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WRA AND ARMY HEADQUARTERS RELEASES :

,é.zw.,,7

February 1 as the oclosing date of Tule Laeke Segregation Center was
announced by War Relocation Authority. Also figures showing the

127 elippings | maintenance cost of the center since its openinge These items, to-
gether with sugpestion and conjecture of the fate of those detained
Factual et the center under Department of Justice orders received much space
in the news columns and editoriallye The withdrawal of the army
guard from the camp and taking over by the detail of border guards

of the Immigration and Naturalization service of the Department of
Justice was given notice also,

Announcement of closing dates, information as to the progress of War Reloca-
tion Authority toward that end, and the shutdovm of Granada, in Colorado, and Mini-
doka, in Idaho, was madees The continued work of WRA in helping those leaving the
centers to rolocate, speaking tours and appearances of WRA officers, efforts toward
securing jobs and housing and protection against violence, received frequent mentions

The Klamath Falls Herald and News reported that a group of Japanese at Tule
Lale planned legal action to recover their eitizenship previously renounced., The

newspaper said considerable sums of money were recently transferred from the colony
erea to outside depositories,

JAPANESE AMERICANS IN THE ARMED SERVICHS:

The valuahle pert played by Nisei graduates of the Military Intelli-
gence Service Language School in the South Pacific is receiving more
53 clippings |and more notioce in the West Coast newspaper as the military is re~
leasing the information. Returning ranking officers of both the
Favorable |[Army and Navy have added their praise, and Secretary of Interior
Ickes today commended General Joseph We Stillwell for his suggestion
that American soldiers form & "pickax" club to protect Japanese-Amorie
can vebterans from discriminations

A wolcome to Japancse American soldiers who have fought in any branch of tho
United States ermed forces on foreign soil or foreign seas was extended by the 4ls%
Division Post lloe 3049 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars at Portland, Oregone Another
post of the Veterans of Foreign "lars, Waldo Caufield, at Oregon City, Oregon, con-
demning the action of one Oregon post for barring Nisei from membership, went on rew-
cord as maintaining that the record of service of the Nisei soldiers in this war
marked them as real American citizens.

In Spokane, the Veterans Committee for Tqual Rights took vigorous exception
to a reported statement by Mayor Otto A. Dirkes before the city council that "1100
Japanese in Spolkane oounty are too damn many." 8pokesman for the veterans pointed
out that most of the Japanese there are Wisei who served in World War II,°

(more )
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Two Nisei are attempting to locate kin displaced by emergencies of war, One,
a Nisei veteran of Italian, French and German campaigns, Pfo, Kaiso Uyeoka, re=-en=
listed in the U,S. Army and volunteered for occupation duty in Japan in an effort to
locate his mother, whom he believes was lost somewhere in the rubble of Hiroshima,
Uyeoka was born in Bakersfield and served four and a half years with the field artil-
lery, winning three battle stars. Another Nisei, a seaman fresh from a Japanese in=-
ternment camp, Harry Saksaki, sought the help of the War Relocation Authority in
searching for his family, last known to be in an American detention camp,

Among a contingent of returning troops from the Pacific theater were 350 Misei,
headed for further training at the Japanese Language School at Fort Snelling, and
then for long term occupational duty in Japen,

Other items of notice, awarding of citations for meritorious service, accept=

ance in American Legion and Veterans Organizations, and problems of reconversion be=
ing met by returning veterans, were given space and prominence.

RETURNEES :

) Reported numbers of returning evacuees and the problems met by them
! in their own reconversion to home life after several years in the
: 55 clippings |Relocation centers continues to roceive mentions

! Favorable |The readiness of school children to accept the returning Japanese as
: playmates was made manifest in several feature articles with photo-

: graphs appearing in a number of California newspapers and also in
the Seattle Stare Particular attention was given those Japanese who
moved inte Hunters'! Point, San Francisco, whose children beceme "just some more kids"
»% the school playground,

In Burbank, California, where gontroversy continued to rage over the purported
use of Army barracks as housing quarters for returning evacuees, one lone supporter
wes reported by Howard Stites, city managers T« He Golay, of Pasadena, one of the
orincipal lot owners at the site of the Army barracks, said "It time to quit kicking
U. S, Japanese around",

Efforts on the part of the War Relocation Authority to find housing and jobs
for the returning evacuees has met with soms censure, Some citizens continue to be
annoyed that any help should be given them, or that they should be permitted to reclo=
cate "in their community" to compete in business and take jobs and housing. However,
in clippings from most communities and in schools and universities, this attitude
does not exist and the American Japanese are finding a ready welcome,

To help the lot of returning Nisei, particularly those fomilies of veterans
cf both the European and Pacific campaigns, two army officers, Lisuts Col., Wallace
M, Moore, and Lieut. Roger Smith, have been touring the West Coast, speaking before
clvie groups on boholf of the evacuees, that the valiant record of Nisei soldiers
nisht eradicate some of the prejudice still held against thems.

(more)
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HOUSIIIG:

The practice of malking war housing units and unused army barracks
temporary quarters for returnees continues, although in some communie
37 clippings |ties, such as Burbank, Camp Kohler, Sacramento, and Los Angeles, it
has met with considerable oriticism., Many oitizens feel the units
30 Favorable |should be turned over to families of Caucasian veterans, although in
8 Unfavorable; most instences where the housing is of the more desirable tyve, it is
made available to "veterans" and only those who are kin of Nisei vete
erans have besn favored, The army barracks type of quarters is be-
ing opened up for the Japanese because the closing dates on the Relo~
cation Centers are a "must", and some provision is necessary if the centers are to
meet their closing dates. Sympathetic groups to the Japanese Americen problem have
been active with the War Relocation Authority to help out the evacuees,

INCIDENTS s

Federal Court jury cleared James E, Watson and his brother, Claude
Watson, of charges of illegal possession of dynamite, It was the
65 clippings |first case of Federal action agzainst suspected perpetrators of acts
of terrorism against returning Japenose Americans, The Watsons had
Factual previously been cleared, although admitting their guilt, by loecal
courts of charges of arson and dynamiting of Sumio Dol home,

A $40,000 fire destroyed a Belvedere lumber yard end the home of two Japanese
ramilies recently roturned here from relocation camps,

Criminal sction is proceeding in Oakland against Robert F, Hailey on a charge
of assault with a deadly weapon, growing out of an act of terrorism against the Ameri-
cen Japancse in Centerville, Charles Custom, 4l-vear=old Negro garage worker, who
drove the car in which Hailey is alloged to have done the shooting, was ecleared of
all chargess An additional indictment of attecmpted murder against Hailey was also
dropped, who is now out on $3,000 bail,

Two deaths of rccent returnees, cne a guicide and the other suspected murder
were reported, The first was a 23-year-old Nisei vho last summer returned to the
Coasts The youth, Robert Onizuke, former University of California student, reported
despondent over being separated from his wife, living in Minneapolis, %took an over-
dcse of sleeping pillse The murder vietim is believed to be N, Kurisu, €1, &nd a
first degres charge of murder has been filed against Floyd Poushon, 18, The suspect,
arrested at Dalhart, Tex., on an auto theft charge, was found to be ecarrying Kurisu's
personal effects.

Eighteen Japanese railroad employees and their families, evacuees returned
from Tule Lake, were removed by the Southern Pacific from Shingle Spring to avoid
incident, after protest by the Placerville American Legion Post to the railroad com-
panye. Sheriff Lowell West questioned the Legionaire who made the protest to the com=
pany, but took no further action because "We've heretofore gotten along writhous Japa=
nese and we feel we can go on forever without thems They definitely are not wented
here, and the Legion stated the attitude of the community".

These, together with a number of fires, hurling cf bricks and malicious van=-

dalism, in attempbts to terrcrize returning Japanese, received much space and favor-
able comment in the press.

(more )
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ACTIVITIES OF ANTI-JAPANTSE GROUPS:

: Citizens geoups entagonistie to the presence of Japanese on the West
21 clippings |Coast are still sctive to discourage their return. Moves to prevent
Unfavorable| them from securing housing, jobs and cther facilities necessary for
living have been made,

ACTIVITIZS OF PRO-EVACULT GROUPS:

] Other organizations sympathetic are also active to secure returnees
a chance to reestablish themselves on the West Coast, In addition
31 eclippings | to helping them secure housing end the means of a livelihood, the
American Civil Liberties Union plans two suits in behalf of Japanese
Favorable |who formerly lived in Californias One suit is intended tc test the
authority of the military command tc exclude individual Japanese
lborn in this country from the Coast after military necessity nc long-
or oxisteds Another suit will test prccedure at Tule Lake center
under which some 5500 Japanese renounced Americen citizonship, which thoy ¢laimed
was under duress,

NEWS CONCERNING BVACUEES STILL IN CENTERS:

A visit by Nick Bourne of the United Press to Tule Lake brought farth
a nunber of feature stories under his by-line, though factual in con=l
25 elippings | tent, contained an undercurrent cof eriticism of the fact that the
evacuees had succeeded in adjusting themselves as well as they had
Pactual to the kind of life florced upon them in the evacuation measures.

The articles took issue with the fact that those in the centers were
having babies at government expense, seemed to level criticism that
they were living at government expensej and in tone were generally
unsympathetic to the evacuces,

JAPANTSE PRISOIZRS OF WAR AS HARVEST HANDS:

The use of Japanese prisoners of war as harvest hands brought forth
a heated controversy by groups intereosted in the American Japenese
15 elippings |question as destined to increase eny antagonism against the Nisei,
The issue reached the State Capital and brought forth from Governor
Favorable |TTarren a complete denial that he had asked that the prisoners be
brought in to help with the harvest, and further woent on record as
being entirely opposcd to and had vigorously protected their being
useds Prisoners are being worked by the farmers,

EDITORIAL COMMENT:

More and more the press swings over to a favorable attitude to the

69 clippings |American Japanese question, 4 few newspapers still cling to their
anteronistic point of wiew, but they are far outireighed by those vho

44 Favoreble |sos in the question a forerunner of similar diserimination against

13 Unfavorable| gihor groups if permitted to be continued against one minority.
2 Faotunl
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The chief subject now being weighed by the press editorially is the Tate of
she detainees at Tule Lake and what disposition the Department of Justice plans to
meke of their cases.

The controversy about, brlngmng in war priscners vras also given wide comment
editorislly, and while admittedly there was a provlem in securing the necessary
hands for the harvest season, almost all editorials maintained the use of srar prison-
ers was not the solution, : =

Most notable has been the position of columists, writers and cartoonists of
national prominence, which is nearly unanimously favorable to the evacuee cause,

LETTERS -TO-THE~EDITOR &

The public continues to voice its sentiments on the American Japaness
problem through the "Letters~to~the-Nditor" column, and the majority
41 olippings |plead for a fair chance for the Nisei, particularly in view of the
splendid record of their soldiers on battlefronts. However, a few
28 Favorable |still holding an unfavorable stand, censure the help given them to
13 Unfavorable| secure housing, want the Nisei sent back to Javan; if only to con=
vert the nationals to an American vey of life, One voman also vrote
in, prompted by the articles written by Nick Bourne regarding the in-
creasing birth rate, and felt RA should do something to put a stop

to it.

MISCEILLANEOUS ITEMS:

The activity of the FeBels in guarding the Seettle Area in regard to
the Japanese before and during the vmr was the subject of a feature
63 clippings |article recently in the Seattle Tines,.

51 Favorable |The Stoclkton Record carried a lengthy story of a veteran of part -
12 Unfavorable| Japanese origin, who took legal action te have his name changed to
the maiden name of his Spanish mother, in an effort to ocombat the
prejudice he had met with because of his Japanese ancestry. Beliewed
to be the first case of his kind on record, Takeshi Miyasaki, now
Taki Saiz, pleaded he hoped the change would give him "an even chance",

The Baptist Church of Auburn is collecting funds to rebuild the home of the
Cosmo Sgkamoto family in Rocklin, which vms destroyed by fire the day before the fame
ily vms to return home from a relocation center. "Too much notice has been given
the destructive forces tmrklng against these peonle, and not enough has been said of
the other side of the picture," said Pastor George Z. Earms, A check for $100 came
from the daughter of the late Orrin J, Lowell, Auburn attorney, who made the request
for the gift before his death, and funds have been pouring from a number of people
in Ghat cornunity vho desire to extend good will to loyal Japanese-Amoricans seck=
ing to return vo theoir homes. Auburn and its neighboring communities has been the
scat of much anti=Japanese feeling.

Other miscellansous newspaper clippings contain stories on the talk given by

Robert B, Cozzons before the California Peace Officers Conforence; the efforts by
Congress to cut the VRA appropriation; efforts of the Bay Cities Baptist Union and
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