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By Ca rey M ~Williams 

The d ev elonment of race tension in the United States is 
now rapi dly na s s in? into a new a nd fairly ~istinct nhas e . 
Up to Janua ry 1, 1943 , ~~~e fr i ction he~ steadi ly increased ; 
but since t h en friction has chan g ed. :,.., ~ens ~"""', c."ri~ t-o!"lc::d 0"; , 

in turn , to aggr essions of unm1staka~le seri ousne s s u 1on col­
ored grouns i n t his ~ountry . 

The v erbal exhortations ana ma~eshift exne~ients of the 
e arli e~, or f~lct ion, n er iod , have not much annl icability to 
t h e present emer~ency . For v,h e.t mwke e the ne w nhase ne.r ticu­
l arly da nsero u s ~ is tha t rPaction is now consc1nusly seekin~ 
to tak e t he initi at ive from the democra tic force~ on this, 
as on most other , is suses rel e tea to ~~e qgro "Reaction a l -
Jays crystallizes," as Clude Willi amR rP~~n~ly ~hQP~v~A, 
"in di r e .t ~ on or ti on ta t h e eff ectivenes s of the challeng . 
to the stRt · 1 quo by p r ogrAssive forces . " The detroit, B~au­
mont , Los An ~P1es, end Harlem riots clearly i~~lcat A the 
existence, in eR ch case , of A"n unmistakably reactiona .. ry pat­
tern. RAsction i s obviou~ly dP terminPd to nrevent further 
contJA<: s ions to col0red Amertce.ns, .~rid also to ~ - --)101 t rac~ 
tenslon f or itm own nurnoC\e B. 

The report of JudgP "'1_ llipn H,. Ha s tie to the Na.tional 
Lawyers Guil e. ser veR - +.:o illustre. j ., (-~ .... h e c;.r-i f't of ev f'nt ~ G J't·.< "'~ F 
Eastie n oint s out t hat five Negro soldiers were ki l led o~ · 
·rounfl ed dur in ?.: t h e first t rn·ee ::no ~. t h _. of this ye ,~ r t hroush 
ass aults upon ·them in c i ,- ~- :!. it.n comrnuni ties . Th P si ~ ~1 a~i0r: 
be~e presented is not fricti ~~ incident to chan 2 i~ ~ rel 2-
ti0tlship , but of overt Pnd s er i ous ass aults up ~ m~mbers of 
a colored group. rrt P a ttacks themselves are a d!rect out­
~rowth of a series of more or l ess tent e tive assaults against 
~ egro sold iers which t ook nl a ce durin g 1941 and 1942 . The 
fac t t h~:i.t s ~~; if t u :' :'i : i &~l rer)ri sa.ls were n o t forthcoming at 
the t i me m er~l y en co ur aged civili 8n riffr8ff elements to make 
attHck s of .9 mo re s erious cha r ~1cter . J u;:i " __ e f-Ls stie correctl y 
<i.r·nrr-=1 j_ s es. t he sit l . . , c 1 ': r en he notes i n t he r enort the.t 
" b~th the s eri~usness o f th i s fo r m of l awl e Asne s s And the l a ck 
of any ef fect i ve ~e tho d s of c ont r~l have become more import ant 
enc1 incrPss i nqJy gr~v e i n t hei r ~- ~nl i~<")+1"n~ .. 11 

The f i ght ~hi e~ Ne~ro e s h2ve ~e e n maki nz on t h e West Coast 
to outl e.\~.' Jim-Cro1·.1 locals iYl ·t he shinye.r r1 s is still A. f urthers 
i n cU cat l on t .'t:. p t th e st r u2· P.: l e f n r r n ~ i ? , 0 -"" n P 1 -. t v ~'1 s s ET c ., 

:), nt-w.· Dhas e . N1?gr o shn yard wo r ker s c.ire not merely ''12.rotesting" 
d i s cri :tl i nation : they c-re i n onen reb ellion ~ai-nst t t . 'I

1he 
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~ri ncinal union involved hRs b Pen turnin2 their names in t o 
the mana~ement for non-nayment of aues aiia , in accorda nce ~ith 
existin2 contract s, has been dern?n~in g t~Pir ~i R~h~r2P . But 
t he N P::sroe s ~1 11. l not continue to rm y a_ue s i n t b e union ?_S 1 ong 
as t h ey ere sPgregate~ in Jim~ Crow locs ls . Here a cleer-cut 
o ssie has been j oi ne~ in such a man ner th~t the fe de r a l ~ overn­
ment can scarcely eroid a ~ire t ~ecision of e moAt fundament ~ J 
~her~0t~r . The case is of more thPn nessin2 s1~nificance be­
ceusP of the f!etermin!)t ion which Jp2r0Pe ,~1r-iirA sS.o n . This 
~PtPrmin P tion is itself a siqn of the times . 

The v.if!y in mhic:1 Rnt i-Oriental nreJucUce is being ::irtifici­
aily Pti~ul9ted Pnd c ~ refu ly or7onize . on the WPst -Coast is 
a. n J_ the r i1 l u e tr At i on o f the s B_m e tr en a_ • P :r i or t o J Q nu fl.r y · 1 , 
1943 , t here ha~ been little recent ar tifici al s timul a tion of 
t his old issue . But stnce the first of the ye ~. r , reantionBry 
groups hPve been orqanizinQ e svs~ematic qssault unon Orientals on the Co~1st . Since vtrtu.8lly all those of Janane"1e a.escent 
heve been removed fro m the Are A, t h is aggre ss ion has tAken 
the form _of '"1hp_t M9 x Lerner calls 11 n s ychic iTineriellism," but 
the significance of what is h Rn~ening js not to ~e minimized 
because of this fact , For it is bAcoming anparent that anti­
Oriental feeling is bein Q'. deliberatelv or.~2 n i z ed for nc: "+:isB_n 
nolitical nu tno~es . - LJ ~ 

In bier of t he key im--; ot y.s.!'lce of Cali.forn i e. in the 1944 
camnaign , it is quite likely t hat the Renubl i c ans may nomin at e 
Governor Earl War r en for Vice-President . I f Wa r ren sijoula 
br n ~ minated , I nredict he will ~ttemnt to swin g Cali~ornia 

·1 n o the Renublican column by making a dir~ct i ssue of the 
•
11 Japaneee nrobl~rn . 11 There i s also reason to believe that t h e 
Hesrst nress has been del i berately ul aying un exi sting race 
tension in the country to create devesion withi n the Democratic 

arty . Certainly there is no ~oubt thet anti - Oriental fe el­
ing in California is being artificia1ly c ultive~ed for the 
uur~ose of 0irecting nublic oninion-- to the ri~b~o By 9nd 
large , t he anti -Oriental rPsolutions bein ~ adonted all over 
the st ate c an 1.J e tr8 ct 1.--_ ba c k to not more than four or five 
key or~anizations . I t is signifi cant tha t theRe resolutions 
are more of lPss identical in nhras in? , s nd are alwaus nrese~­
ted to or~ anizRtt0nR for concurren ce rather thRn having ariRen 
anontaneously withtn narticular grouns . 

New rPcist nreasure 2rouns h eve recently been or~anized in 
the stRte, such RS the P8ciftc Problems Stu~y Groun and the 
Home Fr ont Co~~9nflos, Inc., of SRc~qmento (w~tch l~st-nqmed 
or~nnization is flo0din~ Co 1 iforniq with racist namnhlets and 
throwp 1riRys ) . 'The ch ief -- fi nanciBl sunnorter of this curiouR 
organize,tion is Hr . C. M. Goethe of SAcramento . Several times 
2. mill ione ire, l": r , Goethe is the fo undPr of the EugoPni0s 
Society of Nor thern California, formerly an Rctive mAmber 0~ 



S acr~mento Co un cil of Churches , Rnd current l y the nubli c 
rel ations director for the f orthern Cal i fornia ·council of Ch-

~ · urches . I n making remittances to the Home ront Commandos , 
Mr . Goet he is alr,,ia.ys careful to requewt that no use be mad:e 
of hiR nam e . He is also one of the ch ief financial sunport ­
ers of the Cr_li!fornia Joint Immi grat ion Cornrni ttee- the m~.in 
sou~ce of ant i-Orientol prooagan~a in Calt~ornia today . 

Aided by these and other or~aniza tions , the Costello sub­
committee of the Dies Cornmitte~ has recently demonstrated. hon 
effectively -oonular hetred of Japan i~ can-," ': b~ .:- bru .. . e kind of nol i­
tical ambivalence , be transferred to some 70,000 American ci ­
tizen s of Jananese ancestry . Since the apn Rl to h2tred is 
made strictly in racist terms , t he ~ffect is to he i ghten r~ce 
tension ~" ~ en~~al. I t sh0uld also be noted that , i n this 
movemen t, one can aetedt a self-consciou~ effobt to make the 
ant i - Oriental agitation a part of the w~r dffort . That i s , 
groups a~~ inA1v1~uels arP repeatedly told that certain mea­
sures must be taken a2ainst the resident Jaoanese as a uart 
of the vjo r effort as a means of winnin .Q'. the qa r . This tvne - - ,, -

of nropaganda is snreading eastlard , as evidenced by the 
follo~ing comment from an editorial in a recent iRsu~ ~t the 
Detroit News : "The more we a~P ohliged. t o loak into thP n a tune '-' 
of the Jpn ~~ revealed in this war , the more te incline to 
wonder ~hat is the highest common div~sor of the races of man­
kind , to ,,,1ha t a e2ree ''e A.r e really brot:li rs und.er t bf! skin . " 

It is tinte.resting to cornnPre the recent 11 hearings 11 of the 
Costello sub- committee ( a- called in detoqation of g~ . Dies 
because of the ~ircu .otance tb2t Mr . Cos .ello inten~s to be 
a candi~Rte or United S e tes3 ena tor in 1944) with t h e first 
Congress ional i nquiry into the Or1ental nroblem on the est 
Coast . · At this ini tial inquiry in 1876 , it TT,"as annarent from 
the testimon y t: hQ t most Ca.lifornia.n.s were firml. conv need. 
(a) that All Chinese were untrust 1orthy and (B ) hat no , 
CM nese person '~ 1 as to he oelievPd unCl f:" -r o.!:.:.th . No one i n Calif­
ornia today--with the nossible excention of former Attorney 
General U. S . Webb-will r~neat these ala calum ieB against 
the Chinese; but there is gen0ral nuhlic acqu i esc~nce in the 
same char \' '3S when direct Pd. Japanese Amcrl cans . The exempt ton 
of the Chinese, however, is reallu more a matter of cou~te 0 y 
tba.n of be1 ~ Pq c A r"l 1""'1-r ""'llrnose of the ~urrent fUr' O'Y"e about 
the Japanese Americans , for inFitance, is t:0 c1.efP-a t the le?'iS­
lB.t ion now nenct · nf! in Conqres ct a esi2'nec1 no rel A_x the immi2ra­
ti on lav-s on behelf of the Chinese . ~ Wh ile local racist T)res ­
sure 2roups do. not, at t he moment , dare invei~h in nublic 
again~t the Chinese, they can creRte such a ~eneral excitement 
over the Ja~anese that ~rople will conclu~e , as they ~ re con­
cl udin.g , that 11 now is no ti me to t~muer ,~· t th the immi~ra_ t ion 
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laws . 11 "White t?Unremacy i' may .9gin become a mBJor nolitieal 
v:a r cry i n 0Hliforn1a . It .can be readily demonstrated in mo s t 
casPs . that the nressure grouns nov onerating a re as violently 
onoosed to N e~~oes Bnd Chinese ~nd Fil1ninos ss they a~e to 
Ja'0enese, 2nn-f(' 1 ' the same reaC!rrns . Here ::igai.n , the current 
anti-Oriental agitation invol ves, not en in~t ance of ra~e 
friction, but a calcuelted , well-finRnce~, an~ s~illfull y ~~­
rected cemnaiqn to 8rous e hatred of c~lored AmPrican Q and , 
by raiR ·in~ the race issue, Rwing nubl i c on inion to the ri ~ht. 

Wha t t he next n ha e e i ri the d. e v ~ l ()n rn P n t 8 f r R c e t P n s 1 c n ,,., 111 
br ~enen~s , of c0UY'GA, uDon many ~art0ble an~ continqPnt fac­
tors . The ~evelonments sincP the first of t he year in~ icat~ 
that the 1mmedi8te orosnect ls for mo~e trouble . I t therefore 
becomes imnerative to ett?nk the enti re nroblem t n an or2anized 
aystematic manner . lerliminqry to xuch an effort , however, 
thAre shn1ld be t horou~h-goin ~ inv Pct i ~ation o f the riots 
which h '"'.''e occurre <·1. this yeRr - a n d of the n ressure grou s whi ch 
erP one .'e.t in 1~ , so thnt the neopl (' can be mad e to rPa i 7..e there 
a re grouns in existence which seek t0 or~Rnize r 8ciel anirn0si ­
ti es - and laten nrejudices f or selfish nolitisal of economic 
nurnoses. On ce s uch a ~emonstration has been m de , 1t should 
t hen be oossible to point un a curat ive nrogr am . 

For such a nro2ram , we must have , first 6f Rll , 98 John 
Collier and Saul R. Pasover say elsewhere in t hPse na?es , e 
pol icy . 11 I no int e d out in Bro t he rs Un rt e r t he S k ~ n that our 
first assignment is "to es tablish the nrinciD1e that , as a 
matter of nat lon Rl nolicy , there Rhell be no Qiscrimination 
aga inst individuals be cau se of ra ce, color, creed, o~ cnuntr¥ 
of netionel oriqoin . Such a statement seerrs innocuous; but 1 t 
is the crux of th ~ manter . For onc P such a na t ional no icy 
has bPen nroclaime~ (Rnd we havP alreqdy attemntP~ to 1 ~ so) , 
t ~en 1 :tJ C' An be 1nin1 em en t e r1 i n A. 1 i mi t 1 e s s v ~ r 1 et y of ,,, e. y s • '' 
Onf"e we hnve such a pol icy clP.Prly enunciRtea., we can for~e 
ahead with thP twin tools of the PdncationAl , an_visory, and 
tr nub la._ ch 0 o ting Bur P ~ u n f Eth n i 11 Democracy n r on n q P n. by Mr . 
Collier and M~. Paaov0r, an~ of lP2lAlative enforcemen t of 
the Bill of Rights . We would h8ve · e bcisP from •1·h i.ch to onp 
erete in t~P nePS[!P'P 0f 8. ~ei.r Ra oi.e1 Pr8ctiCP Act' n,r i th e!1-
for.cement in thP han(9 ~ Of an Rnm1 -n-1 c.'1·..,... a t; u~ v"; ':"'l"l,._V; "'""~ m1!)ing 
out restro~ttvP covPnentR, for outlawing the noll tax in fp~­
eral e]Pctions , for ellmtnating discrimination in industry 
and tr2de untons, for rP~ovln2 rBcism from ou- tmmt~ration 
nolicy , for nushin~ fnrwRrd qenPrally with the unf ini ~ he~ 
business of democracy. 
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In bring_ng about the formulation of such a nolicy and 
imrylementin~ such a . orng~em , much den~nds , in the immediate 
future, unon the extent to ~hi ~h the neonlP themsPlves will 
be.come actj ve and articulate , wil 1 ~ounter · the or~an1 ze0 f("l""'­
ces of ill ~ill -lth ~~q"n1~~~ ~00~ 1111. Th . fact that there 
will be a res idential election in 19~~ JrPates mo~e than R 

susnmcion that the Anminis trn tion cannot bf' reli~d upon to 
take the init i at iv~ in launchin2 e counteroffensive against 
the growth os race tension, or to assPrt the tyne of vig 0 ~ous 
l eadershin nee~efl. But the n e oolP ~a nnt nPPd tn "a it for 
the A~m1nt~tretion +~ act; nor arP they doin~ so. Since the 
fi~st ofthe yeAr, there hRs been An enormous incrP ase in the 
nu nver of interracial co~mittees , of anti-~i scriminat i o n com­
mit tee , of so-called " 2'ClOd conduct 11 commi.. ttees . Their w1c1e­
snread geo granhical di~trivution in~i~nf~s th2t the neonle 
at t he b'3Q e of American society arD -'J·"' Fm Pel ves beginnin'._2'. to 
1Jc ths"Y>nP_O'h] y crs-used. to the fianf.2'.P"".,S inht3rcnt in racist nro­
pagen~a " ~xtremely imnortant ocrunAtional and functional ~r­
ouns have bR~PntPken P imil~r activitiPs . The forthcoming 
Conference nn Amp ican Racial Rnd Nat i ona Un ity schedule~ for 
SentembP.r 11 a.nd 12 in Chi ca.&rn in ill nrobP.bly rP sul t in the 
ctAation of a nat1on-~·1d" co~mittr~ thqt can co-orainate the 
activities of local grouns end be= i~ to exert nRtinnal 
oressure unon the Ad~inistretion ~nd Con2rees; 

I n th t; s 11 h 01 e count er a f -~ P n s 1 v e , t he n e o ') 1 
-:. c r 0 of v 1 t a 1 

importance. I n vie~ of the existeace of so mAny notentially 
honeful mf!nifPStntiop s Of intelli2, 8DC'C' ;:; nfl good~11 lll , mt iC 
~~;:~tant th~~ +hn ~~0 ~,~ ~c ~~vc~ a ccnse of confiaence ir 
their ability to echieve whPt they have undert aken , and a 
ne"' nersnecti ·10 on the nroblems of r a ce w'nlch will encoura &Se 
them to reanuble their present acti vitiew on .the local and 
national level . In the nast ~rhen Americans came 8t the nro­
blem, it was with A. hfllf- hPnrtcd , tentetiYe , end \.,__ -c 1oU!~ 
approach . The imolicati on had always been that the attitudes 
involve ~ coul~ only bP chg ~c ea by . ong-range educat ional 
proces s. Obviou~ly a stron~er dunamic m et be £unnlied if 
neoule a~e really to meet the c~ allenge i~nlied in rPcent 
aggressions unon" r .~ cia_l grouns . NPw nPrsnPcti ves inci.i.. cat P 

t6~t such a dynamic is Riready at work . I f the inmed i ate 
outlook is ~rave , it iE ergely bPcause so mu~h imnrovement 
has already ~ tRken nla6e i It is imnnrtent to reco~nize that 
one re8son race tPn§ion is mount "ng toaay is nrecisely because 
y,,..,,...; ...,, ...... ~ . ..-._,,, __ 0 h ..,.,,. e- '"" ""' ~·~ ~ <-· ~r.! -.-· .! -~~-- (-) __ _,+a·~ + '~., ,-.- r r-es tomard 0 qual-• 4-.A..--...,.-. ...._ r- . - -··'""- . ..: ~ ·_,.·_, .__ lJlC'.!\....J....l j~ .J... ,. .,.\_.,. ,.l U .,.J....1 a ... A. V0 .. .1.'-.J - ~ · ... ,.,, 

ity of ~ecent ye~rs . The ne 0~er t~ey 8Chieve such eq1 ality , 
the mope in ~ Pnse the ~ncosition i~ l~kcly to bPcorn~. 
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WhGt ~11 AmPrica needs to know ann_ understand 1 s that our 
racial pnoblem h8s nPver been static . Such nrofounn chRnrres 
have occurred in the re ati onRhins lnvolv~d th8t , PR a maiter 
of fact, t e atmen81nns of the nroblem h~vP been bRslcally 
reduced . The American iJc~"":J r:.f: fifty yeRrs Dg'.) or even nf 
t~enty-fivs years ago . S6 much is 7Pnerally reco~nized . But 
whe t iP not ao ~enerally "!_"ecng'nizea is thB_t "we n too r re chA.ng­
ing and have changed ; thet out culture 1~ itself under-going 
nro found modifi~ati ons. SociPtaJ nressures prP ot ~ork in 
the world tc~ay , as Dr . Odum recently obervPd , which are mRking 
for an inteera~ion of all neon;es in a11 are as in~o a common 
worl~ cultu~e . If these nreRRures are at work in the wo rld , 
we can rest essured they are oner?tive in the United States . 
We need an action nro~rem , therefore , gearpd· to what i~ really 
a very dyn;:i_mic situation . The 11 edg1ng -alon2" nrocess ce rtainly 
does no t fit the nrc sent emergency_u_ · . -

If t~ G so - called technique of culturpl ena lysis be annlied 
to the problem of rAce tension , some imnortant further pe Ps­
pectives cen be rcqutr Pd . The undPrlying essumntion of t his 
techniaue , as Mr . Ernest S . Griffith ha s noi nted out , is thRt 
the e is always a bas iv ten~ency for all majo r ekements in a 
culture to achiei:r~ a subst __ nti a1 hB rmony each w. i th the other. 
A major change in any ma jor cultural segme nt 1 traduces Rn 
ele Pnt of in s tabilit y in the culture as e whole end sets in 
mot~on changes or Pdantations in the other ma1or sP2ments. 
The ma~or c~age in out cult ure is associate~ ; ith t~e vast 
technological ·advancement of re cent yegrs , nerticulerly in t he 
economic f ield . "Chen R'.es c=ind crises which occur oh the 
Pconomic l evel, 11 to quote Dr . Robert E. Park , "where human 
relationsh i os are reiat lvely ab~tract and imner~onal , must 
bring about renercussions on P.Very other lever •..• Wh~r ~hanges 
on the economic level are more r ap id than changes on ! the 
nol ltical and reli gious l~vels , the so]i~arity a nd efficiency 
of Aoci ety on every other 1 evel B.re inevi t::i_b1. ~' qf'f~ctPn o 

11 

In gen~ral , th t~ i s ~hat heA bPen hen~eninq tn American 
society . There hgs been P ~efini te "cultural leg , " in that 
social ~nd nolit1cR1 relations~tn heve not chan gPd a s renidly 
RB t~e economi c . The result is "cris1s 11 And 11 tfln~ion . " This 
is imnortRnt for us to und~rstcn~ . rt un~ erlinPR nu r n rtmary 
ne~~ for a n0t nf mechanis~R , et the local and the national 
level both , by which thses requis ite a_n,justments in £oc1a.l 
and nolitical relati~nshins cRn can be ma~e . In the 1on~ run 
they will bA made. Actually they ere alrea~y ta~ing nlec e in 
American society now . It is in nart because they Are taklng 
place , and in lar.Q'Pr ""'a.rt because they ,1 2 E' a1-)ou t to t ~L e 
nla de, that opnositionel forces have tended t o crystall ize . 
Resist ance stiffens ; counteroffensivPP are d0l i ber etely laun­
ched , as in Detroit, Beaumont , and Los An~Ples . Ugly as this 



reaction most cert ainl r is , it should not of itself discour­
age t he forces of go · ,d will and dishe q_rten them for the job 
ahead . It is in a r ea l s en s e a meas ufe of the pro gress made 
by rP.ci al grouns i n r e cent ye a_r ._ and -o articul arly Rince the 
war, an indication of th~ ext ent of their chall enge to the 
old s t Rtus q uo . I t i s A si gn of t he times . I t is the nlene 
t o ~o on f rom . We can move ei t h t h e times a. nd make the ad. 
justme~ts effici ently , sensibl y An d qui ckly; o ~ t h ey can be 
brought about as & ~ e sult of viblenee a nd nro t r acted strug~le 
tha t will onl y delay , not ul t 1~ P t ely nrev~ n t , ~ : ~al ~ ~h 1 cv e ­
mPnt . Tbere are evolutiona~y f or ce s a t wo r k in out society 
s tronger than t he reacti onary fo rces th~t wo ul d block thom . 

"It goes vltho ut saying , 11 r un s a recent editori R. in the 
.Michigan Chronicl e , "tha t the democr HC, of -which we dream can 
nev Pr be realized i n this country until the gen between ou~ 
peonle s i s brid2ed . Th e illusory concent of a b1°c~ nation 
mtthin our na tion no l onger bltnos out. O''Y'nnr to the fact t h a t 
R functionin g ~emocracy I R nrecica ted J;on complete equality 
among all n eonles , a nd th~t the narrov nationalism of any one 
group be comes an obst a cle in the ·av of comnlete equality . 
The doctl" i ne of ~·h i te s uprPmacy andJ tli.e ~hilosoflhhy of Negro 
na tionalism are t win evils which thwart nati onal unit y in uea ce 
a nd in '·'Hr and play in to the hads of f a scist forces at home 
and abroad . The New Ne gro American has renounced this narrow 
nationalism , and the Ne~ White Ameridan hes l"P~n ~nized the 
~cril to ~orl d pea ~c in the doctrine of wh itA suuremacy . These 
emergin g grou Js in out siciety ~hich h ave cau ~ht the nrofound 
overtones of t h is worlawide war fo r free~o~ mu s t come to~ether 
in a common ~i ght f or a new 1orl d orde r . This is the hope Bf 
no vtsi onary , but r a t her the only recourse left to those among 
us ,_ .. ho d.s.re to believe t n a ne M world of freedom and equality 
. .. . In some resnect s , the New Arrier icans, bl8.C Land ~ .rhite , are 
making progress even in t his period which is frau~ht ~1th 
r a cism and hate." 

The very fact that t his edirori al s nea ks in terms of 
0 emer gi ng grouns" and "New Americ~rn s, bl Gck a nd white n is a 
r ecognition of the all-imp!b r tabt fac t t hat our culture is chan­
g ing , a nd more ran i dly per hans t han ~e i mRg ine . Alert t o these 
f a ctor s of cultural cha n2 e , Ne need t o adon t nro grams ba sed 
upon an underst and i ng o f-what is a ctual ly hannening in Ameri can 
l ife n o~-no t upon t h e a s sumntion of a RQci al equi l i brium t hat 
exi s ted , sey , in 1 905. e need to tP l k- 811 of us-i n terms of 
a New Ameri ca , not in te rm s of ternno-riz1ng t r1th ree.ct io n , of 
apne a s ine r?ce bigo t s , and of a ~r 9 ~u alism utt rly out of 
kPeoi ng '~i th the forces o of the time s • 

.. - ... --... ...... .. - .... ~·,.. .. _ .. __ -----------
Carey M c ~illi ~ms is a a fami li er contri~utor to these 

n ages . His r edent book, Rrotij ers Under the Skin (Li ­
ttle , Brown . $3 ) is ~n i nd i snPns ~ble volume for eve­
ryone sP erchinq to un~Prstan~ ana he~] i~creasing 
rece tensions in Ameri ca . It shoul~ be on thP shel­
v es of evPry high school end nublic library i n the 
country and in the han~s ot al l CG rea~ers . Examin ­
cloeely the nroblems nf 11 color 11 in Am ~~" lCB. , I 



Mr . hcWilliams discusses the - e~ro , the ChineRe , 
Japanes e , Mexican, Filinino , Rn~ other Americans , 
correla~es t he nroblems involvea , and charts a con­
structive and workable method of ne aro a ch to cor­
recting them • 

• 
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