
T J.E HAP AN,."SE IN 0 R NIIDS 1r 

Pr e Jared and Publ ished unde r t he ausoices of the 
Colorado Co uncilll of 0 hur che s 

bACKGO ND OF T_E SITUATION 

There are in t he United ~ t ,tes about 1 32 , 000 Japanes e an~ . 
t h os e of J a _anese ancestry . lhe coastal area fro m Jhi ch t h e L 

J ananese are being evacuated includes more than one- half of 
Californi _, about two- t hirds of 'e shingt on , t v.o -fifth s of 
Oregon , t h e souther n two- f ifth s of Ari zona , and most of t h e 
lea~i ng cities of t he fo ~r states . The c~nsus of 1 940 r epor­
ted 112,353 Jaoanese in ~'liforni a , Ore gon , and ·'ash ington-­
Practically all of t hem living i n t he co ast al area s . Two-thi­
rds of these were merican citizens .by birth o The J a anese 
did not st2rt coming ~ o t h e United 0 t at es i n consider bl~ 
numbers unt i l 1900 . Som e of t ne first to arrive in t his coun­
try forun a. t h eir ay t o Color .do to work in t h e beet fi elds, 
' hi le others m d~ a re al contrivution to t h e building of th:e 
r a ilro .ds . 

1
,The 1h eodore oos evel t 2.dministra tion ·in 1 907, by 

its famous -entleman 1 s ·Agreement 11 ith t he J avanes e ~ovenment, 
secured the vol unt ary limitation of J anane$e i mmigr ants, 
re s triction it to offici als, tourjs ts , busines nd r ofes sion 1 
men , students , a nd t hose a l ready here to ether ~ i th t h eir f a­
milies o The I mmi gration La~ of 1 924 provi a ed no quot a s for 
r a ces ineligible to na turalization . Our 1 s permit n ~ turali­
zation of aliens of foreian na t i vi ty a nd Ne0roes of African 
nativit y, but do not e ~m1t thos e of F11 i nino , Chinese, Jao -
nese or Pol ynes i an ne.tivi t y to become citizens . Thi s i s an 
answer to the question- ---1ilhy don't , t hey go ba ck to J apan i f 
they are not willing to become citizens of Un i t d ~t ates . 
Ac cording to~the 19 0 census t here a re 75 Negroes for every 
1, 000 white mericans ~ and 1 of Jananese wxt r acrion f or every 
1,000 whi t e nmericans . · 

I SoEI , ISEI, KI BEI, 
'l'hese a r e t hree Jane.ne se ~~.:o rd.s meaning 11 first generation 1 , 

II II fl • second genera tion and ~econd generation ith some part of _ 
t heir education in J a an . The second generat i on- - born in t h i s 
country Br e citj_zens . You dll hear tne se cona. 11.1ord frequentl y , 
the other tv.o no ~ so often , but .? 11 three are imnort nt r.. S 

indi ca ting some o~ the ~e A scins ,hy t6i s auest ion of our(Jana­
ne se res i dents iB more complicated than tha t of either German 
or Italian r esidents . 

ORDERS 

· ~ . o~ eb~rar~ 19 , ~1942 , t~ e , Presideht o~ the United dtates 
. auLnorized tne e cr eLary of ap t o prescribe milita r y area 
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from which any or all persons may be excluded and with resp ect 
to which the righ t of any ' erson tQ~ enter , remai n in , or leave 
.s.hall b:e subject to vhat ever restrictions t h e ;:;ecretary of 

ar of t he ap- ropriate milit ary commande r may i muqse in.his 
disc:eetion, This . order apul: ed to an y J·a.panese , German , or · 
It alian aliens , a nd Arn ric ns ·· of Jaoanese ance s t r y . 

· · housands of J anane se . were on t ne move to inland centers 
the fir s t date of eva cua tion having passed , hile thousands 
were nreoaring t o mov e out by Feburary 24, the final date of 
remov~l . In the words of Attorney Genera1 Fr2nci is Biddle, 
: Intense t"mes such P S these a strange nsybhology grivs us , 

"Vv e ·a re ·op-pressed and fe Brful and a;pprenensive , I f we cannot 
get t he i mmediate cause, we are likely to vent our dammed- up 
energy on a scanegoat. rhet sort of psych ol gy is the ver y 
essence of totalit ari anism . On the oth er hand , civil liberties 
are t h e. es qence of the democra cy ,,.,,e ,re pledged to protect . ·11 

I 

THE JAPANESE~A1 ERICA- GROUP · 
I 

Po-oul a r rumor. has s nre d it that the American JaTanese 
are tricky and unreli able . .t:l. wise oman having much experienc~ 
eith er the ~~hi t e or yellow r a ces s cid : "There is no such thing 
as raci al . mono poly on dishonesty of honesty , and human nature 
is rem~rkably alike on this score in every land . " 

As to criminality , a study can be quoted which s h ows tha t 
in t he first 27 ye ars of ~ this century, of oyer t wo million ar­
rests for 11 causes in val ifornia , ; 'the criminal record of the 
Japanese · as only about h~lf as hi gh as for t he others infue 
st9.te . 

1he . children of t he se i mm iarants , being · merican born, 
~re American citi~ens, entitled to al l the privilege s of the 
B111 of RiQhts. rheir narents ere uermitted to come here un­
der constitutional l l- v!. - Thes e children are becoming of age , 
v· i th most of t h em no·~, in t heir ti11 enties . r As one lad· i)ut it , 
"Ve are Americans ~ 1th a r acial mask we cannot t ake o~;. Be­
ca.use ~ e look llke Je-~anese, p eo . le t:eeat us tha t 'Vlay . 

WHAT ABO UT LOYALTY 
Mr. Robert O' Brien, assistant dean of . the School of Arts 

and Science of t h e Univer sity of Washington, writes: · 
- "At the Universit y Gf · a shingtn:m we have over 300 Japanese 

Americ · .n ~tudents entolled , and the Univ·ersi ty employe s some 
t wenty Ni .sei as te a chers , l aboratory asRis t ants , and teaching 
fellows. Students of Ja9anese ancestry ho~d offices in stud~nts 
organiz ations and renresAnt the University on a thle t ic and 
non- a t hletic comuetition . 

11 m ·-lhis ah s ring in campus life has ~ elded close ties bet een . 
~tudents of 1Ja-oanese parentage nd ot ner under-graduates . 
So ass imil a t ed. are r.n·any of t he camp\ls Nisei that they refuse 



to celebrate the Jananese ~ictories over · ~ ·na and some even 
joined the .boyc ot t against shipping 1- a r sunplies to ~auan 
to y~ars ago ......... . 

· "Objective standards for measuring loyalty a re always 
difficult to set up , but a number of overt re~otions of the 
Nisei on the 6 ampu~ can be related. As t he officiaili in cha~gA 
of recommending draft deferment in t h e College of Arts and Sci­
enci, I have intervie Jed hundre _s of men re garding selective 
service, Last sprin~ (befo~ e rcarllHarbor) I noticed thaP 
ure.cticall v no American of J nanese e.ncestry h d ._ sked for 
.i. . v II II A . ' . 
deferment of · special jobs . fter the treacherous attack yon 
Har .ii, over a dozen Nisei called in ~Y offic~ to find out how 
to volunteer to fi ght fo~ the Uni ~ ed States . Of the recent 
members of t h e J enane?e ~tudents v1ub , I cbecked eig~ty-three 
who h?ve volunt eered or are servin2 under ~ele ctive ServiOe 
in the .t1.meri can Army. Other evidences of loye.l ty on t he P?.rt 
of t h e Nisei have been t heir sacrificial support of defen~e 
bond drives, a.nd __ the ,,_/act tha t oi;e gi rl in f .ive at the Uni - -
versi ty is i n ned vross First ~id Ciass . . 

_ Reports of S8botage by Ja.n.ane se residents in Hoijolulil on 
Vecember 7th . ~ere widely . circulated . . Although these report s 
ere offi cially denied by t~e chie f of nolice , t he president 

of t he Honolulu ChambAr of 0ommerce and t he dhairma.n of t h e 
Citizens Council of t.he city in cables to the Tol an Committee 
on b arch 14 , certain nol itici ans seiz~d t h e onnortunity of 
us in · them to turn t he J auanese question into . noli-tician 
footba).l . - · · 

RESETTLEIJ,.}_,l rr. 
- t the ,present time t h e Jananese ho h~ve come into 

Denver . and 9oloredo have voluntarily ~v e cuated fPom the Paci­
fic Uoast . Prior to evacuation or~ers , the Denv 0 r Ja a.nese 
1;;09ule.t ion was ap rozima tely 250 , and t he state 3, 000 . At . 
t h e nresent time it is . e s timated th t both rou sha ve at i~p 
le as t doubled t heir numbers ith ~dam s County, Denver County, 
~nd Ot~~o County , and . ~eld aunty lead ing . You wi~l ~ote 
t ha t this · consentration of Jananese parallels the Spanish­
spea ing ·oopulation groups , and t he l ar ge st numbers of both 
ar e in t he irrtEated ar~ as . 

S LALL Ii E APE HITLER? . 
Often this question is r a ised.: 11 ihy do t hese LTananese­

Americans have to leave the coast?" There are few d efense 
areas t hey have had t o leave because of roilit2ry necessity . 
The other areas they a re havina to lease because of t~e pres­
sure of small a ctive nolitical and economic group s . hese gro ­
ups have agitated sufficient hysteria to have ~arced t h e military 
to a ct in orde r fof the Japanese to ~e safe . l !O leadina rr 
reli gious authorit~es studying t he s ~tuation_ nn the coas t gave 
this conclusion : Military necessit y ha s 9l a yed only small 
ar t in the problemo Basic in this problem are the political 

advantages whi ch t hose in the gubern at~ri~l campa i gn on the 
coast can nlay to their o rn advantage ~ When one considers 
that e small political minority end ecomomic rouo a few 

.-
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II II · 
yea~s ago made t hese one in 2 thous and to r epresen t a yello 
peril, the repetition of t his same condition in was tim~ is a 
s i mple t h ing to crea te . The real urejudice i n our own ~tate 
wilJ. come from three gr oups : from those directl y cimoeting with 
the Orient . 1 economically : from t hose destined t o gain politi­
cally from the issue; to an extent from some ne s a ers; a nd 
to mfsgufud.ed people who commit infl amma tory acts and ords . 
The stoning of t h e indo 1s · of the Japanese M. E ~ Churcp of 

enver, t h e cartoon ~hi ch appe ared in a. · Denver pa-r;:>er recently 
incJ ting public opinion a a inst 2.ccent a nce of Japanese- Ameri ca!ls 

n reRi denti el arPas , t he ali~nment of some wtth irons in the 
n§l t ti ~Pl fire against t he ri.ghts of the Ja:Panese- Amer i can go 
up--- these are part of the p icture. 

THE PROBLEMS THESE i EEOBEE ARE FACING 

(1) HOUSING . Many of the evacuees a ttempted to rent ort buy 
4ouses in various parts of Denver and . other communities in the 
~t te , and due to pressure from t h e nei hbors and r ~ql s~ tate 
gr oups , vere forc ed tq move . In some cases t he reason given 
was tha t deeds of pro erty in certain ar eas carried Oriental 
exclusion cl auses . 

12) E!1 fLOYMEN T. From a record card k e-p t on the young be t li!Wen 
t h e ag e of 16 and 25 , parti cul arly those living i n and around 
Denver , it was discove'red that approximately t hr ee-fourths of 
t he group have finished Hi gh School , a nd many ar e college 
gr aduates , In addit ion a · score of other s have a ttended beaut y 
schools and trade s chool s of all kind~ . At present they a r e 
in need of fin ding j obs commensur a te i t h t h eir t r ain i ng and 
experience . Many are discou~aged by t h e treatment received at 
employment bu:Deaus , and b y employers 1rthe n au l~fi~g for jobs . 
It i s not uncimmon t h he ar such s t a temen t as : 'e are . 100% 
Americans , and. woul dn't t h ink of h iring J ananese- America n . ii 

(3) DI SCRIMI NAT I ON . Probably the most imnont ant problem i s 
t h t of discrinination . It crop s un in reg2r d to housin~ and 
employment, and one of the social agencies in Denver has had 
some c ~ls regar di ng t he ir policy to empl~y J ananese-Americans . 
Peo le fe el t hat this is un- American and a p.enger ous thing to 
do . Ho,.ever , i ndividuals Vlith t his vie 1 oint repre sent a very 
sm .ll minorit y o ±.' the nopulat.ion , nd. on the 1hol e X,h is a ency 
h9..s been commended f or it s nolicy by many people . Vv e a:ll .ij.ea r 
suoh t hings a s t h e folloving : · 
P (a} A1 1 the Japanes e eva cuees are dang er ous and should 
not ~be emnlo~ed be cause t hey are noly sending t heir money ba ck 
to J anen . (0 ee if you can fi gure out s ome sy of getting mail 
to J anan a t t h e present time ! ) 

(b) All Jaoanese .carry kn ives a nd t h ey all h ve shor t 
~a~e r adios and are in direct commun ication 1th J anan . 

(c) Japanese- mericans should not be hired in rest au­
r ants because t h ey till ~oison t he customer's food . 

May 1e a l l become committee of orie pledging ourselves 
not to r epeat rumor s . and to have the courage t o challenge such 
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remarks when made. Ask peonle to nrove such statements as the 
one listed above . 

It is im _,ortant a t t h is time to st .te t h ere re no Jana­
nese on t he public relief rolls in Denver or the State of .­
olorado, an~ only a small percentage have ever been on relief 

of Vt PA rolls, so ~ e do not need to fe el t hey ill become a pub­
lic charge . 

HAS rrnEEIG~DON A STAKE? 

Hi s to~ically , all reli gions have taugh t that behind the 
mo.sk 1rhich r~ e pl a ce unon people i s t h e universal broth erhood 
of m_n . 1he churches have a suty to J .Danese- mericans , and . 
the v riou s churches on t he co· .st have done much to be heln . 
hese Jananese-·mericans are 1ell.disnosed to follo the t~ ach­

ing s of Christi nity and to a ssume thei~ citiz enshi u re s: on s i ­
p_ili t;tes . · e must s t art -pr a cticing the gospel we he.ve nreached. 
"e mus t start mould i m: public opinion and 0ease li1J service . 
here are one- half million or m6re in t hi s Sta t e to Mhom noli­

tici ans 1ill listen if the church decides to become voe l and 
do so~ething . If t he church does not , it 111 deserve the 
benediction h ich t hose less cogniz ant if its creed of brother­
hood would be gl ad to pronounce over it . 

The enver Council of Churches and t h e Color2do Co~ncil 
of Churches t h e Denver Youn g omen ' s Christian Asso ci ation and 
other r~s.niz r,tions have committees orkim;r on t h i s problem . 
Several ~ommittees have bAAn au ointed and ~many clergymen and 
1 ymen have sho n a orofound concern over t he ~ elfare of eva­
cuee s . Few inst .nce f h ave been reported of anomo§ity by church 
groups to this problem . J ot .. ble 1 s t h e case of a sma11 · chrch 
in t h e st te hi ch exc1 ua efl ev ~ cue es from membership . Vh a t 
is nece s s ory is the definire comcerted a ction of a11 gr ou-os . 

11 1 D -he issue must be f ced . emo cr cy ill 2 0 .do .n first 
qf all on t h e rocks of r aci al prejudice· and discrimination . 
¥e cannot wait until the war is ov er . For one of t h e fund~men­

t al issues_ in this world-~ rvrar is that of r a ce eQ,uali ty or 
ineauali ty . i1 ·e see 1 t in ~urooe the Naz i emnhHsi s on t he sner-
~or r ace . e see it in Asia , in Japan , in China , i n In~is . 
Ve cannot ait--the crises is uoon us , It is unon ou~ ~ o~ld 
-- he t her the uh i te nronle os t he earth ~o t h emselves re a 
minority a r e 

1 
illi n,Jg to knoi.J it or not . \ ill m.t be .gain a 

quest ion of 'too little democra cy on our nart~--and too l a te? 
" ' e must moves i ftly and. a t once. e must see to it 

that all Ameri cans shall have equal economi c OTfl.JOrtuni ty and 
that colored neonle in t h i s democrecy shall not suffer insult 
bee use of t heir color .. Is democrAcy ri ght ot is it Virong? 
If it i s ri glit , then let us d re to mak e it true . " 

~an you begin with yourself, asking such ·auestions a s 
"Ho ! do I feel about t he J ananese , the Negro , t h e Spanish-
speaking? 11 

11 o I feel t h ey sh ould. have equal onnorturiit ies , 
and am I ri l ling tha t t hey should 1Vo r k with me , live in my 
nei f? hborhood, and go to my church? 11 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION 

1 . Use s _ eakers and ritten mat erial a s aids to getting 
essential fact of the situ tion before groups in your church . 
2 . Work rith committees wbi ch rill meet Vi ith the civic 
leader , news~aner editors , and noli t ical le _ders , in an effort 
to secure their id in cre , __ t in?: a more enli ghtened nubl i c opi ­
nion . 
3 o nc6urag e nolitical le8ders ho have t aken a f evorRble 
s t and on this question and rite your Co ngressmen to o nose 
legisla tion t 1 ing away the Ci ti zenshi p ri p-hts of Amer ican- bo.rn 
Japanese . . 
4 . - Assist in meeting the housin nd emnloyment nroblems . 
The coo~eration of re -ltors , renters, emnloyer grouns, and 
welfa~e ~genc~eR, should be s ought . 
5 . CoorAra te in t he relocati on ef f orts . I f furthe r reloc ation 
is ~Armitted from t he coastal re s , it ~ill be through ederal 
apnroval . h is 'ill mean that ne ~ eva cuees , iri addition to · 
t ho_se alre ady in our midst , will need. our help . It is su~gested 
t hat you keep in touch Vii th grouus Vi .i t ·hin t he st a te 1or kin 
on these problems . 

BY COLORADO COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
~ a ck Bui lding , enver', Color do . 


