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Head: "ifr. Townsend, if you do not mind, I am going to have
notes kept on this conversation, inasmuch as your actions
of the last few days have been such that they cause me %o
doubt your honesty and reliability. Do you object?

Tovwnsend: T don't blame you for wanting a record of everything I
have to =ay.

Head: "Now, Mr. Townsend, you said you were frightened; did
you actually see, personally, any signs of violence on
the part of the people or the destruction of any govern-
ment property? !

Townsend: "Sinee having time to calm down I realize that there was
no sign of violence, and now that the trouble has been
settled and I have had time to look around, it is easy

4o see the crowd must have been peaceful all the time
and there was no sign of any damage %o any govermment

property.

Head: "Do you consider that sufriéient reason fTor leaving
the project and failing your duties during the time of
trouble?

Townsend : nI don‘t'know what I meant. I lost my head, I guess.
' I would have done more harm here than good in that
condition." 2 . ; PR

¢

Page 50

Mr. Tovmsend: ".eeeeess The M. P.'s were not allowed to be in
uniform on our side of the highway, so Captain Dougher-
tv took the hospital smbulance and mounted machine guns
on it, and set the ambulance at the rear of our Cauca-
sian sleeping guarters, with soldiers in civilian clothes
to keep the Tapanese from approaching the barracks and
burning them up, as they said they would. And we were
only comfortable when thqse ambulances were sitting out
there. But they were not in uniform."

Comuent

The hospital ambulance was in the charge of the Chief MMesdical
Officer of the center and was at no time used by Captain Dougherty or
any other officer of the M. P. company. No machine guns were mounted
on it. It was not stationsd in the rear of the Caucasian sleeping
quarters and was not manned by soldiers of the United States Army,
either in wniform or in civilian clothes. Captain Dougherty was not
at Poston during the strike but had been transferred from this station
several days prior to the period in guestion.
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Comment

Schools were not closed. Two teachers ocut of XC1 in Camp I dis-
missed clssses the aficrnoon of November 18. The next day, and all re-
maining dsys of the strike, all classes were in session. Camps II and
III were at no time affected by the strike. There was no interference
with the employees of the hospital or with the operation of the hos~-
pital in any manner whatscever. :

Page §g

Mr. Townsend: "Now that condition came about beeause the milk truck
came in, and the Japauesge met the milk truck. It was
driven in by truck and trailer from the Golden States
Dairy, and the driver wes in the habit of taking the

.milk direetly to the warchouses. They met the milk
~truck and jumped on the truck and diverted it."

Question: ' M™Was there a white nian driving the truck?"

Answer: "Yes, tho Golden States Dairy delivery man, driving a
refrigerator truck. He refused to drive the truck
over to the group, so they started to unloed the truck,
and 4id unloaé the truck and started to throw it out.

I wenbt into tho dispatcher's office;-and there was a’
carton of milk thrown through the window.“

Comment

Elsewhere Mr. Townsend says "eases of milk were dumped and car-
tons of milk thrown at overvone on the highway and around the camp."
The Golden States Dairy Company denied that pert of this statement
having to do with stopping snd diverting the milk truck. With regard
to the rest of the story, we have the following statement from Ir.
Edward H. Spicer, a member of the administretive steff at Poston:

"I went over to the motor pool about 7:00 P.M. on
November 18. Mr. Townsend and the Truck Dispatcher were
there. Iir. Townsend in an excited manmer told me that
two cases of milk had been dumpcd somewhcre in camp and
that a can of milk had been thrown through the window of
the Truck Dispatecher's office. « Dr. Leighton, who was with
me, -asked where the milk can was. Mr. Townsend pointed to
a cardboard guert carton about thirty feet from the Dis~
patcher's office. It was empty lying on the ground, and
there wag no evidence of milk heving been spilled around
it. It appezred to have bsen tossed there empty. There
was no evidence of any window having been brolen by this
or any othor milk container."
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With regard to the essertion that the Jananmse flag was flown
during the strike and that the Japanese national anthem was played
over a lsudspeaker system, we have positive evidence that the claim
is without foundation. Included in the evidence is the following
statement from Father Clement, M, M., of Parker, Arizcnas

"This is to make known and to testify that in the
recent mass meetings of the strike, which were held at
Bleck #28 in Poston, the banners and flags that were used
and scen, were signs to sienify merely the presence of
representatives of the differsnt blocks of the camp, and
/ in no way were these flags or banners used to denote a
pro-iAxis sentiment, :

"Likewise, in regar’ to Japanese music that was
played ever the public addizss s; st at these meetings,
there was no martial or Japanese patriotic music played,
It has been allogzed, however, that one song, "Alkoku-Ko-—
Shinkyoku' usually played for departing snldiers had been
played. This can be readily explained, howevar, by the
fact that it is my certain knowledge that miners who could
not read Japanese titles, selected records at randoem, from
the large assortment which included this record.

"As a Cathelic priest and Chaplain working for the
welfare and merale of the whole camp, I testify that I
have neither seen the Japanese flag used, nor heard martial
music played during the recent emergency. Fran having in-
terviewed many Japanese, I do not believe that such musiec
/ " has been played, nor the Japancse flag displayed,

(signed) Father Clement, M.M.
(Maryknoll Missioner)
Parker, Arizona"

30. Page 65

Mr. Townsend: "About 12:00 o'clock midnight on the third day of meb
control about 200 of the mob advanced to thae moter
pocl, where they reached the highway aeross frem the
peol. They were halted by the M.P., 2nd advised they
‘were not allewed to cross the highway, ' They started ts
move forward, and the M.,P, fired over their heads, His
oerders were to fire over thiir heads, and then into them,
He wae at once supported by snsther M.P, with a machine
gun, The mob that had advanced in regular military wedge
formation stupped, and in a few minutes the entire M.F,
company was there in trucks with fixed bayonets ready
for action. The Japs retreated,

» -
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Comment

Up to the praséht tiﬁs, our records indicate that there have

. been eight (8) men tried in the State of Arizona courts for state of-

35,
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fenses, seven (7) of these men were founé guilty and sentenced, There
have also been five (5) men taken to the Federal courts in Phoenix,
Arizona, tried for Federal offenses, and convicted. This number does
not, of course, include persons tried on the project for violations
of project rules and regulations, or persons transferred to internment
camps because of evidences of loyalty to Japan or because their ac—
tivities were such that their presence was detrimental to the welfare
of the project.

Page 76

Ruestion: "How maﬂy so—-called pleasure cars did you have at
Poston?"

Answers: "About 70 or &0,"

Question: "Were they all owned by the government?!

Answer: "All government scdans,"

Question: "Government sedans. UYWere those automobiles used by

' the Japanese at night?"

Answers: "Exclusively."

Questions "What did they use them for?!"

Answers: "Pleasure, running around the camp in the remote areas,
for scooters, and playing around, as would be expected!

Comment

From the beginning motor eouipment has been handled at Poston
through a centralized motor pool, with passenger cars on permanent as—
signment only to the police forece, the hospital, and one or two key
administrative persons, Therc is absolutely no foundation for the
statement that evacuees were allowed to use official cars at night
or at any other time for pleasure driving.

Page 76

Mr. Townsend: "By pooling the trucks, we saved 1,775 gzllons of
gasoline in the first weekend, Saturcay night, Sunday
and Sunday nisht, and continued to save 1,000 gallons
per day, by actual pump records., That is by the trucks
that were impounded. Then later on, if you want to
bring in the cars, we did the same thing and saved 300
gallons a day by taeking the cars away from them."
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