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BACKGOUND OF THE SITUATION

There are in the United States sbout 132,000 Japanese and .
those of Japanese ancestry. <‘he coastal area from which the <
Japanege a2re being evacusted includes more than one-half of
California, about two-thirds of "eshington, two-fifths of
Oregon, the southern two-fifths of #rizona, and most of the
leading citles of the four states. <The cénsus of 1940 repor-
ted 112,353 Japnanese in “alifornia, Oregon, end "ashington--
Practically all of them living in the cosstal areas. Iwo-thi-
rds of these were _merican citizens by birth. The Javanese
did not stert coming to the United “tates in considerable
numbers until 1900. Som e of the first to arrive in this coun-
try forund their way to Colorado to work in the beet fields,
while others msdﬁ real ﬁontrlvution to the building of the
railro=ds. 5 The Theodore oospvelt edministration in 1907, by
its femous Centleman's #greement" with the Jepanese govenment,
secured the voluntery limitation of Jananese immigrants,
restriction it to officials, touristes, business and professional
men, students, and those slready here together with their fa-
milies. The Immigration Law of 1924 provided no quotas for
races ineligible to naturalization. Our laws permit naturali—
zation of sliens of foreign nativity and Neczroes of African
nativity, but do not permit those of Filivino, Chinese, Japa-
nese or Polynesian netivity to 1ecom9 citizens. This ig zn

angwer to the guestion----why don't they go back to to Jepan if
they are e not willing to become citizens of United ta*es.
According to the 1930 census there are 75 Negroes For every
1,000 white merlcans and 1 of Jaranese thracrion for every
1,000 white “mericans.

ISSET, NISEI, KIBEI,
‘hese are three Jansnese words meaning "firgt generation®,

"second wenerntion and "second generation with some part of
their education in Javen." The second generation--born in this
country =sre citizens. You will hes?F the second word frequently,
the other two not so often, but =211 three are imvortant as
indicating some 6f the ressons why this question of our Japa-
nese recidents im more complicated then thet of either German
or Italian residents.

EVACUATION ORDERS

On Feburarg 19, 1942, the President of the United Ptates
. authorized the ecretary of Waf to prescribe military area
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from which any or all persons may be excluded and with respect
to which the right of any vperson tosenter, remain in, or leave
shall be subject to what ever restrictions the “ecretary of
Wor of the spnropriate militery commender may impgse in . his
discretion. This order applied to any Jespanese, CGerman, or
Itelisn aliens, and “mericans. of Jananese ancestry.

Thousands of Jspanese were on the move to inland centers
the first dste of evacuation hpving pagsed, while thousands
were vreparing to move out by eburary 24, the final date of
removal In the words of #Attorney enevpl Froneis Diddle, .

Intense timee such =s these a strange nsychology grivs us,

e 'are onpressed and fesrful snd spprefiensive, If we cannot
get the immediate cause, we are likely to vent our dammed-up
energy on a scanegoat. Thet sort of psychology is the very
essence of totalitarisnism. On the other hand, civil liberties
are the essence of the democracy we are pledged to protect."

/

THE JAPANESE=AMERTCAN GROUP

Pooular rumor has snread it that the “merican Javanese
are tricky and unrelisble. # wise woman hpving much experience
either the white or yellow races said: "There 1s no such thing
as raclal monoproly on dishonesty of honesty, and humen nature
is remarkably alike on this score in every land."

Ag to ceriminslity, a study can be quoted which shows that
in the firet 27 years of this century, of over two mlllion ar-
rests for 211 causes in “alifornia,,the eriminsl record of the
Japanese was only eabout helf as high as for the others in the
atate.

‘he children of these immigreants, being “mericen born,
are ﬁmerﬁcan citizens, entitled to 211 the privileges of the
5111 of ights. Their narents were vermitted to come here un-
der constitutional law. These children are becoming of sge ,
with most of them now in their twentles. #s one lad put it,
We are “mericans with a racial mask we cannot take off. e-
ceuge we look like Jeﬂnnese, peonle teeat us that way.

WHAT ouT LOYALTY

Mr. Robert O'Brien, assistont dean of the School of #rts
and Science of the University of Waghington, writes:

'At the University of "sghingtbn we have over 300 Jananese
Awer1ﬁnn students entolled, and tbp University employes some
twenty Nicel as teachers, laboratory assistents, and teaching
fellows. PStudents of Javanese encestry hotd offices in students
organizations and reoresent the University on sthletic and
non—aﬁhletic comnetition.

his shsring in campus life has welded close tles between
students of Jananese perentage and other under-graduates.
So sssimilated are many of the campue Nisei that they refuse
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to celebrate the Jananese victories over Uhina and some even
joined the boycott againet shivpoing war suvvlies to Japan
two years 2g0e..cecvenn

"Objective standards for measuring loyalty are always
difficult to set up, but a number of covert re=zctions of the
Nisei on the cempus csn be related. #s the officiad in charge
of recommending draft deferment in the College of #rte and Sci-
encé, I have interviewed hundreds of men regarding selective
service, Last spring (before PesrllHarbor) I noticed thet
prectically n 3mericﬁn of Jananese ancestry had asked for .
deferment of "speciel  jobs. After the trescherous attack on
Hawelil, over a dozen Nisei called in my office to find out how
to volunteer to fight for the United Ptates. Of the recent
members of the Japanese ®tudents Ylub, I checked eighty-three
who heve volunteered or are serving under Setective Pervice
in the ®merican #rmy. Other evidences of loyelty on the part
of the Niseli have been their sacrificial support of defense
bond drives, and_the fact that one glrl in five at the Uni-
versity is in = fed Yross First ®i1d C2ass.

) Heports of s=sbotage by Jananese residents in Hopgoluld on
December 7th. were widely circulsted.. Althoush these reports
were officially denled by the chief of nolice, the president
of the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce snd the dhairman of the
Citizens Council of the city in cables to the ‘olan Committee
on March 14, certailn politicians seized the ovvortunity of
using them to turn the Javanese gquestion into 2 voliticilan
footbell.

RESETTLEMENT

At the present time the Japanese who have come into
Denver and Unlorado have voluntarily evecuated from the Paci-
fie Yoast. Prior to evacustion orders, the Denver Japanese
vorulztion was apvromimstely 250, and the state 3,000. #t
the vresent time 1t is estimated that both groups have at 15
least doubled thelr numbers with “dams county, Denver County,
and Otero County, and Weld County lesdine. You will note
thet this consentration of Jananese parallels the Snenisgh-
epesking population groups, and the largest numbers of both
are in the irrigsted aress.

SHALL WE APE HITLER?

Often this question 1s raised: "Why do these Jananese-
Americans have to leave the coast?" There are = few defense
areas they have had to leave because of military necessity.

The other sreas they are having to lease because of the pres-
sure of smell active nolitical and economie groups. hese gro-
upe have zsgitated sufficient hysteria to have forced the military
to 2ct in order fof the Japanese to be safe. Two leading r¢
felligious authorit%es gtudying the situation on the coast gave
this conelusion: Militery necessity has rlsyed only a small
part in the problem. Bagic in this problem are the political
advantages which those in the gubernatorial cemvaign on the
coest can vlay to their own sdvantage." When one considers

that 2 small political minority =2nd ecomomic groun a few -
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years =2co made these "one in = thousand" to revresent a yellow
peril, the repetition of this same condition in was time i1s a
simple thing to create. The real nrejudice in our own “tate
will come from three groups: from those directly cimoeting with
the Orient=1 economically: from those destined to gain politi-
cally from the %scue; to sn extent from some newsvapers; and
to misguided vpeonle who commlt inflammatory acts and words.
The stoning of the windows of the Japanege M. E. Church of
enver, the cartoon which anvesred in a “enver vsver recently i
ineciting public opinion against accevtence of Japanese-fmericane
in reeidentiel areas, the alignment of some with irons in the
nB1litirel fire against the rights of the Japanese-fmerican go
un--~these are part of the nilcture.

THE PROBLEMS THESE PEOPELE ARE FACING

(1) HOUSING. Many of the evacuees attemnted to rent orbbuy
houses in various parts of Denver and other communities in the
Dtnte, and due to pressure from the neighbors and reel setate
groups, were forced to move. In some cases the reason given
was that deeds of property in certaln asreas carried Oriental
exclusion clsuses.

J2) EMPLOYMENT. From a record card kent on the young between
the age of 16 and 25, particulerly those living in and around
Denver, it wmas discovered that approximately three-fourths of
the group have finished High School, 2nd meny are college
graduates, In addition a score of others have attended beauty
schools and trade schools of all kinds. #t present they are
in need of finding Jjobs commensurate with their training and
experience. Many are discoubaged by the treatment received at
employment buresus, and by employers when aﬁnlping for Jobs.
It 1s not uncimmon th hesr such statement as: "We ore 100%
fmericans, and wouldn't think of hiring = Japanese-#merican.

(3) DISCRIMINATION. Probebly the most imnottant vproblem is
that of discrinination. It crops up in regsrd_to housing and
employment, and one of the soclal =genceies in Denver hag had
some calls regarding their policy to empldy Jananese-Americans.
Peonle feel that this is un-American and a dengerous thing to
do. However, individuals with this viewpoint renrecpnt a very
small minority of the population, =2nd on the whole this agency
hes been commended for ite noliey by many peonle. e 211 Hear
sagh things ss the following!
2 (a) 411 the Japanese evacuees are dangerous and should
‘not be employed because they are noly sending their money back
to Janan. (Pee if you can figure out some wey of getting mail
to Japan at the present time!)

(b) 411 Javanese cerry knives and they all have short
wave radlos snd are in direct communication with Javan.

(e) Jepanese~fmericang should not be hired in restau-
rants because they will noison the customer's food.

Mgy we all become committee of one pledging ourselves
not to repeat rumors snd to have the courage to challenge such
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remarks when made. #Ask peonle to prove such statements as the
one listed sbove.

It is important at this time to steste there_sre no Java-
ese on the public relief rolls in Yenver or the “tate of
olorado, and only a small percentage have ever been on rellef

of WPA rolls, so we do not need to feel they will become a pub-
lie charge.

HAS HRELIGION A STAKE? 3

Historically, 8ll religions have taught that behind the
mask whicﬁ we plece upon people is the universsl brotherhood
of man. he churches have a suty to Jananese-fmericans, and .
the various churcheg on the cosst have done much to be help.
«These Japenese-“mericans are well disnosed to follow the teach-
ings of Christianlty and to assume their citizenshin responsi-
bilittes. We must c=tart practicing the gosrel we have preached.
"e must stert moulding public opinion anhd cease lin service.
There are one-half million or more in this 8tate to whom voli-
ticians will listen if the church decides to become vocel and
do something. If the church does not, it will deserve the
benediction which those less cognizent if its creed of brother-
hood would be glad to pronounce over 1it.

The Denver Councit of Churches =2nd the Color=do “ouncil
of Churches the Denver Young Women'e Christisn #Assoclation and
other orgsnizations have committees working on this problem.
Seversl committees have been apnointed and many clergymen and
laymen have shown g profound concern over the welfare of eva-
cuees. few inetancechave been reported of anomogity by church
groups to this problem. Notsble is the case of a small’ chrch
in the stete which excluded evacuees from membership. What
is nececsnry is the definire comcerted action of all groups.
‘he 1ssue must be faced. VYemoerscy will go down first
of 211 on the rocks of racial prejudice _and discrimination.
We cannot weit until the war 1s over. For one of the fundamen-
tal issues in this world-wide war is that of race equality or
inegusality. We cee 1t in EZurove the Nazi amphaslis on the sper-
tor race. %“e see it in Agia, in Japan, in Chins, in Indle.
We cannot wait--the crises is uvon us, It is unon our world
--whether the white provnle os the earth who themselves are a
minority are willlng to know it or not. ¥ill &t be again a
question of "too 11ittle democracy on our vart---and too late?
"We must move swiftly and 2t once. We must see to 1t
thet 211 “mericans shell have equal economic opportunity and
that colored neonle in this demoecr=cy shall not suffer insult
because of their color..Is democracy right ot 1s it wrong?
If 1t 1s riglit, then let us dare to make 1t true."

: Uan you bégin with youreelf, asking such oguestlons as
"How do I feel about the Jananese, the Negro, the Spanish-
sneaking? "Do I feel they should have eausl ovnortunities,
and am I willing that they should work with me, live in my
neighborhood, and go to my church?"
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SUGGESTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION

1. Use speakers and written material as 2ids to getting
essentlal fact of the situation before groups in your church.

2. VWork with committees which will meet with the civic

leader, newspavner editors, and rolitical leaders, in an effort
to secure thelr aid in creating a more enlightened nublic ovni-
nion.

3. Encourage nolitical lesders who have taken a fevorable
gtand on this cuestion and write your “ongressmen to oprose
legislation teking sway the Citizenshivp rights of “merican-born
Japanese. :

4, Agsist in meeting the housing =2nd employment oproblems.

The cooveration of resltors, renters, emnloyer groups, and
welfare acencées, should be sought.

5. Coonerste in the relocation efforts. If further relocation
is permitted from the coastal aress, it will be through Federal_
aprroval. This will mean that new evacuees, in =sddition to
those glready in our midst, will need our help. It is sugigested
that you keep in touch with groune within the state working

on these problems.

BY COLORADO COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
Mack Building, Yenver,Colorado.




