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February 1 as the closi ng date or Tule Lake Segregation Center was 
announced by War Re location Authority. Also figures showing t he 

127 olippings mainten,ance cost or the center since its opening. These items, to
gether with sug~estion and conjecture of the r ate of those det ained 

Factual at t he cent er unde r Department of Justice orders received Im.l.ch space 
in the news columns and editor ially. The withdrawal of the army 
guard from tho camp and taking over by the detail of border guards 
or t he Immigr ation and Natural ization service of the Department of 

Justice was given notice also. 

Announcement or cl osing dates , information ns to the progr ess of War Reloca
tion Authority toward that end, and the shutdown of Granada, in Colorado, and Mi ni
dok~~ in I daho, was made . The continue d wor k of WRA in helping those l eaving the 
oonter s to r el ocat e , speaking tour s and appearnnoos of WRA officer s , efforts towar d 
securing jobs and housing and protection agai nst violence, received frequent mention. 

The Klamath Falls Herald and Mewa reported that a group of Japnnese at Tule 
Lake planned l egal action to r ecover their citizenship previously renounced. The 
newspaper said considerabl e sums or money were r eoently transferred f r om the colony 
area to outside depositories . 

J.APA~SE AMERICANS n~ THE ARMED Sr:RVICES c 

The valuahle pa.rt played by Ni sei graduates of the Military Intelli
gence Service Language School in the South Paoifio i s receiving more 

53 clippi ngs and more notice i n the West Coast newspaper as the military is r e
leasing the information. Returning r anki ng officers of both the 

Favorable Army and Navy have added their pr aise , and Secretar y of Inter ior 
Ickes today c0Ilml0nded General Joseph w. Stillwoll f or his suggestion 

------- that Amer ican soldi e r s form a "pickax" olub to pr otect Japanese-.Amorl .. 
oan veter ans from discri.ni nation. 

A wolcome to Japnnose American soldiers who have fought in any br c.nch of tho 
United States armed foroes on foreign soil or for eign seas vras extended by the 4lst 
Division Post Uo. 3049 of the Veterans of For eign War s at Portl and, Or egon. .Another 
post of t he Veterans of Foreign ·rars, Wal do Caufield, at Or egon City, Or egon,, con
demning the action of one Or egon post for barring Nisei from member ship, went on re
cord as maintaining that the record of service of the Nisei soldiers in this war 
marke d them as r eal American citizens . 

In Spokane, t he Veterans Committee for ~qual Rights took vigorous exception 
t o a r eported statement by Mayor Otto A. Dir kes before the city council that 111100 
Japanese in Spokane oounty are too damn many." Spokosmnn for the veter ans pointed 
out that most of the Japanese there ar e Nisei who served in Wor ld War II . · 

(mor e) 
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Two Ni sei are attempting to l ocate kin displaced by emer genoies of war. One, 
a Ni sei veter an of Italian, Fr ench and German campaigns , Pro, Kaiso Uyeoka, re-en
listed in the u.s. Army and volunt eered for oocupation duty in Japan in an effor t to 
l ocate his mother, whom he believes was lost somewhere in the rubble of Hiroshima. 
Uyeoka was born i n Bakersfield and served tour and a half years with the field artil
lery, winning three battl e stars. Another Nisei, a seaman fresh from a Japanese in
ternment camp, Harry Sakaaki, sought t he help of t he War Relocation Author ity in 
sear ching f or his family, l ast known to be in an American detention oamp. 

Among a contingent of r eturning troops f r om the Pacific theater wer e 350 Nisei, 
headed for further training at the Japanese Language School at Fort Snell ing, and 
then for long term ocoupational duty in Japan. 

Ot her items of notice, awarding of citations for meritorious service , ncoept
anoe i n Amari.can Legion and Vet er ans Organizations , o.nd problems of r econver sion be
ing met by r eturning veter ans, wer e given spo.ce and prominenoe. 

I 
; 55 
! 

clippings 

RETURNEES: 

Reported numbers of r eturning evo.ouees o.nd tho pr oblems met by them 
in thoi r own reconversion to homo life after severa.l years in the 
Relocation oentors continues to r oceive menti on. 

I Favor abl e The readiness or school children to accept the r eturning Ja.panese a.s 
pl aymntas wns mo.de manifest in sever a l f eature articl es wit h phot o

=-------~ gr aphs a.ppearing in a number of Califor nia. newspapers o.nd a.lso i n 
the Sea.ttle Star. Particular attention was given those Japanese who 

rec ved into Hunter s ' Point , San Fr ancisco, whose children became "just some more kids" 
... ~. the school playground. 

In Burbank, Calif ornia, where controversy continued to r age over the pur ported 
use or Army barracks as housing quarters for returning evacuees, one l one supporter 
'·i? S reported by Howard Stites, city manager. T. H. Golay, of Pasadena, one of the 
p·c inoipal l ot owner s at t he site of the Army barracks, said "It time to quit ki cking 
u~ s. Japanese around". 

Efforts on the part of the War Relocation Author i ty to find hous i ng and jobs 
f~r the r eturning evacuees has met with some censure . Some oitizens continue to be 
aanoyed that any help should be given them, or that t hey should be permitted to rolo
c'.l.te "in their community" to compete in business and take jobs and housing. However, 
in clippings fro1n most communities and in schools and universities, this attitude 
does not exist and the American Japanese ar e finding a r eady wel come. 

To help tho lot of r eturning Nisei, particularly those fruni.lies of veter ans 
of both the European and Pacific campai gns, two al"Dl\Y offi cers , Lieut. Col. Wallace 
M, Moore, and Lieut. Roger Smith, have been touring the \fest Coast, s peaking befor e 
c .i··;·ic groups 0n· bohf>.lt or the evaouees , thnt the valiant r ecord or Ni sei soldiers 
n. ~s:;ht er o.dico.te some of the prejudice still held against them. 

(more) 
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HOUSDTGs 

The pr actice of' making war hous i ng uni ts and unused army barracks 
temporary quarters f or r eturnees con~inues, al though in some co?lllJIUni• 

37 clippings ties, such as Burbank, Camp Kohler~ Sacr amento, and Los Angeles , it 
has met with consider ab l e cr iticism. Many oi tizens feel the units 

30 Favorable shoul d be turned over to families of Caucasian veter ans , although in 
8 Unfavor ab l e most instances wher e the hous i ng is of the mor e desir able ty:90 , it is 

made avail able to "veter ans" and only those who ar e kin of Ni sei vet
•------ - er ans have be·3n favored. The army barracks type of quarters is be-

ing opened up for the Japanese bec~use the closing datos on the Relo
cati on Centers ar e a ''must" 1 and some provision is necessary if the centers are to 
meet the i r closi ng dates. Sympathotio gr oups to the Japanese Amer ican pr oblem have 
been aot ive with the War ·Re l ocation Author i ty to help out the evacuees . 

65 clippings 

Factual 

UTCI DEMTS a 

Federal Cour t jury clear ed James E . Wat son and his brother, Claude 
Watson, of charges of i l legal possession of dynamite . It vms the 
fi r st case of Federal action a gai nst suspected per petr ator s or acts 
of t errorism against r eturning Japanose Americans . The Watsons had 

1

1 previously been cleared, although admitting their guilt~ by local 
courts of char ges of arson and dynamiting of Sumio Doi home . 

A $401 000 fir e destroyed a Bel veder e lumber yard and the home of two Japanese 
famil i es re cently r eturned her e from relocation ca.~ps . 

Criminal action i s proceeding in Oakland against Robert F • Hailey on a charge 
of assault with a deadly 'veapon. gr owing out or n.n not of terrorism against the Amari.· 
ce.n Japanose in Centerville . Charles Custom, 41-yoar- old Nogr o garage worker , who 
drove t he oar in whioh Hailey is alloged to have done the shooting, was cleared of 
all char ges . An additional indictment of attempted mur de r against Hailey 'Yas a lso 
dr opped, who is now out on $3, 000 bail. 

T\>:o doat hs of r ooont r eturnees, one a ~icide and the other suspected Illl.lr der 
wer e r eported. The fi r st ''ras a 23-year - ol d Nisei i-ilo l ast sunnner r eturned to the 
Coast . The youth, Robert Onizuka., former Univer sity of Cal ifornia student, r e ported 
despondent over being separ ated from his vrife, living in Hinnea polis , took an over
dose of sleeping pills , The mur de r victim is believe d to be N. Kurisu, 611 ~nd n 
first degr ee charge of' murder has been file d against Floyd Poushon, 18, The suspeot, 
arrested at Dalhar t , T~x . , on an auto thof't char ge , 1ras found to be ca.rryin~ Kurisu•s 
per sonal effects . 

Eighteen Japanese r ai lroad eillployees and their fami lies , evacuees returned 
f'rom Tule Lake, wero removed by t he Southern Pacific f ror.i Shingle Spr ing to avoid 
incident, after protest by the Pla.corville American Le~ion Post to the rnilroa.d OQnl

pa.ny. Sheriff Lowell West quostionod t ho Legiomdr e 1rho Jl".O do tho pr otest to tho com
pany, but took no further o.otion because "We •vo heretofore gotten along '1ithou'S Japa
nese and we fee l we can go on forever ".'ri t ho\.tt them. They def'ini tely are not 1'18llted 
he r e , and the Legion stat ed 'l;he attit ude of the oorJll"alnity" . 

These , together wi th a nW!lber of fires, hurling of bricks and :nalicious van
dal ism, in att empts to terrcrize returning Japanese, received muoh space and favor 
able conunent in the pre ss . 

(more ) 
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21 clippings 
Unfavor able 

ACTIVITISS O? AlnI- J.APJJ8SE GROUPS: 

Citizens gPoups antagonistic to the presence of Japanese on the West 
Coast a r e still active to disc.,ur o.ge their r eturn. Uoves to prevent 
t hem f r om s ecuring housing, jobs o.nd other facilities necessary fe r 

.__ _ _ ____ living have been made. 

31 clippings 

ACTIVITI3S OF PRO-EVA".nJ::~ GROUPS : 

Other or~anizations sympat hetic are a lso active to secure returnees 
a c hance t o r eestablish themselves on the ~~est Coast. In addition 
t o he l ping t hem secur e housing e.nd tho means of a liveHho!id, the 
Ameriorui Civil Liberties Union plans two suits i n beha l f of J apanese 

I 
Favor able who f ormerly l ived in Califo r n\a. One suit is intended to test the 

nuthor i ty of the military comm.and t c e xclude individual Japanese 
~-----~ born in this country from t he Coast nf'ter military necessity no l~ng-

under which 
er existed. Another suit will tost pr ccedure at Tule Lake cente r 

some 5500 Japanese renounced Americ~n oitizonship, vrhich thoy ol aitled 
was unde r dur ess . 

lTEVfS COHCERlHNG EVACUEES STILL IW c::rT.ERS : 

A visit by Nick Bourne of t he United Press t o Tule Lake br ?ught f~rth[ 
a nur.lber of featur e stor i e s under his by- line , though factual in c~n-

25 clippings tent , 00ntained an widerour r ont ~f oritioism cf t he fac t that the 
evacuees had suooeeded in a djunting t hemse l ves as well as they had 

Paotual to t he kind of life forcod upon then in t he evacuation measures . 
The articles took issue wi th the fact t hat t hose in the centers were 

,__-~--~__. having babies at government exp0nse , seeoed to l evel cr iticism that 
t hey we r e living at governnent expense J and in tone rrere generally 

unsympathetic to the evacuees . 

J.APA?IBSE PRISOP'ERS OF V<fA..T{ AS H.ARVSST UAIIDS : 

The use of Japanese pr tsoners of '\7ar as ha rvest hands b r ought forth 
a heated controversy by gr oups intor osted i n t he .Aner ioan Japanese 

15 clippings question as destined t o i norcaso any antagonism against t ho Nisei . 
The issue r eached t he State Capital and br ought forth fror.i Governor 

Favor able ' 'rarron a compl e t e denia l t hat he had askod thnt tho pr isoners be 
b r ought in to he l p with t ho har vest, and further Y10nt on r ecor d as 

~-------- being entir oly oppose d to and had vigorous l y pr otocted t heir boi ng 
used. Prisone r s nro boing 'ITOr ked by t ho fnrraor s . 

59 clippings 

44 Favor able 
13 Unfavorab le 

2 Fo.otu&l 

EDITORIAL COMMEllT s 

More and more the pr e ss s11i::igs over to a favorable attitude to t he 
Anerican Japanese question . A few newspape r s still cling to t heir 
ante.P"onistio poi·1t of vi e.._.,, but they ar e far outrre i ghed by t hose who 
s o'3 i a t he question a fo r e r unner of' si.Li.ilar discri nination agains t 
other ~roups if perraitt e d to be continued against one r.dnority. 

(111Qre) 
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The ohief subject norr be i ng we ighed by t he pr es s e d i tor ially is the fate of 
' he det a inees at .Tule LakB and !'hat dis pos iti on t he Depar tment or Justi ce p l ans to 

make of the~r cases . 

The c ontroversy about . .br i ngi ng i n war pr isoners •:ras a l so Give~ vii de comment 
editorially. and 'While admit te.dl y t here v:as a prob l em i n securing t he :iecessar y · 
hands f or t he harve s't seg,s on , almost all editorials mai ntained t he use of war pr isOD-
e rs Yras not t he s olution ,. · 

Most not able ha s been t he pos i t ion of colur.mi sts , Yrriter s and c ar toonists or 
national pr omi nence, uhioh i s near l y i'lilan i mously favor abl e to the evacuee c ause . 

41 clippings 

28 Favorable 
13 Unfavorab l e 

LETTERS-TO- T:-ill-3DI TOR : 

The pub l i c oont inuos to voice i t s se~tir.i.ents on t he American Ja panEJB3 
prob l em t h rough t he "Letters-to-the-~di tor" c ol umn, and the majority 
pl ead for a fai r chance for the Nisei, particularly i n vie,·r of the 
spl e ndi d r ecord of t he i r soldier s on battle fronts ~ Hovrever, a f ew 
still holding an unfavor able stand~ censure the help given t hem t o 
secure housing, v.-ant t he Nisei sent back t o Japan~ if only t o con
vert t he na tional s to an Ame r ica n '·ay of life. One woman a l so vrrote 

_ _ _ ___ ___, i n , pr ompted by the artic l e s wr itten by liick Bour ne regarding t he i n-

to i t . 

63 o li ppings 

creasing b irth r at e , and felt i:!IU should do sonethin!'; t o put a s top 

MISC'SLLANEOUS I TEMS : 

The acti vity of t he F. B. I . i n ~uarding t he Seatt le Ar ea i n regar d t o 
t he Japanese bef ore and during t he Tiar 't'19.S t he subject of a f eatur e 
a r t ic le recently i n t he Se attle Ti::ies . 

51 Favor ab l e The Stockton Re cor d carried a lengtl~y s t ory of a vet er an of pa r t 
12 Unfavor ab l e ! Japanese origin, vrho t ook l e gal action t o have his name change d to 

t he mai den na::ie of h i s Spanish raot he r, i n an e ffor t to oor.ibat t he 
·~~~~~~___.prejudice he had me t with because of h i s J apane se ancestry. Bel ie'ved 

to be t he f i r s t ca se or his kind on r ecor d , Take shi Miyasaki , now 
Taki Sa iz, pl eaded he hope d t he change ·vroul d give hio. 11an even chanc e" • 

The Ba:!'.)tis t Chur ch of Auburn i s collectiti.g funds to r ebuild tho hor.ie of the 
Cosmo Saka..11.0to family in Rocklin, 'Whi ch v:as destr oyed by fire t he day boforo the fan
ily TIO.S t o return hone f r om a r e location cente r .. '' Too muc h notice has been given 
t he de s t ructi ve for ces Y!or king a gainst t hese peopl e , and not enough has been so.id of 
t he other side of t he pi cture ," said Past or Geor ge E. llirms . A chec k f or $100 ca.me 
from the daughte r of t he l ate Orri n J. Lo,-roll, Auburn at t or ney, Tlho made the r equest 
f or t he gii'Ji; befor e his deat h , and funds have boon pour ing f r on. a numbe r or pooP.le 
in chat conrrnmity i:n o desir e t o extend good vr.i.11 to loyal Jape.nese - Amoric ans seok
i~g ~o r ett:..rn to t ho i r homes ~ Aubur n and its ne i ghbor ing c oilll'llLUli t i es has been t ho 
s cat of mu0h anti• Jape.neso f ee l ing. 

Othe r miscellaneous nev:spaper c lippings c ont ain stor ies on the tal k givon by 
Robert B. Cozzens be f or e t he Cal i fo r nia Poaco Of f i cor s Confe r ence ; t he efforts by 
Congress t o cut the · :RA a ppr opr 'i.a tion; e ffor t s of the Bay Citi es Da ptis t Uni on and 

(mor e) 
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St at e Bl i nd Aid t o secnr e a see 'lng-eye dog for a 23-:rear-old blind r eturnee girl 
student at t he Univer sity of Cal i fornia ; the f at e of Ni sei caught i n Japan by the 
''18.r; t he i dentif i cation of t he Japanese sword 'Wiel der in t he brut a l publi c execut ion 
of an alli ed pr isoner widely publici zed by pj.ctur es throughout Amer i can publications 
by Ni sei sol dier s det ailed to duty in the Paci f i c; and notations of bir t hs and ~ 
deaths and other happenings among t he Amer i can Japanese since their r etur n . 
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