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THE NEW REPUBLIC
CALIFORNIA snd the JAPANESE

Despite the shock of the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor,
few instances of violence towasrd resident Jzvenese were renort-
ed in Uglifornia immédiately subseguent to Yecember 7. Gover-
nor Culbert L. Olson made an admirsble plea for tolerance, and
other prominent individuels in the state echoed similar sentiments.
S0 guietly and successfully hed the resident Japanece fitted in-
to the ecomomy of the state, subsecuent to the enactment of the
Alien Land #ct in 1920, that most people had forgotfgn about them
or had come to ﬁccept them as desirsble residents. t, as the
war in the Far Eggt develoned snd with the release of the Roberts
report on the Pearl Harbor tragcedy, feelingz against the Javanese
began to rise throughout the state. For the war in the Pacific
naturalTy 8tirred nationelistic sentiments smong some 30,000
resident 111b1nos in California, who have never_been on the
friendltest terme with the resident Japenese. Filipino field-
hands work for Janenese foremen, labor contractors and growers.
On December 27, a flot between I"1j.ZL.‘L~o.‘Lr:1c> and Japanese occured in
Ptockton; and similar disturbasnces were noted in Imperial alley
and other rural sections of the state. ©Since then feeling has
gradually risen. Some forty-five cases heve been reported to
date in which Javanese Have beenattacked, several deaths have
alresdy occured asnd a QUmver of suieildes have been recorded.

The feeling of the “ilipinos =gasinst the Japanese served to
totich off the current wave of recentment and suspicion which,
unless it is checked, may produee the most unfortunate results.
In the last few weeks one group after another has begun to sound
off about the Japanese; special-interest groups have begun to
whet their axes; and, with 1942 2on election year for federal
and state officers, some loecal voliticiasns have suddenly remem-
bered the Yellow Peril, a sure-fire politicsl issue inthe state.
Unfortunately, this agitation has taken #orm in a dangerous con-
crete vronsal that all Jespanese redident in California be eva-
puated from the state and interned for the duration of the war.

‘here =re, of course, varistions of the vpropsal. The ®"merican
Legion wants all Japgnese, citizens and aliens alike, moyed
from the state; the Boara of Suvervisors of Los ngeles Yougty
has recuested the fsderal cobernment to evacuate all alien Jan-
anece; while Mayor “letcher Bprown, of Los Angeles, wante all
alien Japanese interned and would like to see the erican-born
Jananese conscripted for civilian defensé #f or farm lebor.
Just what, then, are the merits of these voronosals?

‘he nosition of "enemy aliens" in time of war 1s nedessarily
precarious and difficult; but when a large grour of enemy aliens
are concentrated in one area and when &hey are as easlly recog-
nizsble as the Japanese, thelr position becomes almost intolera-
ble. Every Jananese face in Californis today 1s a target for
curiosity, rkdicule and contempt. On #nril 1 1940, there were
126,947 Jagpanese in the continentszl United haes, of which nunm-
ber 47,305 were.foreign-born aliens and, therefore, permanently
1neligible for citizenship., Most of these Jananese are, of




NS

course, concentrated in California (93,717, of whom 33,569 are
allensj and they are slso concentrsred in sress within the
state. "Since most of the Jananese live near the coast, prowvosal
that they be evacuated from "coastal areas" invilve thousands of
Deonle

‘he situetion 1s a2lso complicated by the exXistence’ of all
sorts of "curious circumstances" which in these times tend to
cast susplicion upon the Jananese. or example, there were some
2,100 Japanese living on Terminal ‘Island in the Los #ngeles Har-
bor Digtrict (a2 vitel defense area), of whom 800 are =zliens.

Why, the curlous immedistely azsked, should this larce Japanese
fishing colony be located on Terminal Island? The answer 1is
qulte simple: there sre ten fish cenneries located on the island,
repersenting a capital investment of about #30,000,000. It has
been the location of the canneries that has anchored the Japanese
on the island as fishermen and cannery wotkers, particularly as
there =re few residential areass in Los “ngeles in whiclj Japanese
are permitted to live. Yet there 1s no question that the Jap-
anese colony should never have been tolerated on Terminal Island.
Despnite the fact that most of the residents are either loyal or
quite harmless, nevertheless the colony provided a convenient
screen for poesible subversive scrivities. DBut the situstion
could have been esseily correcte% by the gsimple expedient of or-
dering the canneries to move. het Jananes e sples were working
émong the fishermen was, in fact, péihted dut years ago by some
of the Jananese themsélves. Despite the resulting arrest and
deortation of Lieutenant-Commander Itari Tatibana ss a Japanese
spy, the cenneries were gllowed to remain in the area. Within
the last few weeks, the Yepartment of Justice has wisely ordered
all Jepanese out ot the district znd, by a series of decrees,

heas limited the ateas within which Jaosnese alliens may reside.
W&th these regulations, I think, no one can quarrel.

The situation 1s also oreatly complicated in California b
reason of three important divisions ot graupings within the Yap-
anese ropnulation: isseil, nisel and kibei for which division we
are ourselves very largely to blseme. he issel, or original
immi%rants, were made permanently ineligivle to citizenshin by
the Immigration Act of 1924. Never heing quite certain in their
own minds sbout thelr gtatus here, they felt c@mpelled, in many
instances, to maintain some ties with Japan. hey never knew
but that they mizht some day have to return to Japan and, were
they compelled to do so, they wanted theiir children to have some
knowledge of thinfs Jananese. Many of them, therefore, either
.sent their children to the loeal Javanese-language schools oy
particularly the more vprosperous, sent their children back to
Javen for part of their echooltng. The kibei (American-born
Japanese wno have studied in #apan) are sctugllu auspectydand
there are some 2.500 of them in Los Angeles “ounty alone. The
Immigbation Act, by shutting off 2ll further Japanese immigration,
drove a deep wedge between the issei and the nisel; befween the
'o1d Deonle«fand the 'voung people'. The igsel group,largely
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by reason of fhe language difficulty, became isolated. Notably
a law-abiding, thrifty end hard-working groun, they tended to
center their lives in the Janenese community itself. They were
outside the scone of the so-called Americgnizmion programs,
since they never couldiubécome citizens. <+‘hey remalned dependent
upon the Jananese-vernacular newspeners, and kepnt close to the
Jananese consulstés and their own designated leaders. The nisei,
on the other hand, have tended to bresk away from the Japanese
community. #s8 a2 groun they are well educated and, desplte the
fact that many of them live under the ssme roof as the isseiF
they have few, if any, cultural ties with the issel grouv. ric-
tion anditension between the two grours has, in fact, lomg been
acknowledged. The presence of large resident kibei and 1ssel
grouns, nelther of which has received the provner educational
attention from the suthoriylies, serves to arouse suspicion and
distrust. After the pasesage of the Immigration #ct of 1924, a
gstetesmanlike nolicy would have made 1t vossible for =211 resident
Jananese to brcome citizens(and the same observation also applies
to the “hinese and Filipinos). Having permitted these peorle
to enter the country, we should have made the best of the situ-
ation by making it vossible forthose who were then residing
here to become American citizens if they so desired.

Since December”?, a slow paraly%is has crept over the once
nrospnerous Jananese comminities. here 2re some 550 families
of Jananese aliens who have already been interned. These famil-
les, left stranded, sre not eligible for nublic assistance. No
Javanese may fish in cosstel westers and, therefore, the fishee-
men are vermanently out of employment. The whole Japanese com-
munity in Los Ang_-_eles, in a2 sense, reveolves around the produce
industry. But even the ecitizens among this group of growers
are afratd to sct. The Japanese oroduce firms which formerly
financed thelr onerations have either beenctlosed or have their
funds impounded or are themselves afraid to act. Some thirty-
gix “merican-born Jananese, civil-servant empnloyees of the city
of Los “ngelea, have been forced to resign their positions or
to request indefinitbe leaves of absence, sblely becsuse of the
nationality if their parents. Mayor Bowron, in fsct, has ex-
pressly stated that these employees were not even suspected of
disloysl conduct. ©So far as the alien gruup ie concerned, there
are, of course, myriad restrictions, the practicsl effect of
which is to mske it abmost impossible for them to function. &s
thie varalmsels has svpread, other occupational grouns have been
affected: retail merchants, -professional men, vroperty owners,
domectics. If not yet dead, Little Tokyo is in the ppocess.of
dying. This very fact of economic disteess, however, hss been
seized upon as a further resson why the Javanese as a2 group
should be interned. Other considerations have been urged in
support of the vnroposals for wholesale evacuation and internment.
If the coast were bombed, 1t has been said, there 1s danger
that the non-Japanese nonulation might go berserk and mob the
Japanese; therefore, for thelr own protection, all Japenese,
aliens and ¢itizens alike, must be moved. #s one offliclal soid
to me: "We are at war with the Jananese neovle. Let's be reg*istic
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all Javanese look alike."

‘he enthusia2sts who are vrovosing these schemes for whole-
sale evacuation have not spnerently considered some of the
difficulties involved. Then there 1s, of course, the legsl
igsave. The only manner by which #mericen-born Jansnese could
be involuntarily evacuated, I take 1t, would be by a declera-
tion of martial law throughout the area. Nor to dste has
anyone bothered even to estimste what it would cost to
evacuate 93, 717 Jananece from California, much less to point
out where.and in what manner they might be resettled. 1 asked
one official where he proposed tg resettle these peorle and
hies eryntic answer was "Utah." ut, somehow. I have a feel=
ing that the veopnle of Utah micht object to the resettlement
of nearly = hundred thousand Javsnese in the state. c

Peorle are prone to forget, in a moment of excitement,that
special-interest grouns heve axed to grind against the Javan-
ese. On the grest wholessle produce markete in Los ®ngeles.
the non-Japanese commision firms would. of ceourse, like to
see their Janenese competitore elirinated. "White-fmerican"
nurserymen have slresady organized s boycott of Javanese firms.

Quite recently the movement for the wholesale evscuation
of the Japanese has teken =2n even more dangerous direction.

It has been provosed, for examrle, that all Japanese be -
moved out of the cosstal areass in California and put to work
on a semi-consceription basis as farm lsborers in the ®an
Joanuin Velley "at reasonable wages." This sugzestion has
_more than passing signifieance. or the firet time in near-
ly twenty yeers. California egriculture in 1942 will face

a close balance between the supnly and the demgnd for farm
lebor. For yesrs the interests which control “Yalifornis
agriculture have profited by the fact of 2 large surnlus of
sgricultural workers. Through the use of this surnluse, they
heve effectively checked orgeniz=stionsl efforts on the part

of the workers themselves and have been _able to delay the
adoption of improved lesbor standards. <To put sn army of
Jananese coneerint workers at the di.enosal of these interests-
an-army unsble to strike, unable cven to vppotest over working
conditione-would be td give them one of the most effective scabh-
labor regerves imaginable. ecently 2 modification of this
proposal has avveared: to transfer all glien Japanese-and all
Japanece-Americans_under elghteen years of age 2nd certain oth-
er grouvs, to the Focky Mountasin States, where "they could be
used during the sovring and fall when the sugar-beet farms have
their peak losd." The effeet of such 2 propasal would be to
disvlace long-resident Mexican sugsr-beet workers in the same
ares.

Alresdy irreparable damage has been done the Jansnese vovu-
lation by reagon of the tragiec situation in which they find
themselves. <They will cerry with them for years to come the
marks of this wxpverlience. Patterns of cultural sdaptation which,
under more favorable circumstances and with a 1ittle more under-
standing, have been seriously intereunted, 1f not permanently
disarranged. <The Javsnese sho uld be encouraced to make their
own contribution to the defense effort. Many of them are tal-
ented writers, redio technieiens, linguists, artists. #s col-
laborators on propagands progrems, thelr services would be in-
valuasble. They 211 have a Jjob to do and they should be vermitted
to do it. Likewise, an educetional progrem addressed to the
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to the 1ssel and the kibeil in particular, should be lsunched
at once.

There is every recson to demonstrate the democratic objec-
tive of the war by falr treatment of the Janranese who are re-
gident in Californip The most effective ster in this direction
would be the appointment offan unbiased congressionasl committee
to inveetigzate all phases of the problem in California(for 1t
is, admittedly, 2 complicated situstion). In the meantime,
local officials and local politicians should he cautioned to
Eroceed with aregt care and to follow the lead of Attorney

eneral Franecis iddle, who has acted with consplcuous_ faire
ness and good sense under very tryilng circumstances. ere
such a committee to be appointed immediately, I am thoroughly
convinced that 1t would recommend, after a first-hand invest-
lgation of the facts, against wholesele evacuation of the
Japanese. One of the most difficult phases of the vpredent
sltustion is that most officisls, county, state and federal,
ere fesrful 6f the consequencec of inaction. Many of them
will privately concede that they are orvosed to some of the
nroposals“that Qave been made, but they do not want to be
made the 'goats should any difficulties with the Japanese.
earise. Unless this attitude is disvelled, as, for examrle,
Ey a congressional committee of ingquiry, the situation in

elifornie will increasingly become complicated by nurely
politieal considerations and local vpressures.

Los 4ngeles Cary Me¥Williams




