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RACE TENSION: SECOND PHASE

By Carey MeWilliams

The development of race tension in the United States is
now raplidly paessing into 2 new and falrly distinct nhase.

Up to Janusry 1, 1943, rzece friction hed steadily increased;
but since then frietion hae changed t» teneion, an? tensionn,
in turn, to aggressions of unmistaksble seriousness uron col-
ored grouvs in this eountry.

The verbal exhortations and makeshift exvedients of the
esrliee, or frletion, veriod, have not much apnlicability to
the present emergency. For what makee the new phase particu-
larly dangerousilis that reaction 1e now consciously seeking
to take the initiative from the democratic forcesws on this,
a8 on most other, issuses relsted to “he qar. "Reaction al-
ways crystallizes," as Clude Williames recently ~heerved,

"in direct nronortion to the effectiveness of the challenge
to the etatvs quo by progressive forces." The detroit, Beau-
mont, Los Angeles, snd Harlem riots clearly indicate the
existence, in each case, of an unmistakably resctionary pat-
tern. Reaction is obviously determined to nrevent further
concessions to colored Americans, and also to exnloit race
tenglion for itw own purposes.

The report of Judge Willian Hy.Hsstie to the National
Lawyers Guild serves %to illustrare the drift of events. Judge
Hastie points out that five Negro soldiers were killed or
wounded during the first three months of this yesr through
assaults upon them in civilisn communities. The situation
here presented is not friction incident to changing rele-
tiofdehlip, but of overt and serious assaults upon members of
a colored group. The attacks themselves are a direct out-
grouth of 2 series of more or less tentative assaulte against
Negro soldiers which took place during 1941 and 1942. The
fact that swift officlal reprissls were not forthcoming at
the time merely encouraged civilian riffraff elements to make
attacks of a more serious character. Judge Hastie correctly
aporaises the situaaticn when he notes in the renort that
"both the serisusness of this form of lawlessness and the lack
of any effective methods of ceontrol have become more important
and increzeingly grave in thelr implincetiona.

The fight which Negroes have heen making on the West Coast
to outlaw Jim-Crow locale in ithe shinyards is etill 2 further
indication that the struggle for rnnﬁﬁ1 equelity has enferd
a new phase. Negro shpyard workers sre not merely “nrotesting
disecrimination: thev are in ovpen rebe’lion againet it. The
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PBrincipal union involved has been turning their names in to

the management for non-payment of dues and, in accordance with
existing contracts, has been demsnding their dischargze. But
the Negroes will not continue to pay dues in the union 28 long
as they sre segregated in Jim=-Crow locals. Here a clesr-cut
ossile has been joined in such a manner thet the federal govern-
ment can scarcely avold s direct declsion of a most fundamental
cherzcter. The cese 1s of more than nsassing siegnificance be-
cause of the determination which Negroee have shown. This
determination is itself a sicn of the times.

The way in which anti-Oriental prejudice is being artifici-
ally stimulsted and carefully orzenized on the Wegt Coast is
anlther 1lluetration of the same trend. Prior to Jenusaryll,
1943, there had been 1ittle recent artificisl stimulstion of
this o0ld issue. But since the first of the yesar, reactionary
groups heve heen organizing s systematic sssault unon Orientele
on the Cosst. Since virtually all those of Japanewe descent
heve been removed from the area, this acgression hae taken
the form of whet Max Lerner cslls "psychic imperiallism," but
bthe significance of what is hapvening is not to be minimized
because of this fact, For i1t is becoming apparent that anti-
Oriental feeling is beinz deliberately orgesnized for pertisan
politiecsl nutposes.

In biew of the key imnotvance of Californie in the 1944
campalgn, it i1s quite likely that the Renublicans may nominste
Governor Earl Warren for Vice-President. If Warren =lould
br nominated, I predict he will attemnt to ewing California
‘into the Republicen column by making a direct itssue of the
"Japanese problem." There is 2lso reason to believe that the
Hesrst nress has been deliberately playing up existing race
tension in the country to create devesion within the Democratic
Party. Certainly there is no doubt that anti-Orientsl feel-
ing in Californis is belng artificiaslly cultivared for the
purpose of directing nublic opinion--to the richt, By and
large, the anti-Oriental resolutions being adopted 2ll over
the state can be trsced back to not more than four or five
key organizetions. It is siznificant that these resolutions
are more or less identical in vhrasing, and are alwaue presen-
ted to organizations for concurrence rather then having sarisen
apvontaneously within particular grouns.

New racist nressure groupns have recently been organized in
the state, such as the Pacific Probleme Study Group and the
Home Front Commsndos, Inc., of Sacrasmento (which 1mst-named
organization is flooding Californies with racist pamphlets and
throwawsys). The chief financial surnorter of this curious
organization is Mr., C. M. Coethe of Sacramento. Several times
2 millionsire, Mr,Coethe is the founder of the Eugenirs
Soclety of Northern California, formerly an active member of




(73 )

the Sacramento Council of Churches, =nd currently the public
relations director for the Northern Californis Council of Ch-
urches. In msekingz remittances to the Home “ront Commendos,
Mr. Goethe is always careful to reguewt that no uee be made
of his name. He is 2lso one of the chief financial support-
ere of the California Joint Immigration Committee-the main
source of anti-Oriental proragands in Californlia today.

Alded by these and other organizations, the Costello sub-
committee of the Dies Committee has recently demonstrated how
effectively vooular hatred of Japanceanynby=trude kind of poli-
tical ambivalence, be transferred to some 70,000 American ci-
tizens of Jananese encestry. Since the apneal to hatred is
made strictly in racist terms, the €ffect is to heighten race
tension in genergl. It ghould also he noted that, in this
movement, one can detedt a self-conscious effort to make the
enti-Oriental agitation 2 part of the war dffort. That 1is,
groups and individusles are repeatedly told that certain mea-
sures must be taken szainst the resident Japanese ss a vart
of the wor effort as a means of winning the war. This tyve
of rropaganda 1s snreading eastward, as evidenced by the
following comment from an editorial in s recent issue 6T the
Detroit News: "The more we are chliged to loosk into the naturee
of the Jan 2s revealed in thie war, the more %e incline to
wonder what 1s the highest common divisor of the races of man-
kind, to what degree we are really broth rs under the skin."

It is tinterestinz to compsre the recent "hearings" of the
Costello sub-committee (so-called in detozstion of Mr, Dies
because of the circumetance that Mr. Costello intends to be
a candidste for United StatesSBenstor in 1944) with the first
Congressional inquiry into the Oriental problem on the West
Coast. At this initisl inquiry in 1876, it was avnarent from
the testimony thet most Californians were firmly convinced

(a) that 211 Chinese were untrustworthy a2nd (B) that no
Chinese person was to be helieved under osth. No cne in Calif-
ornia todsy--with the possible excertion of former Attorney
General U. S. Webb-will reveat these 0ld calumnies against
the Chinese; but there is general public acquiescence in the
same charves when directed Japanese Americans. The exemption
of the Chinese, however, iec reallu more a matter of courtesy
than of beliec. A minor rurpose of the current furore gbout
the Japanese Americans, for instance, is *to defeat the leégls-
lation now pendinz in Congress deqicne4 o relax the immigra-
tion lawe on behslf of the Chinese. %hile local racist nres-
sure groups do:not, at the moment, dare invelgh in vublic
against the Cnlneqe, they can c“eqte such & general excitement
over the Jananegse thet »rople will conclude, as they are con-
cluding, that "now is no time fo tamper with the immigration
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laws." '"White suvremacy" may sgin become 2 major volitisal
war crg in California. It can be readily demonstrated in most
cagses that the pregsure grouprs now onerating sre aw violently
opposed to Negroes and Chinese snd Filininos as they afe to
Janenese, end fcr the same reasnne. Here =gain, the current
anti-Oriental agitation involves, not sn instance of rage
friction, but a calcuslted, well-finsnced, and skillfully dg-
rected camnaien to arouse hatred of colored Americans and,

by reisinz the race issue, swing nublic oninion to the right.

What the next phace in the develonment of race tension will
br depends, of course, uron many vsriasble and contingent faec-
tore. The develonments since the firet of the yeer indicate
that the immediate prosvect 1s for more trouble. It therefore
becomeg imperative tn ettsek the entire nroblem in an orzanized
aystemetic manner. Zerliminary to xuch sn effort, however,
there should be thorough-going invectigation of the riots
which heve occurred this year and of the pressure groups which
are onerating, so that the people can be made to realize there
are groups in existence which seek to organize raeisl animosi-
ties and latent prejudices for selfish nolitieal of economic
purposes. Once such a demonstration has been made, 1t should
then be possible to point up a curative vrogram.

For euch a progrsm, we must have, first of all, ss John
Gollier and Saul K. Pacsover gsay elsewhere in fhese pageg, a
poliey." I pointed out in Brothers Under the Skin that our
first assignment is "to esteblish the vrinciple that, as s
matter of national nolicy, there shall be no discriminstion
agsinst individusls because of race, color, creed, or country
of national oriein. Such a statement seems innocuous; but it
is the erux of thé matter. For once such s nationsl nolicy
has been proclaimed (and we have already attemnted to 4o so),
then it can be imnlemented in 2 limitless variety of ways."
Onre we heave such a policy clesrly enuncisted, we can forge
ahead with the twin tools of the educationasl, advisory, and
tronblé-chooting Bureau nof Ethnie Democracy propneed by Mr,
Collier and li»., Padover, and of legislative enforcement of
the Bi1ll of Rights. We would have a base from which to on=
erate in the pesesage of & Fair Racie) Practice Act, with en-
forcement in the hande of en adminietrngtive agencv; far wining
out restreoctive covenants, for dutlawing the noll tax in fed-
eral elections, for eliminating discerimination in industry
and trade uniong, for removing racism from our immigration
policy, for pushing forward zenerally with the unfinished
businege of democracy.
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In bringing about the formulation of such a poliey and

imrlementing such & pnrogrem, much denénds, in the immediate
future, unon the extent to whish the neople themselves will
become active and articulate, will wounter the organized for-
ces of 111 will with creenized ooodwill., The fact that there
will be a Presidential election in 1944 oreates more than a
suspbeion that the Administration cannot be relied upon to
take the initiative in launchinz g counteroffensive against
the growth os race tension, or to assert the tyne of vigorous
leadership needed. But the people so not need to walt for
the Administration *2 asct; nor are they doing so. Since the
first ofthe year, there has been an enormous increase in the
numver of interraclial committees, of anti-discrimination com-
mittee, of so-called "2ood conduct" committees. Their wide-
enread geogravhical distrivution indiecafes thet the people

at the bsee of Amerlcan soclety are “Femeelves bezinning to
bhe *Hﬂ“ﬂ"vh1y aroused to the dangers inherent in racist pro-
pagenda Extremely important occunationsl snd functional gr-
oups have tnderteken similar activities. The forthcoming
Conference on Ame ican Racial snd Nationa Unity scheduled for
Sentember 11 and 12 in Chicego will probebly result in the
ctegtion of a nation-wide committee that can co-crdinate the
activities of local groups and hegin to exert national
pressure unon the Administration snd Congress)

In thts whole counterof’ensive, the peonl=s grs pf vital
importance. In view of the existerce of so meny rotentially
hopeful manifestatioris of intellizence snd goodwlll, dt 1s
irportant that *he prop’e be gilven a sense of conflidence in
their ability to achieve what they have undertaken, and a
new perspective on the oroblems of race which will encourage
them to redouble their present asctivities on the locel end
netional level. In the pset when Americans ceame at the pro-
blem, 1t was with s half-hesrted, tentstive, and dublous
approach. The implicetion had always been that the attltudes
involved could only be changed by a long-ranze educational
proceses. Obviougly 2 stronzer dunamic muet be supplied if
peovle sre reslly to meet the challenze imrlied in recent
aggreseiong upon raclal grouns. New persnectives indicate
that such a dynamic is already at work. If the immedialeéec
outlook 1s grave, it i¢ largely because 8o much improvement
has alresdy teken vnlace; It ies imnortant to recognize that
one reason race tend8ion is mounting today 1is orecisely because
racial groupe have heoen maeking important advances toward equal-
1ty of recent years. The nesrer they achieve such equality,
the moepe inftense the opposition i1ia likely to become.
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What =11 America needs to know snd understand is that our
racial problem has never been static. Such profound changes
have occurred in the relationshins involved that, =g a matter
of fact, the dimensions of the nroblem hsve been basically
reduced. The American Nesows of fifty years ago or even of
twenty-five yeers ago. So much is zenerslly recognized. But
what 1s not so generally recognized is that "we" too sre chang-
ing and have changed; thst out culture ie itself under-going
nrofound modifications. Sccietel pressures are at work in
the world todsy, as DPr. Odum recently oberved, which are making
for an integrstion of all pneov;ee in all areas inPto a common
world culture. If these pressures are at work in the world,
we can rest sssured they are operative in the United States.
We need an action vrrogram, therefore, geared to what ie reslly
a very dynamic situation. The "edging slong" process certainly
does not fit the present emergency.

If thec so-called technique of cultursl enslysis be apvlied
to the problem of race tension, some important further peps-
pectives can be ascqutred. The underlying assumntion of this
technigue, as Mr. Ernest S. Griffith has noilnted out, is that
the e 1s glwaye a2 basiv tendency for all major ekements in a
culture to achieve z substantial harmony each with the other.
A major change in any major cultural segment introduces an
element of instability in the culture as & whole and sets in
motion changee or sdaptations in the other major segments.

The major chage in out culture is associated with the vast
technologicel advancement of recent years, varticulsrly in the
economic field. "Changes end crisee which occur oh the
economic lével," to quote Dr. Robert E. Park, "where human
relationshipns are relatively abdtract and imnersongl, must
bring about revercussions on every other levet....Whern changes
on the economlic level are more rapid than chances on hthe
politicel and religious lévels, the soliderity and efflclency
of socliéty on every other level are inevitably eoffected.

In general, thie i1is what hss been hanmenine in American
society. There hae been a definite "cultural laeg," in that
soclal snd vnolitical relationsihtp heve not changed as®ravidly
as the economic. The result is "erisis" and "tension." This
ig important for us to understand. It underlines our primary
need for a set of mechanisms, at the local and the national
level both, by which thses requisife adjustmente in social
and political relationshins can can be made. In the long run
they will be made. Actually they are already taking nlace in
American society now. It is in part because they are taking
place, and in larger nart because they are about to take
rlede, that oppositionel forces have tended Bo crystallize.
Reslestance stiffens; counteroffensivee sre delibefstely laun-
ched, as in Detroit, Beaumont, and Los Angeles. Ugly as this
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reaction most certainly 1is, it should not of itself dlscour-
age the forces of goodwill and dishearten them for the job
ahead. It 18 in a real sense a measufe of the progress made
by raclal grouns in recent years and particularly since the
war, en indicetion of the extent of their challenge to the
62d status quo. It ie a sien of the times. It is the place
to 2o on from. We can move eilth the times and make the ad=
Justments efficiently, sensibly, snd quickly; or they can be
brought about as a result of vidlénee and protracted struggle
thet will only delay, not ultimetely vreve nt, Tinal zchicwe-
ment. There are evolutionary forces at work in out soclety
stronger than the reactionary forces that would block them.

"It goes without saying," runs a recent editorial in the
Michigan Chronicle, "thet the democrescy of which we dream can
never be reslized in thie country until the gap between our
peonles ie brideed. The i1llusory concept of a bleck nation
within our nation no longer blinde out ovnup to the fact that
a functioning democracy 1s nreciceted uron complete equallity
among all peovles, and that the narrow nationegelism of any one
group becomes sn obstacle in the way of comnlete equality.

The doctrine of white supremescy and the nhilosobhhy of Negro
nationalism are twin evils which thwart national unity in peace
and in war and play into the hads of faseist forces at home

and abroad. The New Negro American has renounced this narrow
nationalism, snd the New White Ameridan hss reengnized the
peril to world peace in the doctrine of white suvremacy. These
emerging groups in out siciety which have csught the profound
overtones of this worldwide war for freedokh must come together
in 2 common gight for a new world order. This is the hope 6f
no visionsry, but rather the only recourse left to those among
us whec dare tc believe in a new world of freedom and equsality
«..In some respects, the New Americans, black and white, are
making progress even in this period which is fraught with
racism and hate."

The very fact that this edirorisl snesks in terms of
"emerging grouns" and "New Americans, blsek and white" 1e a
recognition of the all-impértabht fact that our culture is chan-
ging, and more rgnidly perhaps than we imagine. Alert to these
factors of cultursl change, we need to sdont progcrams based
upon an understanding of what i1s actually havpening in American
l1ife now=not upon the assumption of a sgeiasl equilibrium that
existed, say, in 1905. We need to talk-21l1l of us-in terms of
a New America, not in terms of temporizing with reaction, of
appessing roce bigots, and of a gradualiem utterly out of
keeoing with the forces o of the times.
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Carey MeWilliams 1sca familiar contributor to these
peges. Hig redent book, Brothers Under the Skin (Li-
ttle, Brown. $3) ig an indispensable volume for eve-
ryone sesrching to understand and heal inereasing
race tensions in America. It should be on the shel-
ves of every high school and public library in the
country and in the hands of a1l CG resders. Examin-
elosely the rroblems of "color" in America,




lr. MeWilliams discusses the Negro, the Chinese ,
Japanese, Mexicen, Filinino, and other Americans,
correlates the probleme involved, and charts a con-

gstructive and workable method of pasarosch to cor=-
“recting them.




