FAREWELL TO LITTLE TOKYO

LARRY TAJIRI

The First question acked of Jananese American evacuees returning
to relocation camps from trips to the "outside" is invariably:
"How were you trested?" or "What is the public sentiment?" No
grour in America gt the moment i more deenly conscious of vub-
lic =a2ttitudes.

Two full years hsve now passed since the sttack on Pearl
Harbor. During this neriod Javanese Americans have comvleted a
cycle of military-enforced evacuation =2nd detention behind the
barbed wire of relocation camps which no other American group
has been forced to undergo. Stimatized by ancestral identifica-
tiom with the enemy in the Pacific, they hesve suffered since
that December Sundsy an experience which has had a telling effect
on their thinking as a groun and ss indivtduals.

The mees indignity of recisl evacuation has shsrnefed a race
coneciousness born earlier of socisl diseriminetions andllegzsd
snd extra-lecsl restrictione, 2nd kent elive by the sezregated
nafure of 1ife in the Little Tokvos of the Pacific cosst. Now
thie awareness of ethnic Aifferencés hss been whetted by the in-
discriminate nature of hste engzendered by the conditions of war,
by brutalities of the Jananese enemy, and by the incessant dinning
of racist oropsganda on the West Coast. The nassage of angary
resolutione agzainet Jananese Americans, and of race ligislaftion
such as that simed at nreventing evacuee tesettlement &n Arkansas
and Arizona has also been a contributing factor.

But more then anything else, detention in the mono-rscial world
of the relocation campe has intensified the racial hyversensiti-
vity of Javanese Americans. Race was the only vardstick used by
military suthorities in determining candidstes for wholesale
evacuation. Excert for the few non-Jananese wives and huebands
who chose to accept the ignominy of 1ife behind the barbed wire
with their exiled mstes, sll evacuees residing in the camps are
of Jananese ancestry. The conditions of detention hmake them sub-
gervient to those in z2dminigtrative-mnd supervisory canacities,
wio sre Caucasians, snd to the military nolice----2lso Caucasians
----at each cemp. While the WRA hog made a commendable effort
to soften racial stratification between the evacuees snd their
supervisors with such eurhemisms =as "residents" and "anrointive
personnel," wordg slone cannot casuterize the mental sores left
by this cezregation. Among the evacuees sre those who cannot
rationsgiizentheiri pdsition with their belief in America and in
the 1deals of democrascy. Some have lost failth. Grinding into
the race consciousness of others 1s the fact thet while Java-
nese American cltzens were evacuated, white "enemy altens"
were not. ' ' ol




The indiscriminste nature of fhe evacuation nrogram resulted
also in vro-Americans and pro-Javanese being oiven identical treat-
ment. WRA administrators, in the early stazes of the relocation
program, wanted to avblid friection snd feasred that trouble might
arise out of any stimulation of existing tensions. Therefore
l1ittle effort was made in many of the centers to encourage the
pro-Americans. In the presence of M.P.'s and other avpurtenances
hinting of a concentrstion camp, the vnrovagands of the anti-Ameri- .
cans naturally flourished. Many who would never have guestioned
their »rolitical and cultursl sllegience to America under normal
conditions listened and succumbed. They have since made the long
one-way journey to Tule Lake, the new segrezstion camn of the VRA.

The existence of thls segregation center, whose residents willl
be detained for the duration and will rresumably be devorted when
the wae is over, is s tragic symbol of what may hepnen when 18,000
men, women, and children have lost falth in democracy. Many of
these exnatriastes and repatristeg----nerheps most of them----were
once loyal American citizene 2and law-abidinz sliens. Democracy
falled them, =28 today it fails millions of other Americans who
because o race, religious conviection, nationality background, or
econopte statiis know only its 1imited benefits.

But the American dream is strong, and 1t 18 strong in the minds
and hesrts of those who know but marginal treatment and wish for
equality. The most remsrkghble fsct that has come out of the eva-
cuation ie that so.manycwore able to withstand the nezative con-
ditione of the relocation exnerience and are today leaving those
campre with fheilr falth whole and their belief in the bsesic reght-
ness of their country unscarred.
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To them, the train of circumstances set into motion by the
evecuation n w presents an opportunity to achiefe, by stranze con-
tradiction, whet they and other non-white groups have long sought
————— fuller integration into Americen 1life thrﬁuah dlsneraal reset-
tlement.

But this regettlement of loyal evacuees in non-military aresas
outside the campe----now accented government rolicy----has been
slow in getting inder way. Strangély enough, the opening of the
gates has not been answeréd by sny vell-mell rush out of intern-
ment. Only 25,000 have so far resettled, though according to
Dillon S. Myer, nationsal director of the WRA, 70,000 more are
eligible to leave the camps. This hesitsncy in aocenfing freedom
after & yeasr behind barbed wire can probsbly be traced not slone
to feer of economic insecurity or the dulling of initiative through
institutionslizetion, but to thr race consclousness develoved by
lon=z monthe in a world where evacuees were the "white men's burden"
in the colonisglism of the relocation centers.




Resettlement will undoubtedly gein in momentum as stories of
successful relocatbon belie the fesrs of the evacuees. For the
Japanese Americaens lesving the camns sre not merely returning to
American communities to resume their nrevious insular existence
as 2 raclal "minority." For the first time many are estsblishing
themselves in the wider cultural pattern of the contry. And as
they begin their post-evacustion lives in communities 2nd in sreas
vhich do not have a bitter history of nrejudice szainst veovle of
Orientel sncestry, they are, in many cases, exneriencing a degree -
of social acceptance denied them in their former homes. Also, in
the absence of a tradition of discrimination against them in ihlahd
America, and because of the manpower needs of war industries, Jap-
anesge Americans are entering emnloyment fields heretofore closed
to them.

This 1s the great perasdox, the amazing contradiction which
marks the wartime treatment of Americans of Japanese descent----
--the fzct that the evacuees in dosing a part of America are
having opened to them the whole of 1t; that as the full force of
the war effort is heginning to -e exnended a-ainst the Pacific
enemy, circumstances should be auspicilous for the integration of
Japanese Ame~icans into the main stream of American 1ife. The
WRA today has more than fifty local offices ingaged in the dingle
task of oromoting their resettlement. Local committeés of citizens
and interested orgenizations have been formed in most of the key
relocation aress to hasten their integration. Never before has
a "minority" grouvo had as distinct an opportunity to trumpét down
the walls of racial isolation.
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The ovportunity is here. What will Jananese Americans do with
1t?

They can, of course, not 3o snything sbout it. They can res+-
trest into the shell of self-inseribed exclusiveness. Or they
can attempt honestly and creatively to break out of thelr opresent
understandable racial hyrersensitivity and adust themselves to
existing community molds, make real headway toward the goal of
saegimilation.

As I see 1t, whether they settle permsnently sway from thelr
former aress of residence on the Weet Coast or return even tually
to the fsrms snd homes they left bejind, they will have to become
assimilated or become virtual parishs. For the Little Tokyos
have been shsttered and---I hope---will not be rut together again.

To bring about assimilstion, I believe it is both a necessity
and an obligation for the evacuees to align themselves, wherever
they go in theur post-evacuation world, with the progressive forcrs
within American gociety and with the mass movement of 211 marginal
groups toward the full reslization of the American dream. They




will find support end encourasgement on the race relstions committ-
ees which are being set up in every vart of the counhtry in recog-
nition of existing tensions; in the social scerion program of the
churches, in progressive trade unions, in civil liberty groups
and socisl welfsre bodies. And, as they achieve s grester defree
of assimilation, they will find theur soclal needs are being met
in the churdéhes they attend, the trade unions to which they be-
long, the eivic and service organizations they join; they will no
longer feel the necessity of forming socisl and recreational orge-
nizations comnosed wholly of membere of their own rasce.

It will be important, too, that as they establish themselves
in new communities, the evascuees recognize the nesessity for in-
dividual sction whenever discriminstion is vointed at them. They
must learn thaet whenever they fail to dAemaend for themselves the
rights that have been denied them, they helv set o psttern for
further discerimingtion. The evacuee who sccents the simple edict
"We don't employ 'Jape'"'or "This union doesn't take 'Jans'" has
failed not only himself but 211 who suffer discrimination. He f
falls =21so every organization that fights for his right to equal
trestment. He must underestand this.

He will find there are covenmental snd nrivate agencles-to
hel~ combat srecific casses 6f discriminsation such =s these. If
he meets discriminatory practices in emnloment, whether from em=
ployere or from unions, he has the same protection ziven workers
of 211 creeds and races in the President's Executive Order 8802
on Feir Employment Prectices. In connection with labor, he must
remember thaot disceriminstion ag=zinst these of Oriental ancestry
is generelly found only in the oldline AF of L unions and in the
Rallway Brotherhoods whose racial attitudes were crystallized dur-
ing a time when "coolile" compretition was an issue. These had-me-
down nolicies, drewn in protest agzainst chean immigrent lagbor
from the Oriental ancestry from working in certain wer industries.
Yet, in Utah recently, Federsl machinery implementing the President's
Executive Order was utilized successfully by evacuee workers who
filed a comnlaint against an AF of L union with the War Manpower
Commission and the FEFC. The evscuees were zdmitted into the union.

There has been no cese of discrimination by the CIO sagalnst
Jarvanese Americans. In faet, the CIO has actively assisted the
resettlement progrem. The 200 members of the Nstionel Maritime
Union, for ex=mple, who were 1an$uish1ng in the evacuee camps are
again on the high seas. The CIO's attitude has done much to bresk
down the reeistance mahy Jananese Americans had formed to trsde
urions easrlier because of the nolicy of segrezation maintsined on
Oriental membercehip by the Teamsters and other uniona sective in
fielde in wiich Jaranese Americane forund emnloument onrior to
evacuation. It is notable that the CIO snd the trade union move-
ment in general 1s providing much of the impetus towerd a reslistic
approach to-the Jjob-of easslng race tenslions.
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In case where dicecriminstion involves Constitutionsl guarantees,
the resettled evacuee can apnesl to the various civil rights groups,
particularly the American Civil Libertiew Union, which hess slready
entered csses involving the rights of Americans under the evacuation
and curfew orders.
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Mueh of this problem of assimilstion is obiously individuel. .
But it is slso wider 2nd deever. I cannot see how Javanese Ameri-
cans can resolve their situstion wholly on en induvidual nlane.
For, while their orcsent predicament has some economic and nolitical
overtones, basically, as evacuation nroved, 1t is a raclal problem,
rooted in the racisl attitudes of the dominant white majority,par-
ticularly on the Weet Coast. The nroblem of Japanese Americans
beigg oredominantly one of color snd rsce, its ultimate solution
will devemd on correlation with other vnroblems of color and race
in America today.

This fact is slowly seevring into the consclousness of the oroup.
Before evscuation, there wss little in the way of a2 common color
consciousnees felt by Jepenese Americans in their relationchips
with colored grouns. Rather, there wes an obvious effort to con-
sider their problem as anringinp not a2lone from differences in color,
but from economic and nolitical sources. Some even felt and hoped
they could win accentance in the larger white world by the sheer
brillisnce of their artistic or finsncisl accomrlishmens; that the
grubbiness of 1life in sn Oriental ghetto wss reserved for those
who wouls not or could nor succeed. It ie 2lso true that regionel
orejudices sgainst Filininos, Mexicans, Negroes, sand Jews were
accerted by many Jergnese imericans, just as thece other victims
of discriminstion sometimes echo the nronagenda of the professionzal
"yellow veril" mongers.

But the racisl nature of evacuation developed a recognition smong
many Jenanese Americene that they were inescansbly re]egsfed to a
vlace on the color wheel of America, that their nroblem was basically
one of color and is narr of the unfinighed racial business of demo-
erecy. With thls reslizstion csme a corresvonding swareness of
the urgent and demandind color »nroblem of the American Negro.

Wartime factors resulted in the loecstion of 16,000 evscuees in
Arkansasgs and 5,000 Jesvanese Amertican soldiers in Miseissippi. Two
of the WRA csmps, Jerome =nd Rohwer, were built in southeastern
Arkansas, in = race-conscious corner of = race-consclious state.
Evacueeg entered the South with misgivings, 21lthough the mejority
were unaware of the extent of Aiscriminstion agesinst the Necro.

With the firet Jim-Crow cer and the segregsted waltineg-room at the
first station south of the Mason-Dixon line, they lesrned. When
instances of race violénce, thouzh minor in nature, were reported
against the evacuees, "Jagp Crow!"'became =n inevitable corollary of
"Jim Crow." The efforts of some citizens of nearby towns to "Jap
Crow" the evacuees were stoutly resisted, and Thomas Sancton




observed in The New Renublic that this struggle to resist race dis-
crimination was watched closely by Nezro groups.

Japanese American soldiers were brought into contsect with south-
ern race frictione when the War Devartiment activated *he Jarsnese
American combst team st Camp Shelby near Hattiesburg; Mississippi.
The first groun to arrive at Shelby consisted of 2,600 volunteers
fregh from the color harmony of Hawaii. They hit southern rscial
sttitudes hesd on, and when they hsd recovered from the shock, they
bezan writing letters of onrotest, first to the neovnle at home and -’
later to the President himself. These letters pointed out the in-
consistencies of southern treatment of Negroes in the light of our
announced war =nd neace aims. A speclal revpresentative, Hung Wal
Ching, & Chinese American, was sent from Hawall to investigate.

He visited Camp Shelby and then pounded on desks from the Pentagon
to the White House, demanding the removal of the Jananese American
unit to a camp above the Masson-Dixon line.

" The South's traditionsl bi-racisliesm, in southern Arkansas and
Migsiseinnl at least, has been somewrhst shaken by this introduction
of large zroups of Jsnanese Americans. In the South they are ana-
arently neither white nor colored. Evacuees entering Jim-Crow

cers on the nresumntion that they, too, are colored, hsve been or-
dered out by irate conductors. Yet Jenanese American school chil-
dren in Hattieshurg were segregated”in a epeclisl clase in the white
school. And while no cases of discrimination have been renorted
egeinst Jspanese American soldiers on furlough vists to other south-
ern cities, = segregated USO for Nisel troops hss now been ovnened
in Hattiesburg. This new USO, though 1t also admits other soldiers,
stands beside the white USO and the Negro USO in the town, a tell-
ing reminder of racial attitudes.

Further implementing the coupling of the Japanese American situ-
ation with the Negro problem was the claim made by Representative
Leroy Johnson of Celifornia that a coalition of west-coast and
deep-suthern congressmen was nlanning to force ligislation for the
depotyagion of persons of Japanese extraction. This suggestion,
which would carry log-rolling to a new extreme, wes bulwarked by
the fact that such noll-tsxers as Senstors Stewart and Reynolds
and Renrecentatives Rankin, Diles, Allen, snd Starnes already hsve
urged legislative restrictions on the Nigel.

Indicative, too, of the identificafion of their nosition with
the nroblems of other rsciasl groups, outside resettlement of
evacuees hit 2 temporsry snag last summer when the news was red
with the blood of race riots. Many a Nisel put himself in the
place if Mexican =nd Negro Americans in the Los Angeles "zoot
suit" riot and wondered what would heve hanrnened had he been 1in
Los Angeles that June evening.

Thus, fact by fact and incident by inecident, Jananese Americans
are coming to the reslizastion thet theirs is only a vnart of the
nation's race nroblems. The recent excellent sugzestions by




Cary McWillisme and by John Collier =2nd Saul K. Padover in Com-
mon Ground for the formulation of a forthright Federal nolicy on
"minorities" and race problems through the psssage of a Fair Racial
Prectices Act a2nd the establiehment of an Institute of Ethnie
Democracy offer a springboard for co-ordinated action by America's
"minorities." Both these pronossls need a ground-swell of supvort
from the discriminasted-against groups themselves if they are to be
brought to the attention of the whole American peonle. And the
basic problem is not that of one groun, or of snother; 1t 1is an
American problem. Only the whole American people can solve it.

We will all have to lesrn to reséh out beyond our own racisl or
national or religious insularity to maske of America for each other
what we want 1t to be for ourselves.

As a Jzpanese American, I know our group has far to go along
the road to the actual co-ordinastion of out désire for integration
with the mgss hopes of 211 "minorities." BRBut I belleve we are
coming to the realization that unless America's whole basic racial
ettitudes are made consistent with Constitutional gurantees, our
acceptance as a grouo will be only superficisl. I know that Nisel
Americans are not slome---- even in the dimly lighted barracks of
relocation camps in the lonely svaces of western deserts. Other
Americans, black, yellow, brown, and tan live with them thelr dreams
of ethenic democracy, and other Americans fight with them in their
battles for raclasl Jjustice. I find strenght in the knowledgze.
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