
STATEMENT ON ' TESTH~ONY OF H.ARDOL H. TOVJNSK\"D BEFORE THE HOUSE 
OF REPRES:Fl7TATIVES SUBCOMHitrTEE OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

ON UN-JJiJ.ERIC,~ ACTIVITIES, LOS At-.!G1LES, CALIFORNIA, 
Tu'IAY 26, 1943, 2~00 P. M. 

Harold H., Town~end, formerly chief Supply and 'l:ransportation ·officer 
at the Peston,. ,Arizona Relocat.ion Center, appeareq under oath before ~he 
subcommittee _in an ei0cutive session _on May 26. Some _time prior to June 
10, 1943, a transcrip

1
t or excerpts from Tovmsend's te~·timony were supplied 

the press by the comnli ttee. Later a transcript waB given t!1e Project 
Director of the Poston Center. The Director and staff' of the center have • 
reviewed the Tovmsend testimony carefully and have prepart=>d documentary 
evirence bearing on most .of Townsend's assertions. We wish to take this 
opportunity to present for the record the comments of the War Relocation 
Authority on Townsend's testimony. 

There is scarcely a page of this iestimony that does not contain 
one or more false, ndsleading or exaggerE2tf3d. stateme.nts. While some of 
these statements are of conpar·:.t hrely trivial consequence, there are many 
others that misinform the Committee on fundamental aspects of adminis;tra-

-tion at the Poston CenteI'. It is on these latter comments in ·partic;ular 
that the ·war Relocation Authority hae prepared detailed com111ent. ' 

. Townsend's complete u.nrH1inb1li ty es a witness is revealed in his 
opening statement t,o the CornMi ttee whe11, in resDonse to the direct question, 
"Have you ever served in the Uni ~~d St.et~ s Army?",, he replies, yes, for 

·six months in France in 1918. As a matter of feet, Townsend never served 
in the Army. For . ~be entire period of A~rican participation in the first 
World War, TO'wnsend was en~ploydd as a superintendent of guards by the Carter 
Oil Company of Tulsa,' Oklahoma. In February 1919~ three months after tile 
Armistice, Townsend was·, sent as a llvICA worker to France where he served for 
six mohths as a hut s~cretary. 

Of much greater seriousness, from the point of view of the committee 
before which Tovmsend appeared, is the false and nislead"ing picture Town­
send presented o:t: cond~ tions ·at the Poston Relocation Center, particularly 
during the period from. :0Jovember 18 to 24, 1942, during which one of the 
three camps cit Poston experienced a sit-dovm ·strike and mass demonstration 
by a number of evacuees against certain poli.cies of the War Re location 
Authority and certai.n conc'i tj.ons at the center. During the strike Tov.rnsend 
became so emotio11ally upset and frightened that he reported a great many 
imaginary dangers, talked so irresponsibly to other irn:·mbers of the adminis­
trat.i ve staff that he threatened to sp.read panic runong them, and finally 
left, the center in a government automobile. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Presented before Costello Subcommittee of House Committee on Un-American 
Activities July ?, 1943. 
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i\.ftcr the strike Townsend re turned and . in a.11 interview vii th tho 
Proj t,Ct Diroctor (of -..-.hi ch u. stE;nographic r e cord was mo.de) admitted that 
h 0 had b8on wrong in his actions during the strike, ~ a~i ttcci th[i.t ho ~acl 
gr{;utly ~xaggerQ.ted th& soriou.sness of the situation, and acknowledged 
that.~he _was wrong in leaving his post of duty. · Tmnsend' s record prior 
to the strike had 'been poo:r • . That reqord, together with his conduot 
during tho disturbance causod tho Projc.ct Director to a~k for his r e sig­
nation. 

After Tmmsend realized. that h f.I had b~on dismissed, he took the 
course not infrequently follovvcd by disgruntled &mploy€es. He prepa r e d 
a long and highly emotion~.+ statoiaunt purportil~-g to bo :1 d.oscription of 
conditions in thG Poston Cunto·r. This hi brap.-dcust throughout the 
country. Ono copy can<;; into tht: poss&saion of t!'1e ."VY.l.r Re location ..:\.u­
thori ty in Apri 1 1943. 

This same statement formed th,, basis of the tE;stimony b 6fore 
the sub-commi ttec. · .. \.s a ma ttcr of fact, there is ample internal l vi­
dcncc in the testimony itself thu.t T01mscnd' s hearing bofore the Co~n­

~;tl ttf..;O consisted simply of Townsf.:nd reading tnis pr0po.r0d stfitemEmt 
into the record vvi th appropriate lEiading· qut;stions fronl time to time 
by the Comai ttcv' s inve:,stig1t0r. ThortJ w.is no cross-~xainim::.tion, and 
0vt.;ry statement, no ma.ttc.r how cbarly f <J.ntastic; wus acccptoq _for the 

- • r ecord at face va.l U6. 

' 
Otl June 18, 1943, whr:;n tf1& sub-co:rilmi t tee, visi tGd th0 Poston 

Center, the ProjE.:ct .Jirector, having reviGw0d £ovmsend's t&stimony, 
u.slrnd for thG pri vih:ge of . making a sta:~em0~1t on it for tho record. 
Tho sub-conuni ttoc r efused to hear him. 1 ~-c h i:tvc, therefore, in .thu / 
intere st of pr&sGnting the facts for tho re.,cord, r0vi ewe d the t e sti­
mony u.t l ength and propar0d the u ttach0d su~runary of fn.ls o st:itoraonts 
made by Towns end togethor with an outline. of the facts of ea ch situa­
tion. All corrunoi1ts ;nade Oil tho follm'ling pa.gos are fully document0d 
i n tho records of th0 1:;a.r Rc:.locatian Authority. 

;).. t~achroc n t 
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FALSE STATEMENTS OF HAROLD H. TO\lNSEND BEFORE THE SOUSE OF REPRJi~­
SEtfi.'ATIVES SUB-COJ':IMITTEE OF THE S-PFCIAL COMMITTEE ON UN­

AIVIEi.UCAll A0'TIVITIES, LOS AHGELES, CALIFORNIA, 
MAY 26., 1943, 2:00 P.M. 

1. Page 2 

Question: "Have you ever s ,erved in the United States Army?" 

Answer~ ''Yes." 

Question: ''Vfuen ?'' 

Answer: "l~LJ." 

Question: "Did you serve in Franoe?" 

Answer: "Si'x mon~hs in France." 

Comr1ent 

Recor de of the \Tar "De!:l!U''tment wi' men v-1ho served in ttie Uni ~ed 
States Arm:; dur).ing t ·he laot~1 wa·r ootrtaix1. no record of mil:;. tary senrice 
by Harold H. Tov·msend. Eeoords of th3 Carter Oil Company, Tulsa.·, 
Oklahoma.,, shovr that Townsend was exnployed by that . cornpa..riy as a Super­
intendent of Guards from March 1, 1917 to January 15, 1910. Records 
of' the Yi'\!TCA indicate tha.t Townsend cerved in FrMce as a YMCA hut 
worker after tho last wa.r, from •February, 1919 to August, 1919. 

2 . , Page 9 

Questi"n: 

Answer: 

Conm1ent 

"Do they have a hospital in Poston?'\ 

tt rrl-1.E-y have a very fine hospital., a very lar..ge hospital, 
modern in every re.spect. Large enough to na.ndle ap­
proximatuly 600 people o.nd is usually tilled.'' 

The official ·rated capaci t:~r of Po::; ton General Hospital is ~~ 50 
beds with 120 beds availa~le for occupancy. The a.verase daily ce.trnus 
of the hospital from July, 1942 to May a, 1943, is given in the fol­
lowing tabl.c. · T'hf. averag~e da:i:ly censu.::: of patient for . this perioJ is 
98.1. 
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Patient Days 
in 

July 
August 

·September 
October 
November 
I?ecember 
January 
February 
March -· 
April 
May 

3 . Page 10 

Hospital 

2?.85 
2827 
2886 
3115 
3285 
3407 
345.t: 
3157 
2913 
2785 
2777 

Days Daily Aver age 

73.7 
91.2 
bl6,2 

100.4 
109.5 
109.9 
111.5 
112.7 

93.9 
92.8 
89.6 

Question: "Do J·ou recall how much food was consu1ned daily?" 

Answer: 

Comment 

"Y~~e~ by . actual count, suppl led 58 tons of subsis.t
1

ence 
per uay. n 

,., During the uonth of :1ecombGr, 1942 -- the last month when Hr . 
T.0V111send was on duty at the project -- the 'average quantity of food 
delivored to evacaee rnE:ss halls war; 27 ton$ per ·day. The evacuee 

_. po.pulation in the qenter at that time was app~oximately 18,000. 

4. · Page 11 

Question: 

Ansv.rer t 

Comment 

"The amount of t ,h.o - food and the type of food was det.:::r­
mined ' by the WRA in Washington; is that correct?" 

"Largely so, yes, sir . " 

During the period when Hr. To1wvns end v;as on duty at the Poston 
Reloca;tion ·center, supervi,sion over the r e quisitioning of food by the 
center was mrnrcis od uy the re ~;ional office of t:i e iTJar RE"~ location .Au­
thority in s·an Francisco, c ~1lii' .:., rni~ . .. Sir-.ce . January, 1 943 ,, similar 
superyision has be<:m exercised by the vv·ashington oi'fice . 

5. Page 12 

Mr. Townsend: "Tho information that wa3 £'1.irnished me.by certain 
friendly groups was that they had place:;d different 
types of ' eme rgen cy food in secret 'cellars _under the 
me ss hal~s for the invasion armies and parachute 
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troopers. But in addition to that they had large 
oa.ch~s of food throughout tho desert, buried, that 
co:.il.d be used for similar purposes. And this inf·:>rma­
tion was fur~ishe d by friendly Jap~ne se who were bn­
.cieavoring to get spEicial favors, and .we · wen ' constantly 
trying to find out what v.ras happening to : certain sup­
plic s, and we always had a.' number of ,Japanes.& that 

. vvould give us information for an exchange of', fav.ors. '' 

This story is entirely without foundation ·and w~s ,never r:r1en­
tioned by Mr. TownEend during the time he ·was e mployed at Poston. It 
is impossible that the €:Vacuees could have f3tored food under the · desert 
conditions at Poston in a manner to preserve it more than a few days. 

6 •. Page 13 

Mr. Tovmsend: "At numerous times we had thesr~ ti~eves caught, and 
prouucod evidence and information about the. process 
of the entire thievinr: ring.·· The matter wa.s placed 
before Mr. EmpiA, and Mr. II<;:ad, and Mr. Gelvin, and 
the M. P. aµthoriti es, . and it was always stoppe d, be_; 
cause tJ:lere was no way that they could see that w-e . 
would be benefited by tryint; to prosecute the~ Y~e 
them established a daily loss of approximately $500 
through the thefts within. the camp , whicrL was agrE:ed 
upon by all of us, and even at that they would not 
take any o.ction tm·.'arc.ls pros ecution."· 

Commant 

Records of / the Poston Internal S6curi-tv Office indicate that 
Mr. Townsend mado only thr ee complaints · about1 ·what he considered il­
legal activities within the proj oct area. Ono wa s concerned with the 
fact that property of an evacuee wa~ missing from a shipmont _r (; cei ved · 
from the Salinas, California. Ass embly Cc:ntcr. Another had to do vdth 
three small Japanese boys playin6 hide-and-s eek in .Mr • . To wnsend's car. 
The thir,d had to do wi tli an evac·~rne securing scrap lumber frqm the 
salvage depot without authorization. 

7. Page 16 

Question: 

Answer: 

"Was thB food that you snrvod to the Japanese at Postbn 
as good or b ottcr than that being served to the Army?" 

"'rt-was superior in every way " .......... 
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Comment 

Food a.t Poston was· anu · is r oqu i si tione ci ·t hrough t ho Quarte r ... 
master Corps. I n quality it is equal to or lower thru1 t hat sorve d 

, s.t t::~ining camp s and . other Army c·enters. 'rn quantity it i s sub­
stantially lE:ss than that provided' by the Army as uvidence d by the 
ration µost, "which has not · exceeded 45¢ per person per day. 1 

s.· · pa: ge 17 

Question: 

,Answer: 

. Comment 

I-

11\ifo r e the Japanese served ic e; crc1:::1.rn at ·poston?" 

"Ye s, . s ir, we . had ic'e c:re a.Jn b rought . to" u.s u_ v ery day 
from the Golden State Creamery. Company.'' 

, Vii th regard to this statement, vrn have the foll01lifin g comment 
submitte d by M!'. Joe A. Pdta who I has s-e rved \as As ~ istant c:1icf I 

Steward at . the Posten Cent.er sinc e <Jun~ , 1942: · , 

''No ice crearri ha s ov er b se'n. purchas e d v,rith goverrnnE~ nt 
funds for eva cuee s. ' Icb cr·oam r (;)cu ive d at Pos ton is paid 
·for i:n ·one of the following ways : · 

9. Page 17 

Qu e stion: 
. " . 

A..viswer: 

Comment 

"l. It· is purGhas e d by thG comi:1unity stor e s U·sing 
evacuee f unds , for r e-sa l e to evacueos. 

"2. Small quanti ti c s .._-.,e r e purc'has8d occasionally 
for the porsonnol me ss dttring t h e summe r of 
1942. Th e p tJ rsonne l mess is oper a t ed a s· a · 
govGrnrnent me s s , ii nd its expens e s a r e . pai d by 
employee s." 

"And milk?'' 

" Milk order s ran from 8,, 000 to 12, ?OO quarts of hmno.­
geni z ed milk tJVery day·." 

Milk recei vod at tho c ente r ha s m;; v e r .0xc e 0dc~ d ·8, 0010 quarts 
.. daily., Dc=: liveries re~chod this figur e during part of De cemb er 194-2 

· and · January 1943 .as a r e sult of incre as e d r cqu is i tions authqrize d . 
'by _Mr. Townsen~ . 1JyJ;i;;h01.:,.t consulting ' the ~roj cct Steward. · 

ceo3·35-pij-Bu-cos .. WP 
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The current contract calls for mE~ximu.111 de liveries of 6,264 
quarts daily,, c ut the re is an ·a-greer:1E.nt with tho v endor that de-
l 'i ver i o s to · t he. center ur0 coL1ti.::i.gc:1t upon t}k no eds 01' military es­
tablishments in t he area. and upou the ' i·eqai-rcmE;nt s of othor consu.11ers. -
Tho vendor has r s ce.::1tlv notif'iE d the cent ur that. d e li v r:ric s arc like: -,, 
ly to be r t:) duoc d drastically in the near future. 

10. Page 17 

Question: 

Answor: 

Comment . 

"And hutt6r?"' 

"Yfo had the fillf~ st grade· <)f Chal leng6) butter and othe r 
high-gr.aqo butter that we c.ould buy.· 

On January 28, . u;.43, the ~~ar Rcloc::i.titJ>n Authority instructed 
all c enters to tliscori tinuo U11-~ purc.imsi:'J of butte r µnd to sub3titute 
olc omar i;arine. 1'·1wn point r ati11n ine; on meuts and fats was ini ti•ated 
on March 9, 1 !H 3 :i ,the r (.s tri.ction on the purchase of butter was 
liftecl,, with t i-w provis" that two c.:>nd..itions mus

1
t b e met: (1) that 

. the r egular civili a~1 allowuricu of 16 noints ocr week for meats and 
f a.ts should· not be o;c ee dGd; und \ 2) th:-;. t . in .. t he event of ci vili~ 
s ho'rtagc s, buttc·r purcho.s,;s should b0 <lh~ c ontinu t: cl. Throughout. this 
ont irn peri".'d; · ·thr; " Poston Cent e r has eontinued to us e: olecmarga.rine 

·becaus e of · its levier ration point. valuG &nd lowe r cost. 

11. Po.ge 17 

Question: 

i\.'1.svmr: 

Quostion: 

· Ansvmr: 

Qw.Jstion: 

,,.Wa s . there plf;nty of {llC8 t c.rn :.l s..:.i.us 11gc of all kinds 
suppll.c-.;.d? n 

"T:1e: fin.sst cuts a.rid grade A r.teat s; quartor s and f\tll 
c0-rcus s c- s of lambs · ~md pork, i:u1d tht. best cuts o f 1Jt-cf 
wcra brought in; on u.11 ave rage of on e: n::fr ig{)rator oar 

. n. day•" 

''I bc1lcve you statc:d . that all of' it . was of the v ery 
bc:st grade?" 

"Tho finost grade that we c~uld g:et." 

''Has tho Grad .. ; of f ood bette r than that obtaine d by 
our owi1 citizen s ·in the .marke ts ll11d stores?" I' 

, 1 

Answer: ''Vf; ry mu.ch .bette.t than ·yo 1..1 c an buy in tho opon market."' 

Cormnent 

Moats procured at Poston and other r e location c ent ers have gen­
erally buGn U. s. Corruncrcial (third) grade or l~wer. As a matter of 
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po1icy the War Rc: locat. ion A.utho r~ty a"froids pro ·Jur sment of' commoditi e s 
knmvn to be sca rc e in t he rna.r ke ts rrh e r e purchas f;S an;; m.adE. I n 
Nov 0mbc r, 194 ·2, voluntary meat r a tion ing wa5 i ntroduced i n t h s six 
wester n c on t or s . Thi s. progr am· v.rus cxtc::id t.d to t he f our e ast e r n c cnt ur r; 

· in J an ua ry, 1943. Al l' manda tory r a tion i ng r e strictions of t h i:; Of i' ic 1.:· 
of Pric e Admir:istr ation are be i ng . mid havt-; b 8cm applie d a t a ll c ent er~ 

12. Pn.ge 19 

Que stion: 

Answer: 

Question: 

.\nswer: 

Que stion: 

1\...'1. svJ-or: 

"l~bat vr;J.s done with t he ga r b o:gL ?" 

n·sir ?'' 

" Hhat vvas done with tl-u~ r.;arba ~..:;e ?'1 

'' I t ~ms t r:>.ken -- we wo u l d load it onto e qui pment and d i g 
di t ci1c s q.nd t l1row. i t in-~. o t L.c di tcho[> a nd c ovc:: r i t u p . 0 

" V/hat .happl5lW d -~fith r of .... r euce t o t h e i di:;a of' fo n tli n ? it 
to t h e 

1

ho gs'?" 

"Up until J~ri'tl.ary 3Vth then .. uas r.otldng d onrj a t a ll. 
. 1\.bout J mmary 30t h Wushingto.1.1 wrot o thG di r c·:ctor ·and 
aske d hir.-~ how n any i1<.1 ~; s - they had to u s '; t h s 9 or 10 
ton s of gar bagt::i that vm h ad in t ·he ca.mp , ;.md we: had 
b~)t.m out try ing to buy i1o gs, and vie h ::.td e vnr y hog in 
s out her n C'.1l if'o r n i a --throuch th i s s ome croup t ho..t -~vn s 
b u:lld in g this ;(!;25,000, 000 -~ orpor .ation , -mJ had ~v· , ry hog 
farm and ev e ry c11tt l f; f a r m t abt .. l ;:i.te d , an d ·v-r0 ~:n e::TI a ll 
t hd; h o.gs a v u.i l u.bL;, s o h o had t hi s }w g man chc.c k t h o h o [;S, 
and at the t im,:; t ho l c -:t; t c r was r c;c e i v e d. t he r e v• .J.fm ' t a. 
h o g i n t he c ·1:rap . Th 1</ then , ·wi tho1J.t any kno-vvl cdf> on . 
t he · part of t he supply depa rtment, orde r ed i n 200 200-
po und ho e s, f.Ulcl th(.;y r-.nsv·r0rc d r;·a shL1i~to11 by t olling 
t h em t hat we 1i-:.td· 20d h o r;s . 

"I- would l.iko t o cn b.r gc a little bit u po::1 tha-t. . If you 
lt-..now anything ~..l.bout h ogs, you 'know y ou vro u.ldn ' t vr~mt to 
start f oe ding 200-·pound ho ,:~E.; . They i.'.Lr G r c:ndy f or t h e.: n~r­

k ct. They b ou r_;h t 2J O 2 00-~)0U.."ld ho gs u:nu pa i d 25 eents a 
pound f'o r t lH:m. Tho sa'n.c h e r d of llo [;s, as l is t e d i n the 
mar ket , c ould hav -:: b oen b ou ght for 17 cents 11 pound ; and 
t h uy wor e h o gs thi:tt we v1e r e c ons i de ring b'uyi n ;!, f or butcher­
i ng for pork . They. 1-.rcr c · too ol cl to be h and l od for fc 0d0r s , 
and t h at orde r rh ou l d have been for h o gr.' that ~.rm u l d ha ... rn 
co s t ~~ 10 01r $1 5, t o f cc; d thu fj -.lrba g.s to, Lis t .:;ad of pa ;:,ring 
25 c ents tl p ound . nmv they hav e t h i s numb e r of 11ogs down 
t he r e , vvc i gh in t; 300 oi: 400 pounds , ::md they ::i.rc ..:10t f it 
fo r a.n y t.hi ng except l ri rd." 
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0on:T:ent. 
-~·---

Durlng Decerr..ber
11 
19~2 } pursuant to 8 general policy adopted by 

t he TX~n .. He l oc ution Aut~10ri ty on Dece1:rber 3, 1942, st eps were taken 
to establ i :~ r. a swj ne proje.,ct at the I ·osto:n Centero Three hundred 
pigs were purctas c. 6. Jai1uarr i ::? 1943 , in o.ccordance wi.th standard­
governfnental ") l'"'Ocu ::::- :jr11ent procociure. The pi gs averaged · 145 pounds 
e ach , Since t hen, ·325 more pigs, averaging 115 pounds ea.ch, ·have been 
purc hased. All were. garbage , broke 5 douqle vaccinated feeder pigs. 

lZ , F r.&< e 21 ·-_..J:.-.,_.,.., __ 

Question; 

Answer~ 

Question~ 

An'.:n1Jer: 

C ]m.ment ·--.-.----· 

''Mr. T~J1f.nsend, how many warehouses did you say were under 
your jurisdiction at P0Fton? ~1 

'' 1son 

"180 WtlI'ehou ses." 

'l1her0 w€re 90 war ehouses on the ent;i.re project, inclt:i_ d.ing six 
at t he Parker ra~lheud. 

..Answer~ 

Q,ue 3ti on: 

Answer: 

Comment 

'1H.O'JJ mar.y · Ja9e ne s e ~'~ere eJ11.p ~oyed in the warehous es?'.' 

"2700, ·I beJ.ieve~ i n t he -- novv1 wait a minutel In the 
warehous es , no. I t t i Lk there were---" 

t'An a ppro,ximation -nj_ll be all right~" 

h'There were 680 Japr.mes e and 4 white supervisors in the 
ws.reho11s e s c." 

I , 

rrhe maximum · number of Japane s e ev.er to be employed in the war~>-­
hou se c: :t\''-.... S ~500. They were~ employed Cl.uring the mqnth of Decemb er, 1942, 
and o.i s trib ut e d as follows; 

Unit No. 1 133 
Untt No. 2 lC?· 
Unit Noo 3 60 
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15. ~g_ll 2~ 

Mr. Townsend: "Noir1, as for . the furniture 1 of course, the Poston de­
velopment includes a very marvelous C9-ucasian person­
nel center. The plan showed .54 modern bDngalows, and 
two dormi tor:i.es, three stories, one for women and one. 
for men, a.nd the administration homes, which would cost 
[.ome whc:re between fifteen and twenty t housand dollars. · 

Comment ._ 

. There ·were to be four of them, and a beautiful park 
area, with swlmm .. i.ng pools, and so forth. And t~lis 
furniture vms purche.sed for that purpose, to f1U'nish 
those. It was ~ill bought from Barker Brothers, and 
the price B on it vvere not 1masonable. They were 'very, 
·very high in cons idera tion of the many, many · carloads. 
V;10 mu i~jt have had, oil, at least 20. carloads of that 
type of .f urnit ur e • n 

Qt~.rtors provided for the ac.min istrativo staff at Poston include 
e i ght four-r oom cottage s ,b~1.lt du.ring the inj.tial constru~tion. period 1 

by tho Arn1y; t wenty-four housekeepin~ apartrnent:.s of) ,\rom t wo to six · 
rooms in one-story brirracks-type buildings of temporary con~truction, 

... similar to tho theatre-of-operations construction found throughout the 
center; and 158 rooms· size 7 x 14 fe e t in barracks-type dormitories. 
Eat' h barracks d.ormito.ry contains a bathroom and from t.en to twelve 
rooms. 

There are no three-story buildings, no modern bungalows, and no 
individual administration homes ·other tha.n the eight cottages built by 
the Ar.my. 

In accord a nce- with the , custcmary practice in pu.bl:i.c or private 
projects in such j_solate:d locations as Poston, staff quu.rters are fit­
t od with essential furni tw.·e. Fur niture for the quarters at Poston was 
not all pur chased from Barker Brothers, but in f act was eocw.·ed from a 
number of vc ~,1dors, chief1y in Los Angeles 1·rhere the purchases were made 
by t he Offic·e for E ·ergcmcy Management • 

.All staff members pay rent _to the government based updn the 
size and character of accommodations furnished. 
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Que~tion: 

Ju :. svrer: 
I 

Comment ' ---·-

",!11 addi t~_on to the food storerl in the warehouses ·, 
1,:ha t olsc wu.s ctored there ?n 

"There were suppJ.ies and equ5.pmont of every con­
ceivable type in the numerous 1-·r::~rehouses. rrhe c.c.c .. 
had sant :i:n hundreds of carloaclr.; of misc~llaneou.s 
ecp.rl.pi11ent. re had wa~cehouses that we moved the stuff 

·into ane. lockctl up, anc1 they hadn 1 t been opened for 
months 1 bocausc it V!aO just mi::JCe1J.all80US e~uipmEmt, 
·v;e dirln 1t, know v/h11.-L it wa$.n 

The C:'.vilfo.n Conserva:t:ton Corpe: ho.rj not shipped in hundreds1 
of carloa.:ls of m1f.cella1lu.nm Gquipmcnt. It is ustimated that two 
'(2) miscellanocu;.~ 0r-i.1·loa.ds (100,000 f~'Junds) v:o~c: r10ld all the sur­
plus items: such as tools •. The CVC.C. e.utomotivc equipment thatha.s 
been received-· clJ.L'. n:1t ·::::xe::;ed, at the ·mnct, terj (10) carloads. All 
ware~ouses are 0penud ~rnd incpected regularly in the orc1inary course 
of business. 

Page 24 

Mr. 'J:'mmsend: n ••••• Then thore le another tM.ng that occurs to me. 
Wo 1.vrJr0 V..~-ry· u.t"t.xiou. f; to get" S:-.chRj·o,l .. bun t~ r:; . 1 ·-:~0 brour;ht 
ic -·· w-::: h;,,d 1100 t8 ·,chc r c, ••••• " 

ElsGVvhero in the testimony (page J4) ·Mr. Tm•;nsend strctes that 
there are 100 Caucasi::m teacl:ers and 200 or more ._Tpanese tou..chcrs. 
In f act, on Decemhn· 19, 191+2, thern were 2~3 to aches in the Poston 
r.;ehools; 83 were Cnt1c~sir.m and 120 r.:ere Japanese. Thc ~ie figur r.:is 
includn not only elementary and. seco:ridar'\J to u.chors, but al so the 
Diroctor of· Education, throe hit;h school principals-, one demontary 
principel, B-nd tv:ebre other nupnrvisor.y educational personnel. 

Question: 

Answer: 

"Going back to the fleet of d1uniJ trucb; bought in Los 
Angcle~3, do you recall the name of the firm those trucks 
were purchn.sed from?" 

"It think ~-t yras Finkelst1.~1.n. Finkolr::t8in is another 
one of the E~w:l.ndlors thf:l.t v.re boueht huµclrcds of thousands 
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Question; 

Question: 

Answer: 

Comment 

- 10 

~f dollars of equipment from -- this firm of Finkelstein, 
and always there was a kick-back to the procurctment rep­
resentative." 

"Is Finkelstein located in Los An5eles?" . 

r•,., • 

. ; 
. . . ' .. . :: ... ~ .. ·-·: ~; 

"Is that his firm name?" 
.·\.,:· 

. "Finkelstei~ and : Company, . one of· these big salvage 
coJJ.panies." 

No trucks of apy kind were purcha9ed by the Poston Center from 
Finkelstein. 

19. Page 31 

Question: 

Answer: .. 

question: . 

Answer: 

Que-st ion~ 

A.."1swer: 

· iJomment 

"Were mariy of those Ki bei on the in.ternal police force?" 

"I didntt get that~" 

"I asked you , wer~ many of the Kibei on the internal 
police force?~' 

"Yes, a large number o:f t hem were." 
I 

"They composed the so-c a lled gp.pn squads ~hat. y9u ·have 
referred to?'' 

"Yes, sir. jr he police force was largely built up of the 
gestapo, as I have called them, because they tell you 
that . t hey have .trained under the German ae,ents, and they 
were, in my e~tir1ati_op., the men that were -guilty of the 
malicious beating up anc1 ·all the !1~alicious agitation in 
t he c amp > because . the police force woul d not per mit any 
decent American-born J aIJ &..."1ese to t ake part, because he 
might expos e some of their under-cover work." 

At the time of Mr. Townsend's presence in Poston, · there were 
three evac1.1.ee officer s in charge of the police departments i n the three 
units. · Ai·l ·of .'t.hE:se men were Nisei, or_: American-born and P...merican­
educated Japanese. The officers who assisted them and who held the 
rank of Capt ain or Lieutenant in the local police de9artments were all 
Nisei Japanese,;·· on.ly _on_e -.of these had ever been to:·Japan at any time. 
This man .held_:, the; J•ank '. o.f Captain in·· the . police de partment of Unit Two 
and his loyalty and ability were unquestionable. A few Kibei were taken 
in tp each ot the police departments as patrolmen, particularly because 
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.. of the · police departments as pa.trolmen1 · partichlarly because 
. of their ability to · sp(.Jak .Japanc·se and to doal ir.d. th some of 
· the older 6vactiees · y,ho had ·:c1ifficiilty understanding En&;lish. 
These m~n "WC!-~-· picked very: carefully, c..nd there has never been 
any . indication that . ·any -Of them viere invol vcd in troublemaking 
or subversive . a'ctivities. 

·As to· the · testimocy ·regarding the Gerrmn tra ini ng of any 
· ·of the young nien · er.iployed as p'olicemcn in Poston, Mr. Ernest 
L •. Miller:, Director of Police· at Poston, reports that 11 cuch 
information ha~ never been fop17Jardod to me and I have to date 
seen no ·practice which ... would indicate any such training. I 
might add thq.t, having spent some months in Germany in 1936 
and surveyed Nazi police prac'tices, I am thoroughly familiat 
with German 'methods of training and mannerisms, and I ha ve 
never seen any evidence of such tra:Lninc; or ·contact among any 
of the ' J?-panese in Poston." 

20. Page 33 

Quost:ion: 

Answer: 

.Question: 

Ansr er: 

Comment 

"vYho is tho hoad of 'the ·odumi,~ioh department a t 
Poston?n 

"Mr. Cary. 11 

"Do yoµ know anything a 'bout Mr .• d flXY 1 s backgT·ound ? .. n 

"Yes. Mr. Cary and mos t of the Cau9asian s taff 
:_\''!Ore imported from Honolulu, and he was tho 
principal of the McKinley High School there." 

Out of a total of eighty-tlu-eo Cauco. s:te.n school personnel 
at Poston, four (incluqing Dr. Car~.r) Fore previou~ly employed 
in Honolulu. 

., , ... . 
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21. Pago ?2-

Mr. Tovmsend: nrre11;_ Dr. Cary and :his assistant, Wis~-­
her name has slipped my m:ind , __ they drew 

Comment 

up tho plan of education and 1put .into 
effect, and th0 · toxtboo:-<:s were ordered-­
part . of them wore .shipped . in f:rom Honolulu 
and :)art of th('.m were orderod throur,h the _ 
School .Board in Los Angeles, and then a 

. numbor of them were s8cured from various 
other schools throughout southern California. 
They \'!ere discarded school books that _we 
1vere aekod to go out : and pick up, and I had 
a letter f!'om Dr. Cary asking me to i-:-ick . up 
textbooks from. at least eight or ten differ~nt 
communities around ·California. II 

/ 

' . 
Tho , first orders for tcxf.books were taken from the 

official textbook lists used -in the Indian Service. Shortly 
after Christma~J, the i:.ray v:ns cleared to purchase textbobl:.s " 
through the local procurement office. All textboc ks used are 

··standard texts., .us.ed, by _~ur A1.aorican public schools, and ?rinted 
oy reputable printing. houses." None ·6f · tho textbooks. was . secured 
through the Los Ane;elos school au.thori ties. No to:x:tbooks vrere 
shipped in from Honolulu. FiftJI .. thousand · textbooks '\'Jere donated 
to tho schools by tv;clve Cr::lifornia school districts. 

22. Pa$e 39 

"The Chairman: 

nThe '\Ni tness: 

~us there any p~oduco raised aro1u1c1 the 
camp· and used thero? 11 

There wasn t t v·hen I left there_. If thero 
1''fas, . it was put in there Dinco. 

- J 

·c-03_3!)-Pl4-BU-_COS-WP 



-·12- ' 

In ~C.ditiol". -to product13 lmrv0sted and used from seventy-two 
acres far::nea. within the resident:.al block~ betvteen the b3.rracks ~ there 
Nere 89, 720. pounds of vegetables hai~ested , on t1ie acreage farn1ed by 
the· ./\.gric'Ulti.1ral ;IJi7ision up to ~fanu.a.ry l; ·_1943. , 81.nco that tine, 
a.er i cultural ·product ion has 'been i.nc1~eased so that bn Junq l, 1943; 
tllere was a total o-: 228 acre::::. being farmed h. addition. to the acreage 
in, the blocks• rl'be June fi,rst rep O!.'t shOWb a" tofal of 901;.896 pom1d S 
.of 3ixte~n different tY:Pes of yegetablos :.iar-rrested by "the e.{_;ricu . .lt~iral 
d0part:nen t . · . 

-1vrost 0f the l.s.s·l; half ct' Er. · '11 0~•.msend' G teptimony is clevoted to 
m. lurid .. and imagi!i3:tive '. de.:;cr~ .. pt:!.on of wh:1t_ Tovmsend calls a riot at 
P.os ·ton. Center Q.uring -ti1.8 .geriud frol!l Novem~er 18 t .J No·:re~rrber 24,' 1942. 
He states thctt government pr0per·c:,r v1ra.s de3troyed: that a violent :,mob 
took po0session of ·~he cente.:.. .. ~ -that t'he lives of the ad."'ninistra"tive · 
personnel were end!'.inge:red, etc. 

Comment ----- I 

A riumber of his .~p~ci~i"c st f).t£'$mer.t.s are dea.lt ·1;v:Jth in detail 
below. Howeycr, it ·should be pointed out that there · w2. s no rfot at 
Poston, ·no violenc-e or dest:rmcti.cn 6f' COYEJl'ILm.t:rnt ·pTope:cty ,, and. no harm 

· to Caucas2.an employees or 1;-he:tr :'.:'ruuilieaft 

Camr I at Poston e:r.:pe:rie::i.ceri during the period j.n r_;U;estion a 
sit-down strite, accolllpan:Lpd by a :iomonstrstion and ma0s :r.eetincs ·of 
evacuee re.presentativ·es. 1rhio was not a unified pro-Japanese mover;ient 
as l~r. Tmrnsond has represented. In feet, Cm:1ps II and III were in no 
way affected by the incj_dent. Only a part of the c.:~ ctiv:lties at Camp I 

· were suspended by the strike & Essential servi cos were fuaj_ntained, ~nd 
1Ntile there was com:id81"ahle tense::iess for a -time in "tbe relations be­
tw-3en -evacuees and the admin:Lstrative staff over the grievances v1hj_ch 
wer.e in question, there wus no vj_olence- or disnrder. 

Tu1:.:1ediatc cause of the strike and demonstration was ,the ·arr0st . 
of two evacuees suspected cf having beater.L othe:"' e7acuees. Leaders ot 
the strDci:r..g ,evacuees j~11sistod -tha.t tho two· held were innocent, t~1at 
they were held mere than seventy-tl'TO hours without charges, ·and that 
they should be given a tria.l. under the rogulat ions of the Cor:mur i ty 
Council. Actually, in the judgment of compe-i.::en:t observer~3 wLo have in-
, . .r_estigated the strike thor01~gJ.tly, the protest about the nrr:Jst of the 
two evacuees was merely the innneC.iate cause o;f' t;h9 di;::;turbance which had 
its origin in ma:r;.y causes, a!Y1.ong them bitterness r(3~;ul ting from evacu­
at1ion, inability of tho Authority · to ~rovide school buildingc, heating 
stoves for the. barracks, and other facilities which had . been promi.:led 
at the tir:ie of ovacua.tion, frustratton resulting from tho d:Lscomforts of 
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cernp l ife , and s j,miJ.ar canEes-. Agi t at ion by actu8.l pro-Ja}.)anGse peroonn 
may Eav e cont'r i bt~.teC'" r but there _is n o ev·~deri.ce tha t it -:Hb c a p articu­
larly iJ1!.portP..nt factor · in tho i :1ciC:.en·t; . 

~Jith l"ogard_ t o th:::i sonsa t iJnal r aport o:e the stril:e ::;;r ocented by 
L:r. Tormscnd , the following ·stdtement was s igLe.C:. by sixty- one cm:o:.:.oy0~; s 
a.nd r!l'3rnbers of en:.ployec:-s 1 f8.J:T1ilie$ who lj.v ecl. at P0st on Gamp I tb.rougi.1011-G 
tho str i ke : , 

1 

" t'Ie ,, the unders i gned, are liv ing in Pos·con , AJ~ ~. zona 
i n barr~cks or hoases :p2ov ide :l b:r tho govs :L':r ... me:ct for t ho 
admi nistrative s t aff empl oyed by tl:..e C.Jlorr-i.do Eiv0r 1·;ar 
Relocat ion }'ro j ec-G « These r.ua:rters r.re loGatod in Bloc l.:: 
3'1 cf Unit 1, wt.ich ts i nside the ~or:_:p our_d of t ho C:Jlo::-2.do 
River War Rol o0at fon Proje ct;. T/l~J fu:c-t.hor cer-l;ify tlrnt we 
were o ccur)y i.ng these qt.1-;.r-t -Jrs in Noyercb\~Jr ~ 1948, 8.t wl:.:.ich 
t tr.~e -'._he:r e vrns a C: i sturbance in· Unit 1 ot; 1" 02. to~1. 

"The:re ha~e t. .3en severa l c!1e.:r,.:;0s r.i.nd a.1 ·.i_ E: gr:i.ti011s ~ nm.c'.i.e 
unde:.:- -0 '.1th , su~h. aL;~ tLe ~poc·.:r ~.· im:;:-; let on cov..rer:n.g Ca :.wa s i a n 
e:nploye es , (were ) standing c rou.nd li i:.;:e \/;bi) p ed c :1iL:.ren , 
lucky to ~J e spa r e d aI-J.d a lJ_rw1ed -t n 1 i-..re ~' rom hour to l"OJ.r 
With a.mbu.1an Ce:J :L:.llo d ·.Ji t ll disg :.liE" 8d sol. rliors \:\Tit~ D~:J.C l , ina 
guns gua:r·a :~ng ~he1r sleop .:; 0 t hat ' t ~1.e y- 't·mu ld. not t e 
s laught0re d o:r b~_l.r t: ·3d as hot,rly ·cl::r·ee.tened . ' t_\3 .wj_sll t c 
t :Jstify tha t t }1 ere v;ra E. no. t crrc;,ri cm. or· v toJ.e:nce n t n.ny 
t i:r.-:.e ,. nor ·uere vv0 afrs.id. of b06. i l:r ir.Lju.:.cy at ::..1.ny t il~~e . 

To fur t her su-o .'~~ tanti y.t e th:i.s , thos e of U E w j t i1 c J.1j.l :J.r en 
f .e l t a t eas e t o h~:,ve OU:' c :l"1 i l d.re21 r emain in J?o fi t or; ·d>.ru:.~gh- -
011t the ci.isturba:J.ce . VJe continu:::, d. ·co .. 1.0V9 freely t hroug h­
ofat · the ca:i:ip in .t he co 1.ll'~e cf om" r e.r.;u1r~r · D.ss5.gn0G. du.ties : tt 

I , 

T:i:ie best evi der.c e show i ng the f al 0 i t:yr oi' t he 0ta t emsr-to Iv~;;~. Tov;n­
send r;re s~mted to the c onmit t eo , howeve:::-, ts }:n·ov ide d by Tovmse nd hL-:1- · 
salf . Dur:j.ng t he s t rike Tmmsond be8a.mo emot ion·J.lly upse t. He spread 
wild !'.umnrs amo:c.g Li s adrri i:n:.Ls t rat i v e 8.s so c iP t e s . At the h0ig h-'c of the 
strik o h o l r::· ft hi3 post pf duty wi thov_t c;.uttorj.zation a:i.d v1ent to Los 
AnE;eles . Ha retm·ned to Foston a 1')0ut Nov ember 29., On .December l , 1942 , 
Townsena. ·,vr3.s inte:r-r-1iev:-ed by t ho P:-~ojr1ct Di r e ctor, Wade Head o There 
f ol l o 'i/'Js a stenograph i c tran s cr i pt- of thc. t :'.) or -':jion of· t 11e i ntervievr 
bearing ur)on the perio d c f -Che st:cike : 

He::id : 

Townsend : '' Good L:or :i. i .:ac; . I just got :r(,Ul"' !lie1 ;:tcrc~r.durr: and 1~-s.:at to 
C. i .scusc i ·c vri th yo·i . Flaa.se l 0t :::1e l.9olog h~c for f:i.y 
et ct ions -dv.ring tr;o s t:.i..~tka . , I :_J.n.st b.:a-:r c ·t)e S:l so ur.we-C -I 
d. i rln ' t realiz e wb::i:t; I 1·:s.s .doing . I wr1 s ~-,frn id th::i t I 
and t 11e o t her employee c were g o.:.!.ng t o ·b e slau.g~1-te1 .. ed b y 
the Japs . 
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Head: 

Townsend: 

Head: 

Townsend: 

HBad: 

Tovmsend~ 

":£1!.r. Townsend, if you . do not mind, I am going to have· 
notes kept on this conversation, inasmuch as your actions 
of the last few d~ys have been such that .they cause me to 
doubt your honesty and reliability. Do you object? 

"I don't blame· you for wanting a ·record of everything I 
ha.v·e to say. 

"Now, Mr. Townsend, you said you were frightened; did 
you actu~lly see, persona~ly, any signs of violence· on 
the part of the people or the destruction of any govern­
ment prop·erty? · 

"Since having time to calm dovm I realize that there was 
· no sign of violence, and now that the trouble has been 
settled and .I have had time to look aro~d, it is easy 
to see the crowd must have been peacerui all tho time 
and there was no sign of a:p.y damage to · any government 
property. 

"Do you consider that St\ft'icie.nt reason for leaving 
· the project and -failing y:ou.r d~ties during the time of· 
trouble? 

"I don't know.vrhat I rnaa.nt. I lost my head, I guess. 
I would have done more ·harm here than good in that 
earl.di t .i6n. n 

Mr. Townsend: " •••••••• The M. P. 's were not allowed to be in 
uniforn1 on our side of the highway, so Captain Dougher-

, ty took the hospital ambulance. and moun~ed machine guns 
on it, and set the ambulance at the rear of our Gau.ca- ·' 
sian sleeping quarters, w_i th soldiers i~ .civilian clothes 
to keep the Japanese from approaching the barracks and 
burning them up, as they said they would. And we were 
only comfortable 1-.rhen thQse ambulances were ·sitting out 
there. But they were not in uniform." 

Comc.E:m.t 

. The hospital ambulance was in the charge of the Chief Medical 
Officer of the center and was at no time used ·by ·captain Dougherty or 
any other officer of the M. P. company. No machine guns were mounted 
on it. It was not .stationed in the rear of the Caucasian sleeping 
quarters a~d was not manned by soldiers of the United States .Army, 
either in uniform or in civilian clothes. Captain Dougherty was not 
at Poston .during the strike but had been transferred from this station 
several days prior to the period in question. 
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25. Page 51 

Mr. Townsend: "Now, I don't lmow that I mentioned it in here, but 
there are over one thousand Japanese soldiers and -
Japanese officers in that camp and I have talked to 

Comment 

them and have been told very dafinitely about their 
:program, that this group of men on Terminal Island 
were in that category. And -they will tell you if you 
ask · thqm~ They aro the most ind~fferent fellows. If 
you ask them, 'Were you fellows organi·zing on ' the West 
Coast?' they say, 'yes, we had our program all set 
up.' I have asked them, 'Who.t .were you going to do?' 
and the answer was, 'As soon as our soldiers came over, · 
we were going to help them. ' They tell ;Y01~ right off 
that they wer_e going to win the war. And that is the 
.tYPe of man that is drilling oyer there almost dai_ly in 
military t actics, i.'ight undur· our noses in that camp. 
They drill them in various we:yr>, but still drill them, 
and they are mo.king soldiers out of them, and they a~e 
not ki~ding ubout it. They don't evon presmno to hide 
it • . 

\ . 
"For instr.·mce, I can take you down to an admiral down 
t here. He was our chef in Camp 3. I can't quite recall 
his name. I . talked to him. I know ho was an admiral 
in tho Japancso No.vy, and. ho w·a.s running a fishing boat 
at San Pedro. I said to him, 'Is it a fact that your . 
boats · wore equipped for military purposes?' ttJ-Ie said, 
'Yes, all of our boats were equipped so ·we could 
convert them.' Ho said th.at all the Japanese fisherman 
are military men. He is , a fine Jap; if you can stomach 
that sort of' st'\U'f." 

This st9ry is .entirely without fo'l.Uldation. It is s~gnificant 
that Mr. Townsend had not reported such .a situation while he was em­
ployed at Poston ·and h.8.s pre;ented. absolutoly no evidence in support 

. I 
of his statements. Specifically, he has not supplied the name _of the 
alleged admiral. · 

r 
26. Page .2.§_ 

Mr. Townsen.d: "-• •:•. ·~ School_s closed, the hospital ~ras ordered to 
~l.ose by the mob, but remained open against orders ........ " 

r-0336-p18-BU-COS-1f.P 
... ~ ._ ... - .... ...c: 

..... _, 

, 



' . . 

o-16-

Comment 

S'chools were not closed. Two teacher's out of , 101 in Camp l ·dis­
missed cl::;-.sses the aft c:- rnoon of November JS. Tne next day, and all re­
nminirig dnys. of the s"tril;:e, all classes were in session. Camps II and 
II:C were ·at no time .affected ·bY the strike. There was no interference 
With the employees Of the hospital or with the operation Of the hos-
p_i tal in any mannor whatsoaver. 

27. Pago 60 

Mr. Townsend: "Now that condition came about because the milk trµck 
ca"Ue ·in, and the Japane ~e met ., the milk truck. It was 
q.riven in by truck 6na. trailer from the Golden States 
Dai:::-y, and the dr ~:.~Ter was in the ha.bit of taking the 

. milk di rectly to ·t:J.e vmrohouqE3s • . They met the milk 
- t:ruek and ' jumped on the truck and diverted it,.. n 

Question: :"was t~ere a whi to nm.n d.ri ving ·the truck?" 

Answer: 

Comment 

"Ye s , thG Golcten s·bates Dairy deJ.ivery man, driving a. , 
refrigerator truck. He ref~sod to drive the truct 
over to the group, so they started to unload the truck, 
an.cl did unload. the truck and 'startea to throW it but• 
I weilt i.llto tha disua tcher' s offj_ce; ·and there was a ' 
carton ·of mill\: thro;m through th~ _window." 

El se-rrhere Mr. rroT/.l"ll.send says "ca ses of milk were dumped and car­
tons of mill\: thrown at eve~yone on the highway and around the camp." 
The Golden States Dairy Company denied that .part of this statement 
having to do with stopping and diverting the milk truck. With regard 
to the rest of the story, we have the~following statement from ,Dr. 
Edv1ard H. Spicer, a member of the adJnini ptrntive ste.ff at Poston: 

I 

"I went over to· the motor :pool about 7 :00 P.M. on -
November 18. i,1r. TO'imsend· and the Truck Dispatcher wer-0 
there. I\Ir. Tmmsend in an excited manner told me that 
t"tvo cases of milk had been dumped somewhore in carnp and 

. that a can Of milk had been tr.Ll'own thl·ov.gh thq vi:r ip.dow Of 
the Truck Dispa tcher ts offiqe. • Dr. Leighton, who w-as with 
me.,. asked vvhere tho milk can vras. Mr. Townsend pointed to 
a cardboard que.rt carton about thirty f f)et from the Dis- - ' 
patcher,' s office. It was empty lying on the ground, and 
there was no evidence of milk having been spilled' ar01m,d 
it. It a~peared to have been tossed there- empty. There 
was no evidence of any window having been brol-:en by this 
or any other milk oontainer." 

• 



J 

-17~ 

28. Page£!± ' 

Mr.; T_own-Send: "At · 9: 00 o'clock, in · fron:t of ,the · Caucasian barracks, 
the chief1 of the .. fire department and his ~issist:int -
_the chief of the. fire department, Mr. Fien, and hi's 
assistant, Mr .• Woodhouse, vver,e accosted by a group of -._ . 

Comment 

'. Japa nese ·policemen and a -fight started because the fir.~ · 
depffi.tment car had been dpi ven into .a part of · the camp. _· 
It wa s nec0ssary for more than a dozen Caucasians with 
pea7"shoot.ers to go out --i\nd stop ·tne attempt made by the , 
police department to beat up the fire chief and his ·· 
first , a-ssi-stant. · This created a considerable disturb9-nce, 

. a nd. it was thought it would be necess .. :..ry· to . move / 
the · .Caucasian pers·onnel over to

1 
the military quarters." 

The fire chief and his assistant w,ere stopped while driving in 
excess of the speed limit through the projeet .area by evacuee policemen 
on traffic duty. They were .not molested; there w:1.s no fight; and it 
was not necess.ary f or othe~ · administrative '.Personnel ·to rescue them, 

29. Page 64 

Mr. Townsend: · " •• • • -.One of the most disturbing things was the 

Comment . 

removal of ·our flags from all p3.rts of . the camp and the 
need of our Caucasians putting up the large flag at the 
office, under threats th ~_it it would be r emoved, -..dth 
all replaced by. the 'Rising Sun. t 

"Loudspeakers, stolen from the warehouses, ha d been 
installed, :ind during day G.nd night the J a panese national 
anthem was .heard t~ough the length and breadth of the v 
camp, vu th wiid cheers and loud . demonstrations toward 
set till€:: fire to the whole camp, which tney ha d t.hrea tened 
to do if the military forces were brought in, or crossect 
the highway. Tha t ,is the way they .put it. 11 

Elsewhere in his testimony· Mr. Townsend states tha t the Americ ::i.n 
-flag was taken down and the ;Ja_:=>anese fla g flown. We have affidavits 
from eight responsible o.fficiais . of ·the Poston Center tha t the two 
American . flags which custom':l.r-ily were flown o·ver .Camp I were flown all 
day and every day duriI1g the period of _the strike·, November 18 to 24, 
and thereaf~er. No guard W3.s .pl3. ced ov·e:r either fl9.g and neither was 
,lowered ~xcept c:t the customary hour of sunset. 

\ 

I 
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With regard to the asserti~n that the JapanAse flag was .flown 
during the strike· and that the Japanese na+. :~.onal anthem was played 
over __ a l~udspeaker system, ~ve have positive evidence that the claim 
is without foundation.. Included .in th~ evidence is the ·following 
statement from Father Clement, M, M., of rar~ar, Aru0na\ 

/ 

"This is to make known and to testify that in tho 
recent mass meetings of the strike, which vrere held at 
Bleck #2fJ ir1 Postor~, the banners and flags that were used 
and seen, ware signs to signify merely the ·presence ~f 
representatives ofl the different blocks of the camp, and 
in no way were these flags or banners used to denute a 
pro-Axis sentir11ent.. 

"Likewise, in regar·. to Japanese music thc;3t· was 
playeq "ver the Pl:1blic addr .. ;:)SS s;; ;;t·" : ~ a.t these meetings, 
there was no martial or Japanese patriotic music played • 
. rt has been ' alh.~ g :'.;d, howev0r, that one song, "Aikoku-Ko­
Shinkyoku' usually played. for depHrting snldiers had been 
played. -" This can be readily explained, however, by the 
fact that it is my certain knowledge that min~rs who could 
not read Japanese titles, sel$cted records at random, from 
the large assC?rtment which included this record. 

11 As a Cath•lic priest and Cha;>la±n, working ·for the 
welfare and .merale of the whole camp, I testify that I 
have neith~r ~een the _Japanese flag used nor heard martial 
music played during ·the recent emergency. FrNa having in­
terviewed many Japanese, I do not believe that such music 
has been played, nor the Japanese flag displayed. 

(SlenecO Father Clement, M.M. 
(Maryknoll .Missioner) 
Parker, Ariz.:1na 11 

30. Pag~ §.2 

Mr. Townsend: "About 12: 00 o.' clock midnight <.m the third da~r of mob 
control about 200 of the mob advanced to thf! mot~.r 
poC'l, where they reached the highway. aeross from the 
pe>ol. They-were halted by the M.P., and advised they 

·were not allt>wed to _cross · the highway, · They started t" 
move forward, and the M.P-. fired 6ver their heads. His 
orders were to fire over th .:;ir heads, and then into them. 
He was .at once supported by Brwthcr M.P. with a machine 
gun, The mob that had advanced in regular military wedge 
formation stt1pped, and in a fev1 minutes the entir{1 M. F. 
eompany was there in trucks with fixed bayonets ready 
for acti~n~ The Japs retreated. 

c-0;;~6 .. ~1-w...nos.WP 
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"·······• Standing behind the M. P., seeing the deter­
mined look and t he i rmn.ediate resp~nse of his buddies'- all 
heavily armed, ~ind the angry ,mob f~cing their first s et­
back, defiant and l ' .ly but ·1 t i ll with out a -l e ade r, make 
things look pretty nea 1" a cL:.a2-s." 

Comment 

With regard to the above, we have t he following statemen~ by 
, Mr. grnest L. Miller, Chief' of Internal S.acurity, and Mr. Leonard L. 

Nelson, Unit I Administrator, Poston: 

"On the night of Nov ember 18t.h, about 11:00 F.U., 
I Chief Kiyoshi Shigekawa anq s ix· of his men came to the 
administratic~m bu.ildin;; and a sK·?)d if it would be pos s ible 
to get anothe r truck for patrol. While t he Chief was. in,_ 1 

· side discussing t,he matte r )dth Chi c:. f .of Internal Security 
Hiller and . Act'.inp- Project Director Evans ·' the six boy s ap­
parently t hought they mi .1::7ht a s v.r2·J.l go and pick up the 
truck, as . they must have been over-confident ' that the truck 
w~uld 'be given to them. Mr. L. L. Nelson wa s walking toward 
the .motor pool At this time and saw the police a pproaching 
the M.P. guar d stationed in front of t he pool~ Ther e were 
four or five M.P.'s stc:i.ndi ng by the pool , and a weapon car­
rier loaded ,,.vi th sLx or e i ght ::i.,.Te' s~ldiers drove up at 
this moment. The soldiers ordered the police to halt which 
they did. They ~:; aid they wer e frofl · t!18 ·police department 
and were -supposed to pick up a truck. The s oldier told then:i. 
r:ot to come acros s the road but they started to cross. They 
said it W& s all rieht ar-.; the;f l :.ad permissi on. One M. :r . shot 
over thei r h'eads and the policemoff ran back to the adrninistra-' 
tion bui~ding. 11 

. 
Mr. Townsend: 11 •••••••• Many of· the Caucasians had left with t .heir 

families, who had been confined to their barracks." 

Mr. Tl9vmsi-:md, him.self, is · the only employee definitely known to 
have left his post of duty on the project· du.r inP,' the strike. 

Mr. Tmmsend: " ••••••• ,, and at 8: 15 t he rroon ·squad w0mt into t he 
barracks of one o.f the ,Japanese informants. that had 
been working with the· F . 3 ~I. and ttie young man being 
absent, .this goon squad beat up his mother and f ather 
to a point wher 0 they were not expected to live, 

"' .. : 
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breaking the arm and ankles of the father; and breaking 
both arms antj. frac.turing the skull of the mother, and I 
bruising her in nearly every portion of· .her body." 

The Chairman: "Do yoli have the names of th.ose (Japanese'?" ' 

I ' 

Mr. Townsend: "I have in, the records some place.·" 

The Chairman: "How long did they remain in the hospital!" 

Mr . Townsend: . "I went in to see them the following morning after this 
had happened, or, I i..v-ent in the next evening, and the 
Rext morning or about mid-day the following day there 
were other victims put in the hospital, and these people 
had disappeared." _ ' 

The Chairman: "In two days ithey had disap~eai:;-ed from- the hosp~·tal?" 

Mr . Townsend: "Disappeared from th·e hospital.; 11 

The Chairman: . "Did you ever see them afte~ards at the· camp?" 
\ \ 

Mr. Townsend: "No, I never saw them, and the 'riot followed soon after 
that, because this squad, , this goon squad·, went out and 
wanted to beat up .everyb?dY that had given any informa ..... 
tion to the se .F.B.I. men." 

Comnient 

The followinf( information is taken from the records of the. 
hospital concerning all pat_ients submitted to the ho.spital as a re"'"'.' 
~ult of the beatings in ques.tion: 

Name 

Seta, Francis Joe 

Kurisaki, Lyle · 

N~shimgra, Kay 

Condition on 
Admitted Dia~nosis Treatment Discharge 

10-18-42 Lace~ation Suture 
of scalp W01:J4d 

11-1..:.42 Laceration Suture 
of head wound 
Cont us.ion 

1 of body 

11-15-42 Concussion Suture 
of brain wound 
Uultiple of 
laceration 

10-26-42 
Fully recovered 

11-5-42 
Fully . rE?covered . 

11-30-42 
Fuf.ly recovered1 
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Name :~uini tt (.-d 

Yamada. Sn.wa 11 - 15- 42 

Yu.rn~da , J~suke 11- -15- 42 

Yamada , Hat,sumi 11- 22 - 42 .. 

Kida , Saburo 1-31- 43 

- 21 -

Di aJ~, ~10 sis 

1:.lce r :}_ti on 
of hru1d 

L-J.cer3.tio:n: 
of skull 

N0i..irosis 
du u to f~ar 

Gornli ti on on 
T :r 0g,t•~18n.t . Dischn.rg~ 

'Suture 11- 26- 42 
io.cern.t.ioa Fully r e cove r e d. 

Suture ll-2G- 42 -
YlO'llllld Fu lly · r <.:.. coy&rod 

S e d~tion 11-26 - 42 
· Imp:rov::;d · 

Contusion oi' Suture 2-l b- 43 
I -

h •aa d 9.Y.ld wound Fu lly r c covGr c ci 
face: 1 0.ce r -
a.tion of hand 

The se patients were di s c 21~1.r g0 d up 0n ful l r e covery 2t.nd c o:r:tp l cti o:n of 
t r eatment . Dur int; th0ir stay .in t he hospit::il; visitors 1.-er c n :s'f;.ricted 
to iim11c.dia.tc members ' of t ile f '.:J.Jnily, polic 0 m1d. p-roj s c't of'ficLJ.ls upon , 
dir ect authorization .of tt~ e Chi(;..f Me dical Office r . Strict or.dc rs were 

~ given th8.t .:.10 0Il 8 Wt'iS i..o b e admi t t od 0xcc pt on a pa s S Si gned by the 
Chi ef lvkdica l OfficE:Jr. \ compl e; b :. r c cord of D. 11 '1isi tors -v:~;.s kept . 
This n ;cord i ndica tes th~.tt «Ar . Tovmsend o.t no time visite d the s e t>L'.. ~ 
ti ents nor r c quest0d to ;ris i t them. 

Pa r:re 70 
~--

lvir . Towns end : " Thr; mob h:::~d u s•~ d f iv.-::; tl\ou s :..m.d ~;c;.llon s .J f gc.s olin0 
the f irs t ··twJ . clay s . " 

' Co:n..11e'1.t - ,- - - -
I 

DurL:1r.~ the first t wo days of the [;trike , Novcmb E- r 13 n.nd 19, 
the totu. l .t1mount of gaso l i n? u s c~ d in Unit I 1,'_;as 1 , 72G f~a llons . This 
include d t;asoli:rw for tr·uck::; carryin[~ su ppl :ic's frm:n. _P;:.l.rku r t o Poston ,, 
distribution of food and ot.i:lCr - su pp~ic s i n t.lw unit., a:rrib u l :·mc c s , 
Vfrl.t& r t rucks , {.U.i.d other . :norms:. l fu:nctions • l1he C0 .'.1SUm.ptior~ Of t_;O. SO ­

line, on the 11th and 12th of Novemb e r , t ·1,m J~Lor:i n.ra l -r~o rk J~y s pr ovious 
t o the strike , \-ms 2,030 f:;,a llor.u; .. 

34 . Page 7fi 

Mr . Tovmsend : n... . ... . .. Up to date ther e has b een n o· pros e c~1-
tion f or any offens e m~ for a ny outla:rrry or crime in 
any of the camps . On thE-J Po s,toJ:1 b.i ttl cfronts the 
Japs h a ve won a l l bu.ttl(;': s up to ,JanuJ.ry , 194~ . " 

C-0336- P24-BU- COS-H..; · 
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Corrunent 
I 

Up to the present time, our records indicate that there have 
been eight (8) meri tried in the State of Arizona courts for state of~ 
fenses , seven '( 7) of these men were found guilty and sentenced. There 
have also been five (5) men taken to the Federal courts in Phoenix, 
Arizona;- tried for Federal offenses, and convicted. This nwnber does 
not, of course, include persons tried on the project for violations 
of project rules and regulations, or persons transferred to internment 
camps because of eviden9es of loyalty to Japan or because their ac­
tivities were such that their presence was detrb1ental to the welfare 
of the project. 

Page 76 

Question: 

Answer: 

.. Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Comment 

,.. 

"How many so-called pleasure cars did you have at 
Poston?" 

"About '70 or 80 . " 

"Were they al+ owned by the governmont?" 

"All government sod.ans," 
( ; 

'. 

"Government sedans . VJere those automobiles used by 
the Japanese at .night?" 

"Exclusively . " 

"What· did they use them for?" 

"Pleasure, running around the~ camp in the remote areas, 
for scooters, and playing around, as would be expected~' 

From the beginning motor equipment has been handled at Poston 
through a centralized .motor pool, with passenger cars on permanent as­
signment only to the police forc e , the hospitol, and one or two key 
administ~ative persons, There is absolutely no foundation for the 
statement .that evacuees were allowed to use official cars at night 
"or at any other time for pleasure driving. 

Mr . Townsend: 11 By pooling the trucks, we saved 1, 775 gc.,llons of 
gasoline in the first weekend, Saturc~. 3Y night, Sunday 
ano. Sunday night, and continued. to save 1,000 gallons 
per day, by actual pump records . That i9 by th2 trucks 
that were impounded. Then later on, if you Vt.rant. to 
bring in the cars, we did the same thing and saved 300 
gallons a day by taking the cars away from them. " 

C-0336-P25-BU-COS-WP 
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Comment 

The assertion that l,OOO· ga.llons ,of: easolinc per day were 
saved ,by establishing a pool system vyhile -Mr. Townsend was- af the 
center has no foundaEion of · fac_t. 

37. Page 77 -

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

"While you were at Poston did tho Japanese -who . were 
interned "there mc:ik0 ' auto1J.,obi).e trips to visit their 
,relatives and friends in. the Midwest and East?" 

"What was the renson fd:r· th0s.e . trips?" 
I 

·"Any excuse. Sickness in the families or for the 
purpose o.f looking aftor ·a. sold automob.l,.le tha_t 
payments had not been .made on, being unable· to make 
collec -~ions on ' crop sales or vari'ous agricultural 
ideas, and for Jny miscellaneous excuse the Japanese 
were allowed to takp government equiprient · and make 
trips up to 2,500 miles, using government credit cards. 11 

The Chairman: "All their own cars had boen left at- their homes by 
the evacuoes? 11 

The Witness: "Oh, ··yes. Thoy didn't have their own cars, except 
those which we: l eased from them, you sce. 11 

The Cha irrnan: 11 And they used the government equipmc!1t?" 

The Witness: 

J ' 

"They used to use them, th0se big sednns, and drive 
them into these metr_opolitan centers out there. With 
soldiers sitting out there in tho desnrt and seeing a· 
load of Japanese going by in the bie government cars 
and giving the boys a big horselaugh. It was terrible., 
Bnd is s.tiJ_l going on, but not qui t.e so viciously, because 
the camp has been under quarantine." 

question by Mr~ Steedman: 

"You · say that some of the cars traveled as high as 
2,500 miles. Did the spt.3edometers indicate that when 
they returned?" 

C-0336-P26-BU-COS-WP 
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r.yes. In starting them on the trip it was usual to give 
them a credit card and to keep a complete necord, so we 
took the speedometer reading upon their leaving and up0n 
their returning." 

No evacuee has ever been allowed to take a gCJ":ernment car on a 
trip outside the project on personal business. No evacuee has 
ever been authorized to use a g·overnment, credit ca rd* Evacuees 
have in some instances · bc~en taken to Los Angelos End Phoen:lx for 
special medical treatme:nt 1 or for sinilar , purposes involving 
serious lemergency. In all sucn cases the evacuees were accom­
panied by Caucasian escorts. On two occasions; March 20 and 
June 3, 1943, 'l"homas Masuda was sent in a government car from 

. Poston to Fhoenl.x; Arizona.j to t~un~act off:l.cial business for 
the center vri th offic-i_als of the State . Since he entered no 
restricted zone, he made ti1e t:rip; without eccort • 

. ·, /. 

During the period ~\fr . Townsend was employed at Poston, 
no evacuee w-as permitted to. leave t he pr oj oct area ~."Tithout an 
escort .~ No trip of ~s nu.ch as 2, 500 miles has been taken from 
Poston in a go~rernmcmt car, except one nnauthorized trip to 
Oklahoma City · which Mr. Townsend, himself . ., took without the 
knowledge . .o:r · pEirmission · of the Project Director .. 

/ 
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