
a cknowledged . 'Ihe presence of large resident k ibei ~nd is se i . 
grouns , neither of ~hich has receive~ the nroner educational 
a ttention fro m the authoriyies, serves to arouse susp icion and 
di s trust . After t he nassage of the Immigre tion Act of 1924 , a 
statesmanlike nolicy would~heve made it ;oss ible for all resident 
Jananese to brcome citi zens (Rnd the s me observation also apnlies 
to the Chinese and F11i ninos ). H9 ving per mitted these ueoDle 
to enter the country , we should have made the best of the situ­
ation by maki ng it -possible forthose who V1.1ere then r esiding 
her~ to become American citizens if they so desi red. 

t>1nce December "~ ?, a slow p ,qrRlysis ha s crept over the once 
nrosnerous-Jananese commmnitie s . There a re some 550 famil i es 
of JaDanese aliens who have already been interned . TheRe f amil­
ies, left stranded , 8re not eli~ibl e for public assistRnc e . No 
Jananese may fish in co stal weiers and , therefore , t h e fishee­
men ar ~ "Oermanently out of emnloyment. '1

1he whole Ja:oanese com­
munity in Los An geles, in a sense, revolves around. the produce 
industry. But even the citizens amon~ this groun of grower s 
are afr - id to act . The Jananese nroduce f irms which formerly 
fin anced their orerations have either been cel0sed or h ave their 
fun ds impounded or are themselve s a f raid to act . ome thi rty­
s ix ~merican-born J ananes e , civil-ser van t emnloyees of the city 
of Los ~ngeles , have been forced to resign their nos itions or 
to request indefini~e lePv es of absence , s~lely because of the 
national ity if their n2ren ts. fp yo r Bowr on, in f a ct, has ex­
nressly st eted that these employees we re not even susuected of 
~isloyal conduct . ~o far as - the a l ien group is concerned, there 
are, of course , myri ad r es triction s , the nr a ctical effect of 
which is to make it abmos t impossible for them to function . As 
t h i s paralps is has snread, other occuuational grouns hPve been 
affected: ret ail mer chants , .professional men , nronerty owners , 
~ ~m e eti cs. If not yet dead, Little Tokyo is in the ncocess . of 
dying . Th i s very fa ct of eco nomi c disteess, ho~ev er , has been 
seiz~d upon as a further rePson why t he Jauanese as a group 
should be interned . OthPr cons iderations hav e been urged in 
suonort of the nronosgls f or wholesale evacuation a nd internment . 
If the coast ~ere bombed , it has been s~id , there is danger 
th~t the non-Jananese Do~ul a ti 0n mi ght go berserk And mob the 
J ananese; therefo re, for their own .9rotection, all Jananese , 
ali en·s and- -citizens alike , must be moved . As one official scid 
to me : "We are a t war with the J a:nanes e neonle . Let 1 s be req.±i stic 
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all Jananese look Fili ke . 11 

7ne - enthusi2sts who 8re nrouosing these s cheme s for whole­
sale evacua tion have no t aunerently considered some of the 
difficulties invol ved. Then there is, of cour Ae, the le2Rl 
iss ue. The only manner by which America.n-born J aDa n.ese coul d 
be involuntaril y evacuated , I t a~e it, 'ould be b~ a dPc l er a ­
tion of mart1Rl law throughout the areA . N6r to dqte has 
anyone bothered even to est i mste wnat it would c os t to 
evacuate 93 , 717 Ja~ane c e from California, much less to noint 
out Rher e .and in w~Pt manner thev mi ~ht be resettled. I asked 
one official where he uronosed t~ reiiettle thes e neonle and 
his crynt ic answAr was "Ut ah . 11 But, somerJOi'' . I have a feel­
in~ that the n e onle of Utah might object to the resettlement 
of nearly P hundred tho san~ J anane se in the stPte . 

Penrle are nrone to for~et , in a moment of excitement ,tha t 
sne ci al- interest grouns· hPve axes to grin0 ~geinst the Janan­
ese . On the grePt J~olesele nro~uce ~arkets - in Los hneel es .· 
the non-Janen~se cnmmision firms would . of course , lik~ t o 
see their JaYJanese comneti tors e1i :-ri 112ted . tt Vv'-ni te- American" 
nur ferymPn have elre 0 dy o~qanized a boycott of J anRnese firms . 

~ui te recen t ly ihe ~ovement for the wholesAle ev ~ cuation 
of the J anane s e has tPken en even mor e dan2erous di ~e ction. 
It has be~n nronosed, for exam~l P , tha t alf J ananese be 
moved out of the co pstal a reas in Cali fornia and nut to work 
on a semi-cons criDtion bas is · as farm laborPrs in the San 
JoA~uin Valley 11

at re eso n.cibl e WB:?~S . n his sugges,tion has 
_more than p9ssing _signifiaance . Eor the fir st time in near­
ly twenty yeers . Ualifornia ogriculture i n 1942 ~ill face 
a close balance between the sun~ly and the dem~n~ f or f prm 
l abor . Eor years the interests w~i ch control ualifornia 
agriculture hPve nrofite d by t he fact of e large surnlus of 
agricultural ~or~ers . Thrnugh the use of t his surnlus, they 
h <:J v P P f fem t 1ve1 y ch Pc 'k P rl_ or~!~ n i z q ti on P 1 Pf .o or t e on the "I'.'.) R rt 
of the v·orkers th Pmsel veR and h .s; ve be n able to del ey the 
9.doption of i rrnroveo 1 lRbor stannards. To nut an p.r111y of 
Jan an ese c0 nP cri nt workers .cit the (U.cno sal of these interests­
an · army unable to strike, unable ~ven to ne atest over working 
condition s-would be tb give them one of the most eff ective scah­
labor re ~erves imaiinabfe. Recently P modificRti on of this 
proposal hes annea r ed : 'to trans fer al l al ien Jananese · and all 
Ja.n~rnese-Americans under eighteen , Years of age and certe.in oth­
er grom;)S, to the Rocky Mountain States, wher e "th ey could ble 
use~ during the surin~ and fall wh en the sugar-beet farms have 
t he ir peak - load . " The efie ct of such a nro~asal would be to 
disnlace·long-resident ~exican suaer-beet workero in the same 
area . 

Already irrepar8-bl e damage has been 0.0ne the J a:oanese nonu­
lat ion by rea~on of the tragic situation in which they find 
themselves . They will carry with them for years to come the 
marks of this wxoerience . Patterns of cultural adantat ion which , 
under more favorable circumstances and with a little more under­
RtandinP-: , ha.ver

1
been seriously inter:euuted, if not uerrnanently 

disarranged . Ihe Jananes~ sho uld be encoura~ ed to make their 
own contribution to the defense effort . Man y of them are tal ­
ented writers , radio tech~i ci 2ns, linguists, artists . As col ­
laborators on uronagan~a nrogrems, th~ir servic es would be in­
v aluable . They all have a job to do and they should be nermi tted 
to do it . Likewise, an educe tional pr~gram addressed to the 
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to the issei an~ t he k ibei in narticul ar, should be launched 
at once . 

There is every ~e 0 son to 0emonstrate the democratic objec­
tive of t he war by fair trea tment of t he Ja~anese who are re­
sident in Californi a . The most ef~P ctive sten in this direction 
would be the . an~ointment of ; an unbi a sed congressional committeA 
to investi ~ate all nha se s of t he nroble~ in - Californ i a(for it 
is, admitt~dly, a comnlicated situ0t i on ) . In the meantime, 
local offici als and local politici ans should be cautioned to 
Rroceed ~ith great ca r e and to fo l low t he l e8d of Attorney 
U'enera.l 1i rancis biddl e, wh o h .s. s a c t ea · with consnicuous __ fair­
ness and good sense und er ve~y trying circums t a nces. Were 
s uch a committee to be ann ointed immedi at ~ly , I am. thoroughly 
convinc ed tha t it would reco mm end, after a first-h a nd inves t­
i gation of the facts, a~ainst whol e sale eva cuation of the 
Jananese . One of t he most difficult nhases of t he nre~ent 
situRtion i ~ that most officials, county, state a nd federal , 
2re f e erful Of the consequence c of inact i Qn . Ma ny of them 
will orivately concede t ha t they are onDosed to some of the 
nroposalsuthat h ave been made, but they ~o not want to be 
made the goats" should any difficulties vi'th t he J apanese , 
arise . Unless this attitude is d i snelled , as, for exam~le , BY a congrP-s s ional committee of i nq uiry , t he s ituation in 

alifornia will increas1n~ly become co mplicated by nurely 
nolitical considerations and local Qressure s . 

Los Angeles Cary McW1111ams 


